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A SPASIO was employed in preparing for his 


journey. Theron, free from buſineſs, and diſ- 


engage from company, had the greateſt part of the 


day to himſelf. Which he ſpent, in reviewing the 


ſubſtance of their late conferences; not without inter- 


mingling aſpirations to GOD, for the guidance of his 
divine SPIRIT. 3 f 3 | 
At evening, he wert, like the patriarch of old, ½ 
to the field to meditate* ; amidit the calm of nature, to 
meditate on the grace of the goſpel. The ſky was pe- 
culiarly beautiful, and perfectly clear; only where 


the fine indigo received an agreeable heightening, by 
a few thin and ſcattered clouds; which imbibed the 
ſolar rays, and looked like penſile fleeces of pureft, 
 woel:-— All things appeared with ſo mild, ſo majeſtic, 
ſo charming an aſpect, that, intent as he was upon a 
different ſubj 


ject, he could not but indulge the follow- 
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modich; I had almolt ſaid, 
of that falſe politeneſs, which tcanes people out of 


vited to ſee the „f-, attempts of human art. 


grain; 
low plenty. 


ſoft and fertile lap for the luxuriant herbage ; 
ſuckle myriads of the ſaircit, gayeſt flowers: 
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* Hew delightful are the ſcenes of rural nature! 
ſpecialty, to the Yeni eye, and conterplatice 
mind. —1 cannot wonder that perſons in high life 


are ſo fond of retiring from a conſpicuous The {4 ex- 


alted ation, to the covert of a ſhady prove, or the 
margin of a co: og {ilream ; aye fo defirons of 


quitting the ſmoky town, and noily {lreet, in order 


to breathe puter air, and ſurvey the wonders of 
creation, in the filcut, the ſerene, the peaceful 
villa. „ 

„ Pis true, in the country, there are none of the 
meretricious ornaments 


their veracity : but an eaſy ſimplicity of wanners, 
with an unalfected ſincerity. of mind. Ilere the ſo- 
lemn ſarce of ceremony is ſeldom brought into | 
play, and the pleaſing deluſions of compliment 
have no place. But the brow is the real index of 
the temper, and 8 the genuine interpreter of 


the. hea: t, 


« Tn the country, I acknowledge, we are ſeldom in- 
But 
we, every where, behold the grand and matterly 
exertions of divine power. No 7hcatre eres its 


narrow ſtage, farrounds it with puny rows of a- 


O 


ſcepding ſcats, or adorns it with a ſhifting oleh of 


gorgeous, ſcenery. But pelds extend their ample 


area; at firſt, lightly cl: d with a ſcarf of ſpringing 


reen; then, deeply planted with an arrangement 
of ſpindling italks; as a few more weeks advance, 
covered with a profuſion of bearded or hutl:y_ 
at laſt, richly laden with a harveſt of Fete 


«© Meadows diſeloſe their beumitul boſom; viele a 

And 
which, 
without any vain pager ot or expenſive fiuery, 
outvie each other in all the elegance. of dreſs. — 


" Greves of various leaf; arrayed in freſheſt verdure, 


„ aud 


Bine e 4. 


and liberal of their reviving thade ; riſe, in amiable, 
in noble profpect all around.-—Droves of ſturdy 
oxen, ſtrong for labour, or fat for the ſhambles z 
herds of fleeky kite, with milk in their udders, and 
8 violets in their noſtrils ; focus of well fleeced ſheepy 
3X <« with their ſnowy lambkins, friſking at their fide z 
| « theſe compoſe the living machinery. Boundleſs 
tracts of bending azure, varmſhed with inimitable 
4 delicacy, and hung with ſtarry lamps, or irradiated 
9 « with ſolar Juſtre, form the ſtately cicling, While 
the early breezes, and the evening gales; charged 
« with no unwheleſome vapours, breeding no peſli- 
„ lential taint; but fanning the humid buds, and 
« waving their odoriferous wings; diſpenſe a thou- 
© ſand ſweets, mingled with the molt ſovereign ſup- 
ports of health. And is not this ſehool of induſtry, 
„this magazine of plenty, incomparably more delight» 
« fal, as well as infinitely % dangerous, than thoſe 
« gaudy temples of profuſeneſs and d-bauchery, where 
& fin and ruin Wear the maſk cf pleaſure ? where Be- 
* /ial is daily or nightly worſnipped with, what his 
© votarics call, modiſh recreation, and gentee] amuſé- 
« ment? 1 | Fg „5 28 
Hcre indeed is no tune ful voice, to melt in ſtrains 
of amorous and angniſh, and transfuſe the ſiekening 
© fondneis to the hearer's breaſt. No ſkilful artill, 
% to inform the ute with muſical inchantment; to 
© firike infectious melody from the viol ; and ſooth 
© away the reſolution and activity of virtue, in wan— 
„ton defres, or volupcuons indolence.— But the 
«© plains bleat ; the mountains low; and the hollow 
eircling rocks echo with the univerſal ſong. Every 
„valley remurmurs to the fail of ſilver fountains, or 


* 


* the liquid lapſe of gurgling rills.— Birds, muſicians 
© ever beauteous, ever gay, perched on a thouſand. 
cc 


boughs, play a thouſand tpcightly and harmonious 
6 Airs. | 1 „ | 

__ * Charmed therefore with the fineſt views, lalled. 
* with the foftell ſounds, and treated with the richeſt 
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ct odours, what can be wanting to complete the "Ro 
light? Here is every entertainment for the eye; the 


« moſt refined gratifications for the ear; and a perpe- 
« tual banquet for the ſmell; without any inſidious 


« decoy, for the integrity of our conduct, or even for 8 
* the purity of our Fey, | | — 
« O ye blooming walks, and flowery lawns, ſur- aw 
% rounded with dewy landſcapes ! how often have . 
« triots and Heroes laid aſide the burden of power, and _% 
&« ſtole away from the glare of grandeur, to enjoy 
« themſclves * in your compoſed retreats! - Ve moſſy | 
« couches, and fragrant bowers, fkirted with cooling. "Pp 
* caſcades! how many zuſtrious perſonages, after al! 
„their glorious toil for the public good, have ſougt 
% an hononrable and weleome repole in your downy ex 
„ lap ?—Ye venerable oaks, and ſolemn groves ; =: 
| « woods, that whiſper to the quivering gale; dlifts | 
„that overhang the darkened flood; who can num- — 
e ber the ſages and ſaints, that have devoted the day = 
to ſtudy, or reſigned a vacant hour to healthy exer- 
& cife, beneath your ſilvan porticoes, and waving 
* arches? that, far from the dull impertinence of = 
% man, have liſtened to the inſtruQtive voice of God; 4 
© and contemplated the works of his adorable hand, 7 
© amidſt your moſs-grown cells, and rocky ſhades, — 7 
< Tow ivelegant, or how infenfible is the mind, which 
„ has no awakened lively reliſh for theſe ſweet recelſes, —_ 
& and their exquikte beauties !?? *Þ 


Bat whither am I carried? Is not this 3 1 


e 
A 5 
LE: 25 Y 


Hui ? I. find mylelt talking to trees; and forget tje 
7 | momen- "82 
q: | £ 4 
9 — Mili me reddentes gell. | we, 
fays Horace of his little country-leat. | © 1 
+ Firg.] was ſ> fmittea with the amiableneſs of theſe ſcenes, ; 8 
tuat he athgns them as an habitation ſor happy pirits in the 72 
f 15 
5 regions of ELA. | 1 
— LuV cis h. Zitamits opacis,. $ 
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momentuous queſtion, which waits for our decifior.. - 
Here then Jet my rhapſody ceaſe, and my inquiry 
Yoceed. — Does it betray: a want of true delicacy, to 


be inſenſible of nature's charms? My Aſpaſio thinks, 


it argues as wrong a talle in practical divinity, not to 


acquieſce in the imputed righteouſnels of FESUS 
CHRIST. To this dorine I have been always ex- 
tremely averſe. I ſet myſelf to oppoſe it with objec- 


| tions, drawn from the reaſon of things, and from va- 


rious paſſages of ſcripture. To. all which. my friend 
replied. And though I was ſcarcely convinced, yet 
1 was ſilenced by his anſwers. 


1 pleaded for the ſuſficiency of our 2 . 


ence; eſpecially, when. accompanied with reßentauce, 


and recommended by the merits of CHRIST. — Nei- 


ther was this attempt ſucceſsful. His arguments, 
ſomewhat like the flaming ſword, planted at the en- 
trance of paradiſe, turned every ay, and precluded 
all acceſs to life on the foot of our own duty. 


At length, Aſpajis quitted the defenſive, and attack- 


ed me in his turn. He explained the precepts, and 


enforced the threa atenings, of the divine law. So ex- 
ad its tenor! that it demands a perfect and perſeve - 


ring conformity to every injunction. So extenſive its 


authority! that it reaches the inmoſt thoughts; and 
requires obedience, not barely in the actions of the 
life, but the oy intentions of the heart. — So inexs- 
rable its ſeverity ! that it condemns every the {malleft- 


offence, and curſes every the leaſt offender.” 


This remonſtrance had ſome of the terror, and al- 
moſt all the effect, of a maſked battery. It was quite 
unexpected, and alarmed me conſiderably.—To puſh - + 


his advantage, he enlarged upon the infinite purity of 
GOD: A GOD- glorious. in holineſs; avho cannot 


laat upon evil, with any connivance, or without the 


utmoſt ablorrence ; before whom the very heaveus 


are © unclean, nd who will in no wile elear the. guilty, - 


Ta ad 
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To complete his victory, he played off the doctrine 
of original guilt, and original depravity. — That, be- 
ſides the imputation of Adam's apollaſy, beſides the 
commiſſion of numberleſs iniquities, we were born in 
ſin; - are, by nature, enmity againſt GOD ;—in all 
our facul' ies corrupt ;—in every imagination evil ;— 
and, even when renewed + by grace, are ſtill, ſtill 
tainted with ſome baſe remains of the old leproſy. 

After all, he bid me conſider, — what fruits muſt 
ſpring from ſuch a nature ?—how they muſt appear, 
when compared with uch a law - what they mutt 
deſerve, when tried before ſuch a GOD ?— Theſe, I 
muſt confeſs, are very weighty and ſtartling queries. 
If theſe repreſentations are true, the face of human 
affairs carries a molt gloomy afpet. Or rather, a 
moſt dreadful fRtorm is hanging over the children of 
men. Aſpaſis urges me to fly, without any delay, to 
the convert of CHRIST's meritorious obedience. 
This, he ſays, was wrought out in my name, and in 
my ſtead; this will be admitted, both at the throne 


of grace, and the bar of judgment, as my juſtifying _ 
righteouſneſs, 1 | N 5 
r. | 5 | | 
This, he adds, opens a way, on G0 D's part, for 
the largeſt emanations and moſt honourable exerciſe 
of mercy. On man's part, it founds a title to par- 
don, to life, and every ſpiritual. blefſiag. This doc- 
| „ " trine, 


4 


Eren when renewed—-For a diſplay of this important truth, 
and aremedy againſt this ſtubborn evil, let me refer the reader 
to a little treatiſe publiſhed by Dr wen, and entitled, The 
"nature, power, deceit, and prevalercy, of the remainders of indwe!- _ 
ting fin in believers — The author's pen is indeed a dilleftiog 
knife, goes deep into his ſubject, and lays open this plague. 
of the heart. Like a workman that necd not be aſhamed, 
Ae demonitrates his point from the unerring word of GOD, 
and the acknowledged experience of Chriſtians. Like a com- 
'paſhonatc as well as able phyſician, he all along preſcribes 
the proper antidote; nay, he ſhews how the poiſon may he 
ae hy divine grace, and fo managed by the watch- 
ful patient, as to became medicinal, ſaiutary, and conducive 
1s the mult beneticial purpoſes, / | e 


. 
} 
1 


rity, in all their generations. 
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trine, eſpecially in ſuch a connection, begins to put 


on a more recommending appearance. My prejudices 
are really wearing away. I am almoſt a convert. 
Aſbaſio overheard the cloſe of theſe reflections. Un- 
willing. to interrupt his friend in ſo ſerious an inquiry, 
and deſirous to obferve the iſſue of fo intereſting a de- 
bate, he had hitherto concealed himſelf. But think- 
ing this a favourable minute, he ſtepped forward, and 
Aſp. Almeſt! and why not altogether a convert? 
What ſhould hinder my dear Theron from ſubmitting 
to ſo rational a ſcheme, with the moſt entire acqui- 
eſcence ? What ſhould hinder him from embracing ſo 
comfortable a doctrine with the utmoſt complacency ? 
Why ſhould he not ſubſcribe, both with hand and 
heart, that divine decree? Their righteouſneſs is of me, 
„„ 2209 oO Ts ag Ih 
Fer. If, by this doQrine, the claims of the law are 
anſwered, —if the perfections of GOD are glorified, — 
if the intereſts of merality are ſecured, —I mult ac 
knowledge, it it will he more wvortly of acceptance, than 
I could once have imagined. _ DE TY uk 
Ap. And if all theſe points are not gained, gained 
too in the moſt eminent manner, TI ſolemnly declare, 
that I will never plead for imputed righteouſneſs more. 
But the claims of the Jaw are all anſwered.— For. 
there is nothing in its ſacred injunctions, which 
CHRIST did "4 perform; and nothing in its awful. 
threatenings, which CHRIST did not ſuſtain, He 
fulfilled af 
heart, and the molt perfect integrity of life. He ex- 
hauſted its whole curſe, when he hung upon the creſs, 
abandoned by his FATHER, and a bleeding victim 
for the ſins of his people. —This obedience brings high 
er honour to the divine Jaw, than 1t could have received. 
from the uninterrupted duty of Adam, and all his poſte- 
The per/iftions of GOD, which were diſhonoured by 


our 


"Il uv. 17. 


its precepts, by an unſpotted purity of 
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our rebellion, are 5 "BY He oprats, hy this me» 
. of juſtification, inconcvivably tech in ſbewing mer- 

yet Ready, inflexihly ſteady. * exceuting ,vene 
. Ihe ſceptre of grace, and the rd of ju ice, 
have each its due exerciſ:, each its full ſcape, The 
holineſs of the divine nature, and the dignity of the di- 
vine. government, are rot only maintained, but moſt 
mag niſicently diſplayed. Tndeed, it is the peculiar ex- 
cellence of this wonderful expedient, that it renders 4 
the divine-attributes e renera'sle, and ſupreme- 
17 amiable. 

Ther. But are the intereſts of morality ſecured? This 
is what I am ſtrongly inclined to doubt. And, to ſay 
the truth, this is now my ow e to your 
ſcheme. 

Aſp. I hall n never blame my friend, for being vigilant | 
and jealous over the intereſts of morality. If our doc- 
trine had a malignant aſpect on true morality, I wo.ld 
give my voice againſt it, and uſe all my endeavours to 
ſuppreſs it. — But it is formed with every tendency to 
awaken the:u!msf- dread of fin, and affect us with the 

warmeſt ſenſe of our CREATOR's love. And is not 
that the ne barrier againſt the incroachments of 
vice? Is not His the ſweeteſt inducement to the prac 8 
tice of virtue? 

Lam glad to find, that a jealouſy for the intereſts of : 
morality, is the chief obſtacle: in the way of your al- _ 
ſent 3 becauſe, I am: perſuaded, it is much of the ſame 
nature with thoſe forbidding and miſtaken apprehenſi- 
ons, Which our anceſtors entertained, concerning the 
ocean. They looked upon it as an unſurmountable ob- 
| firuCtion to univerſal ſociety: Whereas it is, in fact, 
the very cement of ſociety ; the only means of accom - 
pliſhing a general intercourſe ; and the great highway 
to all the nations of the earth. What is here affirmed, 
may, on ſome future occaſion, be proved.—At preſent, 
let me deſire you to imagine, rather, may the bleſſed 
8PIRIT enable you to believe, that your fins are e: 
«ted, threugh the death of FESUS CHRIST: Thas 


DI A J. 0.6 T'E NJ. 


a righteouſneſs is given you, by virtue of which, you 
may have free and welcome acceſs to GOD; the merit 
of which you may plead, for obtaining all the bleſſings _ 
of time and eternity.— Then let me aſk, Will this alze- 
rate your aſſections from your almighty BENEFAC- 
TOR? Will this irritate evil concupiſcence, or fend _ 
you to carnal oh atifications in queſt of happineſs? Quite 
the reverſe. When this faith is wrought in your heart, 
no:hing will be ſo powerful to produce holy love, and 
willing obedience ; to exalt your Gefares; and enable you | 
to overcome the world. 
What ſays the apoſtle? 7 through the law am dead te 
the law*, Being made to underſtand its ſpirituality and 
perfection, I have no longer any hope of juſtification 
from my own conformity to its precepts. Did this 
prompt him, did this embolden him, to neglect or vio- 
late his duty? Hear the ſacred writer's own declaration, 
1 am releaſed from the rigour and bondage of the law ; 
Jam directed to CHRIST for righteouſneſs and falva- 
tion; that I may live unto GOD : that my whole life 
may be devoted to H1s honour, who has brought me 


into aſtate ſo delightful, into a liberty ſo glorious. 


Ther. This liberty, I am afraid, will be of very: lit- 


te ſervice to the licentious and gay world, 


Aſp. I ſhall be in no pain even for the gay PF if | 
once they cordially receive this grace, and are vitall 
influenced by this doctrine: which, far from diſſolviug 
the leaſt obligation to obedience, or weakening any one 
principle of piety, adds to every other metive, the en- 


dearing engagements of -——— and the winmng per- 


ſuaſives of love. 
| Nay, I verily believe, that mwoultitaded in the gay and 
hcentious world, are held faft in the ſatal ſnare, by their 
ignorance of this ſweet, alluring, conſolatory truth. 

They find themſelves deeply obnoxious to divine jul- 
tice, and feel themſclves ſtrongly bound with the chains 
of ſenſuality. They think, it is impoſſible to clear the 


enctmous ſcore of their guilt; impoilible to deliver 


8 8 en 
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themſelves from the confirmed dominion of fin, There- 


fore, like deſperate debtors, they ſtifle every ſerious 


thought; leſt a conſciouſneſs of their long arrears, and 
a proſpe& of the dreadful reckoning, thould torment 
them before the time*, © 

But if they were informed, that the infinitely-merci- 


ful SON of GOD has undertaken to redeem ſuck un- 


done and helpleſs ſinners ;—that he has thorougly ex- 
piated the moſt horrid tranſgreſſions, and procured even 


for ungodly wretehes, all the needful ſupplies of ſtrength- 
ening grace that, inſtead of being prohibited, they 


are invited to partake, fFeely to partake, of theſe un- 
ſpeakable bleflings ;—were they acquainted with theſe 
glad tidings of the goſpel, ſurely. they would burſt their 


chains, and ſpring to liberty. 'Fheſe truths, if once re- 
vealed in their hearts, would, of all conlidepations, be 


molt effect ual to make them free f. 


What ſhall I ſay more, to obtain my Therun's ap» 
probation? Shall I point out and plead the molt illu - 


ftrious precedents GOD the FATHER is well 


pleaſed with this righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER. 
He expreffes his complacency by the moſt emphatical 
words: Behold my ſervant, whom I uphold 5 mine elect, 
in whom my foul delighteth *. In CHRIST and his 
righteouſneſs, GOD is not only pleaſed but delighted + 


his very ſoul, every perfection of the GODHEAD, 


with ineffable ſatisfaQtion, refts and acquieſces in them. 
I faid ineffable ;' for he has declared this, in a man- 
ner ſuperior to all the energy of language, by railing 
eur crucified SURETY from the dead, by exalting him 
to. the heaven of heavens, and placing him at his own. 


right hand in glory. 


Our LORD JES CHRIST is well pleaſed. He 
eſteems it his honour to ſhine forth: as the everlaſting 
righteouſneſs of his people. It is the brighteſt jewel 


bis mediatorial crown, Tn this he fees of the tra- 


vail of tis foul, and is ſatisfied: accounting himſelf 


ſully 


1 Math. vii. . + John viii. 34 
| . 
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fully recompenſed, for all the labours of his life, and 
all the ſorrows of his death, when ſinners are waſhed 


4 from their guilt in bis blood, and ee faultleſs by 
BY an obcdience. 

+: The HOLY SPIRIT is bqvaily: pleaſed with this 
15 e tranſaction, and its noble effects. It is his pecu- 


har office, and favourite employ, to co-zvince. the world 


"7 4 of their SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs: not only that his 


nature was ſpotleſsly pure; and his converſation per- 
"=, fectly holy * t that from both reſults a righteouſneſs, 
ol iafnite dignity, and everlaſting efficacy ; ſufficient, 
| throughout all ages ſufficient, for the acceptance and 


ſalvation of the moſt unworthy creatures. 
Since then this method of acceptance and dienten | 
is excellent and glorious, in the eyes of the adorable 
| TRINTTY. ; fince it magnifies the law, and yields the 
# moſt exalted bonour to its divine AUTHOR ;-- ſince 
| 1 it makes ample proviſion for the holineſs of a c rut, 
and the happineſs of a rained world ;—why ſhould my 
friend any longer diflike it, oppoſe it, or treat it with a 
cold indifference? Surely, all theſe grand recotramenda- 
tions. are enough to over-rule any little objections, 
W which may ariſe from the ſuſpicions of timidity, or may 
be ſtarted by the the artiſices of ſophiſtry. 5 | 
Fuer. I know not how it is, Ajhafro ; but I cannot 
reconcile myſelf to this ductrine of imputed righteouſ- 
"FF nels, notwithſtanding all the Pais br have taken to 
make me a convert, 
1 Aſp. The diſappoiatment is mine, but che loſs. 1s 
yours, Theron. - However, let me entreat you, not to 
1 Jreject my ſentiments aviclutely, nor to condenin them 
; Prematurely. Suppoſe it poſſible at leaſt, that they may 
K 1 true; and weigh them in an even en ee 
1 *. Wm from your Aſpaſio's folly. I was once exactly 
8: your ſituation; ſaw regs in your light, and through | 
your medium, 
Converſing, I well . with a 7 FRY but 
| ha Deron; eur diſcourſe happened to turn upon 
that lolemn. admonition.; If any man will come after 


ME, 
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ME, let him deny himſelf *. I was harranguing upon = 


the import and extent of the duty; ſhewing, that be: 
merely to forbear the infamous action, is little. We 


mult deny admittance, deny entertainment at leaſt, to 
the evil Imagination; and quench even the enkindling :; 
ſpark of irregular defire.—When I had ſhot a random WM \ 
bolt, my honeſt friend replied, ** There is another in- 
«© {lance of felf. denial, to which this injunction ex- A 
« tends, and which is of very great moment in the 
% Chriſtian religion. I mean, the inſtance of renoun- 
eing our own ſtrength, and our own righteouſneſs ; 
* not leaning on that for holineſs 5 nor relying on 
« %, for juſtification.”—I thought the old man, I 
muſt confeſs, little better than a ſuperſtitious dotard ; 
and wondered at (what I then fancied) the motley 
mixture of piety and oddity in his notions. But now 
I difcern ſenſe, ſolidity, and truth in his obſervation. 
Now | perceive, that we ourſelves are often the dream- 
ers, when we imagine others to be faſt aſleep . 
Ther. I ſhall not forget your caution, and will en- 
deavour to avoid the rock, on which my Mais ftruck; 8 
but happily, it ſeems, clcaved ſhipwreck. — You may o 
likewiſe aſſure yourſelf, that, upon a ſubje& of ex, 
ceeding great and eternal conſequence, I ſhall not fail 
to uſe the moſt attentive and impartial conſideration. g 
An indolent ſupineneſs, or a bigotted obſtinacy, in this , 
great criſis of affaire, would be of all errors the mot 77 
inexcuſable, and muſt prove of all miſcarriages the a 
moſt fatal. ir 
Aſp. But fill you cannot . Hue: And no 
1 wonder. For this way of ſalvation runs directly coun- > 
Fi ter to the ſtream - of corrupt nature, It puzzles our 
1 reaſon, 
| * Matth. xvi. 24. 


7 Milton thought the ſame, otherwiſe he would never have | 3 
put thoſe words into the mouth of a divine ſpcaker, $ 


-Thy merit N a 
Imputed ſhall abſelve them, who renounce. fu 
Their own, both righicous and unrighteous, deeds ; mi 


And live m the tranſplanted, and Tow thee Tg ; 
Receive new life. Book III. 190. 


* Fa. 
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reaſon, and offends our pride. What? ſhall we, not 


work; but believe unto righteouſneſs * Shall we receive 
all fezly, and reckon ourſelves no better than unprofit- 


a4 ble ſervants? This is a method, to which we ſhould 


never ſubmit ; this is a propoſal, which we ſhould al- 


ways ſpurn; were not our ſentiments rectiſied, and 
our hearts new moulded, by ſovereign grace. hs 


Let me remind you of a little incident, which you 


"#7 muſt have read in the Grecian hiſtory. A certain 
*=X ſtranger came, one day, to dine with ſome Lacedæ- 
= monians, They, you know, always ſat down at a pub- 


lic table, and were content with the plaineſt food. 


FIT 


1 
54 
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The gentleman, accuſtomed to higher eating, could 
not forbear expreſſing his diſguſt at the homely provi- 
EX ton.—Sir, ſaid the cook, you don't make uſe of the 
"XX /auce. What do you mean? replicd the gueſt.— You 
don't uſe hard exerciſe ; nor habituate yourſelf to long 
abſtinence; nor bring a ſharpened appetite to the 
meal. And you, my dear friend, I am apprehenſive, 
have not the ſauce ; have not the proper preparative 
for this ſalutary doctrine; which is indeed the bread 
of life, and the very marrow of the goſpel. | 


Ther. What preparative? _ 


Aſp. A ſenſe of your great depravity, your extreme 


guilt, and your utterly-undone condition. — While de- 
"IF /titute of theſe convictions, our fouls will be like /e 
Full ſta mach, that loaths even the honeycomb.—So long 


as theſe eonvictions are „light, and hover only in the 
imagination; we ſhall be like Gallis + liſtleſs, indif- 
Ms „„ ferent, 


| | 1 MF 2M Rom, X. 10. . Fo | 
+ Acts xviii. 179. A late commentator, of diſtinguiſhed 


=X eminence, has attempted to vindicate Gallio's conduct; and 


a pait both religious and unjuſt.—Jrreligious, 


would repreſent it as an amiable inſtance of prudence and me- 


deration, . 


Acoording to my apprehenſion, this Roman 8 acted 
ecauſe he re- 


fuſed to hear the apoſtle's defence; which was the moſt likely 
means of his converſion and ſalvation. As one great end, 


Vor. III. 
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ferent, and caring for nome , theſe thing. — But when 
they are deep, and peretrate the heart, then the righ- 
teouſneſs of a REDEEMER will be ſweet, taſteful, 
and inviting ; as myrrh and frankincenſe to the ſmell, 
as milk and honey to the palate, as gold and treaſures 
to the ruined bankrupt. _ Tt 
Tuer. What method would you adviſe me to uſe, in 
order to get theſe convictions impreſſed on my heart? 
Aſp. dene to underſtand GO D's holy law. 
Conlider, how pure, how extenſive, how ſublimely 
perfect it is.— Then judge of your ſpiritual ſtate, not 
from the flattering ſuggeſtions of ſelf-love, nor from 
the deſective examples of your fellow- creatures, but by 
this @7erring ſtandard of the ſanAtuary.— Above all, 
beſeech the GOD and FATHER of our LORD FE- 
SUS CHRIST, to ſend his enlightening SPIRIT in- 


why providence permitted the preachers of the goſpel] to be brought 
before rulers and kings, was, that ſuch an incideut might ſerve 
£45 fc 49915, Matth. x. 18. for a teſtimony (not again * 
hut) o them : that even the potentates of the earth, prejudi- 
ced and ſupercilious as they were, might hereby have an op- 
portunity of hearing the Chriſtian doctrine, and ſeeing its effi- 
cacy on the ſpirits of men.—Unjujt, becauſe he permitted 
Soſthenes, then an innocent - perſon, afterwards a diſciple of 
CHRIST, (1 Cor. i. 1.) to be ſo illegally treated, and outrage- 
ouſly abuſed, without interpoſing for his reſcue. Here was 
evidently a breach of the peace; a violation of the laws. Of 
this therefore the civil magiſtrate ought ro have taken cogni- 
zance; however he might fancy himſelf diſcharged from the 
obligation of attending to the goſpel, or protectiug its preach- 
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ers: however he might imagine himſelf authoriſed, to treat 8 


divine truths with contempt ; and call ihe ſiriving jor the faith, 
a wrangling about words and names. | Fo 

_ Beſides, if the HOLY SPIRIT intended ro fix a mark of 
approbation, rather than a brand of infamy upon the proconſul's 
behaviour; I cannot but think, it would have been expreſſed 


in a manner, different from xa nde T T TR Bf 
bees geb. Which, if it be the language of applauſe, requires * 


tome more than ordinary ſkill in criticiſm, to underſtand it 
aright. But, if it be the voice of cenſure, it is obvious aug in- 
telligible to every reader. FA * | 
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to your ſoul. For indeed, without the enlightening 
influences of the SPIRIT, we may have the divine 
law in our hand; we may comprehend its grammati- 
cal meaning; yet be like blind Bartimeus under the 
meridian ſun. It is the bleſſed SPIRIT alone, who 
can rend the veil of i ignorance from our minds; and 
ſhew us, either © the wonderful things of GOD's 
% law,” or the glorious myſteries of his goſpel. In 
this ſenſe, our polite poet“ ſpeaks a truth, as ſingu- 
larly important, as it is elegan-ly expreſſed : 


He from thick films ſhall purge the t viſual ray, 
And en the fightleſs eye-ball pour the day. 


Wil you give me leave to propoſe another expedĩ- 
ent? which, I believe, may be conſiderably ſerviecable 
in this particular caſe; which, J am aſſured, will be _ 
greatly advantageous in many other reſpe&ts, 

Ther. Backward as I am to adopt your doctrine, I 
am no enemy to my own interelt ; therefore {hail not 
only give you leave to propoie, hat give you thanks. 
for communicating, ſo valuable an advice. e 

Aſp. It is, in reality, none of mine. It was long 
ago recommended by your old waer Horace T. 
It conſiſts in keeping a diary. | 

Compile a ſecret hiſtory of your heart and conduct. 
— Take notice of the manner in which your 7/2 is 


\ ſpent, and of the flrain W chich runs through your 4½% 


courſe ; how often the former is loſt in e how. 
often the latter evaporates in vanity, —Aftend to the 
Principle from which your actions flow; whether 
from the ſteady habitual love of GOD, or from ſome 


ne 0 and a cuſtomary propenlity to » pleiſe : 


Four» 


Mr Pope. in lis charming poem ſty! cd the Mega 
+ Ie velut ſidis arcana fodahbus elm 
Credebat libris : reque ſi male cefferat uſqnam 
Decurrens alio, negue ft bene: 9 fit, ut emis 
Votiva patent veicti 1 ripta tatells | | 
| Las ken i Hon Ar. Sat. 
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yourſelf? Minute down your fins of omiſion ; how 
frequently you neglect to glorify your CREATOR, 
to edify your fellow- creatures, and to improve your- 
felf in knowledge and holineſs, - Obſerve the frame of 
your ſpirit in religious duties. With what reluctance 
they are undertaken, and with what indevotion per— 
formed; with how many wanderings of thought, and 
how much dulneſs of deſire.— Hew often, in the com- | 
mon affairs of life, you feel the inordinete {allies of 
paſſion,” the workings of evil concupiſcence, or the } 
intruſion of foolith imaginations, | | — 

Regiſter thoſe ret Faults: to which none but your "2 

own conſeience is privy, and which none but the all!? 
ſeeing eye diſcerns. — Often review theſe intereſting 
memoirs. , Frequently contemplate yourſelf in this 
faithful mirror. An artiſt, ſometime ago, took a ſur- 
vey of your eſtate ; drew the form, and meaſured the 
_ dimenſions, of each incloſure ; pictured out every 
} hedge, and ſcarce omitted a fingle tree, which grew 
4 upon the premiſſes.— Act thus with your will, your 
underſtanding, your affections. Theſe are your noble 
internal demeſne ; of which none but yourſelf can be a 
competent ſurveyor. Oe = „„ 
Ther. It is unreaſonable and prepoſterous, I muſt 
acknowledge, to be minutely exact in meaner matters, 
and uſe no accuracy of inſpection in the moſt momen- 
tous affairs: to have a correct draught of our lands, 
which are a tran/ient inheritance ; and no map of that 
_ evert1ſting poſſeſſion, the ſoul. 5 bo 

Ajp. Gratify me then, my dear Theron, in this par- 
ticular, As I purpoſe to ſet out very early in the 
morning, J ſhall inſiſt upon it, that you do not rife 
before your uſual time, in order to compliment my 
departure. But I now make it my e with, and my 
parting requeſt, that you will, for ſome months at 
leaſt, keep a diary. ; 

You have wondered at my opinion, concerning the 
corruption of our nature, and the inſufficiency of our 
1:-htcouſneſs, This may ſeem range, this may ap- 
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ear. ſhocking, to a mind unacquainted With itſelf. 
Bat, when you have ſearched your heart, by this 
probe ; when you have felt the uulſe of your ſoul, by 
ſelf-examination ; then you will be better able to 
judge of my ſentiments, and enter into the reaſons of 
my faith. _ „„ 8 : 
By this means, we ſhall alſo diſcover the ſins that 
molt eaſily beſet .us ; which molt frequently elude our 
vigilance, and baffle our reſolution. We ſhall learn, 
how to poſt our guard; en to exerciſe the ſtricteſt 
watch; and «vhere to direct the artillery of prayer.— 
In a word, we ſhall learn, better than from ten thou- 
fand volumes, to Know OURSELVES: A knowledge, 
which was ſuppoſed, by the ancient philoſophers, to 
deſcend from heaven“; and which, I believe, our 
Chriſtian divines will allow, has a happy tendency to 
lead people thither : becauſe, of all other preparatives, 
it belt diſpoſes them for that bleſſed REDEEMER,. 
who is the way, the only way to thoſe bliſsful man- 


ſions. 


Now I have mentioned a way, let me ſuppoſe you 
travelling through an unknown country. You come 
to a place, where the road divides itſelf into two e- 
quelly-inviting parts. You are at a loſs, which track 
to purſue, Whoſe direction will you chuſe to follow? 
that man's, who has paſſed through neither of them ? 
that man's, who has paſſed through one of them only? 
or that man's, who has paſſed and repaſſed them both 2 
— To wait for an anſwer, would be an affront to your 
judgment. Only let me obſerve, that the laſt is your 
Aſpajis's cale, He has travelled long, and proceeded 
far, even in your path. All that circumſpection and 
aſſiduity, all that prayer and ſelf-denial, all that faſt- 


ing and alms, and every other means of grace could 


do, in order to eſtabliſh a rightcouſneſs of his own, 
has been done. But to no purpoſe. —He has alſo trode- 


every ſtep in the way, which he recommends to his 
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beloved ſriend. He has made the trial; can ſet his 
Probatum e/t, to whatever he adviſes; and may very 


truly ſay, with his divine MASTER, We ſpeak that 


ave do know®, and teſtify that we have experienced. 
Ther. I am ſorry to obſerve, that the night is co- 


ming on, and Sur converſation almoſt at an end. My 


regret is increaſed, by the conſideration of your in- 
tended journey. — Though buſineſs * you to de- 


part; it will, I hope, afford you leiſure to write... 
This will be ſome compenſation for the want of your 
_ company. | | . „ 
Vonder ſun is ſinking below the horizon, and juſt 
taking his leave of our earth. To retard the depart- 


ing radiance, at leaſt to alleviate the approaching loſs, 
thoſe weſtern clouds catch the rays ; and reflect them 


to our view, in a moft amuſing diverſity of colours. 
By this means, we enjoy the great luminary in is 
beams, even when his orb is withdrawn from our ſight. 


— An epiſtolary correſpondence has ſomething of the 


ſame nature. Letters may be called the talk of abſent. 
Friends. By this expedient, they communicate their 


thoughts, even though countries, kingdoms, or ſeas 


Intercept their ſpeech. You. muſt, therefore, promiſe 
me this ſatisfaction ; and let me converſe with my A 
paſio by the pen, when I can no longer have an inter- 


courſe with him in per/o7. 5 N 
Aſp. You have anticipated me, Theren. Other- 
wiſe, what is now my promiſe, would have been my 


requeſt. 


I cannot but take notice of another particularity in 
that magnificient aſſemblage of clouds. How they va- 
"ried their appearance, as the lamp of day changed its 


fituation.—A little while, ago, thoſe curtains of the 


ſky were ſtreaked with orange, or tinged with amber. 


Preſently, they borrowed the bluſh of the roſe, or the 
loftened red of the pink. Ere long, they glow with 


vermilion, or depen into crimſon. Soon ſucceeds 


the parple- tinctured robe of majeſty ;* and as ſoon 


— John 111. 11. 
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(chus tranſient is all ſublunary grandeur !) gives place 
to the /able veil of evening, or the gloomy pall of night. 
— Such, I truſt, will be the iſſue of my Theron's pre- 
ſent apprehenſions. All his ſplendid ideas of human 
excellency and ſelf- righteouſneſs will become faint; 
will loſe their imaginary luſtre; till, at length, they 
fade away, and darken into abſolute , HEabaſement.— 
Then the SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS will be a- 
miable, will be deſireable, as tlie beauties of the dawn, 

breaking upon the ſhades of night. 1 


deſcription 3 ; 


weeks. — This evening we had a moſt pleaſant ramble. x 


ry eye, an 
ve ſeemed like uονtrollin gin their eloyſters.Turniug 
dort at the end, we enter a paralle] range of majeltic 
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AsrAs10 to THERON. N 

Dear Tatron, 1 
AM now at the ſeat of my worthy friend Camilla; 7 
where buſineſs and inclination will fix me for ſome $ 

I have met with nothing ſo agrecable, ſince I left your AF 
houſe, and loſt your company. =. 
The time was juſt arrived, and the ſcene was fully 7 
opened, which furniſhed our great poet with his fine 4 10 


Mis 
Now was the fun in weſtern cadence 7" 
Frem noon 5 and gentle airs, due at their hour, 


To fan the earth now wak'd, and uſher in 
The evening cool. 


At this juncture, G in vited r me to take the a air, bn 
— We walked, ſeveral times, a cloſe ſhady alley, Mne 


arched 1 foilage of flbert Here, hid, from eve- 
e whoſe watfO withdrawn: fror our view, 


| * 


r 


and 


ſ 
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1 nd utiiformly-ſpreading walnut treet. This tranſition 
aas ſomewhat like advancing, through a low porch, in 
Jo the iſles of a magnificent cathedral. The broad leaf, 
ud large trunk of thoſe lordly trees, — their very diffu- 
e ſpread, added to their prodigious height, —give 
Fhem an air of uncommon dignity. It ſwells the ima- 

rination with vaſt ideas, Hs entertains us with a ro- 
nantic kind of delight, to expatiate amidſt ſuch huge 
olumns, and under ſuch ſuperb elevations, of living ar- 
9 RF To 0g Tony 
2X Quitting our cathedral, we turn once again, and paſs 
into a grand colonade of oaks ; ſo regular in their ſitu- 


* 


Prion, ſo fimilar in their ſize, and fo remarkably corre- 
9 . | . | | 8 
Pondent in every circumſtance, that they looked like 
ie toit of nature; not only pefonging to the ſame 
ZKÞmily, but produced at the ſame birth. Through 
"ZDÞeſe lay a walk, ſtrait, ſpacious, and gracefully long; 
r exceeding the laſt in the extent of its area, though 
hoch inferior in the ſtatelineſs of its ceiling. It put 
e in mind of that divine benignity, which has allowed 
285 fx days, for the proſecution of our own comparative- 
oF -low affairs; and ſet apart but one, for the more im- 
ediate attendance on the ſublime exerciſes of devotion. 
This walk was covered with the neateſt gravel; and 
ot a weed to be ſeen, nor one ſpire of graſs, through 
Ihe whole extended ſurface. It ſtole into a continual 
ſcent ; yet ſo very gradually, that the riſe was ſcarce 
iſcernable, either by the ſearching eye, the toiling 
Meet, or the panting breath.—At theextremity, a hand- 
ome ſummerhouſe ſhewed a flight of ſteps, and half a 
enetian door. The reſt of the building was hid by 


he cluſtering branches. | 
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As ſoon as we enter the apartment, Camillus throws 
pen the left-hand ſaſh; and, with it, a moſt enlarged 
nd amuſive proſped.—The ſtructure appeared fituate 
dn the brow of a conſiderable eminence: whoſe ſides 
vere partly confuſed and wild with broken rocks, partly 
jagged and perplexed with thorny ſhrubs. The ſpecta- 
or is agreeably ſurpriſed, to find himſelf ERIE 155 
OT: . | with 


*@ ASPASIO To THERON, Let. 1. 


with fo elegant a manſion, on the ſummit of ſo rude 

and ruinous a ſpot. —But how greatly is his ſurpriſe 
And his fatisfaftion augmented, when he caſts his eye 
forward; and beholds the-beautiful meads, which, from 
the foot of this ragged hill, ſtretch themſelves into a 
ſpace almoſt ebe! 15 
Through the midſt of this extenſive vale, which was 
decked with the fineſt verdure, and repleniſhed with the 
richeſt herbage, a river rolled its copious flood; rolled 
in a thouſand ſerpentine meanders, as though it had loſt 
its way in the flowery labyrinth, or made repeated ef- 
forts of flowing back to its ſource, Till, at lait, hav- 
ing wandered more than twice the length of the mea- 
dows ; having held a mirror to the aſpiring poplars, 
and bending willows ; having paid a welcome ſalute to 
ſeveral ornamented villas, and paſſed through the arches 
oſ two or three curiouſly pendent bridges; it feemcd to 
meet the ſky, and mingle with the horizon. 


Oppolite to the frontewrindow, a caſcade fell from the 
adjacent ſtream, It flaſhed and foamed along the broad 
flope, indented with ſmall pits, and jagged with 
protuberant ſtones. The current, vexed and embarraf- 
ſed, ſeemed to rave at the intervening obſtacles : and 
forcing its rapid, indignant, ſonoreus way, ſtruck the 

ear with a pale of liquid thunder. Theſe fretful waters, 

_ —let our angry paſhons obſerve the admonition, and 
follow the example,— ſoon were pacified ; ſoon forgot 
to chide. Collected into alittle rivulet, they ran off in 
calm and filent lapſe, till they loſt themſelves among% 
beds of oſier, and plantations of alder. | 


The river, widening as it flowed, was parted here 


and there by ſeveral little iſlands, Some tufted with 
reeds, and the reſort of ſwans. Some adorned with 
| ſtately porticoes, and ſplended alcover, the graceful re- 
| treats of rural pleaſure. Some furniſhed with green 


embowering walks, fitted for ſtudious retirement and 


ſedate contemplation.— On either fide of the charming 
valley, towns and villages lay thick and looked gay; 
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adding ornament and variety to the {cene, and receiving 
innumerable advantages from the pang wave. 
The whole recalled to an attentive obſerver's mind, 


| that amiable and auguſt ſpectacle, which the Syrian * 
| ſoothſayer could not beheld, without a rapture of de- 


light: — From the top of the rocks I ſee the tribes of IE 
HOVAH, and from the hills I behold the habitations of 

his choſen people. How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob! 
and thy tabernacles, 0 Ijrael! As the valleys, are they 
ſpread forth ; as gardens, by the river*s fide 5; as trees of. 


exquiſite fragrance , abãich the LORD hath planted 4. 


cedars of ſtatelieſt growth, fouriſhing beſide the waters. 
We had but juſt looked about us, when a meſſenger 


came for Camillus. As he wos called to ſettle ſome 
private affairs, I choſe to ſtay in this inviting retreat; 
and determined to make myſelf amends for the loſs of 
= Camillus's company, by beginning a correſpondence 
with my Theron. —We have pen, ink, and paper, in all 
our rural retirements ; that, if any thing is ſtarted in 
# diſcourſe, or occurs in meditation, worthy to be remem- 
bered, it may immediately be committed to writing. 


I could not but obſerve to my friend, that, fine as 


the proſpect appeared, there was one decoration want- 


ing ; if ſome grand deformity may be called a decora- 


tion. The ridges of a bleak and barren mountain, or 


the ſkirts of a ſun-burnt tawny heath, would give ad- 
ditional livelineſs to the ornamented parts of the land- 


ſcape, and make their beauties ſtrike with double vi- 


gour.— This alſo, by ſhewing us, what wretched abodes 


and inhoſpitable quarters might have fallen to our ſhare, 
would awaken in our hearts a more fervent gratitude 


to 
363 * Numb. XIIil. 5. | | 
_ + Numb. xxiv. 5, 6. It is well known, that the word ane 
is uſed in the ſacred writings, to denote either a delightfal per- 


ume, Prov. vii. 17. or that aromatic plant, which produces it, 


Cant. iv. 14, —For which reaſon, I twink it very juſtifiable, to 


| render the expreſſion, frees of exquiſite fragrance ; and am per- 


ſuaded, it will be far more intelligible to the gencrality of rea- 


ders, than trees of lign alves, 
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to the ſupreme DISPOSER of things; who has caſt 


our lot in a fairer ground, and given as a more good- 
“ ly heritage.” „ ok 
So, a proper knowledge of the divine /aw,—of its 


ſublime perfections, and rigorous ſanction, — joined with 


a conviction of our own extreme deficiency, and mani- 
fold tranſgreſſions ; all this would endear the bleſſed 
ES to our affections, and powerfully recommend 


his righteouſneſs to our deſires. — The remainder of this 


epiſtle, therefore, ſhall turn upon ſome inſtances of duty, 
injoined in that ſacred ſyſtem. By which it may be 
highly uſeful to examine our conduct, and ſift our 
hearts; in which, I believe we have all fallen ſhort, and 
are all become guilty ; om which, we may learn the 


imperfection of our beſt ſervices, and ſee the inexpreſ- 


ſible need of a better righteouſneſs than our own. 


The knowledge of GOD is the foundation of all vi- 


tal religion, and indeed is the conſummation of human 


| happineſs. It is not only matter of preſent duty, but 


the very eſſence of our future blifs: This is life eternal, 
to know thee the only true GOD, and FESUS CHRIST 
ahm thou haſt ſent *.—Yet, important and obligatory 
as it is, are we not very defective in this divine ſcience ? 
have we duly acquainted ourſelves with the marvellous 
excellencies of the LORD JEHOVAH 2 his uncon- 
trollable power, and all-comprehending wiſdom ; his 
unbounded goodneſs, and unwearied patience ;z his im- 
maculate holineſs, and inflexible juftice ; his never-fail- 
ing faithfulneſs, and inviolable veracity ?— Have we, ac- 
cording to the direction of our inſpired tutor, purſued 


this ſacred ſtudy on our knees ; and ſought this moſt 


noble of all intellectual endowments, not merely from 


books, but principally at the throne of grace? Have 


we ſought it, like that ancient euiſh ſtudent, with an 


early application, and with inceſſant aſſiduity; even 


14 


« from the flower, till the grape was ripe 1” 
. Jobn xvii. . „ 1. 
6 | Ecclus li. 15, 


BN as 


\. 
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Is that ſcanty ray of knowledge, which perhaps has 
forced itſelf through our original darkneſs, operative on 


our affections? Have we loved the LORD our GOD 


Wich all our heart? This is the firſt and great com- 


mandment*. Have we conſtantly entertained the moſt 


1 magnificent and honourable thoughts of his ſublime 


erfections? Is our eſteem for this immenſely-great and 


2X moiſt bleſſed BEING, high, ſuperlative, matchleſs ? | 
XX ſomewhat like that expreſſed by the pſalmiſt ; Whom 
ate I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth 
bat I deſire in compariſon of thee f. Have we been 
"X affcionately concerned for his glory, and zealous to 


advance his holy religion ? troubled, very ſenſibly | 


IT troubled, when our MAKER's honour has been tramp- 
led in the duſt, by licentious tongues, or flagitious 
WF dceds? TE e 


Have we made it our ruling care, to approve the 


hole of our life, and the moſt ſecret tranſactions of 
pour breaſt, to his all- ſeeing eye ? reſolved, deliberately 
freſolved to ſacrifice, not only our darling luſts, but even 
Pour moſt valuable intereſts, whenever they ſtand in com- 
h petition with the good pleaſure of his will? In a word, 
as the hart pantcth after the water-brooks, with ſucl! 
rebement and inextinguiſhable ardour, have we thirſted 
aſter— a brighter manifeſtation of his divine attributes, 
F—ſome ſweeter aſſurances of his ſpecial love, —and an 


ever-increaling conformity to his holy image? ET, 
Such was the temper of thoſe excellent men, who are“ 
characterized in the ſcriptures of truth, as children of 


tic HIGHEST, and patterns for our imitation. This 
2s their language: The defire of cur foul is unte thy 


name, and to the remembranee of thee. With my ſoul 


1 have 1 deſired thee in the night ; yea with my ſpirit with- 


n me will J ſeek thee early t. Neither is ſuch warmth : 
FR )) Te 
Matth. xxii. 38. +Pfal. Ixziii. . | 
f If. xxvi 8, 9. Wecan hardly tell, which to admire moſt, 
the beanty of the deſcription, or the piety of the perſops. I have 


Tefired ; and not with inactive wiſhes, but ſuch as prompt to 


vigorous endeavours, I will ſeek thee ; and early, with the 


+ ond # tho 
Vor. III. C 55 
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of love, ond tervour of defire, any needleſs or extrava- WM 
gant pitch of devotion 3 but a reaſcnable ſervice, indifſ- i 
penſably due, from all intelligent creatures, to the great ES. 
AUTHOR of cheir being; -in whom all poſſible per. 8 
fections, with the utmoſt exaltation and dignity, relive; 
from whom all manner of bleſſings, in the molt copi- 
ous and never-failing communications, flow. = 
When we receive, from an abſent friend, rich and 
repeated preſents ; caſks of generous wine, or jars of 
delicious fruit; we feel ourſelves enkindled into a grate- "8 
ful affection, We honour, we love the perſon, who al. 
lows us ſuch a diſtinguiſhed place in his heart; and e- 
preſſes his cordial regard, by ſuch a ſeries of active aud 
tender benevolence. —'The bleſſed GOD is a friend to 
us all, infinitely powerful, and equally munificent. We Mi 
are the conſtant objects of his more than friendly, of his 
parental cares. Every paſſing moment is a meſſenger 
of his patience, aud charged with ſome token of bis 
bounty. For ur fake, he has diffuſed bleſſings over 5 ER 
all the face of the earth; and commanded every ele. 
ment to concur, in miniſtering to our accommodation. 
He has not only adapted his benefits to our ſeveral 
wants; but has given them a diver/tication, large as 
the ſcope of our wiſhes ; and an enrichment, far beyond 
all that our fancy could concetve.-—Profufe liberality ! 8 
yet ſmall and ſcanty, compared with Eis molt adorable 8 
 benipnity in CHRIST FESTS. . 
What, if GOD, willing to manifeſt the ſuperabun- 
dant riches of his kiadncels, had made bare the arm of 
his omnipotence; and ftruck a moit miraculous road 
through the ſurges of the ocean, to afford us a ſafe 
| | | paſſage! 3 
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moſt vigilant application and unwearied aſſiduity.— The em- | 
phaſis is very much increaſed, by the addition of thoſe hvely | 
words, With ny ſoul, yea with my ſpirit ; with the whole bent and Bl 
ſway of my affeQions, and with the ſtead invariable dete, mi. 
nation of my judgment. — | tus have I defied thee, even in; 7! ul 
nicht ; when Loth the purſuits and the thoughts of other peo- 
ple are ſunk and loft in profound repoſe. Thus wil I ſeek} 
thee, with à zealc2rly as the tiſing,— conſtaut as tue etl nilg 
lun. | 


2 
$f 


£88 
„ 
Ry” 
1 of 
44808 
* 


— 


282 — 


* 


Ic. 3 | paſſage 2 if, to accommodate us in our travels, he had 
eat brought waters out of the flinty rock ; and vid the ra- 
er. vens bring meat to our hands, bid the winds convey 
de; manna to our doors ?—if, to furniſh us with a commo- 
pi. dious ſettlement, he had dethroned mighty kings, diſ- 
R poſſe ſſed populous nations, and made the walls of im- 
pregnable cities fall to the ground? if, to further the 
diſpatch of our buſineſs, or facilitate the conqueſt of 
ute. our enemies, he had arreſted the ſun in his meridian ca- 
ali 7 reer, and laid an embargo upon the moon, ſetting out 
. 1 on her nightly tour. ?—1n ſhort, if, to promote our wel- 
and fare, he had ſuſpended the powers, and controlled the 
1:0 laws of univerſal nature; had wrought % the miracles, 
We 208 exhibited in the land of Zgypt, or recorded in the vo- 
JT lumes of inſpiration z--frould we not think ourlelves 
acer < A under the moſt inviolable engagemente, to love the 
DYE be LORD our GOD ahe had done /5 great things for us ; 


over Ito love him unfeignedly and ardeatly ; to love him with 


* 
«83 

6» 
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Kc. 
& 
> * 


and 
; of 


(le. da ſupreme affection, far above every other amiable ob- 
* : 1. 3 f 7 112 ö 1 1 0 4 33 "PO 25 
ion. ct? Vet we have greater, incomparably- greater ob 


Sq xt ligations to our almighty BENEFACTOR, For 
—_ (bear O heavens! wonder O earth! and let eternity 
ond 4 dwell upon the ſtupendons truth!) GOD ſpared not kis 
ty SON his o SUN,—his tranſcendentiy-glorious and 
ale divinely-excellent SON; but delivered him up to the 
i aeepeſt humiliation, and to the molt accuriſ:cd death, 
Ver us men and our ſalvation. 8 
O, Theron ! have we been imprefſed with arender, at 
the contemplation of this goodneſs ? have our hearts 
(fe 8 glowed with gratitude, under a ſenſe of theſe mercies ? 
age! purely, no man need be convicted of any other crime, 
S at tlie great tribunal, than inlenſibiliiy of ſuch love, 
e em- and ingratitude for ſuch favours. This, without the 
lively YG on ilion of horrid impieties, is enough to leave him ab- 
t aud oY ſolutely inexcuſeable. This is enough to prove him 
os | 5 one of the moſt di/ingenuous and deteſtable of creatures. 
r pca- | | 
ſeek 
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Have we exerciſed ourſelves in frequent Hhaulſgiving? 
3 | W | : 2 . : 
Many are the exhortations to this honouratle duty, 


| C - Praiſe 
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Praiſe thy 6D, © Zion: praiſe him for his mighty 
acts f e—praiſe him according to his excellent greatfleſs}. 
—\nnumerable are the incitements to abound in this 
pleaſant ſervice. Every comfort has a voice, and cries 
in the ear of reaſon, © ! that men would therefore praiſe 
the LORD fer his goodneſs, Enery deliverance enfor- 
ces the addreſs, and furnithes freſh materials for the hea— 
venly employ.—The man after GOD's own heart de- 
clares, as an inviting example for our practice, I vill 
bleſs the LORD at all times: his praiſe ſhall continually 
be in my mouth : yea, as long as I have any being, 1 
will fing praiſes unte my GOD . — Indeed, when we 
conſider the inexhaultibly-rich bounty of GOD our 
CREATOR, aad the inconceivably-tender mercy of 
GOD our REDEEMER, it is both ſtrange and de- 
plorable, that the rr of GOD is not always prevzit- 
ing in our hearts, and the language of praiſe ever flow- 
ing from our lips. | © | | | 


J will not ſupnoſe our character fo irreligious, that 


we have neglected the daily worllAp of GOD, either in 
our cloſet, or in our family. — Hut have we prayed with 
tat proccund reverential Abe, which is due to the 
HIGH and LOFTUY ONE, wy infubliicil eterutygy? 
Have we made our ſupplications with that fervent im- 
portunity, which may in ſome meaſure correſpond with 
the extreme indigence of our ltate, and the invaluable 
worthof the bleſſings we crave? Iave our petitions been 
attended with that feady afrance, which may glorify the 


good- 


fal, eilen, % ð 44 fal el.. 5 
Amoug theſe exhortations, we may rank that beautiful 
and devout addieſe 10 GOD, ber Di Pial. xxii. 3. Thou 
that inbabite{—light inacceſſible, ſhall 1 ſay? the regions of 
immenſity, or the ages of eternity? No; but what is a more 
exalted charater—the praiſes of Tſrae! : tinely fignifying, that 
praiſe is a moſt acceptable ſacrifice, to which the divine Ma- 
{[ESTY attends with the greateſt delight :—intimating allo, 
that the exerciſe of praiſe ſhould not be an occahonal thing, 
like a tranjient viſit to a ſtrange,'s houſe ; but a daily and almoſt 
unintermitted ſervice, like the flated reſidence of a perſon in his 
on habitation. " | 1 8 | | 
+) § Pſal. xxxiv. 1. | Pfal. cxlvi. 2. 
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uin, is everlaſting ſtrength T ;- 
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1 N truth, und fuithfid for eber ; We call him F A 1 H E R 8 


but have we truſted in him, with that unſuſpecting, 


IT honourable, beggar'y, apprehentions, concerning the 
*W treaſures of his liberality, and the bowels of his pity ? 
Y rating them even lower than Our parents, our friends, 
or our own. 8 


2 
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be goodneſs, the power, the veracity of the LORD? may 


evidently de glare, that he 7s rich in mercy, 10 all that call | 
that he 7s the LORD JH], in 
that he is the GOD , 


cheerfal, ſilial confidence, which a child repoſes on the 
fidelity and indulgence of ſuch an carthly relative? Have 
we not entertained, too often entertained, narrow, dif- 


Have we been careful to carry the ſpirit of our 
W prayers into our 97 diary converſation ; and waited at 
the door, as well as approached to the throne of grace? 
©WF—Anmidit the intervals of our lolemn devotions, have 
"EF we cultivated an ejaculatzry intercourſe with heaven? 
lo highly would the ambitious courticr prize, and 


* 1 


_— 


Mow frequently would he % a privy key, which ſhould 


eie him, at all hours, free admittance, to his ſovereign. 
- This key of admittance, oaly to an infinitely more cx- 
alted POTEN VATE, we all poſſeſs in the practice of 
1 mental aſpirations to GOD. It is certainly the nobleſt 
employ, aud will be the richeſt improvement of our 
thooghts, to ſend them in ſuch ſhort embaſſies to the 
ING of kings; and to derive, by ſuch occalional. 


4 ſullies 9 of faith a renewed ſupply from the fountain of 
9 1 all 
1 Rom. x. 12, 4 If. Xx vi. 4. Deut xxxii. 4. 
3 $ We have, in ſcripture, very remarkable inſtances of the 


1 ſucceſs which has attended ctacilatiry prayer —Olſcrve Nehe- 
3 ” 4: Heſtands before Abaſuerus, apprebenſive of the monarchs. 
= (picalure, yet defirous to ſolicit him in hehalk of ferrfulem 
2 Jo be delivered from his fears, and to &htain his detires, what 
> cthod does he ufc ? the mean and ſervile arts of ſſattert? Nor 
ut the manly and devout expedient of prayer. I proyel, ſay 
| > p 2 f , . p / a. : 115 
the patriot, {9 the COD of heaven —We eannct ſuppote; that he 
ell on his kaces, or ſpoke with his lips, while he continucd in 
he royal preſcnce. But he davted up his toul in filent ſuppli- 
cation. Which ſupplication ** picrced the clauds * reached. 


C g | - the. 


- 
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all good. How great a 1% then muſt it be to our 
ſpiritual intereſts, and how contemptuons a diſregard 
of the ever preſent JEHOVAH, to omit entirely, or 
long to. diſcontinue, this moſt beneficial practice of 
habitual adoration ?—Can you my dear Theron, acquit 
yourſelf on this article of inquiry? Has not every 
day of your life been a day of negligence in this re- 
ſpe& ? been a perpetual diſobedience to our SAVI- 


Ce AE 


OUR's injun&tion, Men ought, in this manner, alway; 8 
to pray and not to faint * ? | | : 7 
the etcrnal throne; and returned not again till a bleſſing was = 
leut; ſuch as totally averted the wrath he dreaded ;z and pro- 8 


cured favour and aſſiſtance, much larger than he expected, 
Neh. ii. 4. | | | 1 
When David heard, that Ahithaphel. the ableſt politician inan 
his kingdom, was revolted to Ahſlom, ſenſible what a loſs be 
bis affairs had ſuſtained, and what an advantage the rebellious "0 
party had acquned, he bctook himſelf to his GOD. He ſtaid 
not tor an opportunity of retirement, but inſtantly and upon f 
the ſpot cried, O I. ORD, I pray thee, turn the counſel of Abithophel f 
11% fooliſhneſs A ſhort acdrets, but very efficacious. HE, bo "8 
<:\appointeth the devices of the crafty, ſent a ſpiiit of infatu- 8 
ation among the rebels; and inclined them to reject the ad- 
vice of that judicious ſtateimen Which falſe ſtep brought up- 
on their horrid enterprize, the ruin it deſerved; and chagrin- 
ed the wretched traitor, even to rage, tteuzy, and ſuicide, 2 
Sam. XV. 37. wil. 23. | | EO | 
Anynior, at a memorable period of his life, was under great 
diſtreſs of conſcience, and harraſſed by violent temptations, 
He made his cate known to an experienced triend; who ſai, Bt 
Amyntir, y3u do not pray.—Surpriſed at this, he replied ; *fI pray, 
« jt {yck a thing be poſſible, too much, T can hardly tell, how 
many times in the day I bow my kuee before 60D; almeſt 
« to the emiſſion of my other duties, and the neglect of my 
«© neeeſſary ſtudies. —“ You miſtake my meaning, dear 4- 80 
« mynter. Ido not iefcr you tothe ceremony of the kuee, | 1 ll 
« the devotion of theheort; which neglects not oy hufineſs, but 
4, intetmingles prayer with alz; which, in every place, looks bw ‚ 
« untothe LORD; and, on every occaſion, lifts up an indigent 1 
© longing foul for the lupply of his grace, This,” (added he, 4 
and tpoke with a peculiar vehemence), T this 18 the praycr, 3 
« which all the devils in hell cannot withſtand.— This, 1 
would farther obſerve, is the prayer, which brings down ſome- 1 a 
what of heaven into the heart; in which I would myſelf defire bo . 
to abound 3 and would carveltly recommend to all my acquails 


tance, aud all my readers. _ | 
EE | | Luke xy, . 


| my 
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Have we ſanctified the Sabbath? Has the LORD's 
| day, with all its ſolemn and ſacred offices, been our 


hag Have we remembered that diſtinguiſhed por- 
tion of our time, as Jacob remembered the delightful 


I interview at Peniel? Have we expected it, as mer- 
XZ chants expect the arrival of a richly laden veſſel? Have 


9 we improved it, as huſbandmen, improve the ſhining 


| hours of the harveſt?— Have we wholly laid aſide every 
& earthly engagement; 104 ſpeaking our ewn words*, 


1 nor allowing ourſelves in any gratifications, that ma 


IF interrupt or communion with the FATHER of ſpi- 


N b 
; * 
3 2 — 
8 * 


1 . rits?— Has one day in his courts been preferable to a 


| thouſand F, ſpent either in the works of our f or 


4 in the ſcenes of recreation ?— Have the memorials of 


q our REDEEMER's dying 


1 4 notice? eſpecially when he addreſſes 


and rejoiced with trembling 


merits, and the ſeals of 


his unchangeable loving kindneſs, been reliſhed as .. | 


9 | fealt, and prized as a portion? = 


| Have we honoured GOD's holy ard 1-=Whes | 
greater mark of diſeſteem, than to deſpiſe a perſon's 
© diſcourſe, and not to think his ſpeech worthy of our 

us with very 
great ſeriouſneſs, and with the utmoſt aſfection. In 


4 A bi our Bible, the GOD of glory ſpeaks to his creatures; 


L with the moſt perſuaſive energy, and with all 
| the yearnings of parental tenderneſs. Have we liſten- 
ed to our CREATOR, with reverence and delight; 
at — Thus faith the 
LORD? 
Have we ſearched the oracles of truth, not merely 
| as ſcholurt, but as Ain ners - not from a ſpirit of eurio— 
ſity, or with an air of formality, but with a ſolicitude 
| and ardour, becoming perſons who enquire after the 
| SAVIOUR of their loſt fouls? Have we ſubmitted 
our inmoſt thoughts to their impartial ſcratiny ; to re- 
ceive conviction of hn from their awful remonſtrances, 
and to hear the ſentence of condemnation at their 
righteous bar ?—Have we been willing to ſuffer the 
reproach of conſcious baſeneſr, while they have ripped 
| To "up 


* If, Iviii. 13. t Pſal, Ixxxiv. 10, 
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up the diſouiſes of Falſhood laid open our ſecret ini- 
quities; and bros ig t all our cvil ways to remem— 
branze? Thus 7% ah acted. lis heart wvas. tender, M 
and he hub. wy 0 el before the LORD; he rent his 
clothes, aud wept ee the LURD, when be heard the Mi 
Words of the hook of the law *. 
Have we hid the glad tidings of the goſpel within 
our memories, within our hearts? Have. we been di- 
ligent to ſuck this þ9-2eycomb 4 of grace by concomi- 
tant, meditation, and tfublequent prayer ?— Have we 
valued the precious promiſes, as gentlemen of wealth 
value the writings of their private eftates z or as in— 
franchiſed bodies eſteem the charter of their public 
privileges? — Have we, like the princely patriarch, 
| longed for thoſe words of edification, nb 4g and 
comfort, more than for our neceſſary food 4? and, 
like the royal prophet, prevented the night- watches, 
that we may be occupied in thoſe ſtatutes 9 and ordi- 
nances of heaven? „„ 
We have hitherto confined the examination to a few ©® 
inſtances of the affirmative kind ; how dreadfully will 
the dark account be ſwelled, if Siftend of love and o— 
| bedience, there be hatred and oppoſition ;—ha7red of 
the name, glory, and worſhip of GOD ; 3 —ofpo/ition. 
to his intereſt, kingdom, and ſervice! 
GOD is infaite perfedion; worthy of all admira- 
tion; exalted above all praiſe. Yet do not our. 
thoughts more frequently, or more naturally turn 
upon our own accompliſhments, than upon the ado— 
rable and ſhining attributes of the ALMIGHTY ? 
This is, in itſelf, the moſt ſhameful dotage ; and, in 
GOD's ſight, the moſt abominable 74latry. Yet let 
us 1 what paſſes within, and we ſhall probably 
find, that as damps ariſe in the mines, or fogs in the 
fenny grounds, ſo naturally, and fo copiouſly do theſe. 
overweening reflections ariſe in our depraved minds. 
GOD is an everlaſting King. Have we not too 

EE often 

* 2 Chron, xxxiv. 27 + Cant. v. 1. job X iii. 12. 

| § Pfal. exix. 149. | 
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often reſiſted. his authority ? Have we not, as far as 
in us lay, depoſed the omnipotent SOVEREIGN, 
and exalted ef into the throne ? made ſelf. will our 
law, and ſelf-plealing our end? thus adding — — 
to rebellion ? | 
GOD is tranſcendently gracious and amiable. _ Have 
we not turned our backs upon him, by forgetting his 
X mercies? Nay, have we not. ſpurned him from our 
7 affections, by being lovers of pleaſure, more than lo- 
9 vers of GOD * Awake, conſcience, bear thy im- 
be WW partial teſtimony; and I am perſuaded, the Phariſee in 
# our breaſts, like the man unfurniſhed with the wed- 
5 ding- garment, muſt be ſtruck dumb; mot be covered. 
= with contulion. 5 
Y our heart warm with brotherly hoe Good 
manners will put expreſſions of civility into our mouths; 
but has a power from on high implanted the royal law 
1 of charity in our brealts ? The character of a gentle- 
man requires a deportment acceſſible, obliging, and 
courteous: has the ſpirit of Chriſtianity taught us to 
Nove, nt in word or plauſible appearance only, but in 
1 deed and in truth Þ ?— Do we love our neighbours, not 
merely on account of ſome relation they bear us, or 
ſome ſervices they have done us? but becauſe they are 
F creatures of the bleſſed GOD; are the objects of his 
Eprovidential care; and capable at leaſt of being con- 
Formed to his image? Do we love them, becauſe we 
hope, that the LORD JESUS CHRIST has bought 
them with his blood; is willing to make theni par- 
makers of his SPIRIT, and members of his myſtical 
ody? 
45 Are we 3 3 for their preſent wel- 
fare, and their eternal happineſs ? Do we embrace 
al g of promoting both the one” and the 
ther? embrace them with the ſame alacrity, and im- 
prove them with the ſame zeal, which actugte us in 
1 lecking our own felicity 1 they exceed >; in all 
up that 
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* 2 Tim. ini. 4. 1 Jobs inn. 18. | 
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that is amiable, and all that is proſperous, do we 
contemplate their ſuperior excellence with a real com- 
placency, aad their more abundant ſucceſs with a real 
ſatisfaction? 

Do we diſlike to hear, and abhor to ſpread, defama- 
tory tales; even when our adverſaries are the men 
whom they tend to blacken?.— When rudely affront- 
ed, or cauſeleſsly abuſed, do we pity the offenders, 
for the wvrong done to their own ſouls ; rather than 
kindle into reſentment, at the  #mdignity offered to 
_ ourſelves ? — When greatly injured, are we flow to 
anger and not eaſily provoked ? Are we much more 
willing to be reconciled, than to foment diſpleaſure, 
and proſecute revenge? In a word, do we /ove our 
enemies; bleſs them rhat curſe us ; de gend ts them that 
hate us ; and pray for them which defpiteſully uſe ws, 
and perſecute us * ?— Without this loving and lovely 
diſpoſition, we abide, ſays the apoſtle, in death + ; are 
deſtitute of ſpiritual, and have no title to eternal life. 
| Let me add, — Ace all our graces, and all our works, 
clothed with humility * This ſhould be the dreſs, in 
which they ſeverally appear; as well a<-the bond of 
connection, which unites them all . — Do we main- 
tain a very low opinion of our own accompliſhments, 
and in honour prefer others te ourſelves $ 2? habitually 
ſenſible, that we are leſs than the leaſt of the divine 
mercies, and the very chiefeſt of finners ? 


I might eahly have branched out the preceding 
ſubjects, into a much greater variety of iuterrogatory 
. | articles. 


* on 

* Math. v. 44. What manner af love is ihis ? How diſintereſt- 
ed! how extcalve hav triumphant! uit not all the boaft- 
ed benevolence of the philoſophet and moralift, ſflike fail to 
this evangeical charity ? Muſt not both moraliſt and philoſo— 
pher acknowledge the neceflity of a dine vperation, thus to 
eularge, exalt, and refine their tocial affe ions? 

1 John iii. 14. | | 

+ 1 Pet. v. 5. The unuſual word e{xor 2973x704 is ſuppoſed 

to have ll theſe fipnifications. $ Kom. 211. 16. 
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articles. But J intend only to preſent you with a ſne- 
cimen. Your own meditations will enlarge the ſketch, 
and ſupply what is defective, Only let me beg of you, 
my dear ſliend, to try your ſtate by this touchſtone; 
to prove your conduct by this ſtandard. And may 
the FATHER of lights give you an enderflanding, to 
= diſcern the exact purity and {ublime perfection of his 
-—_ holy law ! | 

= Flavc yon lived in the uninterrupted obſervance of 
all cheſe duties; J avoiding whatever is forbidden, and 
> | obeyLig bes is comman. led? Your outward be— 
* haviour, | know, has been free from notorious viola- 
tions; but has your inward temper been preſerved 
from all ungodly motions, and from every irregular 
deſire? Is there no enmity in your heart to any of the 
0 precepts ; nor any back w ardnefs, nor any failure in 
"= performing each and every inſun Ction? | g 
Wen you put theſe quchious to your! ſelf, remem-. 
ber, that if you fail in oze point, or in any degree, 
9 you are guilty of all *, If your conformity de not 
e. ſcvering as well as perfect, vou incur the penalty, 
aud are abandoned to the curſe. You {land charged, 
1 before the JUDGE E of the worid, With all tlie Zuilt 
of all your fins, both original and actual; aud there 
4 is not one circumitance, nor One ay gravation, vi a any 
of your. iniquities, overlooked or for routten, —UNLESS, 
renouncing all your perſonal pe: formances, you place 
pour whole. affiance on a SAVIOUR's atonement, 
and a SAVIOUR's righteoufucf.— I think, you will 
not dare to put the iſſue of your cue rlaſting ſtate up- 
on the former ſocting; which is not only hazardous, 
but muſt be ine all ruinous. You oil intinitely 
rather chuic to acknow ledge.) yourſelf a poor infolvent ; 
and plead the unſearchable : riches of your REDEE M. 1 
ER's obedience. 

To thoſe who be clieve, the 13 though 2 13 
not terrible. Becauſe, be its precepts of holineſs e- 
ever o extenſive, they have been molt completely ful- 


lilled 
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filled by their glorious SURETY. Be its penal ſanc- 2 
tions ever ſo rigorous, they have been ſatisfied to the | 
utmoſt, by their great MEDIATOR.—Believers, 
therefore; may make their boalt to their adorable 
SPONSOR. They may fit under his ſhadow with 
great delight *. While the thunderings of mount 
Sinai, and all the terrors of the legal diſpenſation, 
tend only to increaſe and quicken the refreſhing ſenſe 
of their ſafety. Jult as the poſſeſſor of a plentiful e- 
ſtate, in ſome peaceful and proſperous country, re- 
poſes himſelf under the ſhade of his vine, or the ſhel- 
ter of his fig-tree 3 and, hearing of the wart which 
cembroil, or the pHagues Which depopulate other nati- 
ons, talles, with augmented reliſh, his own felicity. 
Let me cloſe with the affectionate and emphatical | 
wiſh of an inſpired epiſtolary writer: That the LORD 
of peace may give my dear Theron peace—always by "8 
all means + ! Then I ſhall think my wiſhes are accom. 
pliſhing, and this bleſſing is at the door, when he 
ſees the purity of the divine law, — ſees the depravit; © 
of his own nature, — and the 7mpo/ibi/ity of being juſ- 
tified, without an intereſt in the great MEDIAT OR's - 
rightcoutneſs : 'Phat righteouſnels, which, as: it is the 
only hope, and the conltant j joy, is therefore the dar- 
ling theme, of *Y 
Your ever faithful 4 

| | Aspasi0. Hp 


P. S. Shall l abridge the preceding letter, ad con- . 
tract the whole into thoſe two great commandments, 1 
which made the firſt e imp ra ilions on my 1 
own mind ? Thou ſhalt love the LORD tl; GD witi 8 
ALL thy heart : Thou ſhalt love thy neigſlour as HY 
srrr.— Amazing! ſaid your Aſpaſio. Are theſe the 
commands of GOD ? as obligatory, as the prohibi- 
tion of adultery, or the obſervation of the Sabbath? W 
Then has my whole life been a continual act of diſo- ali 
bedience. Not a day, no, nor an hour, in which 1 
. | hare if 
„Cant. ii. 3. 1 2 Theft, iii. 16. 
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. IM have performed my duty. — This conviction ſtruck me, 
„as the hand- writing upon the wall ſtruck the preſump- 
„ tuous monarch. —It purſued me, as Saul purſued the 
c 8 Cr ifians, not only to my own houſe, but even to 
) MT Git ant citics ; nor ever gave up the great controverſy, 
t tin, under the influences of the SPIRIT, it brought 
, FT, me weary and heavy laden to FES US CHRIST. 
.- = % A: 
h THERON t AS Y AS 10. 
i- . 

be Dear Kerne, | ens 
a! ORE than three weeks are elapſed, ſince you 
D 9 favoured me with your improving company. 


by Puring which interval, I have frequently recollected 
m. the moſt material parts of our late diſcourſes. I have 
he karefully conſidered, both the doctrines you advanced, 
ity nd the anſwers you returned to my ſeveral objections. 


uf. l have often reviewed your valuable letter; have 


R's uſed it as a 7ouch:/tonue, to examine my ſtate; and 
the Wave, with great punctuality, obſerved your parting ad- 


Price. —I have ſat, every evening, for a picture of my 
ind; and have endeavoured to take a true unflatter- 
png draught of all its diſtinguiſhing qualities. And, 


4 * 
KR Tar bf 
> 


CIP 0" 
as, 


x 2 . 2 Nez, 
S 
F 

ASTD * 8 - 
* 3 


510. f the diary is a faithful mirror, if it does not aggra- 
pate the deformity of my features, I'ſhall be abſolute- 
on- y out of conceit with myſelf: I ſhall ever entertain 
nts, | he meanejt opinion of my own, either moral or reli- 
my gious qualifications. 6 . 
with Where is that intenſe and ſupreme hu of GOD, 


which his tranſcendent perfections challenge, and his 


uv . 
the neffable goodneſs claims? — Where that firm and joy- 
bi. al reliance on GHRIST FESUS, in any degree pro- 


1 portioned to his infinite merits and inviolable pro- 
Wiſs ?-Where that cordial and tender aſſection for 
== ; /-/ow-chriſtians, which is due to the ſervants of a 
vine REDEEMER ; the people, whom he ranſom- 
Vor. III. „ | „ 


* 
P ²· wü . . a i en I aw Cee 


NH pulſe; hardly heave with life 4 only jull * 


RING immortal, invilivle, how languid are my al. 


att L was altos «thee dn Ter with my 10 
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ed by his agonies, aud purchaſeq with his very bla? 1 
== Where is the incente of huly contemplation at 2 
relined dete ? where the flame of fervent Sete 4 
and ever-attive meal such as become the % 1-14 Y 
ple of GOD, in which his molt immaculate and lo, 
rioun SPURIP vovehtafes to relide ?="1'h;efe funds XK 

zemtal graces, like the grand organs in the animal iT 

em, ſhoull impart health 10 a. foul, am (pre 1 
the beauty of hafte eie through all the converſation, 8 
Bui thele, alas! far from beating with a vgorows ail 2 F 


Ble now and then, with ſome faint, intermitted, an. 
even throes, - 

How ſcldom do my aRions ſpring from gratitude to | 
the everlalting BENEFACTOR, or aim at the 100 4 | 
of his ſuperexcellent MAJESTY ln addreſſing i 


feetions, and how wandering is my attention? hon“ . 
great my unbelicf and how little my reverential awe!“ 
—] receive innumerable mercies ; but where are my | 
returns of correſpondent thankfulnels? 1 am vilited |; 
with many gracious challifements ; but without pro. | 4 | 
heart eee or due eee for 17 


ritual ſtate. I fancied myſelf rich, ard inc _y_ with | 
goods, and to bave need nothing + even while | Was“ 
evretched, and miferacie, aud poor, and blind and na. 4 
ted ®. 9 

If 1 look back, and review the years of youth and! 1 
manhood, what has been the tenor, what is the aſpeR| 1 
of my life? More like a deſolate and horrid „ier 4 
neſs, than a cultivated garden, or a fruitful e I 
In youth, what ſordid gratifications of appetite ! In 
manhood, what baſe compliances with a wicked world! y 1 
Ja b, what ſholes of evil inclinations have pollu-W 

9 95 . I tea 
Rer. ili, 17. 
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ted my heart | what ſwarms of vain igt have 
Jebaſed my thoughts ! what frothy wid. unproſitabſe 
words have dropt from my lips I By all which, how 
1 ave 1 difobeyed, and how diſhonoured GOD ! how 
lo. Mare 1 denied, and how crucified the LORD JESUS 
ns and yet ſuppoſed myſelf, all the while, to 
val 1c 94d enough 1! ; i 
e fometliing unacconntable, that a perfor of ] 
von. WW 1 uiſitive N 99g ſhould, through the courſe of fo 
any years, be ſuch an utter Hanger tb himfelf, IJ 
1 


onder at my own prepeſtorone folly ! — To travel inte 
ay I eite countries, and iht the molt renowned Cities | 
ares yet never ſtep over the threfhold, nor Jook 
' 10 223i the apartments of my own breaft ! T's carry 
voy 1 a correſpondence with my friends, even in the re- 
the In tell nations; and never enter upon a conference, 
af. „„ be any intelligence with my own heart ! —To in- 
Mow MH irc after news from the fleet, news from the army, 
we! ewe from the court; yet exerciſe neither curioſity nor 
my Fare, with regard to the hope of heaven, and the con- 
ited Perus of eternity !—What egregious miſconcluct is 
pro- is! A moſt pernicious error, in the œconomy of 
ny Xx eligious life. | | | | 
uiti- FF Sometimes I have caſt a tranſient glance on my 
walk 9 pitted behaviour; but never ertende- my ſcarch to 
tre. he delinquent, the traitor, the rebel avithin.-- And 
een my outward behaviour has been ſurveyed, with 
much erroneous partiality, as ſuperficial levity, It 
was las been compared, not with that exadt and ſublime 
{un dard, the ſcriptures of truth ; but, as in the caſe 
fie ſeif deceiving Phariſce, with the unjult, extor- 
ſonate, adultzrons practices of ſome other. people. 
rom whence I myſt unwarrantably concluded, that, 
ing not quite o abandoned as the moſt profligate 
rates, my character mult be good, and my eondi- 
| In Won ſafe.— But, thanks to your lat friendly letter, 
nd the ſearching expelient it recommended, I am 
Ow in a different way of thinking. e 
It is ſtrange to recollect, and indeed it is ſhameful 
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to confeſs, the many artifcer which I have uſed, to 
put a cheat npon myſelf, Sometimes I have fancied, 
that the divine law could never be ſo ſtrict, as to con- 
demn us inexorably, if we continue not in all its pre- 
© _ cepts,—Sometimes I have pleaded the inſirmity of our 
nature, and endeavoured to make the works of dark- 
ne appear only as pitiable failings. — Sometimes I 
have taken refuge in the excellency of our church, 
and plumed myſelf with the borrowed ſeathers of a 
1eliptous profeſſion. —At other times, | have ſoothed 
my cc. {cence to reſt, by a punctuality ef attendance 
on places, or a zealous attachment to forms. And 
all this, to ſeduce, cajole, and betray myſelf, —betray 
myſclf, ſicſt into a vain conceit of my own endow- 
ments; then into a contemptuous diſregard of 
CHRIST ; and at laſt into eternal %rudlion. But 
now I fee my guilt; I apprehend my danger; and feel 
„„ MM Bo 
Indeed, my Aſpaiſis, I am now convinced, that the 
darkeſt colours cannot be too dark for the portrait of 
my ſpiritual ſtate. I fee myſelf overſpread with an 
habitual depravity, aud cannot forbear crying out, 


facreq oracles in no wile miſrepreſent fallen man, 
when they deſcribe him as a/together become abomina- 


are, 


+ Job xv. 16. 


* T,ev. xiii. 45. 


intended to ditcredit the qualifications of the wpright ? Is it 


lineſs? Or, mavſit not refer to ritual ubſervances; in contra- 
diſtinction to moral duties, and ſp ritual accompliſhments ? 
The difparaging character, muſt not, I think, be confined 


righteouſieſſes, including every kind of religious duty.—Neither 
can it be appropriated to the forma! hypocrite, much leſs to the 
8 | | | | not%- 


with the abaſhed leper; Unclean! unclean *® I= The 


| If. lxiv. 6. Does nut Theron mifapply this text? Can it be *' 


not rather ITY and 1ct upon the works of the wicked ; whoſe 4 
very * ſactifices are an ab minatiou to the LORD ?” Or, ll 
a rebuke given to the ſpecious performances uf the hypocrite; 3 
who is preciſe in the form, but deſtitute of the power of god- Wt 


to ritu1l oblervances; becauſe it is expreſsly ſaid, ALL our |- 


ble +. They are far from under-rating human works, 8 
when they denominate them filthy rags T. Rags they 
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justice, apd infinite in all petfections. -A midſt theſe man feſta- 
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are, if we conſider their great imperfection; fi/thy 
rags, if we advert to their manifold defilements. — And 
Gnce the nature of GOD is ſo irreconcileably averſe 
to all contamination; ſince the law of GOD requires 
ſuch unſpotted perfection; O! who can ftand before 
this holy LORD COD“, in any accompliſhments of 
REES oo on, 5 ro 
When I farther reflect, that I have only a very ob- 
ſcure glimpſe of the divine purity, and am a mere no— 
vice in the knowledge of my own heart: how am I 
amazed at the lofty apprehenſions which I ouce form- 


8 7 


«storicuſy-wicked ; becauſe, thoſe very perſons, who are the 


8 tj. & of this aftertion, declare in the context, LORD, we 


cre ihy people; thou art eur FATHER; we hall be ſaved. So that 

it fecms intended to /tatn the pride of all human glery. 
Besides, the prophet ſpeaks of himfelf ; We all are as an un- 

dean thing which, however ſtrange or unreaſonable it may 


1 1 em, is the ve y ſame charge, to which he plcads guilty in a- 

IE nother place; o is mc! Iam undone ! for Tam a man of unclean 
= /:,! Not that he was defiled with any groſs pollutions ; nay, 
be was a ſaint of the mit diſtinguithed luſtre ; but hs eyes had 
þ ſeea the KING, the LHD of ojls. He was under the clear 


wmaniicitations of a GOD, glorious in bolinefs, inflexible in 


tions, the impurity cf his heart and natute were not only ap- 
parent, but glaring; overwhelmed him with abaſhment, and, 
till CHRIST was applicd in a type, ( vi. 4.) filled him with 
terror, | 3 1 

In /e circumtfinces, and under /e views, all our motal 
viitues and evangelical praces, all dur exerciſes of devotion, 
and acts of charity, will appear both defective and polluted : 
by no means proportioned to the demands of the law, nor 
ſatngient for our recommendation tu the Supreme ILAWCI- 
VER ;—no more than a few tatiered rags, can claim the cha- 
1:cter, or perform the ſervices, of a complete {uit no more 
than a few fſ///by rags are fit to diefs the bride for her uu 
tials, or the courtier for a birth-night. . 2 

But there is a rightcouſneſs—ble{ſed be divine grace —ſpot- 
leſ-ly pure aud conſummately excellent; a rightcouſneſs, which - 
anſwers all that the CREATOR requires, and ſupplies all that 
the creature needs: to prove this momentous point, and to > 
play this unfpeckable gift, is the defipn of the fuilowing 

icCtS, h | ane 


* 1 Sam. vi. a0, 
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ed, concerning the dignity of my nature, and the i- 
tegrity of my conduct ! All owing to ignorance, the 
groſſeſt ignorance of myſelf and the ſcriptures. — How 
do I ſhndder to think, that, in expecting juſtification 
from the law, I was refting the welfare of my immor- 
tal ſou], not on the foundation of a rock, but on the 
point of a dagger. I was going to the decilive tribr- 
nal, fluſhed with the falſeſt hopes, and charged with 
a ſet of plittering ſins; going, like poor deluded Uri. 
ab*, not with any valid credentials, but with the mi- 
n:/fration of death f in my hand. . 

Though I cannot but acknowledge the arrogance 
of theſe pretenſions, yet loath, very loath is my pride, 
to renounce the pleaſing abſurdity. Self-Jove has 
fearched, and fearched again, for ſomething excellent. 8 
It would fain make a better appearance, and can 
hardly brook the humiliation of imploring all /d for- 
wa paupericf, With what reluctance is a finner 
brought to confeſs himſelf ſinful in every duty, fin- 
ful in every capacity! Strange perverſenefs ! — But 
the charge is undeniable. However unwilling, I 
mult plead guilty, Taou ART WEIGHED IN THE 
BALANCES, AND FOUND WANTING b, is evidently 
written on all I am, all I have, all I do. — And if I am 
thus defeRtive, even in my own eſtimation; if I am 
utterly condemned, at the bar of my own conſcience z 
ab hat then ſhall I do, when 60 riſetb up ? and when 
HE viſiteth, what ſhall I anſuer him | ? 851 

I now ſee the nece/ity of an imputed righteouſneſs. 
Without ſome ſuch object for my truſt, I am undone, 
I long therefore to hear your arguments in its behalf. 
And I muft declare to you, if it can be ſatisfactorily 
proved from the ſcriptures, it is the molt comfortable 
doctrine in the world, and worthy of all acceptation. 


| ®: 4 Sam. $1.16; 14: + 2 Co, i, . : 
That 's, under the character of 4 four deſtitute, or as A 
bes gel jue for his alms. 85 | | | 
RA S Dan. v. 27. Job XXEIi. 14. 
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3 A letter upon this ſubject, would be a fiogular fa- 
3T rour, and, I hope, an. equal bleſſing to 

*- Your obliged, and afectionate 


 ThrroON. 


LETTER: 
Asr As 10 to THERON, 


Dear TnzrON, _ 
Rd] HOUGH all your kts give 1 me pleaſure, none 
1 'F was ever ſo highly pleaſing as your laſt. I look 
gu pom it with the ſame ſeeret joy, as a compaſſionate phy- 
ſician obſerves ſome very favourable ſymptoms, in the 
*FFcritis of a beloved patient's diſtemper. 5 
What you aſk, I ſhall, without any farther FE INN 
1 _— to execute, If my attempt proves ſatisfactory 
- 0 your judgment, I am ſure, it will be the moſt likely 
meaus of /ea/jyg your conſcience, and calming your 
fears. — When we perceive the odious depravity of our 
nature; when we diſcern the horrible iniquity of our 
Wives; and are ſenfible of that tremendous wrath, and 
| f Everlaſting vengeance, which are due to ſuch guilty 
creatures; Hen nothing can be fourd, that will ſpeak 
etfectual peace, nothing that will adminiſter ſolid com- 
ort, but only the vicarious ſufferings and the impmeed 
Ir. ghiteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIS 7 
Io this purpole ſpeaks one of the wiſel 5 beſt of 
spiritual guides; Has An abounded ? as undoubtedly 
t has, in our heart; and our life ; grace has much more 
a bounded, in the obedience, and the merits of our RE- 
RDEEMER.— Nay, has Ain reigned ? exerted its malig» 
nant power, in the moſt extenſive and moſt deſtructive 
manner; rendering us ſubject unto death, both tempo- 
al and eternal? Even ſo has grace reigned ; exerted its 
benign efficacy, and in a manner yet more triumphant 3 
not only reſcuing us from guilt and "eo, but reſtoring : 
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us to everlaſting liſs and glory: and all this through the Y 


right: "ouſne, , che complete. meritorious righteouſnels i 


| brouglu 1 in by FESUS CHRIST. cur LORD'*. 


You | znquire after the proofs of W rizhte- 


 ouſneſs. From a multitude 1 {hall ſelect few: ſuffici. 1 
ent, I hope, to make it appear, —that this is the de. 


clared doctrine of our church, and the avowed belief of, 
her e eminent divines : that it is copiouſly revealed 


through the whole Scr1yTURES; revealed in many ex 
preſs paſſages, and deducible from a variety of nfl uc. 


tive ſimilitudes. 
Hear the language of our Common Prayer,.in a ver 


affecting and folemn addreſs to the ALMIGHTY; 


We do not preſume to come to this thy table, 0 2 
„ merciful LORD, truſting in our own righteouſneſs.“ 


— If we may not, if we dare not, rely on our own ri 
y M g 


2 h Lee 3 


ouſneſs, when we approach the eachariſiic table; much 
leſs may we depend upon it, when we are ſummoned to 9 


the deciſive tribunal. Shauld you aſk, On what we-are © 


to depend? The exhortation to the communion fur . 
niſnes an anſwer; * On the meritorious death and . 
„ paſſion of CHRIST, whereby alone we. obtain 1e- 
0 miſſion of ſins, and are made partakers of the Kg. 2 


«© dom of heaven.“ 
I he collect appointed for the feſtival of Circumei 1%, 8 
has this remarkable introduction; “ Almighty GOD, 


% whoſe bleſſed SON was ededient to the law for man.” 3 
Ta what ſenſe, or with what propricty, can this be af. 


firmed, unleſs CR IS T's perfect obedience be referable 4 


to us, and accepted inſtead of ours? On any other in- 
terpretation, I ſhould think, be was obedient, not for 
man, but for bimjelf. i 
Should the artful critic give ſome other turn to theſe 0 


pallages, it will ayail him but little. Becauſe t ue Wb 


church, her own bell expolitor, has explained the mean- 
ing of ſuch phraſes, and put the matter beyond all] 
| doubt. In ber ele venth article ſhe ſays, © We are ac- 
| < counted] 
LP Rowe. v. 21. 


3- ret. 3. ASPASIO To THERON. - 45 
1 „ counted rightedus before GOD only for the merits 
. of our LORD and SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST.” 
ne doctrine relating to pardon of ſin, had been ſtat- 
ed in a preceding article. This diſplays the method, 
2 1805. ſinners may appear righteous in the eye of 


$73 a 

bd © 

* 3 75 
1 


le. Cop, and in the court of heaven; ſo as to recover the 
of | 1 divine favour, and obtain a title to eternal bliſs.— This 
of i is done, not by any zative righteouſneſs, not by any ac- 
_ 9 Ye righteouſneſs, but by an imputed righteouſneſs, 
ic. Were we juſtified by either of the former methods, it 
_ would not have been ſaid, We are accounted, but we 
5 are righteous. They are ſo far from conſtituting our 
1 | and juſtifying righceouſneſs, that they have 


I no ſhare in it; contribute nothing towards it; are to- 
Wo Stally excluded from it. We are accounted righteous, 


0 * accepted as ſuch, ONLY (mark the expreſſion) o 
ich rongh the meritoriaas chedieree, and Propitiating : 
bo 1 A lovd of our great MEDIATOR. 
are he Homilies are, if it be poſſible, Rill more explicit, 
- . | bend more cogent. In the Homily concerning the fal- 
an” ration of mankind, we read the following words :— 
2 The apoſtle toucherh three things, which mult go to- 
as gether in our juſtification. On GOD”s part, his 
>" 8 reat mercy and grace. On CHRIST's part, the 
5 5 fatiefaction of GO D's juſtice, or tlie price of our re- 
b. g demption, by the offering of his body, and ſhedding 
4 of his blood, with fulblling of the law perfectly. On 


„ our part, true and lively faith in the merits of ESU 
TH IF CHRIST, which yet is not ours, but by GOD's 
9 working in us.” — You ſee, according to the judg- 
for ment of our venerable reformers, not only the offerin 
ef CHRIST body, and ſhedding of CHRIST's blood, 
} * pot allo his perfect fulfilling of the law, are the adequate 5 
ne price of our redemption. All theſe act conjointly, they 
tie Utweetly harmonize, in the great and prorious work. To 
ſoppoſe their diſunion, is a do&rinal miſtake, ſomewhat 
anke that practical error of the Papiſts, in ſevering the 
ſacramental wine from the ſacramental bread ; admini- 
tering to the Jaity the ſymbols of the laughtered body, 
ut with-holding the ſymbols of the ſtreaming blood. 
4 here 


> ac- 
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There are ether clauſes in the ſame Homily, which 
| ſet the ſeal of the church to our ſentiments. I ſhall 

content myſelf with tranſcribing one from the concluſi- 
on.— CHRIST,” ſays that form of ſound words, 8 
« 15 the righteouſneſs of all them that do truly believe. 
« He for them paid their ranſom by his death. He 
« for them fulfilled the law in his life. So that now, 
«© in HIM, and by HIM, every true Chriiian man 
© may be called a fulfiller of the law; foraſmuch as 
e that which their infirmity lacked, CHRIST's righte. 
„ ouſneſs hath ſupplied.” —This authority i is as clear, 
as the doctrine authoriſed is comfortable. May the mm 
former ſway our judgment! may the latter cheer our 2M 
hearts! 1 
The Homily on CHRIS T's nativity informs the rea- 3 4 
der, that the delign of our LORD's incarnation was, 
2 to give ge: Sade dne ard, und cail-finnerc'te} 7 | 

e repentance z to fulfil the law for us, and become the 
<« propitiation for our fins ; to caſt out the prince of © 
„ this world, and deſtroy the works of the devil.” 
We have all becks the law, we are all unable to keep 2 
the law; therefore the bleſſed FESUS fulfilled the 4 3 
—fulfilled it, in each and every of its —_— 
ed it, in the higheft decree of perfection, —and, what 1 is | 
of all conſiderations moſt delightful, fulfilled it for us. OY 
His obedience took the place of what we were Aura 1 
to perform, under the covenant of works; and is not 3 
only the meritorious, but alſo the conſtituent. cauſe of 
our r jultifiration. | 4 

go that,—if there be any worthineſs in our LORD)! $| 

molt holy nature; any merit in his exerciſe of the ſub-} 
limeſt virtues ; completed by his ſubmiſſion to the wl | 
ignominious fofferinge, and tormenting death; che i 
according to this ſtandard ſyſtem of orthodox divinity, 4 
theſe are the ground, theſe are the /ub/ance of a ſinner's 
uſtincation.— And, according to the dictates of the 
molt unbiaſſed reaſon, they are the /, the /ure/? 285 ound, 
that can cither be wiſhed or 0 
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* ET: 
h Does it not, from the preceding quotations, appear, 
1 5 that the doctrine of juſlification, through the imputed 
i- | righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, is far from being 
$, A diiclaimed by the effa4/i/hed church 9 -] am forry, but 
e. WW conitrained to own, that we rarely find any conſiderable 
le WW {triftures of this great evangelical peculiarity, in cur 
„ 8 modern theological diſcourſes. Yet there have been 
an 9 5 preachers of the higheſt repute for learning, for judg- 
as ment, and for piety, who profeſſedly maintained this 
e- grand truth of the goſpel. e N 


The devout Biſhop Beveridge, in his Private Thoughts, 
has left upon record the ſfotlowing very remarkable ac- 
EE knowl:dgement ; which, if it ſuited /i Nate of eminent 
= holineſs, cannot be too humbiing, my dear Theron, for 
our lips and for mine. * I do not remember, neither 
do | believe, that [ ever prayed, in all my life-time, 
with that reverence, or heard with that attention, or 
received the (actament with that faith, er did any 


> of (work with that pure heart, and ſingle eye, as I 
» bought to have done. Infomuch that I look upon all 
cep MF my righteouſneſs, but as filthy rags; and it is in the 
aw, grobes only of the righteouſneſs of the SON of GOD, 
fill. that I dare,appcar before the MAJESTY of hea- 
it is ven.“ | | NO PVP 
us. The fervent and affectionate Biſhop Hopkins * ſpeaks 
iged n perfect conſonance with his brother of Sr Aſaph. — 
not . The law was given us, not that we ſhould ſeek juſli- 
e of WF fication by the obſervance of it, but finding it im- 
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poſſible to be juſtiſied by fulfilling it, we ſhould there- 
by be driven to CAR7ST's righteouſneſs ; who hath. 


both fulfilled it in himſelf, and ſatisfied for our tranſ- 


greſſing of it; and therefore ſaith the apoſlle, The 
law was a ſchoolmaſter, to bring us unto CHRIST ; 
that wwe might be juſtified by faith. To this end it 
was promulged, that ſeeing the ſtrictneſs of its pre- 
cepts, the rigour of its threatenings, and withaj being 
convinced of our impotence to fulfil its commands, 
we might be urged by its terrors to fly to CHRIST, 

1 . 8975 TY . «. ee 

See his ſermon on vi. 19. 
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« and find that righteouſneſs i in him which may anſwer 1 | 


& all the demands of the law.” 


Biſhop Reynolds *, ſtyled by his contemporaries, and ; 


not without reaſon, 4 walking library, bears his teſti. & 


mony in the following words :—=* CHRIST as our be 
« Surety paid our debt, underwent the curſe due to our 
& fins, ard bare them all in his own body on the tree 
«© became ſubje& to the law for us, and repreſenta- bb | 
„ tively in our ſtead fulfilled all the righteouineſs tbe 1 
« Jaw required, active and paſſive. For fin being once 


C committed, there muſt be a double act to juſtiſicati- "3 f 
© on; the luffering of the curſe, and the fulfilling of 


cc righteouſnets anew. The one, a ſatisfaction "hg the 


injury we have done to GOD, as our JUDGE; the 


other, the performance of a ſervice which we owe un- 2 


« to him as our MAKER.“ 


To this illuſtrious triumvirate, let me join \ Biſhop 7 


Darenant; who, for his great abilities, and unque{tion- 


able integrity, was appointed one of our religious ple- 
nipotentiaries, at the renowacd ſynod of Dort. In his 
very valuable expoſition of the epittle to the Colo/Fans, 


he writes to this cſiect : © Ye are complete in CHRIST. _ 


« Ye are furnithed, i in chat all. iufficient REDEEMER, 


& with whatever is requiſite to everlailing ſalention. 6 
« With wiſdom ; fince it is the conſummation of this -* 
„noble endowment to know CHRIST and him cruci- 


„ fed. With righteouſacſe ; becauſe he has perfectly 


e ſatisfied the as and Hhorqugaly expiated our ll 
„ guilt. 


* See his treatiſe, The Life of CHRIST. — Which, as well as % 


all his other works, abound with ſt. iking ſentiments; have 


much elegance of diction, a copious variety of learning, and 


a lively animating ſpirit of evangelical piety. 
+ In this retpeR principally (ſays our author, enlarging up- 


on the text) are believers complete; becauſe, though deſtitute Wi 


of any righteouſneſs, that may properly be called ther own, Wi 


CHRIST has graciouſly enriched them, with his. Vid. Davt- 
NANT in epiſt. ad Colof. cap. ii. com. 10. 
Let me beg leave to intimate, that this expoſition of the 
epiſtle to the 1 ee N ot aue, and accuracy vs 
methe 
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Y 44 guilt. With ſandification ; becauſe his SPIRIT. 


r 

. dwelling in our hearts, mortifies our corrupt aitec- 
d MW tions, and renews the ſoul after the image of its 
- 8&8 CREATOR.” | ee e 
ir Let me bring up the rear with a teſtimony, which, 
ir cor clearneſs, ſolidity, and a full repreſentation of the 
3 exangelical doctrine, might very juitly have claimed a 
a- place in the van. It is taken from an author, whom 
ic Phe general conſent of our nation has diſtinguiſhed with 
ce he title of Judicious. The judicious Hsoter, in a trea- 


Miſc on juſtification, ſays,—** It is a childiſh cavil our 
adverſaries ſo greatly pleaſe themſelves with, ex- 
„ claiming, that we we tread all Chri/tay virtues under 
our feet; becauſe we teach, That faith alone juſti- 
fieth. Whereas, by this ſpeech, we never meant to 
exclude either hope or charity from being always 
joined as inſeparable mates with faith, in the man 
that is juſtified 3 or works from being added, as ne- 
ceſſary duties, required of every juſtitied man: but 
to ſhew, that faith is the only hand, which putteth 
on CHRIST to juſtiſication; and CHRIST the only 
garment, which being ſo put on, covereth the ſhame 
of our deſiled natures, hideth the imperfection of our 
works, and prelerveth us blameleſs in the ſight of 
GOD : before whom, otherwiſe, the weakneſs of 


7 light of the church, both in caſuiſtical and practical 
2 | | | : | divinity, 


method, —for judgment in diſcerning, and fidelity in repreſent- 
ng, the apoſtle's meaning for ſtrength of argument in refut- 
ig errors, and felicity of invention in deducivg practical doc- 
rines, tend ag both to the eſtabliſiment of faith, and the cul— 
vation of holineſ ,—is, I think, inferior to no writing of the 
md; and richly deſerves to be read, to be ſtudied, to be imita- 
ed, by cur young divincs. | 
* Sec his ſermon on Ji. 3, 
Vol. III. . 


0 
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* divinity, obſerves, —'* The tidings of a REDEEMER | 


„ muſt be bleſſed and welcome news, to thoſe that are 
*« ſenſible of their own poverty, and take it of grace,” 
Our eagle-eyed divine penetrates into the 77ze cauſe of 

the prevailing averſencſs to this evangelical doctrine, 1 
It is founded on the „late of the heart, more than upon 
any force of argument. People are but little, if at all, 
lenſible of their ſpiritual and moral indigence; of the 
defects which depreciate, and the defilements which! 
ſully, whatever they have, and whatever they do. Nay, 
Rrongly tinctured with pride, they would be themſelve; . 
the Alpla, and ſuffer the bleſſed FESUS to be no more 
than the Omega, in procuring their eternal falvation. 
Therefore they can hardly be reconciled to the humb. 
ling character of an elcemoſyrary ; one who lives whoily 
upon the alms of the goſpel, and is dependent upon 
grace for his all. „„ ES 
| Whereas, was this grand obſtacle once removed ; 
were men convinced of in, of exceeding finfulneſs in 
their worlt eſtate, and of remaining ſinfulneſs in their 
beſt; they would ſoon be convinced of righteouſneſs *,  ® 
of the abſolute neceſſity and ineſtimable worth of a » 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs. They would no long 
er diſpute againſt it, but cordially receive it; entirely 
rely on it; and adore the goodnels, the tranſcendent 


and uuutterable goodneſs of GOD, in providing it. 


I think, in one of our conferences, I undertook to 
produce my vouchers from the ancient fathers. Let me 

now ſubjoin two or three atteſtations of this kind. — 8 
From one of which you will perceive, that thoſe early 
writers had a conſiderable degree of clearneſs upon the 
oint. From the other you will fee, that far from re- 
jcQing the doctrine, they embrace it with delight and 3 
rapture. And if you will admit of the %, you can 
not be flartled at any thing, which I ſhall advance up- 
on the ſubjeQ.— Let me only premiſe in general, that, 
if thoſe authors are not {o copious and explicit, with 
2 | | regard A 


John xvi. 8. 


1 by” 
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7 regard to the imputation of 2 righteouſneſs; they 


1 in pal: vhich evinc ubſtitution of 
„ abound in paſſages, which evince the / 


$$8HRIST in our ſtead: Paſſages, which diſclaim all 
of 42 ependence on any duties of our own, and fix the hopes 
ie. WF a believer entirely upon the merits of his SAVI- 


5 9 BOUR. When this is the caſe, I am very little ſolici— 


U, tous about any particular forms of expreſſion; and far 
he Dy rom being angry, even though the words, which I 
ch 


rhink moſt ſignificant, are not retained, oy 97 
Y 8 Clemens, — an intimate acquaintance of St Paul's, 

nd whoſe name was in the book of life *,—in his truly- 
Ire 1 xcellent epiſtle to the Corinthians, aſſures that peo- 


ty F, t by our own wiſdom or prudence, winch could never 
1 nd out the way; 10 by the piety of our hearts, or evorks 
"ho righteouſneſs performed in our lives, which could never 
d; Pe ſufficient for the purpoſe ; but by faith ; the one in— 
in *Fariable method, by which the almighty SOVEREIGN 


en , ju/tifed all his people, ever ſince the world began. 
„ Fuſftin, —-Who was firſt a Gentile philoſopher, then 
t a Wn eminent Chriſtian, and at Jait a martyr for the truth, 


ng peaks more fully to the point þ : What elſe could co 
1 _ E 2 | "war 
= „Phil. zv. 3. 35 
„ OD ber Vail, ou d rng neuter; co, 
25 "3 7 aUVErEwe, n ef, 1 £2 (WY wy xe! ih e o- 
me 1 | wr PFTLET * Th; digg, 0 n; v rug on 
. x eeiwv0; o Faloxpalwp O20; £01 ,] ub. 1 Epiſt. ad Corinth. 
arly : 1 This quotation 18 explained, as well as franſlated. But that 


Wc ccry reader may diſtinguiſh the text from the paraphraſe, 
the «be firſt is printed in 1%, the laſt in Roman characters, : 
„ e. 9 T T. N Tag ata) as new no vnly X22 vai, n X58 
and 1 d. a1 f; Ev 7414 NaN Ives J 0 189 4 te, 
an gig, n % T vis ts Os; N THE, TATK EIA 
bh F. - KATAAAAPHE, „ rg e15%iyvicngy d. 16g, 0 Twy' 
Nat, ; 


(707 Joule Fr 1795 R avouss I.vximcy, Epiſt. ad 
=. Though De- Pin queſtions the authority of this 
epillle, he allows it to have been written by an ancient hand. 
Dr Cube, as capable a judge, thinks therc is no 1caſon to 
doubt, but it is the genuine work of Joſtin, . 
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der eur fins, but the righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST? 
By avhat poſſible means could abe, unrighteous and unholy 
creatures, be juſtified, but only by the interpoſi tion of the 
SON of 60 in our behalf? — Having, i in this clauſe, 


made a profeſſion of his fal h, the good man, on the 
contemplation of ſuch a privilege, breaks out into a 


kind of holy tranſport. O swEET AND DELIGHTFUL 
EXCHANGE! A diſpenſation unfearchably wiſe and gra- 
, clous | Benefit, quite unexpected, and rich beyond all our 
hopes ! that the fin of many ſhould be hid by one righteous 
PERSON ; and that the righteouſneſs of ONE Should 
Jufiify mauy tranſereſfſorr. 

os © following words are remarkably ſtrong , and the 
ſentiments peculiarly bold. But they come "From the 
pen of the fineſt writer in, ecclehiaſtical antiquity. They 
have the great name, and venerable character of Sr 
Chryf torn, for theirrecommendatory preface *,—* Fear 
not, ſays he, © on account of any of thy paſt tranſ- 
« greſſions of the Jaw, when once thou haſt fled by 


„ faith to JESUS CHRIST. The moſt enormous 


«and the molt deſtructixe violation of the law is, to be 


„ with-held, by the conſcionſneſs of any guilt what- 


„ ever, From! belt: vieg on CHRIST. When thou 
„ acteſt faith on him, thou haſt fulfilled, I might ſay, 
« more than fulfilled the law. For thou hait received a 
«© better righteouſneſs, than it could ever require: thou 
c art poſtcfſed of a better ovedicnce, than any creature 
ce could poſſibly pay.“ 

Two or three witneſſes of diſtinguiſhed ability), and 


undoubted veracity, are a ſufficient confirmation of any 


cauſe. For this reaſon, and td avoid a tireſome pro- 
lixity, I have ſet afide a multitude of voices; which, 
irom the writings of our own cud foreign divines, are 


ready 


* My Tciyuv 24038, 69 20% VOeLOV Te pebairw, idr 
—_ Tp2TeA0i;* Tols V p @ulov . p 27216, 2 T & CELTL 
ro Xeigw fen FUGEvTH;* Ws α Fr5Ev915 E Vo, uc 20 gu- 


paTas Kal . a a²αν 7 EXSAEUTE? TOA) ß 16447 0 UE 
2167034) £26545, Iomil. XVII. in X. ad Rom. 


4s. ; © 
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= to pour their united evidence. And leſt the Us 
ſineſs of quotation, though ſparingly managed, ſhould 
ſeem dry and tedious; I will relieve your wearineſs, 


and enliven the collection, by an extract from the prince 5 


of Englijn poetry. Michael, the prophetic archangel, 

mentioning the deſtructive conſequences of the fall; 
and aſſerting the GODHEAD of that glorious PER- 
SON, who undertook to be the e 155 this deadly 


breach; adds, 


Which HE, who comes thy 1 0 UR, Hall ſecure, . 
Not by deſir 2} ing Satan, but hit works, _ 
In thee and in thy feed. Nor can this be, 
But by fulfilling (that which thou didſt wart 4 
Obedience to the law of GOD, impo,d 
On penalty of death; and ſuffering death, 
The penalty to thy tranſereſſion due; | 
Aud due to theirs, auhich out of thine will grow, 
So ONLY can hig Juftice reft appaid*. 


| Here then is the expreſs determination of our Now: 
2 , ſupported by the authority of our Articles, —eſta- 
bliſned by the concurrence of our Liturgy, —ltill far- 
ther ratified by the unanimous atteſtation of ſeveral ce - 
lebrated Divines ; -* whoſe. lives were the brighteſt orna- 
ment to our church, and whoſe writings are the moit 
unexceptionable interpretation of her meaning. As a 
capital, to crown and complete this grand column, ſu- 
pervenes the declaration of the ancient Fathers, thoſe _ 


who flouriſhed, and with the higheſt renown, ia the 


firſt and prireſs ages of Chriſtianity.— 80 that, if great 
authorities carry any weight; if illuſtrious names chal-. 
lenge any regard; this tenet comes attended and dignt- 


| fied with very conſiderable credentials, 


Yet I will venture to affirm, that all theſe, conſider- 


able as they appear. are the ea of thoſe teſtimonials, 
which recommend the doctrine to my Theron's accep- 


tance, and en have gained it admittance into the 


h 
cart of His miſt alsectionate, Ata to. 
. . 
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As PAS IO to THERON. 


Dear Te ERON, | 
HE family, in which I have the ſatis faction to re- 


fide, though remarkable for their genteel figure 


and ample fortune, are ſtill more amiably diſtinguithed 


by their benevolence, heſpitality, and charity. — As they 


live at a diſtance from the market-town, the lady has 
converted one apartment of her houſe into a little diſ- 
penſatory ; ; and ſtocked it with ſome of the molt com- 
mon, the moſt necded, and molt ſalutary TS 
| which, 1 in caſes of ordinary indiſpoſition, ſhe diftribut. 
to ber indigent neighbours, wich ſingular pe n. 
and with no ſmall ſucceſs. — This fine morning, mil 
has ordered ſome ſkilful hands into the lields, to cull 
their healing ſimples, and lay up a magazine of health 
for the afflicted poor. Camillus is withdrawn to re- 
ceive his rents, and ſettle accounts with his tenants, 
Suppoſe, we act in concert with theſe valuable per- 
ſons. Suppoſe, we range the delightſul fields of ſcrip- 
ture, and form a collection, not of ſalutiferons herbs, 
but of ineſtimable texts; ſuch as may be of ſovereign 


eificacy, to gu e the anguiſh of a guilty conſcience, 


and impart /aving health to the diſtempered foul. Sup: 
poſe, we open the mines of divine inſpiration, and en- 
rich ourſe}ves, not with the gold of p4ir, but with the 
wnlearchable treafures of CHRIST; or with that per- 
kect riphteouſneſs of our REDEEME R, which is in- 
comparably more precious, than the revenues of a 
county, or the produce of Peru. | | 
In pleading for imputed a AE s, we hare 
already urged the authority of our eſtabliſhed church, 
and the ſuffrage of her moſt eminent divines.— The opt- 


'kion of excellent writers, which has been the refalt of 
much learning, great attention, and earnoſt. prayer, is 


vo contemptible evidence. et we mull aways reſerve 


the. 


I” 2 ww 41 — — 


its merit reccives no addition from, any conformity 
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the caſting · voice, for thoſe infallible umpires, the pro- 
phets and apoltles. JF ave receive, with a diferential re- 
gard, the <vitneſs of men ; the witneſs of GUD ts greater, 
and challenges the moſt implicit ſubmiſſion.— Which 
remark naturally leads me to the intended ſubject of 
this epiſtle; or rather calls upon me to fulfil my late 
engagement, and ſhew, —that the above-mentioned doe- 
trine is copiouſly revealed, through the whole proceſs of 
the ſcriptures. . | 
Let me detach a very uni portion from the 
epiſtle to the Romans ; which, though little inferior 
to a deciſive proof, is produced only as an introduce 


tion to others. Aw the righteouſnef\ of GOD without 


the law is maniſeſted, being witneſſed by the law and 
the prophets 5 even. the righteouſneſs of GOD, which is 
by faith of FESUS CHRIST unto all, and upon all 
them that lelieve f. The righteouſneſs of GOD, ſigni⸗ 
fies that righteouſneſs, which the incarnate GOD 
wrought out in his own all-glorious perſon k. It is 
ſtyled the righteouſneſs of GOD, by way of ſuper]a- 
tive pre-eminence ; in oppoſition to any righteouſneſs 
of our own, and in contradiſtinction to the righteouſ- 
neſs of ail creatures whatever. — Tbis righteouſneſs is 
without the law. Its efficacy has no dependence on, 


of 


1 John V. 5. 
+ Rom. iii. 21, 22. 
: This explication, or ſomething to the ſame purpoſe. has 
occurred already. But it is hoped, the candid reader will not 
condemn the repetition, as A d fagreeable aud jrjune tautology. 
—bHecaule it is fo conſonant to the practice of our preat apoſtle, 


| who repeats the term, reinculcates the doctrine, and hardly 


kaows how to deſiſt from the favourite topic; like one, who 
was quite enamoured with the ſubject, who found muſic in 
the words, and whoſe happineſs was baund vp in the bleſſing. 

—Bbecauſe it is conformable to another, and a greater exam- 
ple. The LORD JEHOYAH himſelf, within the compaſs of 
one chapter, once and again, yea, a third and a fourth time, 

ſtyles this wonderful obedience, My RiGuTEouUsNESS. As 
though the GOD of intinite perfection gloried in it; thought 
huimſelf moſt emincatly magnified by it; and was jealuus to have. 
all the honour ret ulting from it, See II. li. 
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of our practice to the divine law; being complete, ab- 
Oy complete in itſelf, and altogether ſufficient 10 
rocure the reconciliation and acceptance of ſinners.— 
This righteouſneſs is wied by the law and the pro- 
phets ; receives an uniform atteſtation from the vari- 
ous writings of the Old Teſtament. To inveſtigate 
which atteſtation, to examine its pertinency, and 
weigh its ſufficiency, is our preſent pleaſing buſineſs. 
We may begin with that gracious declaration, made 
to the firſt tranſgreſſors: The ſeed of the woman ſhali 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head“; ſhail deſtroy the works of 
the devil, and retrieve whatever was. loſt by his mali- 
_ ctous artifices f. How could this be effected, but by 
reſtoring that righteouſneſs, which, for a while, our 
firſt parents polleſſed which they ought always to 
have held faſt ; but from which they ſo ſoon and fo 
unhappily ſwerved ? — Take the poſition in the right 


ſenſe, and Chriſtianity is, if not entirely, yet very 


nearly as old as the creation. It was comprehended in 
this bleſſed promiſe, as the /amina of the largeſt plants 
are contained in the ſubſtance of their reſpective ſeeds : 
every ſubſequent revelation being no more, than a 
gradual evolution of this grand evangelical] principle; 
acting like the vegetative powers of nature, which, 
in rearing an oak with all its ſpread of branches, only 
expand the tunicles, and fill up the veffels of the a- 
corn. 

This doctrine 3 to > have been topically vake 
by the remarkable manner of clothing our firſt parents. 
—All they could do for their own recovery, was like 
the patched and beggarly mantle of fg-leaver. This 
they relinquiſh, and GOD himſelf furniſhes them 
with apparel T. Animals are ſlain, not for food, but 
Ke er! ; and the naked criminals are arrayed with the 


. ä Sen. iii. 15. 
I In ſome ſuch ſenſe, I think, our firſt parents muſt under- 
ſtand the promiſe. Otherwiſe it could yield them vo effefiual 


relief, under the diſtreſſing ſenſe of their own miſery, aud the, 


diſmal atlas of their poſterity” s ruin. 
1 Gen, iii, 41. 


„ e ao ©: hm. hed 
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ſkins of thoſe ſlaughtered beaſts. The victims figured 
the expiation of CHRIST's death; the clothing typi- 
fied the imputation of his ' righteouſneſs. —In perfect 
conformity, perhaps with a reference, to the paſſage 
thus interpreted, the apoſtle juſt now expreſſed him- 
ſelf ; even the righteouſneſs of GOD, which is not only 
made over * 0 all believers, as a- rich pertion ; but 
put“ vþo72 all, as a beautiful garment, Whereby a- 
lone their moral deformity can be covered, and their 
everlaſting confuſion prevented. Milton, it is cer 
tain, ſpeaking of this memorable tranſaction, conſi- 
ders 1t in the ſame ſpiritual ſenſe : | 


Nor HE their outward only with the ſkins 

Of beaſts, but inward nakedneſs (much more 
_ Opprebrigus l) with his robe of righteouſneſs 

Arraying, cover d from his FAT HER's fight. 


In thy feed, ſays the great JEHOVAH to his ſer- 
vant Abraham, ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſ- 
ſed f. That the ſeed here metioned is CHRIST, 
the apoſtle | places beyond all doubt. Both ſeripture 
and reaſon declare, that "true blefſedneſs muſt neceſſa- 
rily include—the pardon of fins, and the favour of 
GOD, the ſanctification of our ſouls, and the inhe- 
ritance of life eternal. None of which are to be ac- 
quired by any human performances; but all are to be 
ſought, and all may be found, in the Root and Off. 
ſpring of Abraham, JESUS CHRIST : who is there- 
fore moſt pertinently ſtyled, THE DESIRE OFALL 
NATIONS S: the act deſire of every enlightened 


nation; 


Rom. iii. 22. EIS Tala; EIII ravras Ts; rig tuο⁰e 

| + Gen. Kxii. 18. „ | 

+ See St. Paul's comment vpou this invaluable promiſe, 

Gal. iti. 8, &c. This commentator, we all allow, was guided 

by the SPIRIT, and knew the mind of GOD. According to 

his expoſition of the text, it is pregnant with the doctrine of 

juſtification by faith, and contains an abiidgmcut of the got- 
pen? 5 5 


C IIag. TH 7. 
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nation; and the implicit deſire of all nations whate- 


ver : becauſe all, without any exception, covet, what 
is to be derived only from * US CHRIST the Right- | 
eous, real happineſs. 

The patriarchal age, and the legal economy, | bore 
their teſtimony to this truth, by typical perſons, em- 
blematical miracles, and figurative uſages. Indeed, 


the whole ceremonial ſervice was a grand feries of 


types, repreſenting CHRIST and his everlaſting right- 


eouſneſs. In all which this was the wnanimour though 


klent language; Behold the LAMB of GOD, that 


taketh away the fin of the world. Theſe I ſhall not tay 


to diſcuſs, becauſe proofs of a more explicit and poſi- 
tive nature wait for our conſideration. Only I would 
juſt make a tranſient obſervation, relating to one very 
remarkable conſtitution in the Few/h ritual. 

The high prieſt had, on the front of his mitre, a 


plate of pure gold, engraven with that venerable mot- 
to *, Hortiness To Thx LORD; which was always 


to be on his forehead. when he performed the ſolemn mi- 


niftrations of the ſanctuary; and for this important rea- 


fon, that the people might be accepted before the LORD f. 


Did not this moſt clearly foreſhew the immaculate ho- 


lineſs of our great HIGH PRIEST ? and with equal 5 


elearneſs imply, that is holineſs ſhould procure accept · 


ance for all his followers ? 


Ia the book of Fob, we have ſeveral hints of this 
truth, and one paſſage very expreſs to our purpoſe.--- 
#il;hu deſcribes an unconverted perſon, under the 


chaſtiſing hand of Providence. JVhoſe life, through the 


_ extremity of his diſeaſe, drew near to the grave; and 
is foul, through the multitude of his iniquities, was 
ready to become a prey 7o the deſtroyers. In this de- 


plorable condition, F there be preſent with him, the 
MESSENGER | of the covenant of peace, that great 


| TER PRETER | of the divine n, who, for 


his 


= Exod. xxviii, 35, 37- + Fxod. xxviii. 33. 
j} See Jo) xxxiii. 22. Cc. —CHRIST is called . The 
angel of the divine preſe ace, II. Ix ifi. 9. The meſſenger of the 
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of the whole work. 
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his ſuperexcellent wiſdom, is juſtly deeemed one a- 
mang a thouſand, or rather the chiefeſt among ten 


thouſand : it he, by his enlightening SPIRIT, vouch- 


 fafe to /hew unto the uafflicted man his own perfect 


righteouſneſs; that moſt meritorious vprightneſs, on 
which alone a finner may depend, both for temporal 
and eternal falvation : /en the poor diſtreſſed crea- 
ture, attentive to this inſtruction, and applying this 
righteouſneſs, is made partaker of pardon. GOD, 
the ſovereign LORD of life and death, i gracious un- 
to him; and faith, in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, as 
well as in the multitude of his mercies, Deliver him 
from going down into the pit of corruption, as a pledge 
of his deliverance from the pit of perdition. For 1 
have found a ranſom, {uflicient to ſatisfy my juſtice. I 
have received an atonement, in behalf of this once 
obnox10us, now reconciled tranſgreſſor. | 


— 


But why do I ſelect one particular paragraph ? It 
ſeems to be the main deſign of the whele book, to o- 
verthrow all pretenſions of any juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs 1n man ; that the wretched finner, nay, that the 
greatelt ſaint, ftript of every perſonal plea, may rely 
only on the merits of a REDEEMER. This is the 
final iſſue of all thoſe warm debates, which paſs be- 
tween the afflicted hero and his cenſorious friends. 
This is the grand reſult of Elibu's calm reaſoning, and 
of GOD almighty's awful interrogatories, The ap- 
parent centre this *, in which all the lines terminate; 
juſtly therefore to be conſidered, as the principal ſcope 


4 


eovenant, Mal. iii. 1,—He is alſo, in the moſt unlimited ſenſe 
of the phraſe, yu The Interpreter of the divine counſels : he, 


to whom the FATHER hath given the tongue of the learn- 


ed, and by whom he makes known the otherwiſe unſcarchable 

myſteries of the goſpel.—Should any doubt remain concerning 

the propriety of applying this paſſage to our LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, the reader, I hope, will give himfeif the pleaſure of 

perubng the polite Witſius, Oecon. lib. IV. cap. iii. $ xx xi. aud 

Dr Grey's valuable notes upon the place, in his Liber Jobi. 
Ig * See Job Xli, 6, 


| 


ed with gur comfort and hope, the reader may 
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I muſt not omit an excellent obſervation, which I. 
find in ſome critical and exflanatory,uetes* on the 
laſt words of, David. The judicious, author, 2 
that, thus ſong relates to CHHNR IST that it diſplays the 
diguity of our REDEEMER, under the character of 
The KING, and The FIST ONE 3 adda, ds fn ergli- 
cation of the laſt amiable and ;glorious,; title., Qur 
«© LORD: FESUS CHRIST is ſo called, not ſo much 
& for having fulfilled all righteouſneſs, ,iv his wn 


| “ perſon, and performed an unſinning. obedience to 


„ the will off GOD, as becauſe, by his righteouſneſs 
% imputed to us, we alſo, upon the terms + of the 


galpel, are jullified, or accounted! xiglucus before 
| | 7 Wh : | 


x (af yr 19548-75098 11 % $1901 0869: 1541 
A think, we may evidently diſcera;the! ſame vein of 
Den. ID, DORN oof 3 ; = 
evangeheal doctrine, running through. many! ef; the 
Palms. — Hes ſhall convert Þ my foul, turn me, mot on- 
ly {com fin and +gnorauce, but fram every falſe. con- 
#2065b te ned 5 Lee til te 8, 207 gat fideuge 
hic einen big net F113; OT: 153390 it nat , 
WW 369 De Grey, , See z Fun, FAV ce 4 f 
f That is, Fredy; or, as the, prophet 15; ty? Peg? querey 
aa, er. For nothing is tequiſſre, * Yer GA on | 
cipation'of CHRIST and his benefits, but x ctinvictien of our 
extzeme need, aud ay unfeigned defre';ity rectiveiithem te- 
ccive them as gifts of pute grace, vouchſa ſed to,the moſt. unde» 
ſer ding creatures. — This point, which is ſo intimatel conncct- 
Tee more fully 
F 


* 
. aii 


Nacedt in Dia lg XV.. | 
i3R/4IRin. 3. Lam ſenſible, the word zaw may ſigniſy to 
rofrefs.. or reſte; may auſwer tothe :Greek phraſe aveiutrs 
ap ggenote the (comforts. of the HOLY ,GHOST.—This . 
verb may alſo bear the ſame ſignification with the participle 
£T45254/45, 10 our LORD's exhottat ion to Peter, when thou art 
converted. Not deſcribing the firſt grand revolution in the 
heart, by which a new determination is given to the judgment, 
aud a ncw bias to the affections; but expreſſing thoſe ſubſe- 
qhent operations of the Divine SPIRIT, by which we are je- 
cavered from our varicus relapſes, and healed; of out dai 
jäßftmſties. And I queſiiyn, whether there is ang inſigpcg. 
id Fhieh we more frequently need thele teſte ring aids, than 
11 the caſe of adhering to cur REDEEMER's, rightcoumgis. 
50 prone ate we to forget our raſting place. ſo liable to fall from 
dur ſtedfaſtneſs in CHRIST ! TT 


F535 1 
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fidence, and every deceitful refuge. Ile ſhall bring 
me forth in paths of n in thoſe paths of 
imputed righteouſneſs, which are always adorned 
with the trees of holineſs; are always watered with 
the fountains of conſolation ; and always terminate in 
everlaſting reſt.— Some, perhaps, may aſk, Why Ll 
give this feuſe to the paſſage ? Why may it not ſignify 
the paths of duty, and the way of our caun obedience? 
— Becauſe ſuch effects are here mentioned, as never 
have reſulted, and never can reſult, from any duties 
of our own. Theſe are not green paſtures, but a 
parched and blaſted heath. Theſe are not ill qua- 
ters, but a troubled and diforderly * ſtream. Nei- 
ther can thele ſpeak peace, or adminiſter comfort- 
when we paſs through the valley and ſhadow of death. 
To yield theſe bleſſings, is the exalted office of 
CHRIST, and the ſole prerogative of his obedience. 
Admitting, that this obedience is of ſovereign advan- 
tage, during the years of life, and in the hour of death ; 
it may ſtill occur to the ſerious and inquiſitive mind, 
what will be our ſafeguard, after the great change ? 
When the foul departs, and our place on earth knows 


4 95 cz” 1 a ad L907 — — — ”_ 4 zu 
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ur us no more; when the body revives, and we ſhall all 
&= ſtand before the judgment-ſeat ; what will then avail 


3 ; us — The ſame righteouſneſs of our divine LORD. 


ly This, if I miſtake not, 1s diſplayed in the very next - 
me”. .} pſalm: which begins with a folicitous inquiry; ſub- 
to joins a ſatisfactory anſwer ; and cloſes with a moſt per- 
4 tinent but rapturons apoſtrophe. —This is the enquiry, 
4s | !V ho ſhall afcend into the hill of the LORD ? or «who ſhall 
art | 85 9 
* Blaſed, di ſorder Let not theſe words grate on the ear; 
| 25 or, if they grate on the car, let them humble the heart. 
cb What were Job's duties? Zealous and excmplary; practiſed: 
117 em his very youth: aud neither cxcelled-nor cqualled by any 
. jerton on earth. Yet theſe, in point of juſtification, were not 
Ee, 1 whit better than Aſpaſio repreſents. Let us hear the laſt 
” words of this matchleis faint, I athor myſelf, end repert in duſt 
— and aſbes. From this c:nfeſhon we learn, that, with all his 


iurnnare of pethual obedience, he had juſt cnongb to be a- 
Hamed, confouded, vedone. | | | 


C:.. Vor. III. 
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riſe up in his holy place ?- This is the anſwer ; Even he 
that bath clean hands, and a pure heart *, He ſhall re- 
ceivert the bleſſing of plenary remiſſion from the LORD, 
and righteouſneſs alſs from the GOD 77 his ſalvation : 
even that perfect righteouſneſs Which is not acquired 
by man, but beſtowed by JEHOVAH : Khich, is not 
performed by the ſaint, but received by the finner.: 


which is the only ſolid baſis, to ſupport our hopes of | 


happineſs; the only valid plea, for an admiſſion into the 
manſions of joy. Then follows the apoſtrophe. The 
prophet foreſees the aſcenſion of CHRIST and his ſaints 
_ 1ato, the kingdom of heaven. He ſees his LORD 
| marching at the head of the redeemed world, and con- 


ducting them into regions of honour and joy. Suitably 


to ſuch a view, and in a moſt beautiful flrain of poetry, 
| he adereſſes himſelf to the heavenly portals ; Lift up 
your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye coerlaflins 
dogrs ; and the King cf ghry, with all the heirs of his 
grace and righteouſneſs, hl make their triumphant 
entry; Hall enter iu, and go out no more. 5 1 

Having ſhewn the powerful and extenſive influence of 
aur REDEEMER's righteouſveſs;, ite efficacy, in 
this Pod Jo jullify, in the other world, 16 gent; 
well may the ſweet finger of 7/rae/ profeſs his ſupreme 
value for it, and entire dependence on it, I. wal go 


forth. in the ſirength of the LORD GOD, and nwiil make 


mentjon of thy righteouſneſs only}. As though he had 
ſaid, I will have recourſe to no other rightcouſveſs, for 
| yl. Axiv. 4. Tho hath clean hands and a pure heart ; 
He only, whoſe heart is , rintled from an evil conſcience, by the 
precious: blood of CHRIST; and who lives by faith in the S/N 
f GOD, Heb. x. 22. Gal, ii. 20. n 10 
+ The words of the apoſtle, e Av# grew) 4 depp iæ v KEE 
 Sixaorurnc,, ate almolt a literal tranflation, ate the very heſt 
© Explanation, of the pfalmiſt's language, 7PWRe Rom. v. 15. 
Pſal. xxiv. 5. „ | 1 
t/a. Ixxi. 16, There is, in the Hebrew original, and in the 
new. tranſlation, a very emphatical repetitiun; which adds 
weight to the fentiment, and demands a peculiar artcution 
from the reader: Thy righico eſs, even thut only, . | 


— 
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the eonſolation of my ſoul. I will plead no other righ- 
teouſneſs, for the recommendation of my perſon. I 
will fly to no other righteouſneſs ; for my final accep- 
tance, and endleſs felicity. This is that vent of nee- 
dle. abort and clothing of wrought gold *, in which the 


King's daughter is infrodaced to HIM, & who ſitteth 


in the heavens over all.” This is that garment for 
ry an far beauty r, which clothed our | ay HIGH 
PRIES and deer ere to his very fe 


15 Recollecting all the foregoing particulars, juſtly and 


on the mol rational ground, does our royal author de- 


| eigre, Bleged are the people that know the joyful found © | 


they ſhall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy counte- 
einn ; 1 
in thy rizhteouſheſs ſhall they be exalted 9. They are 
truly bleffed, they alone are happy, who know the joy/ul 
found of the goſpel ; not only receive it with their cars, 


bat admit it into Meir very hearts; fo as to partake of 


the ſacred peace, and ſpiritual liberty, which it pro- 
claims. — They /hall walk in the light of thy countenance ; 


ſach manifeſtations of thy love, as will conſtitute the ſe- 
renity and ſunſhine of their ſouls. —7z thy name, 0 


LORD FESUS CHRIST, in thy glorious perſon, and 
thy infinite merit, Hall they rejoice « and not occaſion- 
ally, but habitually ; not barely at ſome wes 9 rg 


intervals, but all the diy. Their joy ſhall be as Tafting, 
as it is ſubſtantial. — Aud in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they 
be exalte#, ſet above the tantalizing power of temporal 
things; placed beyond the laviſh fear of the laſt ene- 
my; and raiſed, when time ſhall be no more, to a ſtate 
of celeſtial glory, and conſummate bliſs, . 

How thorough'y erangelical is this feraphic writer? 


He has joy, he has bletedneſs, and he looks for ever- 


V2 1 RAE. - 


52 he go tag pal. Uv. 13. Te 

© + Exod. xxviii. 31. Netabat, ſays Wirsivs upon the place, 

iI, pa n juſticie, quo indatus eſt, et ſos induit (HN IS TUS. 
„ oo. PRUTR Tix: 13; 18. 


53 


et t, clothes 
and adorns the loweſt members of his my ftical body. 


In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day; aud 


they Maa enyor ſuch communications of thy g ace, and 
1 
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laſling exaltation: yet nat from his faith, his repent · 
ance, and his own fincere obedience. + According to 
this, which is the modern ſcheme, faith, inſtead of re- 
ceiving, would {upplant the LORD JESU] xepent- 
ance, inſtead of being the gift of CHRIST, would be- 
come his, rival; and fincere obedience; which is for the 
Praiſe and glory of GOD, would eclipſe and impoveriſh 
his grave, — But David adopts no ſuch ſcauments. 
David maiutains no ſuch doctrine. This is the invari- 
able lang vage of his heart, All may ſprings of hope, of 
truſt, and conſolation, O thou adored EM MANUEL, 
are in thee *.. \£: | 1 | E £5 5715 
This ſenſe is the, leſs precarious, I had almoſt faid 
tze more certain, as it exactly correſponds with the a- 
nalogy of faith, and coincides wich the expreſs declara- 
tions of other ſcriptures. —//atah'is ſtyled the evangetift 
_ of the + Fexvi/h church; becauſe more frequently than 
any of the prophets he celebrates, and more coprouſly 
explains, this and other peculiarities of the goſpel, —ln 
the very firſt chapter, he preaches theſe glad tidings : 
Lien:fſhall be: redeemed with judgment, and her ronvryi! 
"with righteonſneſe. Zion, the goſpel church compoſed 
of fallen creatures, ſometime diſobedieut to their GOD, 
and inflaved to Satan, ſhall be redeemed - redeemed, not 
1 with corruptible things, filver and gold, but by ſevere 
judgment: executed on their glorious HEAD, and 
gracious REERESENTATIVE: and not by theſe 
onl g but by+ighteruſneſs alſo; by the perfect and moſt 
meritoridus righteouſneſs of the ſame divinely- excellent 
Oas ſacred author bears his teſtimony, with warmer 
zeal and brighter evidence, as he proceeds in his incom- 
Parable diſcourſes. Surely, /hall one ſay, (or, as it may, 
be fendered, on) in the LORD have I rigbteauſicſi and 
ſtrength}. Pleaſe to obſerve, Theron ; it is nat ſaidg 


«+ 


©0305: 197.121 6 PORIETENESS: NSN 
+ Hance redemptionem docet SPIRI FUS SANCTUS habere' u 
in 0:gdirntia et ſanguine FESU CHRISTI. | WII 
Ca = II. i. 47. YiTRaNGin hots 
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in my. own works, in my own repentance, no, nor in my 
own faith, bur in ble L9RD JESUS have I righteoufſ- 
neſs a righteouſnefs for juſtification, and ſtrength for 
ſanctiftcation : an imputed righteouſneſs, to procure in 
acceptance; an. inparted rength, to produee my heli 
veſs 2 the firſt conſtituting my title to the feeding 
inheritanee z the haſt forming my perſonal e ee 
fur its enjoyment. — Surely, which expreſſes a firm 
ſuaſion, and an unſhaken aMance..' Only, bike dene 
an utter renunciation of all other confidence, and ex- 
cludes every other ground of hope.—-Righteouſneſes'®, 
the original is in the plural number: which ſeeme to 
| He uſd; not without àn important deſign; to enlarge 
time, fignibeancy. of the word, and make it cor 
wich che richneſs of the bleſſing: ſo that it may iy 
the ſulneſs and fupereminent excellency of this gift of 
grace; as comprehending: whatever Þ, either of ſuffer- 
wig, or; of obedience, is requiſite to the juſtification of 
funers.—Iyiomuch- that i tie LORD FESUS | 
n CHRIST, apd; bis all, perfet-righteouſneſs,!the feed of 
acl. hall nat. only he Validted, but eier h and not 
Ns ee AVE glory . SILLS 
Wpat be; had guſt. ee he TO he <xemplibes in his | 
own} and in. the perſon. of every true belieyer. I will 
greatly.rejoice in the LOR H, my foul {ball be joyful i in my. 
60D fer ba hath clothed aue with the garments: of falva+ 
_ be hath covered meth the. robe: of "righteouſueſs'$c— 
| True: believers, ; are compared. i in one af our; ſacred e. 
elogues, to 4 company-of, horſes in Pharaeh's: chariot l. 
to e than. which. no animal is 11 11 W 


eee eee 


/ 
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| N x Parallel to which, doth: i in conflruRtion 99 beate 
| pow, is the phraſe ufed by St. Fubn, Auzaiopeala, Rev. xix. 
: : 


| The iner linen is the ri breoaſueſs ( I er! the hieo eſſes 5 
f of. the ſdints. + . $ / 7777877 Þ ain ) 


ye Vutt dicere propheta, in JBHOFAH WY 1D. PROPT. ER Wor 
iS | Peccator re ſpicens et credens, a peccatis abtolvi, et jure ad bene- 
dictionem Fee donari gqueat ac debent-: fe. illad 7 HO 


Proprium; ab ipſo querendum ; quod extra ipſum non inveauur. Vi-- 
Knud. 3 Ii. xlv. as. | | 


CI my Ixi. 10. | : { Cart. i. 9. 


bh i. A. da. 4 
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graceful; to Egyptian horſes, which were the heſb and 
completeit thea in che world; to thoſe; is Pharaoh's 
chariot, which, doubtleſs, were a choice ſet, ſelected 
from thouſands, , and fineſt where all were fie. Here, 
methinks, I ſee the compariſon, realized. Chriſliaus, 
endued , with ſuch a ſpirit as breathes in this avimated 
text, are. ike a collection of thoſe gallant and majeftic 


| ſteeds; z not deſtined to low drudgery, but appointed to 


run in th je royal chariot; all life; full of fire; champ+- 
ing the, bit, and eager for the chace. Nothing can 
more deautifully delcribe a late of exultation and ar- 


dor, than, the preceding ſimilitude, or the following 


words, 17 vill. rejoice 1 will greatly rejoice 5 my very 
ſoul and all that is within me. H b im my GOD. 


| 1 ? Becauſe he has ce ine, undone nner 


ag I am, with the garments of ſalvation +. becauſe.he hath 
covered me, defectixe as all my ſervices are, avith the rohe 
ef ris -htequſneſs © A robe, which hides every; ha, that in 


thought, | word, or deed, L have committed: a robe, 


w ich. ſcreens from the 3 of jaltice, the curſe of 
the, Jaw, and all the vengeance my iniquities have de- 
el {a robe, which adorns and diguifies; my ſoulz 
renders, it fairer, than the moon, clear as the ſun, aud 
met, for the inheritance of ſaints 1 in light. nian 
"Having repteſented this righteouſyels, in a variety of 
grand and charming views, — the prophet farther cha- 
raQerizes it, as the analterable 8 never falling origin 
of dur jullißcation and happineſs. This he diſplays by 
a train of images, bold aud ſublime to the laſt degree. 
Lit Up, ur exes to the heavens, and lack uhon the earth be- 
neath for the heavens Hall vaniſh away like ſmoke, and 
the 370 /oall wax old like a garment ; but my ſalvation 


hall be for ever, and my rig ee e{5 ſhall not be aboliſh- 


e ®.—Odbſerve. the vaſt dimenſions, and the firm founs 


 dations, both of the upper and the lower world. How 
 Mrong,. how edfak, they all appear ! Tet theſe, indiſ- 
$uble as they may. ſeem, thall per iſh, —This majeltic 


Keie, on which mountains riſe and oceans rell Gals | 
log 
l k. 4. 8 
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_ loſvits beautiful gloſs; "and be laid afide, like a decay- 


ed uſeleſs garment; Even that more majeſtic concave, 
in which ſtars are fixcd, and planets revolve, ſhall be 

deprived of its very fupertor luſtre; and vaniſh away, 
like: the diſſolving ſmoke, — Whereas my ſirlvation, with 
all' the ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings included in it, 
ſhadl ſubſiſt aud flouriſn for ever. And my righteouſneſs, 


which is the meritorions cauſe'of all, ſhail be an imnidee 5 


able foundation for repoſe and happineſa. In ſhort, 


whether there be moral virtues, they ſhall be found wan- 
ting; whether there be Chriſtian graces, they ſhall 


prove iueffectual; but my conformity to the law, and 


_ my- obedience unto death, neither need addition, nor 
admit of change; they are a!l-/:f} clent in their merit, 


and 1 in their virtue everlaſting. 


When day ariſes on our betiighted bemiſphere, it 
beenks and ſpreads by a gradual increafe : forming, firſt, 


the grey- twilight ; next, the bluſhing morn; then, the 


ſhining light; till all is h- ightened into the blaze ank 


glow of noon, — When ſpring reviſits our wintry clime, 


me alſo advances by gemle degrees: firſt, ſwells the 
bud, and protrudes the gem; then, expands the leaf, 


_ and unfolds the blofſum ; the face of things is continu». 
ally changing for the better; and nature ſhews herſelf, 
almoſt every hour, in ſome new and more gaping 

dreſs. —This leiſurely proceſs renders the Hrong efful- 


gence of the celeſtial orb more ſupportable; * the 


lovely exyucſious of the wn creation, more obſer» 
vable. 


So progreſſive and creaſing are the difplays of JE. 


SUS CHRIST, exhibited in the ſcriptures : whoſe ap- 


pearance is unſpeakably more delightful to the ſoul, tha 


| the emanations of orient light are to the eye, or the en- 


tertainments of the verna] Teafoa' to our other ſenſes.— 8 
The gloom of fallen Adam was alleviated by 4 ray "Rm | 
this SUN OF. RIGHTEOUSNESS. haben and 


the patriarchs ſaw afar off the bleſſed the galt and as the 


ng ſpread upon the mountainis *,.—The ee 


* Joel ii. a, 
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the prophets beheld his nearer approaclies, like the fun 
upon the point of riſing.— To the apoſtles and evange- 


| Uſts he. aroſe; in perfect luſtre, and complete. beauty. 4 


The grace and the privileges which A under bther 
diſpenfations of, religion, are brought ceve nt 29) meridian 
Lali bythe goſpel. This I mention, juſt to en 
what Yun ma q expect from a following letter 
an the mean time, let us attend to che epd Da- 


mol. He records a meſſage from hearen, Which is 


more alcarly deſcriptise of this great evangelical bleſs 
ſing, khan all the foregoing texts. He hadi been unden 


much diſtreſs, and in great Perplexity; ; afflicteib for his 


own, and his countrymens fins, z- anxious for the weHHare 
of the choſen nation, and the pt offiexity of die religion, 
When an angel Was diſpatched'to the; holy mourn); 
with.zhis- moſt cheering news!; which, received by 


faith; is the richeſt balm to a weunded-confeience, ant 
the only remedy for a guilty: world. Seven, week: are. 


determined upon thy people, and upon thy be city ; ta fie. 


nud the tranſgrelion, and make, an. end, fin; d made 


recnciligtion for iniquity 51 and g. bring in everlaſting 
righteouſucſe d. This | prophecy. geſateg tf the MES- 


SLH. It foretels, that, an the, ſulneſz of, time, he 


ſhould: firi/h the. tranſgre/ſi ron + "reſtrain | and ſuppreſs 

— of corruption, by purifying to himſelf a. pe: 

7 e e : ſhould wake an end of 72 1 by ſealing 
vptor 


ecreting its guilt, and totally aboliſhing its con-. 


22 power: ſhould mae reconciliation fer. inigui- 
ty, by oftainipg, the vengeance! due to ſinners, and ful. 


ly ſatisfying the divine juſtice far all their;offences — 
ſhould not barely publiſh, but accompliſh; and brin 605 2 
and 


Ne I. 3 * it my be een both to 


- Yo »,0 9 4 1 


— 


15 Ai Bot ix. 24. 1 N23 25 * BIN . 2 1 5, 
Kd 1 think, muſt ſignify more than to pat/tſh:or preach.: 
Had this been all that the angel was commillivned te declarez. 
tho dach D 2'wopld, probably have been uſed. —The-word: 
@ bringing in {the original is the,ſame) $4, when 


pher ſuch 1185 . 
tought his ſacrifice to the altar, for the divine a an 


aud E£/ou brought his veniſon into the chambet, for. his tas 
ther” 8 uſe, Gcu. 1 iv. 4. x Xxii. 3 
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and mam; to G0, for the reparation of his violated 


law; to man, for the juftification: of his pbnoxious 


perſon:— That this ſrighteouſneſs ſhould be everlaſting; 
not ſuch as may be compared to the morning cloud, 
whichpaſſeth away; or to che. early de w/ which is ſom 
dried up; but ſuchias-will eutlaſt the hills, on which 
the latter ſhines; and butlaſt the ſkies, through Which 
the former fails: A righteouſneſs, whoſer merits extend 
to every period and every action of our lives; and 
when once made ours by imputation, remains, and will 
remain, our unalienable property. — To this all, the 
ſaints, who, in ancient generations. pleaſed: GOD, owe 
their acceptance; on this, all the children of men; whoz 
in future ages, hope for his merey, muſt rely; by thie 


the whole =Uembly of the bleſſed will be invariably and 
eternally precious in hie ſight. Exalted character! 
Can it be applicuble to any thing leſs, than the righ- 


teouſneſs of the incarnate GOD? Surely none ean ima- 
2211 1 


KA Ee 5 22 os -. ' g 4 5 x * | $ wy 
pine; tnat Damti Worn ip, ww LUO 9 
is ver 


ſtrain of any human righteouſneſs; ſince, in't 


+ g | ry 
chapter, he profeſſedly depreciates himſelf; his fellows 
ſataté , and all human performances whatever... 

2 MF forgot, in the proper place, to conſult the prophet 
FJeremiub. Let us ow refer ourſelves to his determi- 


dation. Celebrating the SAVIOUR” of Judah and 


I. del. he fa ys, Thir is his name, whereby he ſhall. be cal. 


led, The LORD OHR RIGHTEOUSVESS. A de- 


termination, ſo clear and fatisfaQory, as not to leave, 
one would almoſt conclude, any room for appeal. 


| Should che ſeiiſe of the paſſage. be queſtionhed, I think, 
there cannot be a more authentic explication, than the 


preceding extrafts from Iſaiah and Daniel; And hay- 


ing the unanimous atteſtation of two inſpired penmen, 
we may venture to abide by ſuch authority, even in op- 


polition to ſome reſpectable names. In the verſe imme- 
drately- foregoing, the -efertial holineſs of the RE- 


| ad diſplayed, under the character of the 


GHTEOUS BRANCIHH.— The ſanctity, which he 
will inpart to his ſubjects, is intimated by his executing 
3 7%%%%ͤ 00 Judg- 


C 


to the eccleſiaſtical and civil com 
ranks and of every charaQter, al 
to rejoice greatly; nay, to expreſs the joy of their 
| heart, by loud Hallelnjabs, and triumphant exclamations. 
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8 judgment and juſtice in the earth. — In the clauſe we have 
quoted, his imputed righteouſneſs is foretold and pro- 


miſed. Thus the ſeveral fentences are diſtinct; the de- 
ſcription of the SAVIOUR is complete; and he ap- 
pears perfectly ſuited to the exigencies of a wretched 


world; in their worſt eſtate, enſlaved to Satan; and in 


their beſt, falling ſhort of the glory of GOD. — This 


therefore I take to be the grand and extenſive meaning 


of the prophet ; not barely, the righteous LORD ; 
not barely the LORD who infuſes righteouſneſs into 


finful ſouls ; but the incarnate JEHOVAH “, 'whoſe 
_ mediatorial righteouſneſs is, by an act of gracious impu- 


tation, our, —to alt the intents of juſtification and ſal- 


vation; ours, —as much ours for theſe bleſſed purpoſce, | 
as if we had wrought it out, each in his q4n perſon +. 


Forſeeing and contemplating theſe bleſſings, the en- 


raptured Zechariah cries out, Rejoice greatly, © kits | 
of Zion; ſhout, 0 daughter of Fernfalem : behold, thy 


P23 5 DE” s = bs 1 . 8+: 4. 86 S NH 4 2 
11 comet: Unis ar, 0 ho 24 755 III DU jalvation, 


kewl), and ridings upon an aſs, and upon a colt the foal of 


an aſs f. — He addreſſes himſelf to Zion an Heruſalem, 


exhorted to refoice; 


— What is the cauſe of this general delight? what can 
- #3 1. bo I AG. . q : C : 7 fill 
© Jer. XXiii: 5; 6. In theſe golden, infinitely better than 

golden, verſes, are characterized the divine and the human 

patures of CHRIST, together with his mediatorial office. The 


d vine nature; in that he enjoys the hinvurs of the GOD 


HEAD, and poſſeſſes the incommunicible name IEHOVAH. 
— The human naturcs; in thut he was to lze raiſed vp wits Da- 


wid, and ſpring es a branch from his root. —Fhe mediatorial 
office ; in; that he is the righlecnugſy of his people, and the ſal- 
l 4 \ 4 c ' 15 


valion of hunens. : | | 

+ Mitſiut, ſpeaking of the mediatorial righteouMmeſs, has 
written, in Latin; what Afpaſio exprefies im Kli, Per illam 
obe dientiam tita_ mul-itudo illorum, qt ad iffom pertinent, juſti eon 
fiituuntur; id et, c. n/en'tr js batere ad e!2rn iin wtam, non minus' 


Guam ige ern nun proprea perſuns illam obedientiam prajtiriffet. 
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nity. Ferſons of all 
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6 fill both church and Rate with ſuch high ſatisfaction? 
i Thy King cometh wnto thee ; even that glorious KING, 
'R who rules in heaven, and rules. in the heart; whoſe 
1 ſervics is frecdom, and whole laws are love. He is juft ; 
1 divinely righteous in his nature, and he cometh to 
1 fulfil all rightcouſneſs in thy ſtead. Haring ſalvation ; 
* bereby procuring ſalvation for his people; deliverance 
4 from ſin, from death and hell; from every evil thou 
4 deſerveſt, and from every milery thou feareſt. That 
5 none may be diſcouraged, and none deterred, from 
; applying to this PRINCE of peace, he is, amidſt all 
f the honours of his ſovereiguty, /cxvly does not abhor 
+. the baſeſt, will not deſpiſe the meaneſt,; to the poor 
i | his goſpel is preached, znd for the guilty his benefits. 
? are intended. As an emblem, as a proof, of this 

| moſt amiable aud condeſcending gocdnels, he avill ride; 
5 not like the conquerors of old, in a triumphal cha- 
f riot, or on a richly capariſoned ſteed; hut upon the 
4 molt mcan and deſpicable of all animals, an ah; nay, 
3 what is fill more defpicavle, on a rude undiſciplined 
4 CCC 
; | _* Becanfe ſome profane” ſcoſſers have prefiimed to ridicule 
r , this very remarkable incident of our LORD's life, ſome in- 
To 1 tetpicte s ot note have eud.avourcd ty reſcue it from their. 
I 5 8 attempts, by obſerving, —** That the eaſtern aſſes are 


i JÞÞ* *© much larger and more gracetul than ours; that patfiarchs 
[ ; „ and judges thought it no diſgrace to ride upon them.” 

This obler vation has, feht, more of falſe del cacy, than of 
teal truth,. or | Chiiftian fimpiicity. In the patriarchal ages, I 
acknowledge, perſons of high d:itinRion thonght it no diſho- 
nour, in their journeys and procetiions, to appear on this a- 
nimal. But 1 very much queſtion, whether the ſame faſhion 
ſubſiſted, or the fame way of thinking prevailed, in the rejgn 
af Til erius Ceſar See Jom. iii. 3 —Nay, | am ſhoogly inclined. 

to ſuſpect, that this plain primitive cuſtom was ſupe ſeded, 
cven in the days of Zecharie/, For long before this time 1 
| find, that Solomon hid feur theufind lalls cf horſes for his chariots, 
and twelne thwſaud horſemen ; avd that hes were brerght to him 
ent of kgypt, aud divers other countries, 1 Kings iv. 26. x. 28, 29. 
From this period, it is probable, none but the poor and inſe- 
rior ſort of people rode upon ailes.— When Iſaiah prophefied,' 
the land was full of berſes, Wi, ii. 3. Under the Perſiin monarchy; > 
when Zechar. ab ſlourtſuhed, horſes weie in ſtell greater repute... 


4 ww 6.9. 
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of his heart; the imperfe 
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And now,— ſince my Theron confeſſes himſelf to 
be miſerable, and poor, and. naked : fince the eyes of 
his underſtanding are enlightened, to ſee the impurity 
Kion of his righteouſneſs ; and 
that he is, in himſelf, a loſt undone ſinner, — what 
advice, cheering aud falutary, ſhall I ſuggeſt? O! let 
kim liſten to an ADVISER, infinitely more able 
and compaſſionate ; liſten to HIM, who is the AN. 
CIENT OF DAYS, and the WISDOM OF GOD; 
I counſel thee, ſays the bleſſed FESUS, to buy of ine 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayſ} be rich; and 
abhite raiment, that thou mayſt be clothed *.—- Gold 


what can this denote, but all thoſe ſpiritual treaſures, 


which are hid in CHRIST ? which are, in meaſure, 
unſearchable ; in value, ineſtimable ; in duration, e- 
ternal. — ite raiment ! Surely this muſt ſignify the 


righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER ; which 3s all pu- 


rity, and all perfection; which clothes the foul, as a 
molt ſuitable and commodious garment ; which covers 


every deformity and every ſin; and preſents the be- 


liever, free from ſhame. and free from blemiſh, before 


the throne of the MAJESTY in the heavens. 


This, to uſe the delicate language, and amiable 
„„ images 


Well therefore mizht the prophet ſay, with wonder and de- 
light.—lywly. aud riding uren, an afs! 1 "3 


Was it a mean attitude! exceedingly mean? mean even to 
contempt * I make no ſcruple to grant it: nay, | make my boaſt 


Of it! It is for the boncçut of my LORD's cendeſceuſion; it 


is for the utter confuſion of all wordly pomp and grandeur; 
and it is for the urſpeakable comfurc of my finful ſoul. — Moſt 
charming humility! moſt endearing gentleneſs! HE. who r:deib 
upou the beavers as if it were upon an 2 and maketh the clouds his 
chari2t, to atone for my pride, and to encourage my hope, diſ- 


dained not, in the days of his fleth, to ride upon an aſs. 


They who would dign'fy this action. any otherwiſe thau from 
Its ever-to-ie admired abatement, ſeem to have forgotten the 
ſible aud the manger. 1 hey who are offeyded at this citeum- 
ſtance, aud athamcd to own their LORD in his deep humitia- 
tion have but voly imperfedlly learned the apoliic's letion ; 


'C9D feriig, thei I Huld glory, fine inthe rife of CHRIST JESUS 


my LORD. Dae 2 8 
Rev. in. 18. 
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images of, //ajah,—this doctrine, embraced by a reali- 
zing faith, I, the only pillow of 7%, wherewith ye may 
cauſe the. weary,and. heavy: Iaden ſoul 40. find repoſe ; and 
160 is the ſovereigu cordial, prepared hy infinite mercy, | 
lor che r4re/prept:of anxious and deſponding tranſgreſ- 


” 


* 


lors. 00 Jet us not be in the number of thoſe proud 
and, refractory, creatures, who, though they infinitely 
needed et word net bear the gracious news, nor 
reegiye, theyunſpeakable benefit. —In this reſpect, and 
in.this moſt eminently, is that other ſaying of the ſame 
ſublime, teacher, true; The LORD of hoſts ſhall be fat a 
cr, of glory, and ſor a diadem of beauty, to the reſidue 
ebe a; Shall we tear. from our temples, or re- 


ſech With 1 91 this unfading and heavenly orgament, 


an HAS ee weng and tan den Chaplet af: 


of Flingit Matt Tis 1 5 


Let ne add. a pertinent paſſage fiom one of, our ce- 


ie e e which, if proper in 4zs ſenſe, 


will be incgmparably more ſo, according to ou; manner 
Sele ph, % bes pos „„ 


d e were contemning, SN 
= Withniriplous ſelf” ſufficient arrogance, ' Oo 

21000 Thr bounty of our 60D, not t accept, 

Miith every mark of honour, ſuch a gift. 


I might proceed to urge this expoſtulation of the 
poet, as I might eaſily have multiplied my quotations 
from holy writ. But, ſtudious of brevity, i leave both, 
without farther, enlargement, to your own meditation. 
Yet, more ſtudious of my friend's happineſs, I cannot 
conclude without wiſhing him an intereſt,” a clear and 
eſtabliſhed intereſt, in this everlaſting righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST. For ſo, and fo only, can he have everlaſting | 
conſolation and good bope through grace. — J am, my dear 
Theron. E norton ft * „„ 
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P. S. Oppoſite to the room in which I write, is a 
_ moſt agreeable proſpect of the gardens and the fields; 
7hefe covered with herbage, and loaded with corn; 86 
adorned with flowers, and abounding with efculents : 
all appearing with ſo florid and fo beautiful an aſpect, 
that they really ſeem, in conformity to the pſalni/?'s 
deſcription, even to /augh and ſiug. Let me juſt ob- 
ſerve, rhat all theſe fine ſcenes, all theſe rich producti- 
ons ſprung, —from what? From the difo/ution of the 
reſpective ſeeds. The ſeeds planted by the gardener, 
and the grain ſowed by the huſband- man, firſt periſhed 
in the ground, and then the copious increaſe aroſe. 5 
Much in the ſame manner, a true faith in CHRIST 
and his righteouſneſs ariſes - from what? From the 
ruins of ſelf. ſufficiency, and the death of perſonal excel- 
lency. Let me therefore entreat my Theron, ſtill to 
take the diary for his counſellor; ſtill to keep an 
eye on the depravity of his nature, and the miſ- 
carriages of his life. The more clearly we fee, the more 
deeply we feel, our guilt and our miſery, the more 
highly ſhall we value the obedience of our bleſſed 
 SURETY.—lIn ſuch a heart, faith will flouriſh as a 
roſe, and lift up its head like a cedar in Lebanon. To 
ſuch a ſoul, the great REDEEMER's righteouſneſs ' 
will be welcome, as waters to the thirſty ſoil, or as ri— 
vers in the ſandy deſert. | 5 


LE TT EN 


As PAS1 to THERON. 


Dear THERroN, F 2 5 DET: 
FAN IVE me leave to relate an uncommon accident, 
| F which happened a little while ago in this neigh- 
bourhood, and of which I myſelf was a ſpectator.— The 
day was the Sabbath; the place appropriated to dt- 
vine worſhip, was the ſcene of this remarkable affair. 
A boy came running into the church, breathleſs and 
trembling. He told, but in a low voice, thoſe who ſtood 
. ; near, 


* & 4 _ : | 
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near, that a preſ3-gang “ was advancing to beliege the 
doors, and arreſt the ſailors: — £4 alarm was immedi- 
ately taken. The ſeamen, with much hurry, and no 
ſmall anxiety, began to ſhift for themſelves. The 
re{t of the congregation, perceiving an unuſual ſtr, were 
{truck with ſurpriſe. —A_ whiſper of inquiry ran from 
ſeat to feat ; which increaſed, by degrees, into a confuſ- 


ed murmur. No one could inform his neighbour ; 


therefore every one was left to ſolve the appearance, 


from the ſuggeſtions of a timorous imagination. Some 


ſuſpected the town was on fire. Some were apprehenſive 
of an invaſion from the Spaniards. Others looked up, 
and looked round, to ſee if the walls were not giving 


way, and the roof falling upon their heads. In a few 


moments, the conſternation became general. The men 
ſtood like ſtatues, in filent amazement, and unavailing 


perplexity. The women ſhrieked aloud; fell into fits; 


ſunk to the grouud in a ſwoon. Nothing was ſeEn, but 
wild dif; :rder ; nothing heard, but tumultuous clamour. 
— Drowned was the preacher's voice. Had he ſpoke in 
thunder, his meſſage would ſcarce have been regarded. 
To have gone on with his work, amidſt ſuch a prodigi- 
ous ferment, had been like arguing with a whirlwind, 
or ta;king to a tempeſt. | 

This brought to my mind that oreat 1 65 day 
when the heavens will paſs away; when the earth will 


be diſſolved; and all its inhabitants receive their final 
doom. — If, at ſuch incidents of very inferior dread, our 


hearts are ready to fail; what unknown and inconceiva- 
ble aſtoniſhment muſt ſeize the guilty conſcience, when 


the hand of the ALMIGHTY thall open thoſe unparal- 


lelled ſcenes of wonde r, Gefulation, and horror! —when 
the 


* The reader, it is hoped, will excuſe whatever may appear 
le, or favour ot the pleheian, in any of theſe circumſtances. If 


- Aſpaſio had ſet himſelf to invent the de ſeription of a panic, he 


wou!l: probably have formed it upon ſome more raiſed and 
dignificd incident, But as this was a ren! matter of fa, which 
lately happened ia one of our ſea-port towas ;z truth, even in 
a plain. drets, may poſſibly be no lefs acre tuble than bcion, 
Biicked up with the moſt iplendid embelin ments. 
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the trumpet ſhall ſound, — the dead ariſe, - the world be 
in flames, - the JUDGE on the throne, — and all man- 
kind at the bar! | ; | Es 
The trumpet ſhall found *, ſays the prophetic teacher. 
And how ſtartling, how ſtupendous the ſummons ! No- 
thing equal to it, nothing like it, was ever heard through 
all the regions of the univerſe, or all the revolutions of 
time. — When conflicting armies have diſcharged the 
bellowing artillery of war, or when victorious armies 
have ſhouted for joy of the conqueſt, the ſeas and ſhores 
ll | have rung, the mountains and plains have echoed. But 
| the ſhout of the archangel], and the tramp of GOD, 
3 will reſound from pole to pole; will pieree the centre, 
Raad ſhake the pillars of heaven. — Stronger, ſtranger 
itill! it will penetrate even the deepeſt receſſes of the 
tomb. It will pour its amazing thunder into all thoſe 
abodes of ſilence. The dead, the very dead, ſhall hear. 
When the trumpet has ſounded, the dead ſhall ariſc. 
— In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the graves 
open, the monumental piles are cleft aſunder, and the 
nations under- ground ſtart into day. What an immenſe 
+ Harveſt of men and women, ſpringing up from the ca- 
verns of the earth, and the depths of the ſea! Stand a 
while, my ſoul, and confider the wonderful ſpectacle.— 
Alam formed in paradiſe, and the babe born but yeſter— 
day, the earlieſt ages, and lateſt generations, meet upon 
the ſame level. Fews and Gentiles, Greeks and Barba- 
rians, people of all climes and languages, unite in the 
promiſcuous throng. Here, thoſe vaſt armies, which, 
like ſwarms of locuſts, covered countries; which, with 
an irrefiltible ſweep, over-run empires; here they all 
appear, and here they all are lolt ; loft like the ſmall 
drop of a bucket, when plunged into the unfachomable_ 
and boundleſs ocean. — O! the multitudes ! the multi— 
tudes! whichtheſeeyes ſhall ſurvey, when GOD ca!leth 
the beavens from above, and the earth, that he may judge 
his people. What ſhame muſt fluſh the guilty cheek»! 
what avguiſh wound the poliuted breaſt ! to We | 
| | | e their 
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N fy practices, and infamous tempers, expofed 


before this innumerable crowd of witneſſes !—Fly, my 


Theron ; and fly, my fon) ; inſtantly Jet us fly, carnellly. 


let us fly, to the purifying blood of SU; that all 


our ſins may be blotted out; that we may be found un- 


_ blameable and anreproveable, i in the preſence of the af- 
ſembled world; and. what is infiaitely more to be re- 


vered, in the fight of the omaipotent GOD. 


When the ſwarm iſſues, the hive will urn. There 


is no more need. of this habitable globe. The e&le& 
have fought the good fight, and finiſhed their courſe. - 
The wicked have been tried, and found incoriigible. 
The important drama is ended: every actor has pere 
formed his part; now therefore the ſcenes are taken 
down, and the age i is demoliſhed. — V be to the earth, 
and tio the works theres Its ſtreams are turned into 


pitch, its duit into brimſtone; and the breath of the 
ALMIGHTY, like a torrent of fire, enkindles the 


whole. Sze!: fee! how the conflagration rages, — 


ſpreads, —prevails over all! The forcfts are in a blaze, 


and the mountains are wrapt in flames. Cities, king- 
doms, continents, ſink in the burning deluge. London, 


Britain, Eurape are no more. Through all the recep- 
tacles of water, through all the tracts of land, through 


— 


the whole extent of air, nothing is ee but one 


ty? where the d-/;2h:s of the voluptuary ? How wiſe, 


vaſt, prodigious fiery ruin. — Where now are the frea- 
ſures of the covetous? where the poſeſions of the migh- 


* 


how happy are they, whoſe portion is lodged in heaven- 


heaven is rolled back like a ſcroll ; ; and the JUDG 


the JUDGE appears ! He cometh, cries a mighty . 


raph, the herald of his approach, he cometh to judge the 


eworld in D and miniſter true judgment unto 
the people ! — He cometh, not as formerly, in the bunt ö 
of a ſervant, but clad with uncreated glory, and ma 


ly mantions ! Their inheritance is incorruptible and un- 
defiled ; ſuch as the laſt are cannot reach, nor the diſſo-ů 
| lation af nature impair. 


But fee! the azure vault. cleaves ; the expanſe of 


nißcent = 
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nificently attended wk 14 armies s of heaven. 2 ngels 
and archangels ſtand before him, and ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand of thoſe celeſtial ſpirits miniſter unto him. 
— Behold him, ye faithful followers of the LAMB; 

and wonder and love, This is HE, who bore all your 
miquities on the ignominious croſs. This is HE. who 


 falfilled all righteouſneſs for the juſtification of your per- 
ſons. — Behold him, ye deſpiſers of his grace; and won- 


der and perith. This is HE, whoſe merciful overtures 


you have contemned, and on whoſe precious blood you 


have trampled. | 
The great white throne , beyond deferipided auguſt 
ind formidable, is erected. The KING of heaven, the 
LORD of plory, takes his ſeat on the dreadful tribunal, 
Mercy, on his right hand, diſplays the oliye-branch of 
peace, and holds forth the crowt of righteouſneſs. Fu/- 
tice, on his left, poiſes the impartial ſcale, and unſheaths 
the ſword of vengeance. While Wiſdom and Holineſs, 
brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, beam in his divine aſ- 
| pect. — What are all the preceding events, to this new 


| feene of dignity and awe? The peals of thunder, ſound- 
ing in the archangel's trumpet; the blaze of a burning 
world, and the ſtrong convulſions of expiring nature; 

the unnumbred myriads of human creatures, ſtarting in- 
to inſtantaneous exiſtence, and thronging the aſtoniſhed 2} 
ſkies; all theſe ſeem familiar incidents, compared with 
the appearance of the incarnate JEHOVAH.— 


Amazement, more than amazement, is all around. Ter- 
. ror and glory unite in their extremes. From the fight 
of his majeſtic eye, from the inſupportable ſplendors of 


his face, the earth itſelf and the very heavens fee away * | 
 +.— How then? Oh! how ſhall the ungodly and? 


ſtand in his angry preſence, and. dr aw near to this con- 
ſuming fire ? 

Let draw near they muſt, and ke their trial, their 
deciſive trial at his righteous bar. Every action comes 
under examination. For each idle word they mult give 
account. Not .o much as a ſecret 5 (Rouge eſcapes this 


exact 
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exact ſcrutiny. How ſhall the eriminals, the impenitent 


criminals, either conceal their guilt, or elude the ſen- 
tence? They have to do with a Rus too keen to be 
deceived, with a power too ſtrong to be reſiſted, and 

O! terrible, terrible conſideration !) with a ſeverity of 


moſt juſt diſpleaſure, that will ever relent, never be 


entreated more. What ghaſtly deſpair lours on their 
pale looks! What racking agonies rend their diſtracted 
hearts! The bloody axe and the torturing wheel, are 
eaſe, are down, compared with their prodigious wo. 
And (O holy GOD! wonderful in thy doings! fearful 
in thy judgments !) even this prodigious wo is the gen- 
zleſi of viſitations, compared with that indignation and 


wrath, which are hanging over their guilty head, — 


which are even now falling on all the ſons of rebellion, 


E which will plunge them deep in aggravated and end- 
| leſs deſtruction. : e THT | LE 


And is there a laſt day? and muſt there come 
A ſure, a fix'd, irrevocable docin of 


Surely then, to vſe the words of a pious prelate *, it 


| ſhould be“ the main care of our lives and deaths, what 


& ſhall give us peace and acceptation before the dread- 


& ful tribunal of GOD. What but rigliteouſnels ? 


hat righteouſneſs or whoſe ; Ours or CHRIST's? 


„ Ours, in the inherent graces wrought in us, in the 


c holy works wrought by us? or CHRIST's, in his 


© moſt perfect obedience and meritorious ſatis faction, 


„ wrought for us, and applied to us? The Popiſb facti- 


« on is for the former. We Proteſtants are for the 


latter. GOD is as direct on our fide, as his word 
« can make him; every where blazening the defects 
„of our own righteouſneſs, every where extolling the 


„perfect obedience of our REDEEMER's.” _ 


Bebeld! ſays the everlaſting KING, 7 lay in Zion, 


ber a foundation, a ſtone; a tried ſtone; a precious cor- 


ner tone; a ſure foundation: He THAT BELIEVETH, 


SHALL NOT MAKE HASTE T. As this text contains ſo 


* Biſhop Hall. + I. x xvili, 16, 
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a diſplay of our SAVIOUR's conſummate abili. 
ty for his great work; as it is admirably calculated to 
preſerve the mind from diſtreſſing fears, and ts ſettle it 
in a ſteady tranquillity; you will give me leave to touch 
it curſorily with my pen; jult as I ſhould deſcant upon 
it in converſation, was L now fitting in one of your 
agreeable arbours, and enjoying your more agreeable 
How beautiful the gradation ! how lively the deſcrip- 
tion! and how very important the practical improve- 
ment! or, I might ſay, the inſcription which is engra- 
ven on this wonderful ſtone. Hebel Intended to rouſe 
and fix our moſt attentive regard. The GOD of heaven 
ſpeaks. He ſpeaks, and every ſyllable is balm ; every 
| ſentence is rich with confolation. If ever therefore we 

have ears to hear, let it be.to this SPEAKER, and on 
this occafion. _ | Jö 
A fone, Every thing elſe is ſliding ſand; is yield. 
ing air; is a breaking bubble. Wealth will prove a 
vain ſhadow ; honour an empty breath; pleaſure a de- 
luſory dream; our own righteouſneſs a ſpider's web. If 
on theſe we rely, diſappointment muſt enſue, and ſhame 
be inevitable. Nothing but CHRIST, nothing but 
CHRIST, can ſtably ſupport our ſpiritual intereſts, and 
realize our expectations of true happineſs. And, bleſ- 
ſed be the divine goodneſs ! he is, for this purpoſe, not 
a ſtone only, but = • es 
A tried ſtone. Tried, in the days of his humanity, 
by all the vehemence of temptations, and all the weight 
of afflictions; yet, like gold from the furnace, rendered 
more ſhining and illuſtrious by the fiery ſcrutiny. — 
Tried,under the capacity of a SAVIOUR; by milli- 
ons and millions of depraved, wretched, ruined ereatures; 

who have always found him perfectly able, and as perfectly 
willing, to expiate the molt enormous guilt, —to deliver 
from the moſt inveterate corruptions, — and fave, to the 
very uttermoſt, all that come unto GOD through him. 
A corner: tone: which not only ſuſtains, but unites the 
edifice 3 incorporating both Fews and Gentiles, belie- 
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yers of various languages, and manifold denominations,. 
—here in one harmonious bond of brotherly love, — 
hereafter in one common participation of eternal joy. 
A precious ſtone. More precious than rubies ; the 
pearl of great price; and the deſire of all nations. Pre- 


cious, with regard to the divine dignity of his perſon, 


and the unequalled excellency of his mediatorial offices. 
In theſe, and in all reſpects, greater than Jonah, - wiſer 
than Solomon, — fairer than the children of men, —chief- 


eſt among ten thouſand, — and, to the awakened ſinner, 


ſure foundation : ſuch as no preſſure can ſhake : 
equal, more than equal to every weight; even to ſin, the 
heavieſt load in the world. — The Rock of apes ; ſuch as 
never has failed, never will fail, thoſe humble penitents, 


who calf their burden upon the LORD REDEEM- 


or 7 fre funtution 4 altogether lovely *. 


ER; who roll all | their guilt, and fix their whole 


| hopes, 

Cant. v. 16. f Fundamentum fundatiſſimum. _ 
+ Noll This is the exact ſenſe of the ſacred phraſe, mim 5x 50. 
Pſal. Xxxii. 8. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3. I am not ignorant, 


that ſome people have preſumed to cenſure, and many have 


been ſby of uſtag, this bold and vigorous metaphor : which ne- 
vertheleſs appears to me, of all others the moſt juſt, the moſt 


ſigniſicaut, and therefore the moſt tiuly beautiful.“ 


A burden, that 1» manageable and comparatively light, we 
caſt, we throw. But that which is extremely ponderous and 
quite unwie!dy, we move only by rolling. Accordingly, ſtones 
of an enormous ſize, are called by the oriental writers, ſtones of 
rolling, Ezra v. 8 —Cunſider the exprefſion in this view, and 
nothing can repreſent,” with greater or with equal energy, that 
prodigions load, which, heavier than the ſaud of the tea, op- 
preiles the guilty conference —By ſubſtituting any other word, 
we cnfet ble aud dilute the ſenſe; we loſe the capital aud ſttik- 
ing idea. | 1% | 
Vain nian would be wiſe. Let him not then, for the credit of 
his ivgenuity, adventuie to correct the language of omuiſcience. 
1 his, if any thing in nature, is | | 

| Periculcſe plenum opus ales. 


This will be ſure to diſcover, not his fine taſte, but his grovel- | 


ling” apprehenſion, and bis rampart pride. To improve, with 


the painter's bruſh, the glowing colours of the rainbow; ta 


| heighten, by fuller's ſoap, the luſtre of the pew fallen fnows 3 


would, 


* * * - * 0 
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hopes, on this immoveable baſis.— Or, as the words may 
be rendered, a foundation * ! foundation! There is a 
| fine ſpirit of vehemency in the ſeatence, thus underſtood, 
It ſpeaks the language of exultation, and expreſſes an 


important diſcovery. . That which mankind infinitely 
want; that which multitudes ſeek, and find not; it is 
here! it is here! This, this is the foundation for their 


pardon, their peace, their eternal felicity. _ 

 Whoeſoever believeth, though preſſed with adverſities, 
or ſurrounded by dangers, /h not make haſte : but, 
free from tumultuous and perplexing thoughts, preſerved 
from raſh and precipitate ſteps, he ſha]l poſſeſs his ſoul 
in patience; knowing the ſufficiency of thoſe merits, 
and the fidelity of that grace, on which he has repoſed 


bis conſidence, ſhall quietly and without perturbation 


wait for an expected end. And not only amidſt the 
perilous or diſaſtrous changes of life, but even in the 


day of everlaſting judgment, ſuch perſons ſhall j) 
_ avith boldneſs. — They ſhall look up to the grand AR- 
_ BITRATOR,—look round on all the ſolemnity of his 


appearance, 


would be a more modeſt attempt, and a much eaſier talk, than 


SPIRIT of inſpiration driCtates, 
D's + l 


to make av ide expurgatorius, or a table ot crrata, when the 


+ Shall rot make baſte, w . This metaphorical expref- 


fon, though it might he very intelligible to an Hebrew, is, to 
an Eugliſb reader, like ſome fine piure placed in a dſadvanta- 
g-0us light. We may pollibly illuſtrate the prophet's meaning, 
and exemplify his afſertion, if we compare the conduct of 
NMoeſes, with that of the Iſraelites, on viewing the fatal cataſtro- 


phe of Dathan and Abiram —\\ hen the earth trembled under 


. their feet; when the ground opened its horrid jaws; when 
the preſumptuous finners went down alive into the pit; when 
the tremendous chaſm cloſed upon the ſcreaming wietches; 


the children of Tfrae!, it is written, fed of the cry of them ; fled 
in wild and haſty confuſion; for they ſaid, Left the earth 


 feullow ns up . hut Meſes, who denounced the dreadful 
doom; Mofes, who was ſure of the divine protection; Moſes 
made no ſuch precipitate or difaxderiy haſte. He ſtood calm 
and compoſed; ſaw the whole alarming tranſaRion, without 
any uneaſy emotions of fear, or any unneceſſary attempts to 


_ efcape. So that is behavicnr ſeems to be a clear and oppoſite 


comment on Jes flraſe. See Numb. xvi 
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appearanee, — look forward to the unalterable ſentence, 


— and neither feel anxiety, nor fear damnation. 


| Such, in that day of terrors, ſhall be ſeen 
To face the thunders with a godlike mein. 
The planets drop : their thoughts are fix'd above: 
The centre ſhales; their hearts diſdaii'to move. 


1] his portion of ſcripture, which, I hope, will both 


_ delight and cdiſy my friend, recals our attention to the 


ſubject of my preſent letter; to thoſe propitiatory ſaf- 
ſerings, and that juſtifying righteouſneſs, which, imput - 
ed to ſinners, are the ground of their comfort, and the 


. bulwark of their ſecurity. And what ſay the writers of 


the New Teſtament upon this. point? they, whoſe un- 
derſtandings were opened by the “ WONDERFUL | 
« COUN5ELLOR,” to diſcern the meaning of the 


ancient oracles; who mult therefore be the moſt com- 


petent judges of their true import, and our ſureſt guides 
in ſettling their ſenſe. — Do 7hey patronize our iuterpre- 


tation of the prophets? do they fet their ſcal to the aus, 
thenticity of our doctrine 2 


St 1411 in his eceleſiaflical billory, has preſerved 790 ' 
weighty declaration of the apoſtles; We believe, that, 
through the grace of our LORD FESUS CHRIST, we 
ſhall be ſaved even as they *, Here the thing is implied. 
—St. Peter, in the introduction to one of his theologi- 
cal epiſtles, thus addreſſes his happy correſpondents : 
To them that have obtained like precidus faith, in the righ- 
teouſneſs + of our GOD and SAVIOUR FESUS 
CHRIST. Here the point is expreſsly aflerted. — 
With equal clcarneſs is the doctrine delivered by Mat- 
thew the erangelilt z Seck ye A the Kingdom of 60D, 

| and. 
| „ A Ly. e 
+ 2 Pet. i. 1. The phraſe is T4 £V dre. If we 


retain the common tranſlation, it proves another very momen- 
tous truth : that the righteouſneſs of our G&D, even of our SAV T- 


-QUR FESUS CHRIST, is the one meritorious procuring Cauſe of 


«ll ſpiritual bleſſings ; of faith as well as of fruition ; of grace, 
as well as of glory. | 


24 AspAS1IO ro THERON. Let. g. 
and his righteouſneſs *. What can the kingdom of 60D 


mean? An experience of the power, and an enjoyment 
of the privileges of the goſpel. What are we to under- 
ſtand. by his righteouſneſs ? Surely, the righteouſneſs 
which is worthy of this grand appellation, and peculiar 
to that bleſſed inſtitution. 
Would we learn, what is the great and diſtinguiſhing 
peculiarity of the goſpel ? St Paulinforms us; Therein 
the righteouſneſs cf GOD is revealed, from faith to faith. 


As this text leads us into the epiltle to the Romans 5— 


as this. epiltle is, for the propriety of its method, as 


well as for the importance of its doctrine, ſingularly ex- 
_ cellent, —it may not be amils to examine its ſtructure, 
and inquire into its deſign. 

The apoſtle writes to a promiſcuous 3 ; who 
had been converted, partly from Fudaiſm, partly from 


Gentiliſm. His aim is, to ſtrike at the very root of 


their former errors reſpectively, —to turn them wholly 


to the ſoperabundant grace of GOD, and eſtabliſh them 


r on the all ſufficient merits of CHRIST. 

The Geriile; were, for the molt part, groſsly igno- 
rant of GOD, and flupidly negligent of 1nvihble inte— 
reſts. If any among them had a tenſe of religion, their 
virtues, they imagiued, were meritorious of all that the 
DEITY could beſtow. If they fell into ſin; fin, they 
ſuppoſed, might eaſily be obliterated by repentance, or 
- compentared by a train of ſacrifices T. A few of their 


judicious 
* Matth. vi. 33: 


+ See Wits . Anim 1d verſiones, Irenicæ, can. vii.—A choice 


little picce of potemical divinity, perhaps the very beſt that is 
extant. In which the moſt important controverhies are fairly ' 
ſtated, accurately diſcuſſed, and judiciouſly determined; with 
a perſpicuity of ſenſe, and a folidity of reaſoning, exceeded by 
nothing, but the zemarKable conciicuc!s, and the nin more re- 
; .markable candour of the ſentiments. 
The Oeconvinia Fæderum, written by the ſame hand, is a a body 
of divinity ; in its method ſo wel] digeſted, —in its doctrines 
ſo truly evangelical, - and (what is pot very uſual with our ſyſ- 


tematic writers) in its language ſo refined and elegant,—in its 


manner ſo affectionate and animating, that | would venture to 
= recommend it to every young ſtudent iu divigity : I would not 
ſcruple 


| 


* 
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jadicious ſages taught, that the moſt probable Wend r 


ſecuring the divine favour, was a ſincere reformation of 
life. | | e 
The Jeu, it is well known, placed a mighty depen- 
dence on their affinity to Abraham, and the covenant 
made with their fathers; on their adherence to the let- 
ter of the moral law, and their ſcrupulous performance 
of ceremonial inſtitutions :— Gentiles and Feawws agreeing 
in this miſtake, that they looked for the pardon of guilt, 
and the attainment of happineſs, from ſome ſervices 
done, or ſome qualities acquired by themſelves, 
Againſt theſe errors the zealous apoſtle draws his 
pen. He enters the liſts like a true champion of 
CHRIST, in the moſt ſpirited and heroic manner ima- 


ginable. I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of CHRIST : 


for, however it may be deemed fooliſhneſs by the polite 


Greeks, or prove a ſtumbling-block to the carnal Jews, 
it is the poxwer of GOD unto * ſalvation ; it is the grand 
inſtrument, which he has ordained for his bleſſed pur- 


poſe, and which he will certainly crown with the defired 


ſucceſs —Whence has the goſpel this very peculiar 
power? Becauſe therein a righteouſneſs is revealed; a 
true and perfect righteouſneſs, which obliterates all 
guilt, and furniſhes a ſolid title to eternal life. What 
righteouſneſs is this! The righteouſneſs, not of man, 


but ef 60D; which was promiſed by GOD in the 


ſcriptures ; was introduced by GOD in the perſon of 


his SON : and, on account of its conſummate excellen- 


cy, is both acceptable and available in his fight. 


This righteouſneſs is from faith to faith ; held forth, 
as it were, by a promiſing GOD, and apprehended by 


ſcruple to riſk all my reputation upon the merits of this per- 
formance; and I caunot but lament it, as one of my greateſt” 
loſſes, that I was no ſcorer acquainted with this moſt excellent 
author,—All whoſe works have ſuch a delicacy of compoſition, 
and ſuch a ſweet ſavour of holineſ:, that I know not any com- 
pariſun more proper to repreſent their true character, than the 


| 8 pot which had manna; and was—outwardly, bright with 


urniſhed gold, —inwardly, rich with heavenly food. 
; ba Rom. i. 16. 8 8 _ | | T Rom, i. 17. 
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a believing ſoul: who, firſt, gives a firm aſent to the 
goſpel; then, cordially accepts its bleſſings ; from a 
conviction that the doctrine is true, paſſes to a perſuaſion 
that the privileges are his own. — When this is effected, 
a foundation is laid for all happineſs; a principle is 
wrought, to produce all holineſs. SE 
But why was it requilite, that ſuch a righteouſneſs 
ſhould be provided by GOD, and revealed in the poſ- 
pel ? Becauſe both Genzi/e and Few neither poffelted, 
nor could attain, any righteouſnels of their own ; and 
this righteouſneſs, though ſo abſolutely neceſſary for 
their fallen ſtate, was infinitely remote from all human 
apprehenſions. The latter aſſertion is ſelf-evident. The 
former is particularly demonſtrated. — Firſt, with regard 
to the Gentiles ; the generality of whom were abandon- 
| ed to the moſt 2 exceſſes; and they who had 
eſcaped the groſſer pollutions, fell ſhort in the duties of 
natural religion.—-Next,. with regard to the u; 
many of whom lived in open violation of the external 
commandment ; and not one of them acted up to the 
internal purity required by the Moſaic precepts. —From 
which premiſes, this concluſion is deduced ; that each 
of them had tranſgreſſed even their own rule of action; 
that all of them were, on this account, utterly inexcuſa- 
| ble; therefore by the works / the law, whether dictated 
by reaſon, or delivered by Maſet, us mortal can be juſti- 
fied in the ſight of GOD. _ : „ 
Leſt any ſhould imagine, that righteouſneſs may be 
obtained, if not by a conformity to the law of nature, 
or the law of Ms/es, yet by an obſervation of evangelical 
ardinances; he farther declares, that ſinners are juſtified 


'® Rom. Ni. 20. There ſcems to be a kind of hambling or de- 
greding turn in the apoſtle's language 7x94 cet, which may 
poſſibly be preſerved in the travſlation, no mortal. We may 
farther obſerve the very nice and exact manner of the ſacred 
argumentation. Leſt it ſhould be ſaid, aud from the authority 
af St James, a man is juſt fied ty works our uncrring writer ta- 

cit!; allows, that lefere men this is practicable, befere men this 
is proper; but not r alis, not before GOD. ns 
5 | | - 
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freely, without any regard to their own endowments ; ; 
through the redemption, the complete redemption of 
FESUS « CHRIST®* : after ſuch a manner, as may lay 


them low | in humiliation even while it exalts them to the 


kingdom of heaven: after ſuch a manner as _ bring 


life and ſalvation to their ſouls, while all the glory re- 


verts to GOD the FATHER, and his SON nr 


6 HRIST. 


In the proſecution of this very momentous ſubject, 


our ſacred diſputant removes an objection, which is as 
common, as it is plauſible. Do we make void the law 


through faith ? Do we render it a vain intitution ; ſuch 


as never has been, never will be fulfilled ? - GOD forbid! 


This were a flagrant diſhonqur to the divine LEGI. 
SLATOR and his holy commandments ; ſuch as we 


would abhor, rather than countenance. On the contra- 


ry, we eſtabliſh the law et; not only as we receive it for 
a rule of life, but as we expect no ſalvation without a 
ok . without a perfect conformity to its injunctions. 
| How can this be effected? By qualifying its ſenſe, 
and ſoftening it into an eaſier ſyſtem ? This were to 
vacate the law; to deprive it of its honours : and hin- 
der it from attaining the due end, either of obedience or 
condemnation. —No ; ; but we eſtabliſn the law, by be- 
heving in that great MEDIATOR, who has obeyed its 
every precept; ſuſtained its whole penalty ; and ſatisfi- 
ed all its requirements, in their utmoſt extent. | 
Farther to corroborate his ſcheme, he proves it from 
the renowned examples of Avraham and David. The 
inflance of Abrabam is ſo clear, that it wants no com- 
ment. Any puraphraſe would rather obſcure, than il- 


lu rate it. —The other, derived from the teſtimony of the 
Pfalmift, may admit the commentator's tool : yet not 
to hammer it into a new form, but only to clear away 
the Fubbnlh 4 > to relcue it from miſrepreſentation, and 


place 
* Rom. iti. 2.4. 


+ Rom. iii. 31 Au iucouteſtabie procf, 3 ike apoftis 
t: Eats vi the moral law. | | 
5 H-2 
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place it in a true light. Even as David deſcribeth the 
bl:ſedneſs of the man to whom GOD imputeth righteouſneſ; 
without works, ſaying, Bleſſed are they whoſe unrighteouſ- 
neſs ts forgiven, and whoſe fins are covered: Bleſſed is the 
man, to whom the LORD will not impute ſin . Here is 
imputation aflerted ;—the imputation of righteouſneſs j— 
of righteouſneſs avithout works: without any reſpec to, 
or any co-operation from, any kind of human works. 
| Tt is a bleſſing vouchſafed to the ungodly ; not founded 
on a freedom from fin, but procurivg a remiſſion of its 
Sun,, | | | 


is as true as it is comfortable. It agrees with the 
experience, and has received the atteſtation of David. 
When ke fpeaks of the bleſſed and happy man, he 


„ count of delcrving performances, or recommending 
properties; butras owing ali his acceptance to that 
6 f{overeign grace, which forgives inigquities, aud blots 
© cut ſz, Such is the caſe, with regard to that evan- 
„ gelical juſtification, whick we preach. Even as ; it 
© is, in the manner of its vouchſaſement, perfectly ſimi- 
lar to the bleſſedneſs celebrated by the P/almi/t.”— 
The apoltle's eye is not fo directly upon the nature of 


the privilege, as upon the /7eerefs with which it is grant- 


ed. Nor can any infer from the tenor of his reafoutag, 
that to be forgiven, is the fame as to be juſtified ; only 
that both are acts of infinitely rich mercy, deſigned for 
fiuners, promiſed to linners, bellowed on ſinners; who 
have uothing, nothing of their own, either to boaſt, or 


to plead. © | 
Rs . 


* Rom, iv. 6, 7. 


1 
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In the fifth chapter, from verſe the twelfth to the 


end, the ſacred penman points out the cauſe, and explains 


the method of juſtification. , Of which this is the ſum: 
That CHRIST, in purſuance of the covenant of 


grace, ſulſilled all righteouſneſs in the ſtead of his peo- 
ple : That this righteouſneſs, performed for 


them, is imputed to them: — That, by virtue of this- 
racious imputation, they are abſolved from guilt, and 


_ Intitled to bliſs; as thoroughly abſolved, and as fully 


intitled, as if in their own perſons they had undergone 
the expiatory ſufferings, and yielded the meritorious 
obedience. — Leſt it ſhould ſeem ſtrange, in the opinion 
of a Jeu or a Gentile, to hear of being juſtified by the 
rightcouſneſs of another, the wary apoſtle urges a paral- 
Ie caſe, recorded in the Fewi/h revelation, but ratified” 
by univerſal * experience; namely, our being condem- 


ned for the un: ighteouſneſs of another. In this reſpe&X,. 


he obſerves, Adam was a type of our LORD; or a f. 


pure of him that awas to come 4. The relations the ſame, 
; i the effects happily reverſed. Adam the head of his 
poſterity; CHRIST the head of his people. Adam's 


fin was imputed to all his natural deſcendents; 


CHRIS T's righteouſneſs is imputed to all his ſpiritual 
offspring. Adam's tranſgreſſion brought death into the 


world, and all our wo: CHRIST'”s obedience brings 
life and all our happineſs k. The whole cloſes with this 


very obvious and no leſs weighty inference ;. Therefore, 


as by the offer. ce of one, Fudgment came upon all men to 
| OE condemnation ; 


F By the pains and death which infants, in every nation, en” 
dure: which are unqueſtionably puniſhments, and to which 


they are doomed by the righteous judgment of GOD. 


; | ES) f Rom. v. 14, | 1 SY 
+ Buemadmodum peccatum Adami, ſays Bengelius, ſine peccatis que” 
poſiea commiſimus, mortem attulit nobis; fis juſtitia CHRISTI, ſine” 
bonis operibus, que deinceps a nobis ſiunt, vilam nobis conciliat. That: 
is, As the fin of Adam, without any concurrence of the ſins, 
which we ourſelves reſpeAtively commit, occaſioned our ruin; 


ſo the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, abſtracted from all conſidera- 


tion. of our perſonal obgdience, procures our recovety,, | 


H 3 
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condemnation ; even fo, by the righteouſneſs of one, the ſree 
gift came upon all men unto juſtification of life *. _ 
I do not recolle& any other ſimilitude, which the a- 
poſtle ſo minutely fifts, and fo coproufly unfolds, He 
explains it; he applies it; he reſumes it; he dwells 
npen it; and ſcarcely knows how to deſiſt from it. I 
am ſurc, you will not blame me, if I imitate the ſacred 
a_thor ;z revert to the ſubject; and quote another paſ- 
ſage from the ſame paragraph. Much more ſhall they 
doo receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of rigb- 
lepuſneſt, reign in life by one FESUS CHRIST F.— 
ere, I am ready to think, the inſpired writer puts a 
difference between the two grand bleſſings purchaſed 
by EMMANUEL, remiſſion and righteouſneſs g. 
For who are the perſons which receive abundance of 
grace? They, | apprehend, that, having ſinned much, 
have much forgrren.— Who are the perſons which re- 
ceive abundance of the gift of righteouſneſs ? They that, 
having in their own conduct wronght out none, which 
will bear the teſt of GOD's impartial ſcrutiny, have 
one placed to their :ccount, which the all-ſceing eye 
of heaven approves. However, whether, the diſtinction 
J have:ventured to propoſe, be fanciful or ſubſtantial, 
of this I am perſuaded, that zhe gift of righteouſneſs 3 
e e, FP»: = "oe 
* Rom. » 18 | ee” TT One 
Non tantum peccata fudlata, fed puſtitia preſtita. _ . 
§ I cannot but wonder at the affertion of a late writer, who 
rcundly deelares, © That there js not one word in this whole 
chapter relating % the antceedent obedience of CHRIST's. 
life, but expreſhng only his paſſive obedience.''—Muſt then 
this group of exprcfſions—Iiza1o7ury —01X41964— vFKK0) — 
be confined barely to the ſifferipgs of our LORD? To put fuch 
| a fenſe upon the words of the apoſtle, is, according to my ap- 
| Preheuſion, not to hear his voice, but to gag his mouth; not to 
acquieſce in the ſacred oracles, but to make them ſpeak our 
own mcaning.—Beza, who perhaps is inferior to no critic, 
with regard tv a maſterly ſkill in the Greek language, thus ex- 
5 plains Tyawre ; Truſt ficationis eft meteria, nempe CHRISTT obe 
Gentia ; cujus imputatio nos juſtos facit —Mintert, in his accurate 
and copions lexicun for the Greet Teſtament, gives this inter- 
pretation of Tixaoovrn 3 Opera, CHRISTO a patre Prefcripta hoc 
fo — | | nomine 


it 


Let. . ASPASIO ro THERON. © 19 
muſt ſignify a righteouſaeſs, not nally their own, 
but another's; not what they themſelves have acquired, 
but what was fulfilled by their SURETY ; and 1s, by 


an act of heaventy indulgence, conſigned over to them. 


Accordingiy, it is repreſented, not as a work, but as a 
gift ; and thoſe who are intereſted in it, are ſtyled not 
avorkers but receivers. _ | 7 


I ſhould but faintly copy the apoſtolic example, If I 


Ae wet tion again avail myſelf of this important tapic. 


Suffer me, therefore, to tranſcribe one more verſe from 
this admirable chapter. As by the diſobedience of one 
man, many -vere made ſinners ; ſo, by the obedience of one; 
ſhall many be made righteous *,— The diſobedieace of one, 
is the diſobedience of Adam; his actual tranſgreſſion 
of the divine law; Hereby many were made ſinners ; 
fanners, in ſuch a ſenſe, as to become obnoxious unto 


condemnation and death. All this, I think, is, from 


the apoſtte's own words, indiſputable. And if we 
would preſerve the propriety of his antitheſis, or the 


force of his reaſoning, we muſt allow, that the obedience 


of one is the obedience of CHRIST; his actual and 
complete performance of the whole law. Hereby many 
are made righteous ; righteous in ſuch a ſenſe, as to be 
releaſed from condemnation, and velted with a title to 
hfe eternal. — How clear and eaſy is this meaning! how 
jult and regular this argumentation ! What ſubtilty of 
evalion muſt be uſed, to give a different turn to the in- 
ſtruch ive text ! | EN nes | 

This is the moſt conſiſtent ſenſe in which I can un- 
derftand Rom. viii. 5. That the righteouſneſs of the law 


might be fulfilled in us, who- walk net after the fleſb, but 


| aſter 
nomine veniunt ; nimirum omnia que ab ipſo preſtanda erant, tam ad 
legis divine impletionem, quam ad generis bumani redempiionem : que 
nobis imputala, et per fidem accepia, faciunt ut coram DE? „ae 


mur. — And as for vx«xon, ſutely that cannot, without the ut- 


moſt violence to its native ſignification, be ſo applied to the 
paſſive, as to exclude the active obedience. The contrary notion, 
if an artful diſputant ſhould eſpouſe it, might appear ſomes. 
what plauſible; but 7his has not the leaſt air of prodability.. 
| SD ² Le e 
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after the SPIRIT : That the righteouſneſs required by 

the holy but broken law, might be thoroughly accom- 
pliſhed ; accompliſhed by our public REPRESEN- 
TATIVE, and in our human nature; ſo as to be 
deemed, in point of legal eſtimation, fulfilled for-us and 
us *, This, 1 ſay, is moſt conſiſtent with the tenor 
of St Paul's arguing, and with the exact import of his 
language. Miih the tenor of bis arguing : for he under- 
takes to demonſtrate the S bility of our juſtification, 
by any perſonal conformity to the law. Whereas, if 
we could ſatisfy its penalty, and obey its precepts; or, 
in other words, fulfil its righteouſneſs ; this impoſſibili- 
ty would ceaſe.Milh the exact import of his language ; 
for the original phrafe denotes, not a _/#zzcere, but a com- 
plete obedience ; not what we are enabled to perform, 
but what the lawhas a right + to demand. Which, eve- 
ry one muſt acknowledge, is not fulfilled in any mere 
man, ſince the fall; bat was fulfilled by JESUS 
(CHRIST, for our good, and in our ſtead. —This inter- 
pretation preſerves the ſentences diſtinct, and makes a 
very natural introduction for the following clauſe ; 
where the perſons intereſted in this privilege, are deſerib- 
ed by their fruits, who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
the SPIRIT. implying, that juſtification and ſanctifi- 


cation are, like the ever-correſponding motion of our 


eyes, inſeparable concomitants; and we vainly pretend. | 


to the former, if we continue deſtitute of the latter. 


We 


It is remarked by a judicious critic, and very valuable ex- 

poſitor, that the prepoſition 82 ſumetimes fignifies by or for; and 
is ſo tranſlated, Matth. v. 34, Heb. i. 1. Sec Dr Guyſe's expofiti- 

on of the New Teſtament. 5 | 


+ It may be worth our while to obſerve, that St Paul, 1 
treating on this ſubject, uſes three diſtinct words, all derived 
from the ſame original. — A. xα,-es, which expreſſes juſtification; 
the accounting or declaring a perſon righteous. —A watocyrn, 


which never ſignifies juſtification, but righleouſne/3, either per- 


formed by us, orimputed to us —Aixcu:uu%, the phraſe which 
occurs in this place, and denotes the right or demand of the law; 
as that which is indiſpenſably neceſſary to the juſtification of 
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We have produced poſitive proofs of our doctrine. 
We have heard an apoſtle declaring the aſſured happi · 
neſs, and complete juſtification 8 believers. Let 
us now obſerve the ſame ſagacious judge of men and 
things, diſcovering the danger of thoſe Elf ſuſticiaries, 


92 reject the REDEEMER's righteouſneſs... 


He is filled with the darkeſt apprehenſions, concern · 

ing his bretheren, the Jews: He is impreſſed = 
melancholy preſages, relating to their eternal ſtate“ 
What was the cauſe of this tender ſolicitude? Had they : 


_ caſt off all religion, and given themſelves over to gros 


immoralities? On the contrary, they were worſhippers 
of the true GOD; and had, in their way, not o 485 | 
regard, but a zeal for his honour $.— Wherefore x faq 
does this compaſſionate father in  /rae/ feel the ſame 


trembling uneaſineſs, for his kinſmen according: to the 


fleſh, as 787 felt for the endangered ark ? Himſelf aſ- 
ſigus the reaſon : Becauſe they being ignorant of GOD's 
righteouſneſs, and going about to eftablith their own. righ- 
tesa ſneſo, have not ſubmitted tvemſelves to the righteouſneſs 

o GUD t. Not knowing that immaculate holineſs, 
which the perfect nature, and equally- perfect law of the 
moſt high GOD, require being wilfully ignorant of 
that conſummate obedience, which an incarnate GOD 
vouchſafed to perform, for the juſtification of his peo- 
ple; —they ſedulouſly, but fooliſhly endeavoured, toeſta- 
bliſh their own righteouſneſs ; to make it, ſcanty and 
decrepit as it was, the baſis of their hopes. — Thus were 
they reſting their everlaſting ALL on a bottom, not pre- 
carious only, but irreparally ruinous. A boundleſs e- 


, ternity the fabric! yet they built (wonder O heayens !) 


on the foam of the waters! and (which added ſtub- 
boruneſs to their folly) in avowed contempt of that 
ſtrong and ſure foundation, laid by GOD's own hand 
in Zion. — For this the good apoſtle was afflicted, with 
“great heavineſs and continual ſorrow,” PFor this he 
made the prophet's pathetic complaint his own ; 054 
that * head abere waters, and a Apes a fountain 7 8 

| | | Fs: Fears 
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* Lf a | | N . 
teur that: I might beavail, day and night *, the incor- 
rigible perverſeneſs of my people! For my people have 
rommilted tao evils; in not thankfully ſubmitting to 
the righteouſneſs of GOD, they have forſaken the foun- 
lain of living waters ; in attempting to eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs, they have heaved themſelves out cifterns, 

broken ciſterns, that can hold no water fo _ 
Having ſhewed % ei fatal error, he ſtrengthens his 
repreſentation, by diſplaying the happy ſucceſs of the 
_ Gentiles, — What hall we ſay then? This, however im- 
probable it may ſeem, we confidently affirm, That the 
Gentiles, «who followed not after righteouſneſs, who had 
no knowledge of it, and no concern about it; even they 
have attained to righteouſneſs F.—Strange aſſertion ! 
How is this poſſible !! Doubtleſs, the righteouſneſs 
which they attained, could not be any perſonal righte- 
ouſneſs. Of this they were totally deſtitute. Inſtead 
of practiſing moral virtues, or religious duties, they 
were en in ſenſuality, and abandoned to idola- 
latry, It muſt therefore be the evangelical, the im- 
puted righteouſneſs, even that which was wrought by 
CHRIST, and is received by faith yg EIS 
fael, in the mean time, the nominal J/-ael, who, 
with great pretenſions to ſanctity, and many coſtly ob- 
FT. 1 flatione, 
Les Af 2 n 
I Surely, this muſt ſignify more, than 2 to the pro- 
«« feſſion of a religion, whereby they may be juſtified and ſa- 
ved.“ To this multitudes attain, who continue, as the pro- 
phet ſpeaks, /fout hearted and far from righteouſneſs : who derive 


no real benefit from their profeſſion ; but are rendered utterly: 


 inexeuſable. and liable to more aggravated condemnation. _ 
| $ Snrely the righteouſneſs. which is by faith, cannot conſiſt © in 
„ humbly comm'tting the ſoul to CHRIST, in the way that be 
© hath appointed.” According to this notion, the juſtifying 
righteouſneſs would ſpring from ourſelves ; would be conſtitut- 
ed by an act of our own, and not by the perfect obedience of 
our LORD. e 1 $4.5 18100 
1 am ſorry to fee this, and the preceding interpretation, in 
the works of an expoſitcr, whoſe learning I admire, whoſe piety 
1 reverence, and whoſe memory 1 honour. Yet I muſt fay, ou 
this occaſion, with one of the ancient philoſophers, Amicus Pla- 
to, amicus Sccrates, fed magis amica Veritas. | ER 
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lations, folbbwed after the law of righteouſneſs, hath not 
attained to the law of righteouſneſs. Attained ! They 


4 have done nothing leſs. They are fallen vaſtly ſhort of 
) it; they are pronounced guilty by it; they ſtand con- 
x demned before it *.— Wherefore did they fo groſsly miſ- 
F take, and fo grievouſly miſcarry ? ag, 9 they forſook 
„ the good old way, in which Abraham, David, and their 


oy pious anceſtors walked. They adopted a new ſcheme ;. 
and would fain have ſubſtituted their own, inſtead of 
ie Wr on a 8A VIOUR's righteouſneſs, They ſought 
for juſtification, net b; faith, but as it were by the works © 
be of the law f. A method which their fathers knew 
not; which their GOD ordained not; and which pro- 
ey ved, as it always will prove, not only abortive, but de- 
ſtructive.— At this ſtone they ſtumbled, on this rock 
they ſplit. Let their ruin be a ab- Mar, and the a- 
poltle's obſervation a /ight-houſe to my Theron. E's 
Our zealous writer tries every expedient. He mingles 
hope with terror. Having pointed out the rock on 
which the 1/raelites ſuffered ſhipwreck, he directs us to 
the haven, in which finners may caſt anchor, and find 
ſafery. He gives us a fine deſcriptive view of the Chri/li- 
an's completehappineſs. He opens (if I may continue the 
metaphor) a free and ample port for periſhing fouls ; 
not formed by a neck of land, or a ridge of mountains, 
but by a mapnificent chain of ſpiritual bleſſings. All 
proceeding from, and terminating in, that precious cor- 


ner-ſtone FESUS CHRIST: who of GUD is made 


unto. 


*® This, I apprehend, is the purport of the apoſile's ſpeech, 
when hs tells us, that his countrymen had not attoined unto the 
law of righteouſneſs. He uſes the figure eie, and mrans more 


fying than he expreiſes. Somewhat like the dramatic poet, whe 
—_— ſays of certain literary pretenders, | | 
ice of Qui ſe primos eſſe terum omuium exiſiimant, 


| Nec tamen ſunt. i > 3 
on, in That is, they are quite the re verſe.—Or like the prophet in the 
piety cloſe of this chapter, who ailures the believers in TESUS, They 
y. 4 4 ſpall not le aſhamed that is, they ſhall be excourrged, em! oldened, 
Pla- eftablifhed, | OY | 
| | + Rom. ix. 30, zi, 32. 
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unte ud wiſdom, and. righteouſneſt; and nen ifteation, 
ond redemption ; wiſdom, to enlighten our ignorant 
minds. z. righteouſneſs + to juſtify our guilty. perſoris; 
ſanctifcatianſt, to renew our depraved nat ures rede mp- 
Lian, to reſcue us from all evil; and render us, both in 
body and ſoul, ꝓerfectly and eternally: happy. Let it 
he remarked, how carefully our inſpired writer ſets. a- 
ſide all ſufficiency, as well as all merit in man. He re 
preſents the whole of our ſalvation, both in its pro- 
curement and application, as a work of freeſt grace. 
CHRIST i is, and not we ourſelves, the author of this 
glorious, reſtoration, the cauſe of this great felicity. 
He ir made all this unto us. Hobo? Not by our own 
reſolution, and ſtrength; but of GOD, hy the agency 
of hi. mighty power, and bleſſed. SPIRI Ie, He 
ſheyrs, us the all-ſufficient fulneſs of CHRIST... He 
bripgs us by ardeut. longiugs to CHRIST. He im- 
Plants us into CHRIST, and makes us kun of a 
Seite,, [es 

7 In the proceſs, of the ſame 8 facred p pen⸗ 
man enumerates the conflituent parti of that great, ſal 
ation, which the SON of GOD has procured for ruin 
ed finners. But. Je are waſhed, but ye. are. ſandlified, 
but ye are fuſtified i in the ted win the e JE SUS, 
and 


| TT © FT} * 
. Cor. "BY, © RG 
1 + Righteouſneſs and ſanfAification 5, the 1 1 the lat- 
ter inberent. This preſerves a diſtinction between the noble arti- 
cles, and aſſigus to each a grand ſhare in the economy of ſalva- 


tion. To fay, that, if one of the bleſſings is communicated by. 


way of i imputation, the other ſhouid be cr: mmunicated by way 
of imputation, the other ſhould be communicated in the ſame 
manner, ſeems to be cavilling, rather than arguing; becauſe the 
ſuhjects are of a different nature, and therefore muſt be enjoyed 


in a different way — The cocoa tree is, tothe en tood and 


dlothing, a habitation and domeſtic uren fils. But muſt. we ſup- 
poſe it adminiſtering to all theſe utes in one and the ſame un vay 
| ricd method ? Becauſe in one reſpect 1 It is caten, in another it 
is wore, mult it be thus applied in all? thelieve, theMitenatt 
ſavage, who enjoys the ſeveral giſts, necd n 
abargity of ſuch a ſuppoſition. 


FI 
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and by the SPIRIT of our GOD “*. Ye are waſhed ; 
eleanfed from the filth, and diſcharged from the guilt, 
of all your iniquities. Ye are andi; delivered from 
the death of fin, and endued with a living principle of 


| holineſs. We are juftifed ; reſtored to a ſtate of accep- 


tance with G0, and inveſted with a title to eternal 
glory. AW which ineſtimable prerogatives are confer- 
red upon the true believer, in the name of our LORD 
ESUS CHRIST ; in conſideration of his atonin 
Jood and meritorions righteouſneſs. By the SPIRI 
ef our GOD ; through the efficacy of his 1 re- 
vealing CHRIST, and working faith in the heart. 4 
Some gentlemen have talked of a new remedial law; 


whereas the apoſtle declares, that CHRIST is the end of 


the old; the bnalterable, the Moſaic lan, for righteouſneſs 
Yo every ond Ybat believeth +. — Follow the courſe of a ri- 
ver, it will eonſtantly lead you to the ocean. Trace the 
veins of the body, they invariably unite in the heart. 
Mark likewiſe the tendency of the law, it no leſs con- 
flantly and invariably conducts you to CHRIST, as the 


centre of its views, and the conſummation of its demands, 


The oral law aims at diſcovering our guilt, and de- 


monſtrating our inexpreſſible need of a SAVIOUR.— 
The ceremonial points him out, as ſuffering in our flead, 
making reconciliation for iniquity, and purging away 
every en with his Llood. — They both direct the 
wretched tranfgreſſor, to renounce himſelf, and fly ta 
the. REDEEMER; who alone has paid that perfect 
obedience, and brought in that everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
which the finner wants, and the Jaw hs ; who is, 
therefore, the only proper accompliſhment of the one, 
and the only ſuitable ſupply for the o tber. 
What is the grand defign of the whole ſcriptures ? St 
Paul, diſplaying their ſublime origin, and enumerating 
the gracious purpoſes they are intended to ſerve, writes 
thus: All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of GOD ; and 
is profitable—for doctrine, to declare and eſtabliſh religi- 
ous truth; for repreef, to convince of fin, and to refute 
-  ErrQy, 
1 Cor, vi. 11. 3 Rom. X. 4. 
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„ —ASPASIO to THERON, Let, 


error, —fer correctiun , or renovation of the heart, and 
reformation of the life.z— far inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
in that'riphteouſneſs, which could fever Wand, — learn - 
ed 5. y othes bavky-and in which alone ſinful men 
may appear with comfort before their GOD. - 


7 


We have ſeen the principal ſcope of the Jaw, and the 
jeading 1% en of the 1 let us add one inquiry 
more, What is the chief offce of the 8PEIRIT 2 —If 
all theſe coincide, and uniſormly terminate in the imput- 
ed righteouſneſs of CHRIST, we have a confirmation 
of its reality and excellence, great as man can defire, I 
had almoſt ſaid, great as GOD can impart.— What 
 fays our LORD upon this point? When he, the S Pl. 
RIT of truth is come, he ſhail convince + the world of ih 
of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. Of fin, becauſe. they le- 
 Jieve not on me «of righteouſneſs, beeauſe I go to my Fal- 
THER, and ye fee me no more: of judgment, becauſe the 
prince of thir world js judged . Is it poſſible for-words 
to be more weighty and comprehenſive ? Here is a ſum- 
mary ef Chriſtian faith, and of Cbriſtian hohneſs. Not 
that ſuperficial holineſs, which is patched up of devoti- 
onal forms, and goes no farther than external performan- 
ces; but that which is vital, and ſprings from the 
heart; conſiſts in power, not in mere prufcſſion ; whoſe 
praiſe, if not of men, who are ſmitten with. pompous 
outſides, is ſure to be of GOD, who: diſtinguiſhes the 
things which are excellent. 1 Go 
en 2 ſpall convince the world of fin ; of original and ae- 
tz,tbal fin. The ſin of their nature, as well as the fin of 
their life; the ſin of their beſt deeds, no leſs than of their 
criminal commiſſions, and blameable omiſſions. . Above 
all, of their ſinning againſt the ſovereign, the only reme- 
22 Tim. iii. 16. Tees tv % H t. $4 


F He ſhall convince, ſeems to be tbe moſt proper tranſlation of 
rtr, as it implies the ſure ſucceſs, which attends the ope- 
ration of the divine SPIRIT—Man may reprove, and no convic- 
tion enſue. Whereas that almighty AGENT not only reproves, 
but reproves with power ; ſo as to determine the judgment, aud 
way the affections. e e Tray e ey : 

| + John zvi. 8,9, 10, fr. 4497 
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ly piece of ſacred controver 


Let! ., ASPASIO ro THERON. 99 
dy. by unbelief; —_— they believe nat on me, —He 
ſhall\” convince / righteouſneſt; of the divine RE- 
DEEMER's righteouſneſs, which the foregoing con- 
viction muſt render peculiarly welcome: convince them 

and it was wrought out in behalf of diſobedient and de- 
fective mortals; that it is abſolutely perfect, and ſuffici - 


ent to juſtify even the moſt ungodly. Of all which an 


inconteſtable proof is given, by his reſurreQion from the 
dead, his triumphant aſcenſion into heaven, and ſeſſion 
at the right hand of his FATHER ; 3 Igo to my 
FATHER, and ye fee me no more. He ſhall convince 
of judgment. Thoſe who are humbled under a ſenſe of 
uilt, and juſtified through an imputed righteouſneſs, 
all be taught by happy experience, that the prince gf 
this world is condemned and dethroned in their hearts: 
that their ſouls are reſcued from the tyranny of Satan; 
are made victorious over their corruptions; and reſtor 
— the liberty, the glorious liberty of the children of 
"You wonder, perhaps, that I have nat Arengthened 
my eauſe, by any quotation from the epiſtle to the Galn- 
tiaus. What Ideſign, my dear Theron, is not to accu - 
mulate, but to ſelect arguments. However, that I may 


not diſappoint an expectation ſo reaſonable, I proceed to 


lay before yon a very e from that maſter- 
y.— Only let me jalt ob- 
ſerve, that the epiſtle was written to perſons,,who had 
embraced' Chriſtianity, and profeſſed an affiance in 


CHRIST; but would fain have jeined circumciſion, 
would fain have ſuperadded their own religious duties, to 


the merits of their SAVIOUR, in order to conſtitute, 
at leaſt, ſene part of their juſtifying righteouſneſs. A- 
inſt which error, the vigilant and indefatigable aſſert- 


or of the truth as it is in FESUS, remouſtrates, — We 
Who are Fews by nature, and not ſinners of the Gentiles, 


ee ee * - Enawing 
For, if the work had been imperfect in any degree, our 


-REDEEMER, inftead of taking up his (tated and final reſidenee 


io the regions of glory, muſt have deſcended again into this in- 
ferior world, to complete what was deficient. 
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oo ASPASI0 10 THERON. Let? 5, 
loving that a man it not juſtified by the word of thd Lin 


but by the faith of FESUS CHRIST, even we have be. 
3 in FESUS CHRIST ; that awe 89 77 77 
e faith of CHRIST, and not hy tle un, of the law; 
or ly the works of the law ſhall no heb be uſtiſedis. 
Me, wha are e nature the deſctiidants of Abra. 
yam, aud GOD's peculiar people; have the tables off 
is law, and the ordinances of his worſhip ;' we who, in 
Point of privileges, are greatly ſuperior to the Gentil. 
nations, and have all poſhble advantages for eftabl;ſhing 
(if fuch a thing were practicable) a righteouſneſs of bur 
own; what have we done ?—We have believed on NE. 
SUS CHRIST: we have renounted ourſelves; dif. 
claimed whatever is our own; and depended wholly'oh 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. For what end? That 
by this /f2ith in CHRIST, which receives his righteouſ. MW 
_ nefs; pleads his righteouſneſs 3 and preſents nothing MF: 
but his righteouſneſs before the throne, we might be 75 
_ tified. — What motive has induced us to this practice? 
A firm perſuaſion, that by the works of the law, by fin- 
cere obedience, or perſonal holineſs, 2% an living has | 
been, and no man living can be, juſtified before GD. 
CCC CCC 


Are you tired, Theron? have I fatigued your atten- 
tion, inſtead of convincing your judgment? J will not 
barbvur ſuch a ſuſpicion. It is pleaſing to converſe with 
thofe, who have travelled into foreign countries, and ſeen 
the wanders of creation. We hearken to their narra- 
tives with delight. Every new adventure whets our cu- 
Tiolity, rather than palls our appetite. Muit it not then] 
afford a more ſublime ſatisfaQion to be entertained with 
„Gal. ii. 18, 16. Obſervable, very obſervable is the zeal of 
our apoſtic. in this determined ſtaud àgsinſt the moſt ſpecions, 
and'tietccfhre the moſt davgerous, encrouchments „F crron 
Toeckpiets his a1dent concern for the truth and purity of the 
gotpel, the works of the uw are meununed no Icſs than three 
"times. aud as often ecctided from the affair ot guſiibet tien. 
| - _ The faith «of CHRIST likewite is thrice inculcated, aud ax often 
'afſorred to bie the on method of becoming riglutcous belive 


N 
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% Lin the diſcourſes. of a perſon, who had, not indeed failed 
Ae be. raund the world, but made a jourvey to the 2% he - 
iu ifed | ue & wha had-been adinitted into the paradiſe of GOT), 
* Land heard things of inünite importauce, and unutter able 
„ dige Thie was the privilege of that incomparabee 
Abra. an, (whoſe obſervations, and diſcoveries I have been 
btes of preſenting to my friend. And I promile myſelf, he will | 
rho, in not complain of wearinels, 11 1 entich. my epilile with 
Gentil: one or two more of thoſe glorions truths, 
liſhings 6 hath made HIM to be jin for us, who knew no 
of bur n 3 that we might not be put into a capacity of acquir- 
JE. ing a righteouſneſs. of our own, hut he made the rigb- 
dik. $eo:1ſneſs of GOD..in him. In this text, the double im- 
pIly on ꝓutatign of our ſin to CARIST, and of CHRIS T's righ- 


leppſnels 10 us, is moſt emphatically tavght,, and moſt 


eharmiggly. ieee e eee taught. Tor 
zwe are ſaid, not barely to be righteous, but to be made 
Tighteoulneſs itſelf; and not righteouſneſs only, but 


othine | 
"be ja A. ASQ 1 ; TITS | 
(which js the utmoſt that language, can reach) the righ- | 


act ice? 
by fin- 
mg 


* my 


| teoulneſs of GOD. Mok charmingly contrafted,.. Eur 
one ganngt but ak, la what manner CAR [S* Was ga | 


1 7 _ kad + , 
„ 1a ths wry (ame. dure ws, are, made piphtrouſach 


1 WM CHRIST knew no actual ſin; yet, upon his mediatorizl 
atten- intepoſition on, our behalf, he Was treated, by djving jul- 
vill not! tice, as a ſiaful perſon. We likewiſe are deſtitute of ajl 


Jegal-xighteouſyeſs'; yet, upon our receiving CERT, 

and belieying in his name, we are regarded by the divine 
MAJESTY as righteous, creatures. \This-therefore 
cannot, in either caſe, be, intriz/ical'y 3, but mult be, in 


ſe with 
ad ſeen 


narra- 


RIST, 


of 


ur cu- Fel RIG M Ot, 
't theu both ioſtznecs,) impazatively, —Gracious,' divinely pract= 
ES 6 | uy FA J ]ĩ5?q¾90Üß FhlOmy pag ty 5, oc 26h og | 
d with} our excrange tl pregnaus with amazing goodneſs, and 
the rich with incftimable benefits. The inceilant triumph: 
zeal of ; AV ans Gia e ai 1A; 
ſÞecions, o. . 21. 72 


. | : * ö BY Ri, $ F 0 . 120 . ; ay * FT 3 ig 4 | 
Ferro: + La ſcilcet mirubili permutatione mag nora. in fe recepit, a 
y of the bona ſua no? $\largiretur 5. recepit m:ſer:am, ut largiretar m'/pr:cmt= 
in then,; recepu maledicliaem, ut henediftionts je eampotes no faceret; 
be: ti: n. Lecepi mortem, ut vitam conjerret ; reccep't percatum, ut Juſtuigm 
as often inperliretur. Thus wiites the judicious Lurrettine., e whieh, 
bebe in concutrence with the accurate iſius, | ſuoicribe beth with 
i * I | 7 & r of Beth Bo Fs | 
in hand and heart. | | | | 
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oo ASPASIO' ro THERON. Let 5. 
knoqving that a man is not juſtified by the works of the Ian 
but by the faith of FESUS CHRIST, eben we have be- 
lieodd in SUS CHRIST ; that awe might bt fupifed 
by, the faith of CHRIST, and not ebe woll 'of the las; 
for by the works of the law fhall no fleſh'be Puftified®*. © 

| - : e, who ar ome by nat are the deſcèendants of Abra- 
yam, and GOD's peculiar people; have the tables 6f 

is law, and the ordinances of his worſhip ; we who, in 
point of privileges, are greatly ſuperior to the Gentile 
nations, and have all poſhble advantages for eſtabliſhing 

(if ſuch a thing were practicable) a righteouſneſs of dur 
own; what have we done ?—Te have believed on E. 
SUS CHRIST: we have renounted ourſelves; dif- 

claimed whatever is our own 3 and depended wholly on 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. For what end? That 
by this faith in CHRIST, which receives his righteouf- 
neſs; pleads his righteouſneſs 3 and preſents nothin: 

but his Ader before the throne, ave might be 0 

tified. — What motive has induced us to this practice? 

A firm perſuaſion, that by e works of the law, by fin- 

cere obedience, or perſonal holineſs, n man living has 
been, and no man living can be, juſtified before GD. 
„ 4 | [LEE ods I FENG EDS 


Are you tired, Theron ? have I fatigued your atten- 

tion, inftead of convincing your judgment? J will not 

| harbour ſuch a ſuſpicion, It is pleaſing to converſe with 

_ thofe, who have travelled into foreign countries, and ſeen 

the wanders of creation. We hearken to their narra- 

tives with delight. Every new adventure whets our eu- 

rioſity, rather than palls our appetite. Muit it not then 
afford a more ſublime ſatisfa&ion to be entertained * i 
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Gal. ii. 15, 16. Obſervable, very obſervable is the zeal of 
our apoſtie. in this determined ſtaud ageinft the moſt ſpecions, 
and 'ti.efcfhre the moſt davgerous, encrogchments FH crror* 
To exprets his andert concern for the truth and purity ot the 
goſpel, the works of the faw ave mentioned no Icſs than three 

"times. aud as oiten exchided from the affair of juſtibetimm.. 
"Tho faith of CHRIST likewite is thrice inculcated, and ax often 
afſorra to te rbe oy method oi becoming riglitcous belwe 
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AN 


the, diſcourſes. of a perfon, who had, not indeed failed 
rgund the world, but made a journey..to_ the ?/hird be 
wer 2. who bad been adinitted into the rde of GOD, 
and lieard.things of infinite importance, and unutterable 
dignity?—Thys was. the privilege of that incomparable 
man, whoſe obſervations, and diſcoyzries I have been 


| preſenting to my friend. And I promiſe myſelf, he will ; 

not complain, of wearinzſs, if J entich my epiltle with a 
3 One or two more of thoſe glorions truths, 4 ha i 
i 6 hath made HIM to be jin for us, who knew ne : 
7 fin ; that we might not be put into a capacity of acquir- | 


| ing a. righteouſneſs. of our own, hut he made the righ- 
5 teo;ifneſe of GOD. in bim *. In this text, the double im- 
| Pptation, vt our ſin to CHRIST, and of CHRIST's righ- 
: eppinef3.19 us, is molt emphatically taught, and moſt - 
i charmingly, contraſted, — Molt emphatically taught. Far 
we are ſaid, not barely to be righteous, but to be made 
tigbteouſneſs itlelf; and not righteouſneſs only, but 
«(which js the utmolt that language, ean reach) the righ- 
. | teoulneſs of GOD. — Mol charmingly contro ed). 1 


np WH 


s | de Gone hot ae a what manner CHRIST. mac 
: fin? In the, ver) {ame manner we are made ri rhteon gely. 


CHRIST knew no actual ſin; yet, upon his mediatorisl 
g interpolition op our behalf, he was treated, by djving jul- 
t tice, as a hoful perſon. We likewiſe are. eſtitute of all 
h Yegal yighteouſpeſs 3 yet, upon our receiving CHRIST, . 
* and believing in his name, we are regarded by the divine 
5 MAJESTY as, righteous creatures, /This...therefore | 
1. cannot, in, either caſe, be intrigſicaly; but muſt be, in 
4 both inſtances, /mpatatively, —Gracious,' divine 7 graci- 


ous exchange +! pregnaut with amazing goodueſs, and 
rich with ineſtimable benefits. The inceſſant triumph: 
| . * 
of | 


N dd er Ani). 
15 FL EY | TIBET LANE EH Ee ua 
* + V ſcilicet mirabili permutatione malg nora, in ſe recepit, 1 
he bona ſua ncò s largiretur, recepit ſer am, ut largiretar mer: cant 
e am, recepu male dicliaem, ut hene dictionts ſite eampotes n faceres ; 
n. 


recepi mortem, ut vitam conjerret ; reccep't pertatum, ut juſtitigm 
imperliretur. Thus writes the judicious Lurrettine., le which, © 
-.1n.concurrence with the accurate iiſius, 1 ſuoicribe buth with 
hand and heart. | 2 ee ene 
Sa * 


en 
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"46% 48 AS10 ro THERON. Lets g. 


k the  flrorg, the — confoluien 855 the weak ; be». 
ver ! 

Ceaſe your exolineion;! cries one, 2nd come od fem 
your altitudes, The term uſed in this verſe denotes, 
not ſo properly /in, as an offering for fin, — This is \n 


mere ſuppoſal, which I may as reaſonably deny, as ano- 


ther affirm. '- Since the word occurs, much more free 
quently in the former fignification. than in the datter; 


and fince, by giving it the latter ſignification i in the paf- 


ſage before us, we very much impair, if not totally de- 


| troy, the apoſtle's beautiful antitheſir © 


However not to contend but to allow the renal 3 


I borrow my reply from a brave old champion * for the 
truths of the oſpel: : % This text,“ ſays he, “ invinci- 
. Dry Piet, 


that we are not juſtified in GO D's fight 
« by righteouſneſs inherent in us, but by the righteouſ. 
« neſs of CHRIST imputed to ns throvgh faith.“ Af- 


ter which he add, what I make my anfwer to the ob- 
jection; © That CHRIST was made fin for us, becauſe 

„he was a ſacrifice for ſin, we confels : but therefore 
% was he a ſacrifice for ſin, becauſe our ſin was imputed 


* to him, and puniſhed in him.” The poor delinquents 


dͥͤnder the Moſaic diſpenſation, who brought their ſin- 


offering to the altar of the LORD, were directed to 
lay their hand on the devoted beatt ; ſignifying, by this 
uſage, the transferring of guilt from the offerer to the 


facrifice. Conformably to the import of this ceremony, 


CHRIST affumed our demerit ; like a true piacular 


_ victim; ſuſfered the puniſhment, which we had deſerved; 
and which, without fuch a commutation, we muſt have 


7 undergone. So that our LORD ng made a lin- 


offering 


» See Dr Fu't's annotation on the Ray in that valuabic 
piece of ancient controverſy and eritieiſin, The eæan inat en of the 


 Rhemiſh Teſtament Which though not altogether ſo elegant and 
refined in the language. nur fo delicate and genteei in the man- 


ner, as might be wiſhed; is nevertheleſs full of ſound divinity, 


we 'ghty arguments, and importaut obſeryations.—Would the 
young ſtudent be taught to diſcover the very ſine us of Popery, 


and be enabled. to give an eſſectual blow to that complication 


of erxors, I ſcatce know a tieatiſe better calculated for the Pur» 
Hole. | 


8. Bet. 5, ASPASIO ro THERON., 103 
d · affering for us, does by no means invalidate, but very 


much confirm our doctrine. It neceſſarily implies the 


mM tranſlation of our iniquity ta his perſon ; aud, on the 
es, . principles of. yy muſt inter the 1mputation of * 
2 e to our fouls. | 

o- i One paſſage more permit me to trapſcribe into my 
* paper; and, at the ſame time, to wiſh, that it may. be 
r; written on both bur hearts; written, not with ink and 
af- pen, no, nor with the point of a diamond, but with the 
le- finger of the living GOD. Tea, doubtleſs, and I count 

5 all things but 7 for the excellency of the knowledge of 
k 3 CHRIST FESUS my LORD ; for whom I have ſuſfer- 
he ed the E of of all A ; and do count them but dung, that 
Che I may win CHRIST, and be found i in hint; not having 
bt mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which 
if. is through the faith of CHRIST, the righteouſneſs which 
f- ir of GOD threugh faith *. 8 
b- Be pleaſed to.wobſerve, chact in this confeſſion of faith, | 
iſe gi with reference to the caſe of juſtification, the apoſtle | 
re renounces all thoſe acts of ſuppoſed righteouſneſs, which 
ed were antecedent to his con verſion.— Nor does he repudi- 
its ate them only, but all thoſe more excellent ſervices, by 
in- which he was ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, even aj7er his 
to attachment to CHRIST, and engagement in the Chriſti- 
nis an miniſtry. As though he ſhould ſay,—“ The privi- 
he lege of being a Hebrew by birth; the prerogative of 
y, being a Phariſee by profeſſion; together with a be» 
ar % haviour exemplary, and a reputation unblameable; 
d; * alltheſe, which were once reckoned my higheſt gain, 
ve as ſoon as I became acquainted with the glorious per- 
inn * « fections of CHRIST, I counted + loſs for him. And 
ng go, though I have been a diſciple many years; ha ve 
bie % walked in all holy converſation and godlineſs; have 
a « endured, for my divine MASTER's name, tribulati- 
wig | & ons above meaſure ; have laboured more abundantly, 
ty. and, more Facceſsfully than all the apoſtles ; yet even 
he 7 25 9 and ball other attainments, of what kind or of 
1 Lb | FI | 40 hat 


$15! TE 264 To's PTY) 1 a, 
1 Phil. iii. 8, 9. 


1 UH is, | 1 beaver counted. 


1e A870 ro THERQN, Tet. 5 


de what date ſocver, IL count * but loſs, or th e tranſcen 


14 dent 2 of CHRIST FESUS m LORD. 

« Yea doabtleſs ; it is my Jetta au Med re ſo⸗ 
« lution ; what I have moſt ſeriouſly adopted, and do 
4 pabli. 15 avow, that, ſpecious as all thefe- acquiret 

ments may ſeem, and valuable as they” may be in os 

1 ther reſpects, I reckon them "but dun, that'l may 

e wig CHRIST þ. They fade into nothing, | they 

« qwindle into A than noting, if ſet f in competition | 

i with his matchleſs obedience ; and were they to fu, | 
6 pericde my application to his merits, or weaken my ] 

6: reliance on his wediation, they would be, not con- 4 

4 tem juible oly, but i any! zrious, —irreparally injurſots, 
6 {x at elf,” \ Pan 1 

ls es will a" If he rejects ali his own vighteouficls, - 

on what ; are his hop es fixed On a forndaticn, "extent [ 

a 0 as the 9 of the REDEEME ?R's life and t 

| ath, wnſhaten as the dignity of his eternal ower and { 

| GO0DIHEA D. q 
| * Htg. relates to the preſent Nas and \comprehends 


: * * 


5 
teſent attaianmeuts, T do co41,—Not ſome, ot the greateſt part, e 
Hit 4% th 455 — Nhat? Is a couife of ſob: iet ty, anch the exercile 2 

f erality 70 bereckoned as dung ?, /, tmgs, ys. the apgle 1 

e. Wfa? l our miſt elevated devotion, and enlarged ohe- hy 

dięnce, to be. gr. added at this monſtrous rate! 15 an {bings, fays 2 


the apoſtle. I bis is his 10 v5 a1iable repty. And we erg venture a 
10 affirm that ke had the mind of CHRIST. | | * 
ry 5 Perbap: 4 gtvourye my be tranſlated, but FRAY As: if d 
ne had aid, „ But why ſhould Þ mention any more partieu- 10 
lars? In truth, count @// things, &c K J 
99 Þ AK er- To egg -= Xetzov 0b — 
plaiuy imp! this wemps rali ve or relative ſeuſe. Virtues, which 4 
are the iris of the SPIRI F, and labours, which are A blefling: ri 
to mankind, mult not be reckoned atſ5)tcly, or in all reipe&s 0 
deſpichble: but only in a limited and qualified aceeptation: a 
Neale not in themſelves, hut as compared with the di- re 
vincly-perfect righteouſneſs of CHRIST, or as icferred to the 
infimtely-importi.at article of jullitication, by 
hat Aſpaſio, in this whole paragraph, ſpeaks the ſenſe of | 
our church, will appear from the following extra: —* The fr 
„ anoſtte St Haul faith. He doth glory in, in What? in the con- fe 


# tempt of his own righteonſaeſs ; aud that he looketh for the tf 
915 eiche ©: of GOD by fagth. | 
by | Homily of ſalvation part II. 1 #5 


. 
* Wy 
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3 the great importance of this Aileen, how . 
earneſtly he inſilled ypon it as a preacher, how much it 


tended to his conſolation as a Chriſtian, he repeats the 

ſentiment, he reinculcates the doctrine, the righteouſneſs 

which is of, GOD vv faith. © 

Will you now, Theron, or ſhall 1, poor unprofitgble 
ercatures,. preſume to, rely on any +, poor vapy or an 

accompliſhments of our own ? When that Aue 

faint, a perfect prodigy of gifts, of graces, and of zea 


—indefatigable i in laboure, unconquerable by affliftions, 


and of whole a is neither meaſure nor end; 


— when he denies him ſelf in every view; depreciates all; 
mention of nothing, but the Or 


diſavows all; and ma 


incomparable 1 cen 


his obedient dyi ing interced- 
SAVIOUR. 


> a 
©. 


What ſhall I ſay nds Shall k attempt to play the 
rhetorician, and borrow the inſinuating arts of perſuafi- 


on? This, after all the cogent teſtimonies produced and 
all. the great authorities urged, would be a needleſs pa- 


rade. When our pen ia a ſunbeam, there i is bat little 
occaſion to dip it in oil. * 


Inttead of ſuch an attempt, give me leave to make a 


. and honeſt confeſſion. I would conceal nothin 


from my friend. He ſhould have a ſaſh to my breaſt; 
'throw'it up at his pleaſure; and lee all that paſſes with- 
ian Though 1 never had any temptation to that perni · 


Cious 


r r 
— 2 © $a 
2 
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eious ſet of errors, which paſſes under the character of 


| Bocinianiſm ; yet J had many ſearchings of heart, and 
much ſolicitous inquiry, how far we are indebted to 
CHRIST”: active righteouſneſs. Thoroughly perſuad- 
ed, that other foundation can no man lay, ſave that which 
is laid, eren FESUS CHRIST “* and that there is ne 
ather name given under heaven, whereby men can be ſa- 
ved f; yet, whether we were not to confine our believing 
regards to a dying SAVIOUR, was matter of conſidera - 
dle doubt. — At firſt, I was inclined to acquieſce in the 
_ affirmative, After long conſideration and many pray- 
ers, my faith tixed upon the whole of CHRIST's media- 
torial undertaking : which began in his ſpontaneous 
fubmiſſlon to the law; was carried on through all his 
meritorious life ; and iſſued in his atoning death. — This 
is now the baſis of my confidence, and the bulwark of 
my happineſs. Hither I fly ; here I reſt ; as the dove, 
after her wearineſs and ſruitleſs rovings, returned to 
© Noah; and refteT iber... 8 
This ſcheme firſt recommended itſelf to my afedtions ; 
as making the moſt ample proviſion for the ſecurity and 
repoſe of a guilty conſcience ; which, when alarmed b 
the accuſations of ſin, is very apprehenſive of its condi- 
tion; and will not be comforted, till every ſeruple is fa» 
tis fied, and all the ebſ{trucions to its peace are removed. 
Thus I reaſoned with myſelf: ** Tho? there is, un- 
„ doubtedly, ſomething to be ſaid-for the other ſide of 
« the queſtion ; yet this is evidently the ſafeſt method, 
And, in an affair of infinite conſequence, who would 
% not prefer the ſafeſt expedient ? — Should the righ- 


« teouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST be indiſpenſubly re- 


er quiſſte, as a wedding-garment ; what will zhey do, 


„ when the great immortal KING appears, who have 


« refuſed to accept it? Whereas, ſhould it not prove 


% abſolutely neceſſary, yet ſuch a dependence can never 
“ obſtruct our falvation. It can never be charged upon 
t as an article of contumacy or perverſeneſs, that we 
* thought tee meanly of our own, too magnificently\ af 


our 


®* Cor. iii. 11. I AQs iv. 12. 


me ®@ ww Wt % a © a: a. 
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« our LORD's obedience. So that let the die turn ei- 
% ther way, we are expoſed to no bazard.— This ſcheme 
u takes in all that the other ſyſtems comprehend, and 

« abundantly more. In this I find no defect, no flaw, 
« no ſhadow of inſufficiency. It is ſomewhat like the 
© perfect cube; which, wherever it may be thrown, or 
« however it may fall, is ſure to ſettle upon its baſe, — 
« Suppoling, therefore, the important beam ſhould 
„ hang in equilibrio, with reſpe& to argument; theſe 
« circumſtances, calt into the ſcale, may very juftly be 
« allowed to turn the balance.“ Sn; Abe e 


Upon a more attentive examination of the ſubject, I 
perceived, —that this is the doctrine of our national 
church; is enforced by the atteſtation of onr ableſt di- 
vines; and has been, in all ages, the conſolation of the 
moſt eminent ſaints :—That it is the genuine ſenſe of 
ſcripture ; and not ſome inferior or ſubordinate point, 
incidentally touched upon by the inſpired writers, but 
the ſum and ſubſtance * of their heavenly meſſage ; that 
which conſtitutes the vitals of their ſyſtem, and is the ve- 
ry ſoul of their religion. On which account the whole 
goſpel is denominated from it, and ſtyled the miniſtrati- 
cn of I SL APR was farther convinced, that this 
way of ſalvation magnifies, beyond compare, the divine 
law; is no leſs honourable to all the divine attributes; 
and exhibits the ever-bleſſed MEDIATOR in the moſt 
illuſtrious and the moſt delightful view :—All theſe 
conſiderations, under the influence of the eternal 8PI- 
RIT, have determined my judgment, and eſtabliſhed my 

faith. So that I truſt, neither the ſubtilties of wit, nor 

This d:trine runs through St Paul's writings, like a gol- - 
den warp? While privileges, bleſſings, and evangelical dutics 
are like a woof (if I may allude to the ornaments of the ſandtu- 
ary) of blue, of purple, of ſcarlet, and indecd of every pleaiant 
colour. The righteouſneſs of GOD, Rom. i. 17.—The righteouſreſs 
from .G9D, Phil. it. ner by faith, Rm. iii. 22.— 
Righteouſneſs of faith, Rom. iv. 11 —Rightes:ſneſs without the law, 

om. iii. 21 .—Righteouſusſs without works, Rom. iv. 6.—Righ- 
4 0 in the blood of: CHRIST, Rom. v. 9. — Rig hteouſueſi by the 

obedience of CHRIST, Rom. v. 10.— Righteorfuefs not our own, Phil. 


in. '9,—Rigbtcouſueſs imputed ty GOD, Rom. iv. 6, 10, 23. 


— — 
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the ſneers of ridicule, nor any other artifice, ſhall ever be 
able to ſeparate me from the * and righteouſneſs 
which are in FESUS CHRIST. e 


Let me now, by way of concluſion, review that awful 


ſubject which introduced the letter. Let me ſuppoſe 
the JUDGE, who #r af the dior, actually come; the 
preat and terrible day, which is haſting forward *, real- 


y commenced. — Hark! the trumpet ſounds the univer- 
ſal ſummons. The living are ſtruck with a death like 


” 


aſtoniſhment ; the dead ſtart from their ſilent abodes. — 
See! the whole earth takes fire; the ſun is turned into 


darkneſs ; and the ſtars fall from their ſpheres. — Be- 
hold! the LORD JESUS comes with myriads of his 
angels. The judgment is ſet, and the books are opened. 

Obſerve thoſe exemplary Chriftians, whoſe ſentiments 


| T have been collecting. They renounce themſelves, and 


rely on their glorious SURETY. Methinks I hear 


them fay, each as they quit their beds of duſt ; 7 will go 
forth from the grave in thy ſirength, O bleſſed ESIS; 


and, at the deciſive tribunal, ill make mention of thy 
righteouſneſs only, — At the fame time, will you, Theron, 


or ſhall I, ſtand forth and declare, — before the innume- 
rable multitude of anxious {inners and adoring ſeraphs, 


— Let thoſe pufilanimous creatures fly for refuge to 
e their SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs. We will confide 
in works, in accompliſhments of our own. We are 


The "ſacred wiiters, I obſerve, often remind their readers 
_ of this grand event; often diſplay this delightful dreadful ſcene, 
—Their manner of ſpeaking ſhews, hat they themſelves lived 
under the habitual and joyful expectation of it; as perſons, 
who were look ng for, and baſting to, the com:ug of the day of G9D, 
— They repref-ui it, not only as ſure, but near; yea, very near, 
and upon the point to take place. The LORD ts at hand. The 
FUDGE :s at the door. Yet a little while, aud HE that ſpall come, 


will come, and will nottarry.—The laſt paſſage is the moſt ſpirited 
and emphitical of them all; but has loſt much of its emphaſis, N 


by the Eugliſt verſion. It is in the original Aix 0r0v enoy, 


A beautiful p/conaſm 5 by. which the Septuagint, though too of- | 


ten inaccurate in travuſl-iing the prophet'c text, have very hap» 


pily ex preſſed Iſaiab's n © y22 which may. I think, be ren- | 


. 


deied in our language, ye? 4 very, very liitle while, Reb x. 37 
I. xxxvi. 20. | FE : N 


5 Let. 6. 


« the men, who have perſonally kept ie divine law; and 
„ want ho /upps/ititious obedience from another. Let 
the eye that glances through immenſity, and pene- 


the ſatisfaction, but my friend's company * 
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«© trates the receſſes of the heart; let that holy and 
omniſcient eye, examine our temper, and fift our con- 


, duct. We are bold to riſk our ſouls, and all their im- 


«© mortal intereſts, on the ifſve of ſuch a ſcrutiny.” + 
Perhaps, your mind is impreſſed with this n, 


ſcen 605 and your thoughts recoil at ſuch daring preſumpti- 


on. If fo, It will be proper for me to withdraw, and 

leave you to your own meditations. At ſuch momente 

to obtrude on your company, would render me the trou- 

bicſome and officious, rather than | 

L965 The refpefiful and affectionate, - 8 
3 5 Avrand.” 


LETTER VI. 


une fo Arie 


Dear Ar» 6640, | _— 9} 
HE laſt evening was one of the fineſt Lever WING 
According to my cuſtom, I made an excurſion in- 
to the open fields; and wanted nothing fo complete 
1 could 
not but obſerve, how much your improving exiveriaties 
heightened the charms of nature. When religion ap- 


' plied philoſophy, every thing was in/trudive, as well ab 


pleaſing. Not a breeze ſwept over the plains, to clear 
the ſky, and cool the air, but it tended alſo to diſperſe 
our doubts, and enliven our faith in the ſupreme all ſuf« 


_ ficient GOOD. -- Not a cloud tinged the firmament 


with radiant colours, or amuſed the fight with romantic 


1 ſhapes, but we beheld a picture of the preſent world of 


its fading acquiſitions and fantaſtic joys in the mimie 
forms and the tranſitory ſcene.— Even the weakeſt: of 


me inlet tribe, that fkim the air in ſportive filence, ad- 
£2: _— reſled 
„ TN 2 quod abes excepto, catera læſus. | 


treſſed us with che ſtrongeſt incitements, and gave us 
the loudeſt calls, to be active in our day, and uſeful in 
our generation. They cried, at leaſt when you lent 
them your tongue, . e 
Such is vain life, an idle flight of days, 
A ſtill deluſive round of ſickly joys, ---. 
A ſcene of little cares, and triflingpaſſions, 
1f not ennobled by the deeds of virtue. | 


How often, at the approach of ſober eve, have we 
| ffole along the cloyſters of a ſequeſtered bower ; atten- 


tive to the tale of ſome querelous current, that ſeemed to 
be ſtruck with horror at the awful gloom; and com- 


| plained with heavier murmurs, as it paſſed under the 
blackening ſhades, and along the root-obſtrutted chan- 
ne! —0r elſe, far from the babbhng brook, and ſoftly 
treading the graſſy path, we liſtened to the 27/tingale's 


ſong ; while every gale held its breath, and all the 
leaves forbore their motion, that they might neither. 


drown nor interrupt the melodious wo, From both 


which penſive ſtrains, you endeavoured to temper and 


chaſtiſe the exuberant gaiety of my ſpirits. You con- 
vinced me, that true joy is a ſerious thing“; is the child 


of ſedate thought, not the ſpawn of intemperate mirth; 
nurſcd, not by the ſallies of diſſolute merriment, but by 


the exerciſe of ſerene contemplation. 8 

Sometimes, at the gladſome return of morn, we have 
aſcended an airy eminence; and hailed the new-born 
day; and followed, with our delighted eye, the mazes 
of ſome glittering ftream.— Here ruſhing, with impetu- 


ous fury, from the mountain's fide z foaming over the 


rifted rocks, and roaring down the craggy ſteep; impa- 
tient as it were, to get free from ſuch rugged paths, and 
mingle with the beauties of the lower vale.— There 


ſlackening its headlong career, and ſmoothing its eddies 


into. an even flow. While, deep emboſomed in the ver- 
dant mead, it pl/ides through the cheriſhed and ſmiling 
herbage. Sometimes loſt amidſt cloſing willows; ſome- 
. | | 5 | „ times 

* Res ſe vera eft verum gaudium. SEN, = 
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times emerging wich freſh beauty from the leafy covert; 
always roving with an air of amorous complacency, as 
though it would careſs the fringed banks and flowery 

lebe. Reminded, by this watery monitor, of that con- 
itancy and vigour, with which the affections ſhould move 
towards the great centre of happinels, CHRIST FE- 


SUS; —of that determined ardour, with which we 


ſhould break through the entanglements of temptation, | 
and obſtacles of the world, in order to reach our ever- 


nog reſt ;—and of the mighty difference between the 


turbulent, the frothy, the precipitate gratifications of 


vice, and the calm, the ſubſtantial, the permanent de- 


lights of religion. 


— 


Or elſe, with eager view, we have ſurveyed the exten- 
ſive proſpect and wandered over all the magnificence of 
things ; an endleſs variety of graceful] objects, and de- 


| lightful ſcenes ! each ſoliciting our chief regard; every 


one worthy ef our whole attention; all conſpiring to 
touch the heart with a mingled tran{port of wonder, of 


_ gratitude, and of joy.—So that we have returned from 
our rural expedition, not as the fpendthri/t from the 


gaming-table, curſing his ſtars, aud raving at his ill 
luck ; gulled of his money, and the derided dupe of 

ſharpers ; not as the /ibertine from the houſe of wanton -'_ 
neſs *, ſurfeited with the rank debauch, dogged by 
3% TR aaa . I as 
Foo mon, in order to deter unwary youth from thoſe ſinks of 
uncleanneſs, represents the harlot under the character of a peſ— 
tilent hag, or b:leful ſorcereſs. Her feet go down to death, Prov. 
v. 5. Her houſe is the high road to hell, Prov. vii. 27. yea, her 
gueſt are in the depths of hell, Pr v. ix. 18, —The ſecond clauſe 
eems to be «nphaticzl. | he original expreſſion is in the plu- 
ral number 573. I chuſe therefore to render it not imply the 


tod, but more largely the high read: from which many other 


ways of guilt branch out, in which mavy other paths of ruin 


coincide. There Murder is often known to drench her dagger 
in blocd; and Rubbery forms the raſh refulve, which ends in 
_ the 1ignominicus halter, There Intemperance daily brews the 


bowl, which enervates the conſtitution, aud transſmms the 
man into a beaſt, While Diſeaſe, pile cadaverous noifome diſ- 
eaſe, anticipates the putrefaction of the grave, and cavfes the- 
wretched martyrs of vice to rot even above g oand. - eil may 


| every 
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fhame, goaded by remorſe, with a thouſand recent poi- 
ſons tingling in his veins. But we returned, as ſhips of 
commerce from the continent, or the ſpicy iſlands, 
with new acccſlions of ſublime improvement, and ſolid 
pleafire : with a deeper veneraiion for the almighty 


CREATOR; with a warmer ſenſe of his unſpeakable 


_ favours; and with a more inflamed defire, © to know 


% him now by faith, and after this life to have the ſrui- 


* tion of his glorious GODHEAD.” 0 : 


Sometimes, with an agreeable relaxation, we have 
transterred our cares, from the welfare oi the nation, to 
the flouriſhing of the farm; and, inſtead of enacting re- 
gulations for the civil community, we have planned 
ichemes for the cultivation of our ground, au'] the pro- 


ſperity of our cattle. —Inſtead of attending to the courſe - 


of fleets, and the deftination of armies, we have directed 


the plough, where to rend the graſſy turf ; or taught the 
honey ſuckle to wind round the arbour, and the jeſſamine 


to climb upon the wall. Inſtead of interpoſing our 


friendly offices, to reconcile contending king/oms; we 


have formed a treaty of coalition, between the ranger 
eyon, and the adopting tree; and, by the remarkable 
melioration of the enſuing fruit, demonſtrated (would 


_ contending empires regard the precedent) what advan- 
tages flow from pacific meaſures, and an amicadle unt- 


on. — Initcad of unravelling the labyruiths of ſtate, and 
tracing the ſineſſes of foreign courts; we have made our- 
felves acquainted with the politics of nature, and obſerv- 
ed, how wonderfully, how mytteriouſly that great pro— 
jectreſs ats.—In this place ſhe rears a vaſt trunk, and 
unfolds a muitiplicity of branches, from on- ſmall berry. 


She qualifies, by her amazing operations, a few con- 
temptible acorns, that were formerly carried in a child's. 
lap, to bear the Briti/h thunder round the globe, and 


eure to our iſland the ſovereignty of the ocean. In 


another 


every one, who loves life, and would fain ſee good days, cry 
out with a mixture of detcflation and dread, ** O my toul, 
* come net thou into their horrid haunts | | 


Di meliora pꝛis, crroremgue hoſtibus iltum ! ViRe. 


© xt " a, 
* M e F , 
* 
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Sabie place, ſhe produces "His a bs y grain, firſt the 


green blade ; then the turgii ear ;. afterwards the full- 


grown and ripened corn in the ear "i repaying, with 
8 

exact punQuality, aud with lavith uſury, the huſband— 
man's toil and the huüuſbandmaun's loan; ; cauting, by a 
moſt ſurpriſing returrection, the death of one ſced, to be 
fruitful in the birth of hundreds. 


But I forget your caution, 4/pajro ; forget how kind- 


ly you have "checked me, when J have been | naranguing 


upon, | know not what, powers and works of n ature. 
Whercas it is GOD who vor #cth he rte : who to 
this day exerts, and to the end of time will exert, that 
ſeerct but unremitted energy, which is the life of this 
majeſtic ſyſtem, and the cavie of all its ſtupendous ope- 
rations.— Let this ſhew you, how much 1 want my 


guide, my philo opher, and friend. Without his 


prompting aid, my genius 18 dull; my reflections are 


awkward; and my religions improvements Jcjune 3 


{omewhat like the bungling imitations of the tool, com- 


pared with the 2afterly effefts of vegetation. — However, 


] wil] procced ; yet not from any view of informing my 

Aſpajio. but only to draw a bill upon his pen; aud lay 
him under an obligation to enrich me with another letter, 
en the grand. and excellent lubje& of his laſt, 


Art is dim- ſighted in her plans, and defcQive even in 
her moit elaborate eſſays. Put Nature, or rather na- 


ture's ſublime AUTHOR, is indeed a deſigner, and a 


worlman that need not be aſhamed ?. His eye ſtrikes 


out ten thouſand elegant models, and his touch executes - 
all with inimitable perfection. What an admirable ſpe- 
cimen is here, of the divine il}, and of the divine good- 


neis! This terraqueous globe is intended, not only for a 
place of habitation, but for a ſtorehouſe of conveniencies. 


If we examine the ſeveral apart: ments of our great a- 


bode; if we take a general inventory of our common 
| N z we ſnall find the utmoſt reaſon to be charmed 


with 


Mark Iv. 28. + John v. 17. +, Tim. i. 18. 
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with the diſplays, both of nice economy, and of bouyd- 
leſs profuſion. 


Obſerve the /ur/ace of this univerſal meſſage, The 


ground, coarle as it may ſcem, and trodden 'by every 


foot, is nevertheleſs the /aboratyry, where the mult ex- 
quilite operations are performed; the /hep, if I may ſo 


ſpeok, where the fineſt. manufactures are wroupht. 
"Thouph a multitude of generations have always been 
accomrodated, and though a multitude of nations are 
daily ſupplied by its liheralities; it ſtill continues inex— 
hauſted; is a reſource that never fails ; 3 a magazine ne- 
ver to be drained, 

"The unevenneſs of the ground, far from bil o ble- 
miſt or a defect, heightens its beauty, and augme* '8 its 
uſefulneſs. Here it is ſcooped into deep and ſheltered 
vales, almolt conſtamly covered with a ſpontancdus 
growth of verdure: which, all tender and ſucculent, 
_ compoſes an eaſy couch, and yields the molt agreeable 
_ fodder for the various tribes of catt!e.—There it is ex- 


tended into a wide, open, champaign country; which, 


annually repleniſned with the huüuſbandman's ſeed, ſhoots 


into ©» copious harveſt: A harvelt, not only of that prin- 
_ Cidal avheat, which is the ftaff of our life, and ſtrength- 


ens our heart; but of the appointed barely * „and various 
other forts of grain, which yield an excellent food for 


eur animals; and either enable them to diſpatch our 


A Erudge ry, or elſe fatten their fleth tor our tables. 
The furrowe, obedient to the will of man, vary their 


produce +, They bring forth a crop of tall, exile, ſlen- 


der plants : whoſe thin filmy coat, dried, attenuated, 


and ſkilfully mannfactured, transforms itſelf into ſome 
of the moſt neceſſary accommodations of life, and gen- 


tecleſt cnbe/li/Sments of ſociety. —It is wove into ample | 


 tolumes of cloth ; ; which, fixed to the malt, give wings 
OY to 


5 If. zivil. 25. 


80 One may venture to ſy of the earth, with "_— to its ver 
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to our ſhips „ and waſt them to the extremities of the o- 


ecan, It is twiſted into val lengths of cordape, which 


add nerves to the crane, aud lend finews to the pulley 

or elſe, aJherjng to the auchor, they fulten the veſlel even 
on the futtuating clement, and ſecures its lation even 
amid driving tempeſts. — It furniſhes the ducheſs with 
her collly head-drefs, and delicately-fine rufles. No leſs 
ſtrong than neat, it ſupplics the ploughman with his 
courſe frock, and the ſailor with his clumſy-trowfers. 
Its Gbrcs, artfully ranged Ly the operations of the loom, 


cover our tables with a Trac ful elegance, and ſurround 


our bodies with a che riſting warmth. On this the pain- 


ter ſpreads the colours, whieh inchant the eye; in this 
the merchant pack the wares, which enrich the world. 
vonder, the /ills, hke a grand amphitheatre, ariſe, 
Amphitheatre! All the pompous works of Roman mag- 
niſicence are leſs than mole-banks, are mere cockle- 
ſhells, compared with thoſe razj-flic elevations of the 
earth. Some clad with mantling vines; ſome crowned 
with tower ing celars; ſome rapped with miſhapen rocks, 
or yawning with 6 dens; whoſe rough and 
inacceſſivle crags, whoſe hideous and gloomy cavities, 
are not only a continual refuge for the wild goats, but - 


have often proved an aſylum to perſecuted merit“, and 


a ſafeguard to the muſt valuable lives. 
At a greater dilance, the mountains lift their frozen 


brows, or penetrate the clouds with their aſpiring peaks. 


Their 1 vzen brows arreſt the roving, and condenſe:he 
rareficd vapour. T. Their caverned bowels collect the 


dripping treaſures, and ſend them abroad, in gradual. 


communications, by trickling ſprings. While their 
ſteep ſides precipitate the watery ſtores ; rolling them on 
with 


„ro David from Saus malice; to Elijch from Jertbel's 


vengeance; t many of the primitive e "hriſt-.ns, from the rage 


of perſecuting Emperors : they war dered in deſerts and in uten, 
in deus and caves of the carih. Heb. x: 8. | 
E Therefore ft yled—nimboſa cacumi ua monty, VI Re. 
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with ſuch a forcible impulſe *, that they never intermit 
their unwearied courſe, till they have ſwept through 
the moſt extenlive 8 and regained their native 
ſeas. 

The vineyard ſwells into a profuſion of cluſters : ſome 
tinged with the deepett purple, and delicately clouded 
with azure : ſome clad with a whitith tranſparent ſkin, 
which ſhews the tempting kernels, lodged in luſcious 
nectar. — The vine requires a ſtrong reflection of tha 
ſun- beams, and a very large proportion of warmth. 
How commadiouſly do the hills aud mountains, mini- 
| ſer to this purpoſe! May we not call thoſe vaſt decli- 
vities, che garden-awalls of nature? which, far more ef- 
fectually than the moſt coſtly glaſſes, or moſt artful 
grcen— -houſes, concentre the ſolar heat, and complete 
the maturity of the grape: diſtendipg it with a 

liquor of the knelt ſcent, the molt agreeable reliſh, 
and the muſt exalted qualities; ſuch as diſhpate 

ſadneſs, and inſpire vivacity ; ſuch as make glad the 
heart of man, and moſt ſweetly prompt, both his 
gratitude and his duty, to the munificent GIVER.— 

I prieve, and I bluth for my fellow-creatures, that any 
| ſhould abuſe this indulgence of heaven; ; that any ſhould 
„ turn 


it is obſerved, that the largeſt iivers in the world, thoſe 
which roll the heavieſt burden of waters, ard pe: toim the moſt 
extenſive circuit throvyh the natious, generally take thc rife 
from mountains. The Khixe. the Khoue, avd ite Pa, all deicend 
from the Alps Ihe TFygr:s derives its rapid flood from the e— 
verlaſting ſnows and ſicep ridges of Niphates. And, to mention 


no mote inſtauces the river Amazones which pours itſelf thio? - 


a multitude of proviices, add watcis near eightcen build 

leagues of land, has it wh in the. caverns, and'its imnetus 
from the precipices, of that iiameaſe range of hills, the As. 

If the reader is inclined t' lee te origin and formation of 

_ Tivers de{cribed, in all the ſubliwity of diction, and with all 


the graces of poctiy, he may find this entertainment in Mr. 


: Thomſon” s Autumn. lin. 781. ſt edit. 


Amazing ſcene ! behold the gloums diſcloſe 
I ſee the rivers in ther infant beas ! 


Beth, veep T bear them, lab*ring to get fi oe: £ Ke. 


| 
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turn ſo valuable a gift of GOD into an inflrument of 


fin; turn the molt exhilarating of cordials into Pie, | 


3 and death. 

The 4itchen garden preſents us with a new train of 
benefits. In its blooming ornaments, what unaffected 
beauty? in its culinary productions, what diverſified 
riches ! It ripens a multitude of nutrimental eſculents, 


and almoſt an equal abundance of medicinal herbs ; di- 


ſtributing refreſhments to the healthy, and adminiſter- 
ing remedies to the ſick. — The orchard, all fair and 


ruddy, and bowing down beneath its own delicious bur- 
Fes demonEration. of our CREA- 


den, gives us a 


'TOR's kindneſs ; reg?! 'cs us, firſt, with all the delica- 


cies of ſummer fruits; next, with the more laſting ſuc · 
eeſſion of autumnal dainties. 


What is nature, but a ſeries of wonders, and a fund 


of delights ? That ſuch a variety of fruits, ſo beautiful- 
ly coloured, ſo elegantly ſhaped, and fo charmingly fla- 
voured, ſhould ariſe from the earth! than which nothin 

is more inſipid, ſordid, and def, icable. I am truck 


with pleaſing altoniſhment at the cauſe of theſe fine ef- 


feats, and no leſs ſurpriſed at the manner of bringing 


them into exiſtence. I take a walk in my garden, or a 


turn through my orchard, in the month of December, 
There itand ſeveral logs of wood fatened to the ground. 


They are erc& indeed and ſhapely, but without either 


ſeife or motion. No human hand will touch them, no 
human aid will ſuccour them; yet, in a little time, they 
are beautihed with bloſſoms, they are covered with leaves, 


and at laſt are loaded with mellow treaſures ; with the 


downy, peach and the puliſhed plum; with the muſky 
apricot and the } Juicy pear; with the cherry, and its co— 
ral pendanis, glowing thro gh Jattices of green. 


— — - and dark 


Beneath hen RE” teaf, the luſcious fig. 
I have wondered at the ſtructure ef my watch; won- 
dered more at the deſcription of the GIk- mills ; a of 
all, at the account of thoſe prodigious engines invented 


by Archimedes. But what are all the inventions of all 
the 
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the geometricians and mechanics in the world, compared 


with theſe inconceivably-nice automata * of nature! 


Theſe /e/F operating machines diſpatch their buſmeſs, with 
a punctuality that never miitakes, with a dexterity that 
cannot be equalled. In ſpring, they clothe themſelves 
with ſuch unſtudied but exquiſite finery, as far exceeds 


the embroidery of the needle, or the labours of the 


loom. In autumn, they preſent us with ſuch a collation 
of ſweetmeats, and ſuch blandiſhments of taſte, as ſur- 


_ paſs all that the molt critical luxury could prepare, or 
the moſt Javiſh fancy imagine, — So that thoſe coarſe and 
ſenſeleſt logs firſt decorate the divine creatzon; then per- 


form the honours of the table. 


If, amidft theſe ordinary productions of the earth, 


60 appears ſo great in counſel and mighty in work f; 


what may we expect to ſee in the palaces of heaven; 


in the hierarchics of angels; and in that wonderful 


REDEEMER, who is, beyond all other objects, be- 


: yond all other manifeſtations, the wiſdom of GUD, and 


the power of GOD þ © 
Ihe foreſt rears myriads of maſſy bodies, which, tho? 
5 neither gay with bloſſoms, nor rich with fruit, ſupply 
| vs with timber of various kinds, and of every delireable 


JP 


4 Automata, or ſelf opera ng machines; not meant to ſet aſide 
| the ſuperintendency of Provideuce, but only to exclude the co- 
operation of man, _ 

The word evijepe#ly is uſed by our MASTER; is a very 
fle, and moſt expreſſive word; for which reaſons. 1 have ven- 


tured to give it a kind of Engliſh naturalization. It ſignifies, 


| ſays a Greet ſcholiaſt, re pena, ws xaT atlas er 


_ vy87%:. See Mark iv. 28 —It is an explication and an a- 


bridgement of that remarkable phraſe, which occurs in the Ma- 
| faic hiſtory of the creation, We» MPy? WTR KN. Gen, 
ii. 3. Which GOD created and made appears tautologicai, and 13 
by no m-ans an ex ict tranſlation. It ſhould rather be inte: - 
preted, which G9D created in order to make ; to make, by theſe 


_ prolific in{t; uments and reproducing principles, a continual ſuc- 


_ ecthon of animals, vegetables, and creatures. _ 
+ Jer. xxil. 19. = I Cor. i. 24 
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quality . But who ſhall cultivate ſuch huge trees, dif- 


| fuſed over ſo vaſt a ſpace ? The toil were endleſs. See 


therefore the all-wiſe and ever gracious ordination of 


Providence“. They are ſo conflituted, that they have 


no need of the ſpade and the prunning-knife. Nay, the 
little cares of man would diminiſh, rather than augment 
their dignity and their oſcfulneſs-* The more they are 
neglected, the better they thrive; the | more ola. grand | 
and magnificent they grow. ; 

When felled by the axe, they are en into beams, | 
and ſuſtain the roofs of our houſes; they are faſhioned 
into carriages, and ſerve for the conveyance of the hea- 
vieſt loads. —Their ſubſtance ſo pliaut, that they yield 
to the chize] of the turner, and are ſmoothed by the 
plane of the joiner ; are wrought into the niceſt dimi- 
nutions of ſhape, and compoſe ſome of the fineſt branches 


of houſehold furniture. Their texture ſo id, that they 


form the moſt important parts of thoſe mighty engines; 


which, adopting themſelves to the play of mechanic pow- 
ers, diſpatch more work in a fingle hour, than could 
otherwiſe be accompliſhed in many days. At the ſame 
time, their preſſure is ſo light, that they float upon the 


waters; and glide along the ſurface, almoſt with as 


much agility, as the finny fry glance through the deep. 
— Thus, while they impart magnificence to architecture, 


and beſtow numberleſs conveniencies on the family ; ; they 


conſtitute the very baſis of navigation, and give expedi- 

tion, give being to commerce. 
Amidſt the inacceſſible depths of che foreſt, an habi- 
tation is s aſſigned for thoſe ravenous beaſts, whoſe appear- 
ance 


ah Tull has given us an abridgement of all the preceding 
particulars : which, 1 think. is one of the fineſt landſcapes in 
miniature, that che deſc: iptive pen ever die —Terra univerſa 
cernatur, veſtita flaribus, herhis, arboribus frugibus; quorum omniiyn 
incredibilis multitudo inſatiabil; varietate diſtingutur. Adde bac fonti- 
um gelidas p-reanitates. Iquores per lucidas amnium ripar um veſt tus 
viridiſſimos, ſpeluncarum concavas altitudines, ſaxorum aſperitates, im- 
pendentium montium allitudnes, ee camporum. DE: nat. 
Deor. lib. II. | 
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ance would be frightful, and their neighbourhood dan- 


gerous to mankind. Here the ſternly-majeſtic lion 
rouſes himſelf from his den; ſtalks through the mid- 


night ſhades ; and awes the ſavage herd with his roar, 
Here the fiery tyger ſprings upon his prey, and the 
gloomy bear trains up her whelps. Here the ſwift 
leopard ranges. and the grim wolf prowls, and both in 
queſt of murder and blood. Were theſe horrid animals 


to dwell in our fields, what havock would they make? 
what conſternation would they ſpread ? But they volun- 

Oy tarily bury themſelves in the deepeſt receſſes of the de- 
ſert; while the ox, the horſe, and the ſerviceable quad- 
rupeds, live under our inſpection, and keep within our 
call; profiting us as much by their e, as the o- 
chere oblige us by their abſence. 


If, at any time, thoſe ſhaggy monſters make an ex- 


: curfion into the habitable world, it is when man retires 
to his chamber, and flecps in ſecurity. The ſun, which 


invites other creatures abroad, gives them the ſignal to 


retreat. The ſun ariſeth, and they get them away, and 
 layeth them down in their dens“. Strange! that the 


orient light, which is fo pleaſing to us, ſhould ſtrike 


ſuch terror on them! ſhould, more effectually than a le- 
gion of guards, put them all to flight, and ear the 
country of thoſe formidable enemies! : 
If we turn our thoughts to the atmsſphere, we find 

a a molt curious and exquiſite apparatus of air which, 
| becauſe no object of our ſhgbt, is ſeldom obſerved, and 

little regarded; yet is a ſource of innumerable advan- Þ 
tages. And all theſe advantages (which is almoſt in- 
credible) are fetched from the very ja-vs of ruin. My 
meaning may be obſcure, therefore 1 explain myſelf. | 
Me have plunged, if I may ſo ſpeak, in an ocean of | 
air, Whoſe preſſure, upon a perſon of moderate fize, | 
is equal to the weight of 


twenty theuſand pounds. 'Fre- 
mendous conſideration ' Should ihe ceiliug of a room, 


: or the roof of a Wau tall upon us with half that force, 


what 


: * Pſal. civ. 21. 
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— what deſtructive effects muſt enſue ? Such a force would 
n infallibly drive the breath from our lungs, or break eve- 
|. ry bone in our bodies. Yet ſo admirably has the divine 
. wiſdom contrived this aerial fluid, and ſo nicely coun- 
ie terpoiſed its dreadful power, that we receive not the 
ft ſlighteſt hurt; we ſuffer no manner of inconvenience; 
in we even enjoy the load. Inſtead of being as a mountain 
18 on our loins, it is like wings to our feet, or like finews 
1 to our limbs. — Is not this common ordination of Provi- 
n- | dence, thus conſidered, ſomewhat like the miracle of 
e- the burning buſh; whoſe tender and combuſtible ſub- 
d- |* fance, though in the midft of flames, was neither con- 
ur |* ſumed nor injured *? Is it not almoſt as marvellous, as 
o- the prodigy of the three Hebrew youths, who walked 


in the fiery furnace, without having a hair of their head 
ſiaged, or ſo much as the ſmell of fire paſſing on their 
garments ?- Surely we have reaſon to ſay unto GOD, 
O how terrible, yet how beneficent, art thou in thy 
oo SO I a i ie N 
The air, though too weak to ſupport our flight is 
a thoroughfare for innumberable wings. Here the whole 
commonwealth of birds take up their abode. Here 
they lodge and expatiate, beyond the reach of their 
adverſaries. Were they to run upon the earth, they 
would be expoſed to ten thouſand dangers, without pro- 
find per ſtrength to reſiſt them, or ſufficient ſpeed to eſcape 
ich, them. Whereas, by mounting the ſkies, and /i/7ing 
and 3 themſelves up on high they are ſecure from peril, 7c y 
an- corn the horſe and his rider t. — Some of them perching 
in- upon the boughs, others ſoaring amidit the firmament, 


My entertain us with their ven, which are muſical and 
. agreeable when heard at this convenient diſtance; but 
n of would be noiſy and importunate, if brought nearer to 
ſize, [4 ourears.—Here many of thoſe feathered families reſide, 
Tre- which yield us a delicious treat ; yet give us no trouble, 
dom, put us to no expence, a" !, till the moment we want 
orce, them, are wholly out of our cry. 
* Exod. iii. 2. + Dan. ui. 27. 


+ Job xxxix. 18. 


Vor. III. 
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The air, comm fond by its all-bountifal ATH R, 
charges itſelf with the adminiſtration of ſeveral offices, 
which are perfectiy obliging, and no lefs ſerviceable to 
wankind,--- Co: operating with our lungs, it venridater 
the blood, and refives our fluids. It qualitics and at- 
tempers the vital warmth, promotes and cxalts the ani- 
ma] ſecretions, Many, days we might live, or even 
whole months, without the light of the Hay or the 
glimmering ot u flar, W. hereas if we arc deprived, on- 

y for a few minutes, of this acreal ſupport, we licken, 
= faint, we die, — Phe ſame univerſal nurſe has a con- 
ſiderable ſhare in cherithing the ſeveral tribes of plants. 


It helps to transfuſe vegetable vigour into the trunk of 


the oak, and a blooming gurty into the ſpread of the 
vroſe. | 

T be air undertakes to convey to our noſtrils. the ex 
tremely ſubtile effuvia, which tranſpire from cdoriferous 
bodies. 'Tholt detached particles are fo imperceptibly 
_ tmall, that they would elude the moſt careful hand, or 
| eſeupe the niceſt eye. But this truſty depoſitary receives 
and e/corts the inviſible vagrants, w. ithout loſing ſo much 
as a ſingle atom: entertaining us, by this means, with 


the delightful ſenſations, which ariſe from the ſragrance 


of flowers; and admoniſhing us, by the tranſmiſſion of 
offenſive 3 to withdraw from an unwholeſome litu- 
ation or beware of any pernicious food. 
The air by its indulating motion, conducts to our 
ear all the diverſities of ſound; and thereby diſcharges 
the duty of a moſt ſcaſonable and faithful monitor. As 


I walk acroſs the ftreets of Landon, with my eye en- 


35 gaged on other objects; a dray, perhaps, with all its 
load, is driving down directly upon me. Or, as I ride 
along the road, muſing and unapprehenſive, a chariot 
and fix is whirling on, v ith a rapid carreer, at the heels 
of my horſe. The air, like a vigilant fr ex in pain 
for my welfare, \mmadiately takes the alarm : and, 
while the danger is at a conſiderable diſtance, Yfomehes 
a couricr to advertiſe me of the approaching miſchief. 


lt even thunders | in my ear; and, with a clamerous but 
hird 


me. IS 
( ( 
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importu! ty, urges to be upon my guard, and provide 


tor my ſafety. 


The air wafts to our ſenſe all the modulations of u- 
fic, and the more apreeable entertainments of refined 
converſation, When Myrtil/a ſtrikes the ſilver ſtrings, 
and teaches the willing harplichoyd to warble with her 


CREATOR's praiſe ; when her ſacred ſonata warms 


the heart with devotion, and wings our defires to hea- 


ven. — When (Cera tunes her fong; or the nightingale 


imitates her inchanting voice: when ſhe heightens e— 
very meluydious note, with her adored REDEEMER's 

name; and fo ſmoothes her charming tones, ſo breathes 
her rapturous ſoul, “that God's own ear liſtens delight- 
« ed.” — When Wiſdom takes its ſeat on Mitio's tongue; 
and flows, in perſpicuous periods, and initructive truths, 
amidſt the choſen circle of his acquaintance. — When 
Benevolence, aſſociated with Perſuaſion, dwell on Vis 
cander's lips, and plead the cauſe of injured innocence, 


or oppreſſed virtue, —When Goodneſs, leagucd with 


appibeſs; accompany £vfebins into the p ulpit; 
and reclaim the libertine from the flavery of his vices 5 
diſengage the infidel from the faſcination of his preju— 
dices; and lo affectionately, fo pathetically invite the 
whole audience, to partake the unequalled joys of pure 


religion. — In all theſe caſes, the air diſtributes every 


mulical variation with the utmoſt exadreſs ; and deli- 
vers the ſpeaker's meſſage with the moſt punctual fdeli- 
t;. Whereas, without this internuncio, all would be 
fallen and unmeaning filence. We ſhould loſe both the 
Pleaſure and the prolit; neither be charmed with the 
llarmonious, nor improved by the articulate accents. 
The breezes of the air, when vague and unconkined, 

are ſo very gentle, that they ſport with the moſt inof- | 
fenſive wantonneſs amid Dpbelia's locks, and ſcarce 


diſacjuſt a ſingle curl. But, when collected and appli» 


cd by the contrivance of man, they at FH ſuch fre- 
digisut force, as 18 ſufficient to wir] round the hugeſt 
wheels, tiwugh clogged with the moſt encumbyering 


loads. IT They make che pondero:. s mill tones move as 


„ 7 | 3 2 7 | witty, 
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flu -ifily, as the dancer's heel; and the maſſy beams iy | 


as Ys as the muſician's finger. 


If we climb, in ſpeculation, the higher regions, we 
find an endleſs ſucceſſion of claudi, fed by evaporations 
from the ocean. The clouds are themſelves a kind of 
ocean ſuſpended in the air with amazing ſkill, "They 


travel, in detached parties, and in the quality of izine-. 


_ rant ciſterut, round all the terreſtrial globe. They 
iructify, by proper communications of moiſture, the 


| ipacious paſtures of the wealthy; and gladden, with 


ud lefs liberal ſhowers, the cottager” s little ſpot. Nay, 
10 condeſcending is the benignity of their great Pro- 
prietor, that they J the deſolate aud waſte ground ; 
44 cate, even in the molt uncultivated wilds, the bud 
ile tender herb to ſpring forth * ; that the natives of 

the lonely deſert, thoſe 12 e herds which know no 
maller's flall, may e {ſs experience the care, 
and rejoice in the bounty, of an all ſupporting PA- 
RENT. 

How wonderful 1 that the water, which is much 
de »/er and far heavier than the air, ſhould rife into it; 
makes its way through it ; and take a ſtation in the 
very uppermott regions of it! This, one would imagine, 
were almoſt as impoſſible, as for che rivers to run back 
to their ſource. Yet Providence has contrived a way 
to render it not only practicable, but matter of conti- 

nua! OCCi:FFence. 


How wonderful! that pendent Jakes ſhould be diffuſ- 


ed, or feuid muntains heaped over our heads; and both . 


ſultained i in the thinneit parts of the atmoſphere! We 
little think of that ſurpriſing expedient, which, without 


conduits of tone, or veſſels of braſs, keeps ſuch loads 


of water in a bueyant itate, Job and Elibu conhider- 
cd this, and were ſtruck with holy admiration, Doft 


thou know the balaneiags of the clouds ! how ſuch pon- 
derous bo ies are made to hang with an even poiſe, and 
| hover like the lighteſt down; 5 | Theſe are 7 e winderous 


works 
* Jeb XXIviii. 27. 
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eworks of HIM, abo is perſect in knowledge *. Vie 

F- bindeth up the waters in his thick claudt : and the cloud, 
though nothing is more looſe and fluid, becomes, 
by his almighty order, flrong and tenacious, as caſks 


g of iron; it 7s nt rent F under all the weight. | 
S Wen the fluices are opencd, and the waters deſcend, 
f we might reaſonably ſuſp.ct, that they ſhould burtt 
)J [RE forth in cataracts, or pour out themſclves in torrents. 


Whereas, inftead of ſuch a diſorderly and precipitate _ 
effuſion, which would be infinitely. pernicious, they co- 
aleſce into glabules, and are diſpenſed in gentle /howers. 
They are often attenuated into the {maline's of a hair} : 
they ſpread themſelves, 23 if they were ſtrained through 
the orifices of the fineſt watering-pot; and form thoſe 
ſmall drops of rain, which the clouds diftil upon man à- 
bundantly F. Thus inſtead of drownin; the carth, and 
ſweeping away its fruits, they cherith univerſe] nature 
aud, in conformity to the practice of their great MA- 
S ER, diſtribute their humid ſtores to men, tv auimals, 
and vegetables, as they are able to bear theril.. | 
Beſides the reſervoirs of water, here are cantoned va-- 
rious parties of winds, mild or lierce, gentle or boiite- 
rous ; furniſhed with breezy wings, to fan the glowing 
firmament, and diffuſe refreſhment on a fainting world; 
or elſe fitted to act as an univerſal % % and, by 
{weeping the chambers of the atmoſphere, to preſerve 
the fine aereal fluid free from feculencies.. Without this 
wholeſome agency of the winds, the air would ſtag- 
nate; become putrid ; and ' ſurround us, in the literal 
ſenſe of the words. with darkneſs that might be felt . 
London, Paris, and all the great citics in the world, 
inſtead of being the ſeats of elegance, would degenerate 
into ſinks of corruption. SE. e 
At fea, the winds ſwell the mariner's fails, and ſpee 
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„„ Job nen . 1 Job xxvi. 8. : 

The Hebrew words, which convey the idea of gentle raiz, 
fſignify a portion of water, made fmall as » har, or divided in- 
io millions of parts, E'S2YDmTMy D Deut. XX Iii. 2 | 

S {$ Jobaxxxvi. at, I Mark iv. 33., ** Exod. 111. 


* 
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his courſe along the watery way; ſpeed it far more ef. 
fectually thana thouſand rowers, bending to their ſtrokes, 
and tugging at the oar. — By land, they perform the of- 
tice of an immenſe ſcedman, and ſcatter abroad the re- 

productive principles of a multitude of plants ; which, 

though the ſtaff of life to many animals, are too ſmall 
for the management, or too mean for the attention of 
man, HE bringeth the winds out of His treaſuries *, is 
a very juſt obſervation, whether it relate to GOD's ab- 
folute and uncontrollable dominion over this molt po- 
tent meteor, or to its welcome and ſalutary influence f 
on all the face of naturee. 

Here are /jg/tenings ſtation FE Though dormant at 
preſent, they 2 are in act to ſpring, and launch the livid 
flame? whenever their piercing flaſh is neceſſary to de- 
roy the /uphurcous vapours; or diſlodge any other 
io xigu, rb which might be prejudicial to the deli- 
cate temperature of the #ther, and obſcure its more 
| than chi pfade tranſparency. | 
Above all is ftuate a radiant and 0 orb, which 
_enlightens the tracts, cheers the inhabitants, and colours 
all the productions of this habitable globe. While the 
air, by a ſinzular addrels in managing the rays, ampli— 
| hes their utc cfulneſs ; its e Power f 1 that 


„ pPſal. cxxxv 7. 


+ Ovam ſalutares cutem dedit, quam te mpeſtives non modo Jos n, 


ä fed eden pecudum generi, iis denigue omnibus que or:untur @ terre, 
ventts 7” quorum | flatu nini temperantur calores, as idem etiam mari- 
ui curſ.s celeres et certi dir gunlur. De nat. Deor. lib. 

} "he air is a curious cover, which, without ellen the 


e s. Sg, of the carth with any perceivable weight, confines,- 


_Teflect+, a d the! eby facrecſes, the viviiying heart of the ſun. 
The or nacreafes this kingly heat, much in the ſame manner 
u, eur garments by Jay, or bed-clothes by night, give additi- 
onal w. mth to our bodies. —Whereas, when the acrial veſt- 
ent „s thin, 07, to fpeak more philoſophically, when the 
all become leis in quantity, and more aenuated in quality, 
the {5 ar warmth is very ſcuſibly diminubed Travellers on 
the „ bunt us of America ſometimes experience, to their 
terrible coſt, ihe truth of this obfetvation. Thongh the clime 
at the foot i prodigious hills, is even hot and ſultry ; 
pct, on their ſummits, the cold rages, with ſuch exceſſi ve ſeve- 
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heat, which is the life of nature ; its refracting power 


prolongs Mat ſplendor, which is the beauty of the crea- 
tion.— heſe emanations of light, though formed of 
inactive matter, yet (aſtoniſhing apparatus of almighty 
wiſdom !) are refined almolt to the [ubtilty of ſpirit, aud 
ate ſcarce inferior even to though: in ſpeed. - By which 
means, they ſpread themſclves, with a kind of inſtanta- 


"nevus ſwiftnels, through the circumference of a whole 


hemiſphere ; and though they fill, where ever they per- 
vade, yet they ſtraitea no Place, embarraſs no one, en- 
cumher nothing. | | 

Theſe give the diamond its brilliancy, and the velvet : 
its gloſs: fo theſe the cheerful eye 18 obliged for its 


lively ſparkle, and the modeſt check for its roſy bluſh. 


Theſe, attending the judicious touches of the pencil, 
bid the drapery flow, and the embodied figure ariſe ; 


bid the countenance ur the calm ſerenity of thought, 


or be agitated with the wild tra uſports of paſſion.— 
Without this circumltance of cleur, we ſhould want all 
the entertainments of vition, and be at a loſs to diltin- 


guiſh one thing ffom another. We ſhon!d heſitate to 


_ pronounce, and mutt take a little journey to determine, 
whether yonder inclofure contains a piece of palturage, 
or a plot of arable land. We ſhould queſtion, and 


could not very expeditioully reſolve, whether the next 
perſon we met, be a ſoldier in his regimentals, or a 
ſwain in his holiday-ſuit? a bride in her ornaments, or 
a widow in her weeds ? But colour, like a particular li- 
very, characterizes the claſs, to which every individual 
belongs. It is the label, which indicates, upon the firſt 
inſpection, its reſpective quality. It is the ticket, which 
guides our holes aud directs our hand “*. 

| = We 
rity, that it is no 1 calamity, f for the horſe and his rider 
to be fiozen to death.—\e have therefore great reaſon to 


bleis the ſupreme DISPOSER ot things, for placing us in the 


commodious concavity, or rather, under the cheriſbing wings of 
an atmoſphere, 
his, I believe, ſuggeſts the true ſenſe of thoſe noble me- 


8 uſed by the divine ener. I is turned as clay io the 


feat, 
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We have curſorily ſurveyed the upper rem of our 
great habitation, and taken a turn along the ground- 
or; if we deſcend into the ſubterrancous lodgements, 
the cellars of the ſtately Uructure, we hal there allo 
find the mod exquitite contrivance acting in concert 
with the molt profuſe goodneſs. Here are various :- 
nerali, of ſovereign efficacy in medicine; which re&ify 
the vitiated blood, and quicken the languid ſpirits 3 
Which often rekindle the falling bloom in the virgin's 
complexion, and reibvigoratè the enfeebled arm of man- 
bood. — Here are beds fraught with metals of the rich- 
eſt value. From hence come the golden treaſures, from 
hence the ſilver ſtores, which are the very life of traſhe ; 
and circulate through the body politic as the vital Auid 
__ through the animal frame: which, in the refining hand 
of charity, are feet to the lame, aud eyes to the blind, 
and make the widow's heart ling for joy. -- Here are 
mines, which yield a metal of meaner aſpect, but of a 
_ firmer coheſion, and of ſuperior uſefulneſs: A metal, 
that conſtitutes almott all the implements, with which 
art executes her various deſigns. Without the aſſiſt ance 
ef en, trade would be reduced to the loweſt ebb; com- 
merce would feel her wings clipped ; and every ſpecies 
of mechanic ſkill, either utterly fail, or be miſerably 
baſed. Without the aſſiſtaunce of iron, it would he 
_ almoſt impoſſible to rear the ſteady mait, to diſplay the 
daring canvaſs, or drop the faithful anchor. Deſtitute 
e a, 2 3 nng 
ſeal, and they ſtand as a garment : it, the earth, and all its produc 
tions, receive, from the rifing ſun, both colour and beauty. 
Juſt as the ſoft clay and the melting wax, receive an elegant 
impreſhon from the ſeal.— They (the morning and the day- 
ſpring, mentioned in a preceding verſe) /tand as a garment ; 
they act the part of a magnificent and nniverſal clothing; 
give all viſible objects, their comely aſpect, and graceful diſ- 
tiactions. Job xx xviii. 14. 1 1 wo | 
Wbat bold and fine images are here?—The ſea had been de- 
ſcribed as an infant, changeable, froward, and impetuous, with 
thick darkneſs for its ſwaddling-band. The /ght is repreſented 
as an handmaid, attending to dreſs the creation ; and executing 
the CREA TOR's orders, with a pundtuality that never fails, 
with a /pecd that cannat be equallcd, 1 


, 


ordinary liſe. 


_ abſoltely imperceptible. 


ficial day in our rooms, and prolong our ſtudies, or pur- 
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of this ever-needful commodity, we ſhould have no 
lough to furrow the ſoil, no ſhuttle to traverſe the 
ar. ſcarce any ornament for polite, or any utenſil for 
Here is an inexhauſted fund of comby/tible materials “, 
which ſupply the whole nation with fewel. Theſe 
preſent their miniſtrations in the kitchen; and yieldin 
themſelves as aliment to the flame, render our food both 
palatable and healthy. —Theſe offer their ſervice at the 
Fr ez and, with their piercing heat, mollify the moſt 
ſtubborn bars, till they e. pliant to the ſtroke of 


the hammer. — The coals pour themſelves likewiſe into 


the glaſs-houſes. They rage, amidſt thoſe aſtoniſhing 
furnaces, with irreſiſtible but uſeful fierceneſs. They 


_ liquify even the obdurate flint, and make the moſt rigid 


ſubſtances far more ductile than the ſofteſt clay, or the 
melting wax; make them obſequious, not only to the 
lighteſt touch, but to the impreſſions of our very breath. 
Dr this e ee ne ett and from the coar- 


ſelt iagredients, with the mol curious, beautiful, and 
ſerviceable manufacture in the world: A manufacture, 
which tranſmits the light and warmth of the ſun into, 


our houſes; yet excludes the annoyance of the rains 


and the violence of the winds, Which gives neu eyes 


to decrepit age, and vaſtly wore enlarged views to philo- 
ſophy and ſcience; which leads up the aſtronomer's 


diſcernment, even to the /atellites of Saturn: and carries 
down the naturalit's-obſervation, as far as the animal- 


eule race; bringing near what is immenſely remote, and 


making viſible what, to our unaſſiſted ſight, would be 
We have alſo, when the ſun withdraws his ſhining, an 
expedient to ſupply his place. We can create an arti- 


. ſue 

A for the earib, ſays Jab, out of it cometh bread : corn, vege- 
tables, and whatever is good for food, ſpring from its ſurface, 
While under it is turned up as it were fire : its lower parts, Wn 


its deeper ſtrata, yield combuſtible materials; which are cally 
cukindled into fire, and adminiſter the moſt ſubſtautial fewel 


for the flame. Jeb. X XVitl. 5. 
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ſue our buſineſs, under its cheering influence. With 
beaming tapers and ruddy fir es, we chaſe the darkneſs, 
and mitigate * the cold; we cheriſh converſation and 
cultivate the ſocial ſpirit, We render thoſe very inter- 


vals of time, ſome of the moſt delightful portions of our 


| life, which otherwiſe would be a joyleſs and unimprov- 
ing void. | „„ „ 
_ , Theſe obſcure caverns are the birth; place of the moſt 
ſparkling gems e which, when nicely poliſhed, and pro- 
digal of their Juſtre, ſtand candidates for a place on the 

royal crown, or a ſeat on the virturus fair one's breaſt 
and, I will not with our men of gallantry ſay, emulate 
the living brilliancy of her eyes; but ſerve as a foil, to 
et off the lovelineſs and excelleney of her accompliſhed 

mind, and amiable converſation ; whoſe price, according 
' l can hardly forhear tranſcribing the grateful and pious re- 
mark, which Socrates makes on this occaſion, Demonſtrating, 
from the advantageous and benign conſtitution of things, 
o, mauwyent care for mankind, he aſks, Te 9 Ka To 
85 Tve o gα,gHI A, ETIKEROY ev , ü 20) de ci ug, 
 Euvieſor di g, r TiX)NV, x,, 07% WAINEING EYE - 
* g Toi neaoxivalo , , ; As vue cuvvineViiumiw, ud 
= 1 250 M109 atv TFUp%; 61989708 TOY Te0; Biev ,29THAWY ,- 
g Jegx tub es. To which his pupil very intelligently replies, 
Trg 1 nn 7870 S. Aug % Vid. Soc rat. Me nor. 
lib. (V. A work, which may be ranked among the fineſt re- 
mains of antiquity. Equal "tis acknowledged, to any of the 
antieat compulit.ons, An purity of ſtyle, and dignity of ſenti— 
ment. Superior, I think, to them all, for the artiul, dclicate, 
and happy manner of con veyiag in{tructio.1, 


I with, the author of the preceding dialogues had been bet- - 


ter acquainted with the Socralic method; and I could with, 
that young ſtudents for the miniſtry would adopt the ſkill of 
this Heathen philoſophet. Perhips, no qualification of human 
growth, would more effetua ly contribute to iender them, 
what St Paul ſtyles N. dL ixxg —It ſeems to be the moſt in- 
ſiu laling and ſic e way boch to convince and iuſtiudt. Nay, 
it convinces the opponent out of his own mouth and makes 
the pupil iuſtruct himſeif. It is what the TE HER ſent from 
naſterly addcefs, the parables of ihe two debtors, and of the 
good Simerdan.. Luke vii, 41. Luke x. 300. 


GOD practiſed, in thote in comparable ſketches of obliging and 


pid ſtream. 
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to the unerring eſtimate of inſpiration; is ſuperior to 
ſapphires, i far abrverubies. &. . 


Here are quarries, ſtocked with ſtones, inferior in 
beauty to the jeweller's ware, but much more eminent- 
ly beneficial: which, when properly ranged, and ce- 
mented with a tenacious mortar, forin the convenient a- 
bodes of peace, and build the ſtrongeſt fortifications of 
war ; defending us from the :nclemenbicy of the wea- 
ther, and the more formidable aſſaults of our enemies. 
Theſe conſtitute the arches of the bridge, which convey 
the traveller, with perfect ſecurity, over the deep and ra- 
Theſe ſtrengthen the arms, the ſtupendous 
arms, of the mole; which ſtretch themſelves far into 
the ocean, break the impetuoſity of the ſurge, and 
ſcreen the bark from tempeſtuous ſeas. — Theſe ſtony 
treaſures are comparatively t, while they continue in 
the bowels of the earth, but acquire an increaling Hard- 
neſe, when expoſed to the open air. Was this remarka- 
ble peculiarity reverſed, what difficulties would attend 
the labours of the maſon ? His materials could not be 
extracted from their bed, nor faſhioned for bis purpoſe, 
without infinite toil, Were his work completed, it 
could not long withltand the fury of the elements 3 but 

inſenſibly mouldering, or inceſſantly decaying, would 
elude the expectations of the owner; perhaps, might 
prove an immature grave, inſtead of a durable dwellings 

Here are various aſſortments or vaſt /ayers of clay; 
which, however contemptible in its eppearance, ie abun- 
dantly more advantageous, than the rocks of diamond, 
or the veins of gold. This is moulded, with great ex- 
pedition and eaſe, into veſſcis of any ſhape, and of al- 

moſt every ſize. Some fo delicately ine, that they 
compoſe the molt elegant and ornamental furniture, for 
the tea-table of a princeſs. Others ſo remarkably 
cheap, that they are ranged on the ſhelves, and miniſter 
at the meals, of the pooreſt peaſant. A! fo perfectly 
neat, that no liquid takes the leaſt taint, nor the niceſt 
Paint any diſguſt, from their e ſervices. : F 


. Prov: XXIi. 10. 
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A moltiplicity of other valuable ſtores, are locked 
up, by Providence, i in thoſe ample vaults. The key of 
all is committed to the management of induſtry ; with 
free permiſſton to produee each particular ſpecies, as ne- 
_ ceflity ſnall demand, or prudence direct. | 
Which ſhall we moſl admire, the bountiful heart, the 


liberal hand, or the all-diſcerning eye of our great | 
CREATOR? how obſervable and admirable is his pre- 
eaution, in removing theſe uſeful but cumbrous wares, 
from the ſuperfices ; and ſtowing them, in proper re- 
poſitories, beneath the ground! — Were they ſcattered * 
Ba, the earth would be embar- 


over the ſurface of the 
raſſed with the enormous Joad. Our roads would be 
blocked up, and ſcarce any portion left free for the ope- 
rations of huſbandry. — Were they buried extremely 


deep, or ſunk to the centre of the globe, it would colt 
us immenſe paius to procure them; or rather, they 
Vould be quite inacce/ible.— Were they uniformly ſpread | 


into a pavement for nature; the trees could not ſtrike 
their roots, nor the herbs ſhoot their blades. but univer— 
ſal Ji-ri/ity muſt enſue. — Whereas, by their preſent diſ- 


poſition, they furniſh ns with a magazine of metallic, 


without canfing any diminution of our vegetable trea- | 


| ſures, Foſſils of every ſplendid and ſerviceable kind : 


enrich the þ22velr, while bloom and verdure embelliſh 

the /ac- of the earth. 5 

So jadicious is the arrangement of this grand ediſice; 
ſo bene icent the deſtination of its whole * fornitare 1 

in which, all is regulated with conſummate ſkill, and 

touched into the higheſt perfection. All moſt exactly 


adapted to the various intentions of Providence, and the * | 


- manifold eee of mankind, to ſupply every want 
we can feel; and gratify every wth we can form. 

luaſomuch that the whole ſyſtem affords a favourite 

and exalted to pie of praiſe. even to thoſe diſtinguiſhed 
| yy who Dor an the WA of glaſs, and have the FO 


Lo notice is ES of the ocean, in this litele rent roll * 


nature's wealth; hecauſe & diſtin ſketch is given of that 
3 grand receptacke and its t principal ſervices, i in LETTER . 
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of God in their hands, They lift their voice and ſing, 
Great and marveliozus are thy works, O LORD GOD 
Almighty I- And is there not reaſon, my Aſpaſio 
would ſay, infinite reaſon, for ws to join this trium- 
phant choir 3 and add gratitude to our wonder, love 
to our Hallelujahs? Since ail theſe things are to us, 
not merely objects of contemplation, but ſources of 


accommodation; not only a maje{tic ſpedacle, bright 


with the diſplay of our CREA O R's wiſdom, but 
an ineſtimable gift, rich with the emanations of his 
goodneſs. The earth hath he /%t lehre the inbabi— 
tants of glory, but e earth hath he given to the chii- 
dren of men *, — Having given us ourſelves; given us 
a world; has he not a right, a moſt urquelticnabte 
and unrivalled right, to make that tender demand, /7y 
fon, give me thy heart & ; | GS 
Shall Padd another paſſage, which, viewed with any 
but the laſt paragraph, will be like e head of gold, 
eminent and conſpicuous cn feet of iran ard clay? It 
is taken from the fineſt philoſophical oration that ever 
was made. I never read it, but with a glow of de- 
light, and with impreſſions of awe. It is, in ſhort, 
ininitably ſpirited and ſublime. - You think, perhaps, 
I a an impolitic part, in being ſo laviſh of my praiſe, 
and that the quotation mult ſuffer, by ſuch an ag- 
grandizing introduction. But I am under no appre- 
henſions of this kind. Forbear to be delighted, if you 
can; ceaſe to admire, If you can, vrhen you hear OM- 
NISCIENCE itſelf declaring, that, cn the fight of 
| | 5 | | this 
| + Rev. xv. 2. Great and marvellous ave thy wirbs, 0 LORD 
G D -almigh.y! jujt and true are thy ways, N KING of Hints ! 
The firſt part ſeems to mean, wha! the in'pited ariter cal's, the forg 
cf Mrſes, The ſecond conta'ns, what he {ty les, the fong ef the 
LAMB. The firſt, I (Rould imagine, relate, to the ſtupendous 
works of creation. The ſecond alludes to the far more wonderful 
ſcheme of redemption. The former, deſcribing the ſyſtem of na- 
ture, is recorded by Mis, the latter, comprehending the ſalvatiom 
of the ſaints, is accompliſhed by CHRIST. 8 


» pfal. exv. 16. 
Vor. II. M 


5 Prov. xxili. 26. 
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this univerſal fabric, emerging out of nothing, Tus 
 MORNING-STARS SANG TOGETHER, AND ALL THE 

sos or GOD $sHouTED For joy f,—Th: ſyſtem 
was ſo graceful, ſo magnificent, and, in all reſpects, ſo 
exquiſitely finiſhed, that the moſt exalted intelligences 
were charmed, were tranſported. They knew not 
how to expreſs themſelves on the great occaſion, but 
in ſhonts of exultation, and ſongs of praiſe. Is it poſ. 
ſible for imagination to conceive an encomium ſo juſt, 
ſo high, ſo beautifully noble? I am ſure, after ſo 

much delicacy, and majelly of ſentiment, any thing 
ot mine mult be intolerably flat; unleſs you will ex- 
cept this one profeſſion, that I am, with the molt cor. 


elial ſincerity, 
By dear Aſpaſio, 


Inciclably yours, 
Tarrox, 


+ Job xxxviii. 5 
FFF 
AsPAS10 to TukRON. 


Ow Dear W | 


F you write with ſuch a view, and em ſnch a 


motive, as are mentioned in your laſt, expect no. 


more fee wil! offerings from my pen. In this one 
| Inſtance, I.ſhall think it my duty to be covetous. I 
| ſhall act the miſer out of principle; and hardly per - 
ſuade myſelf to part with a ſingle line, till it is be- 
come an undeniable debt. I muſt turn your own ar- 
tifice on yourſelf; and lay you under a neceſſity of ob- 
liging. entertaining, and edity ing me by your corre- 
Hpondence: 
For give me leave to * you, chat I am always 
| delig hieds and always improved by your epiltles. 


They 
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They ſhew me a multitude of beauties in the creation, 
which I ſhould not otherwiſe have difcerned. They 
point out the infinite power, the unſearchable wiſdom, 


and the charmingly-rich goodneſs of the glorious MA. 
KER Such a philoſophy turns all nature into a 


ſchool of inſtruction, and is an- excellent Va) to 


true religion It makes every object a Rep, better 
than a golden ſep, to raiſe both our knowledge and 
our affections to the adorable and im: nortal CAUSE 
of all. | 
While I am roving heed! «fly hw; your remarks 
often interpoſe, like ſome intelligent faithful monitor, 
who claps his hand upon my breaſt, aud ſays, Stand 


fill, and corfider the wordrous works of COD *.— 
Wiilugly I obey the admonition: the Ciriftian may, 


with peculiar complacency, confider this grand maga- 
zine of wonders, this copious ſtore. houte of bleſſings; 
and, conſcious of an intereſt in JESUS, has a right to 
call them all % ewn F, He may look round upon 
preſent things; look forward unto future things; and, 
truſting in his SAVIOUR'”s merit, may confidently 
ſay, — “ Not one only, but both theſe worlds are mine. 


% By virtue of my REDEEMER'®s righteouſneſs, I 


« poſſeſs the neceſſary accommodations of this life ; 
« and, on the ſame unſhaken footing, 1 ſand, inti- 
6 tled to the inconceivable felicity of a better.” 
Surely then it will be as pleaſing an employ, and as 
important a ſearch, to examine the validity of our title 
to future things, as to eſtimate the value of our pre- 


ſent poſſeſſions. Tou have executed the one, let me 


attempt the other.—You have ſurveyed material na- 
ture, It appears to be a fair and ſtately manſion ; 
void of all defect; and, for the purpoſes which it is 
intended to anſwer, completely finiſhed. Is not our 
SAVIOUR's obedience, the proviſion made for indi- 
gent and guilty ſouls, equally rich and equally perfect? 
— Since this is everlaſting and immutable ; ſince the 


other 


2 Job xxxvii. 14. | + 1 Cor. iii. 2» 


M 2 


** 
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other is tranſient and - periſhable; Joubtleſs we may 
argue with the judicious apoltle; H that which is to 
be done aua, which will ſoon be conſigned over to 
diſlolution, zs glorious ; much mere that which remain- 
. eth, whoſe bleſſed effects continue to eternal ages, is 
glorious 

We are every one as an unclean thing +. Our very 
nature is contaminated, Even ſanctification, though 
it deſtroys the reigning, does not wholly ſuperſede the 
polluting power of iniquity. So that whatever graces 
we exerciſe, whatever duties we perform, (like the 
"rays of light taanſmitted through coloured glaſs, or 
like generous wine ſtreaming from a defiled caſk,) they 
: receive ſome improper tinge, or contract fome debaſing 
taint, But CHRIST was entirely free from this in- 
nate contagion. He had no erroneous apprehenſions 


in his mind, no corrupt bias upon his will, nor any ir- 


* concupiſcence i is his affections. 
| Being thus perfectly undefiled, he did nc ; fin, "neither 
daf puile found in his mouth . All his thoughts were 
innocent, all his words were irreproachable, and every 

action blamejeſs, The moſt accompliſhed among the 
children of men, when ſurpriſed in ſome -unguarded 
55 moment, or aſſaulted on ſome weak ſide, have been be- 
trayed into error, or hurried into ſin. Even Moſes 
| ſpake ugadviſedly with his lips; and Leros, the ſaint 

of the LORD, warped to idolatrous practices. They 
were like ſome ſtagnating late; in which, the dregs | 
being ſubſided, the waters appear clean; but when 


_ ſtirred by temptation, or agitated by affliction, the ſe- - | 


diment riſes, and the pool is diſcoloured. | Whereas, 
CHRIST may be compared to a fountain, that is all 
e and pure to the very bottom; which, 
however ſhaken, however diſturbed, is nothing but 
fluid cryſtal ; permanently and invariably clear. 
It was a ſmall thing for the bleſſed FESUS, to 
have no depraved propenſity ; he was born in a ſtate 
of conſurut mate reflirude, and adorned with all the 
beauries 


22 Cor. iii. 17. + L. lxiv, 6. 1 Pet il 22. 


„. Ter. ). ASPASIO ro THERON, 797 


1 beauties of holineſs. HQLINESS TO THE LORD 
to was inſcribed, not on the mitre, but on the heart of 
to our great HIGH PRIEST. Therefore he is ſtyled, 
5 by the angelic harbinger of his birth, THAT HOLY 
FF THING *.—In the prophecy of Zechariah, the dig- 
nity of our REDEEMER's nature, and the perfec- 
ry tion of his obedience, are diſplayed by the ſimilitude 
Th of a ſtone f, adorned with exquiſite engraving: 
e wrought, not by Bezalcel or Aboliab, though divine= 
es ly-inſpired artiſts, but by the finger of JEHOVAH 


himfelf; and more highly finithed, than it 1s poſſible 
for human {kill to equal, or human thought to con- 
ceive. Sig 5 1 85 
The whole tenor of our LORD's conduct, was a 
living exemplitication of piety and morality, in their 
molt extenſive branches, and moſt amiablę forms. 
Saints of the higheſt attainments, have fallen ſhort of 


8 the glory of GOD; have been far ſrom reaching the 
er exalted ſtandard of his precepts. But CHRIST fail- 
re ed in no point, came ſhort in no degree.—We for- 
ry merly obſerved the great ſublimity, and vaſt extent of 
he the divine law. From whence appears the extreme 
ed difficulty, nay the utter impoſſibility of our juſtifica- 
e- tion, on account of any duties performed by ourſelves. 
2 How ſhould we rejoice then to contemplate the vica- 
nt rious righteouſneſs of our condeſcending and adora- 
ey ble SURETY? As the mercy-ſeat was exactly com- 
gs menſurate to the dimenſions of the ark; ſo did our 
en. 2 IL LORD'S 
ſe- 4 5 N 3 = 3 3 02 
18 = * Luke i. 35.— Which is ſpoken, in contradiſtinftion to the late 
1] af all other births; and implies the univerſal prevalence of original 
. corruption, this one inſtance only excepted, For, if other inſants. 
h, were holy at their firſt formation, and made after the image of GOD, 
ut this remark had been trivial and im pertinent, if not droll and bur- 


leſque ; like ſaying with great ſolemnity, The child ſhall have a 
8 « mouth and a head; aye, and eyes in the one, and lips to the: 
to other.“ | 


te + Zech. iii. 9. Behold the ſtone that I have laid before Foſhua + up- 
he on one ſtone ſhall be ſeven eyes, behold ! T will engrave the graving- 
thereof, ſaith the LD of boſts, and Twill remove the iniquity of thag: 


lend-in-one day, 
/ M 3 
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| LORD's obedience moſt fully quadrate with all and 

every demand of the divine law. It flowed from thoſe 
| beſt of principles, ſupreme love to GOD, and un- 
feigned affection to mankind, 


From theſs two capital ſources, let us trace our 
LOK D's obedience, through ſome little parts of its 
Huſtrious progreſs. —Izis delight in GOD was con- 
ſpicuous, even from his early years. The ſacred ſo- 
lemnities of the ſanctuary, were more engaging to 
his youthful mind, than all the entertainments of a 
feſtival, —When he entered upon his miniſtiy, whole 
| rights were not too long for his copious. devotions. 

The lonely retirements of the de eſart, as affording op- 
portunity for undiſturbed communion with GOD, 
were more deſirable to CHRIS 7, than the applauſes 
of an admiring world. 

S8io ceaſeleſs and tranſcendent was b love to GOD, 
5 that he never ſought any ſe parate pleaſure of his own; 
but always did tlioſe things which were pleaſing in his 
_ FATHER's ſight. His own will was entirely ab- 
| ſor pt 1 in the will of the MOST HIGH ; and it was. 
his meat and drink, rèfreſhing and delightful as the 
richeſt food, or as royal dainties, fo niſh the work 
| that was given him t0 do * | 
S3o entirely devoted to the honour of GOD, that. 
a zeal for his houſe, and for the purity of his ordi- 
nances, is repreſented, by the evangelical hiſtorian, as 
. eating him up F. Like a heavenly flame glowing in 
his breaſt, it ſometimes fired him with a graceſul in- 
_ dignation ; ſometimes melted him into godly forrow z ; 
and, by exerting itſelf in a variety of vigorous eflorts, 
conſumed his vital ſpirits. 
$9 active and unremitted was the obedience of the 
bleſſed FESUS, that the ſun did not enter upon his 
race with a more conſtant aſſiduity, nor diſpatch his 
* buſineſs with greater expedition: and ſure I am, that 
 Faclant Iuminary never diſpenſed beams half fo bright, 
or 


7 f . John iv. 34 | + John li. 17. 


F 


1 
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or a thouſandth part ſo beneficial. Short was his 
ſpan, but how grand and extenſive were his ſervices ! 
So grand, that they bring more glory to GOD, than 
all the adminiſtrations of Providence, and all the 
phænomena of nature. So extenſive, that they ſpread 
in their gracious efficacy, to the ends of the earth, 
and to the cloſing period of time. Nay, they will 
diſuſe their bleſſed inflaence even to the ceieltial 
world, and have no other limits of their duration than. 
he ages of Sher” Cid: 5 
Moſt affectionately concerned for the welfare of 
mankind, he ſpent his ſtrength, not barely in relieving: 
them, when his aid was implored; but in /eekirg the 
afflicted, and offering his aſſiſtance. With great ſa- 
tigue T, he travelicd to remote cities; and with no 
leſs condeſcenſion, he viſited the meaneſt villages, that 
all might have the benefit and comfort of his preſence. 
Though multitudes of miſerable objzcts were brought 


to. him from every quarter, yet he was pleaſed even. 


to prevent the withes of the diſtreſſed, and went about 


doing gocd. nw 


He gave fight * and all the agreeable ſcenes of na. 
ture to the blind; health, and all the choice comforts, 


of 


+ JESUS being weary with his Journey, cu bes, John iv. 6. 
— 15 thus explained by 2 Greek c 1:entator, anus, 9 1 ext. 


Our LORD fat down, without ceremony and without complaint, even 


on the rough place: contented to ule it, juſt as he found it; neither 
deſiring a ſofter feat, nor wiſhing for ary better accom mod ation.— 


I rather think, the adverb refers to the preceding adjective ven 


exus, which ſignißes a ſtate of very great fatigue + weakening a 
perſon to ſuch a degree, that he can hardly walk with ſteady teps, 
or even fit in an bt attitude. The facred hiſter ian, ſeems to 
mean, that our LORD ſat in ſuch a poſture, as {poke the laſſitude 
of his body; declared the failare of his ſpirits; and fhewed him to- 
be ſpent with the heat of the day, anl the toll of travelling. 
Which circmaſtarce gives a moſt beautiful heig hte ning to his charity 
and zeal, fo generouſly and fo ſucceis fully exerted in the following 
conference. | | 5 e 

* Exqwpienio T0 faemerv, is the delicate and noble expreſſion of 
the Eeangeliſt, Luke vii. 21. He made them a preſent of fight. Sil. 
ww and gold had he none; but theſe were his gifts, ſuca were hit 
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of life, to the diſeaſed. He expelled malevolent ra- 
ging dzmons; and reſtored, what is more precious 
than the light of the body, or the vigour of the con- 
ſtitution, the calm poſſe ſſion of the intellectual facul- 


ties. — What greatly. ſurpaſſed all the preceding bieſ- 


ſings, he releaſed the wretched ſoul from the domi- 
nion of darkneſs, and from the tyrrany of ſin. He 


made his followers partakers of a divine 1 ds and 


prepared them for a ſtate of never ending bliſs. 


Such priceleſs treaſures of wiſdom and beneficence 
flowed from his tongue, and were poured from his 
hands !— How different theſe triumphs of mercy, from 


the trophies erected, by wild ambition, in the bloody 
| field ! If Heathens celebrated thoſe mighty butchers, 


who made cities their ſlaughter-houſe ; made half the 


globe their ſhambles ; and meaſured their merit, by 


the devaſtations they ſpread 5 how ſhould Chri/tians_ 


- admire this heavenly BENEFACTOR, who roſe up- 
on a wretched world, with healing under his wings! 


Who diſtributed, far and near, the unſpeakably- rich 


gifts of knowledge and holineſs, of temporal happineſs 
and eternal joy F 


Nor were theſe righteous acts his frange work, 


but his repeated, his hourly, his almoſt- inceſſant e- 


ploy. Sometimes we hear him preaching in the tem- 


ple, or publilhing his glad tidings in the ſynagogues. 
Sometimes we ſee him teaching in private houſes, or 


bringing forth the good things of his goſpel on the 
deck of a ſhip. At other times, he takes a mountain 
for his pulpit ; the heavens are his ſounding board; 

and all that have ears to hear, are invited to be his 
audienee.— Does he lay aſide his ſolemn office? It is. 
only to carry on the ſame defign, in a more condeſ- 
cending and familiar manner. If he meets with the 


Phariſees, he diſcovers their errors, and reproves their 
| vices; he confutes their objections, and (in caſe they 


are not abſolutely innacceſſible to wiſe counſel) reQi- 


fies their miſtakes. If he vouchſafes to be preſent at. | 
a a feaſt, he furniſhes the richeſt, incomparably the 
richeſt part of the treat. Honey and milk are under | 


F | 
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his tongue. He inculcates lowlineſs of mind on the 
vain ; he recommends diſintereſted charity to the 
ſc}fith ; and promiſes pardon to the weeping peni - 
tent 5. — Is he retired from other company, and ſure 
rounczQ only by his choſen attendants? His conver- 
ſation is a ſermon, Whether he fit in the inner cham- 
ber, or travel on the public road, or walk through 
the corn- fields, he is ſtill proſecuting his great work; 
training up his diſciples for their ſacred function; and 
imparting to them, what they way communicate to 
others — Is he retired from all company? Even then 

he does not diſcontinue his labours of love, but adds 
the fervent interceſſions, of the night, to the charita- 
td4ble toils of the day. Yes, when all but hioſelf lay 
ſunk in ſoft repoſe, this ADVOCATE for a guilty 
world was engaged in an exerciſe of benevolence : 
which, though ſecret and unobſerved as the falling 
dews, was far more beneficial to our belt . intereſts, 
than thoſe pearly drops to the languiſhing herbs. 
Moſt charming and unparalleled benignity! He 
forgot his daily food, regleded his neceilary reſt, to 
ſpend and be ſpent for the falvation of mankind. Net- 
ther the hardſhips of continual ſelf-denial, nor the 
calumnies of envenomed tongnres, could divert him 
from purſuing this favourite buſineſs — He ſought 
none of your honours, coveted none of your rewards, 
O ye children of men ! What he ſought, what he co- 
veted, was, to wear out his life in your ſervice; and 
lay it down for your ranſom, This was all his de- 
_ fire, and this indeed he deſired earneſtly.—He longed 
(beneficent, bleſſed BEING !) he longed for the fatal 
hour. He ſeverely rebuked one of his diſciples,” who 
would have diſſuaded him ſrom going as a voluntier 
to the croſs, He was even /iraitencd *, under a kind 


* Cant, iv. 11, | + Luke xiv. 8, 

4 Luke xiv. 12. = .- 0 Luke vii. a8; 5} 

Late xiv. 50. The original word cure Nj ſeems to,expreſs_ 
. the condition of a perſon wedged in, on every fide, by a tumuitu= 

| „„ © 
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of holy uneaſineſs, till the dreadful work was accom» 
pliſhed ; till he was baptiſed with the baptiſm of bis ſuf—- 
ferings, bathed in blood, and plunged in death. | 
By this moſt meritorious obedience and death what 
did he not deſerve? what did he not procure? He 
procured thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings, the pardon of 
ſin, and reconciliation with GOD ; procured them 
| 1 love unmerited and unmeaſurable !) ſor prodigals, 
for traitors, for rebels. — To this it is owing, that we, 
Who were enemies againſt GOD, may call the KING 
of heaven our Father; may have free acceſs to him 
in all. our difficulties; and may hope to reign with 
him in everlaſting glory. # 
Was ever goodneſs like this goodneſs * ? Were ever 
bleſſings comparable to theſe bleſſings; or purchaſed 


with ſucha price ?— Hide, hide, your diminiſhed heads, 


ye little tranſitory donations of filver and gold. The 
riches of a thouſand mines, beſtowed to feed the hun- 
ry and clathe the naked, are the moſt contemptible 
i 8 : trifles, 
dus throng of people. His hands are hampered, and his body is 
confined in a moving priſon : he is cruſhed, and hurried to and 
fro: he pants for breath, and is almoſt ſtifled in the crowd. How 


m.uſt ſuch a one long to be diſengaged from theſe very uneaſy eireum- 


ſtances! With equal ardour did our maſt beneficent LORD deſire 
thoſe ſufferings, which were to overwhelm him with diſtreſs, but 
exalt ws to happineſs; were to bathe his limbs in blood, but cleanſe 
our ſouls from ſin.— O. xx, ſays the fame hiſto: ian, ovv: xvo1 ot g 
«XoInCuoi, Luke viii. 48. 2 | 8 = 
* Codrus, it is true, devoted himſelf to dea h for the Athenians ; 


and Curtius threw himſelf into the yawning gulf, for the preſerva- 


tion of the Romans,—But theſe died, being mere creatures, and 
guilty creatures: whereas the dying FESUS was perfectly innocent, 
and ſupremely glotious,—Theſe died only a little before their time: 
but CHRIST died, though he had life in himſelf, and none could 
have taken it from him, had he not voluntarily reſigned it. Theſe 
died for their valuable friends, for their affectionate relations, for 
their native country : but CHRIST died for ſlaves, for enemies, for 
the ungodly.—They died an honcwurable death : but CHRIST ſub- 
mitted to the moſt ignominious execution; CHRIS T died under the 
 imputation of horrid crimes, and in the form of an execrable malefac- 
tor.—In all theſe inſtances, 2s the heavens are higher than the 
eat th, fo is CHRIS T's love greater than their love: his philanthropy 
ba n their airictiſm. „ N . 5 IN 


- 
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trifles, if mentioned with the charity of the teaching, 
the healing, the bleeding FESUS. Kingdoms given 
away in alms, if viewed with this infinitely noble be- 


neficence, would make juſt the ſame figure, as a ſpark 
from the ſummer-hearth, under the potent and bound- 


leſs blaze of noon.— This is indeed love that paſſeth 
knowledge ®, — e 
Amidſt all theſe miracles of power and of love, 
(any one of which would have entitled him to univer-- 
al admiration, and everlaſting honour.) how humble 
was our SAVIOUR! O humility —virtue dear to the 
moſt high GOD, and peculiarly amiable in men— 
ever didſt thou appear in fo charming a dreſs, or ſo 
triking a light. FFF i Ou Ok 
At his birth, not accommodated with a magnificent 


palace, but lodged in a ſtable, and laid in a manger, 


As he advanced in years, not attended with a royal 


_ equipage, or ſupplied from a royal revenue; but la- 
* bouring with his own hands, and earning his bread 


by the ſweat of his brow —When he entered upon 


his miniſterial office, not the leaſt oſtentatious parade 


appeared in the performance of all his wonderful 


works, 80 far, ſo very far from affecting the accla- 


mations of the populace, that he often impoſed filence 


on thoſe unſpeakably indebted-lips, which were ready 
to overflow with praiſe, and would fain have been the 


trumpets of his fame. . | 
Though a voice from heaven proclaimed him the 


BELOVED of his almighty FATHER ; he diſdain- 
ed not to own the ignoble character of the carpen- 


ter's 


* Eph. iii 19. This exp eſſi on, as alſo the principal eireumſtar ce 
of ſureriority t inte in ne receding note, arc founded on the di- 
vi ity of our LORD. And 1-4eed the expreſſion is ſcaree juſtifi- 
able, the aſſe on is hardly true upen any other ſuppeſition. A 


_ creature dying for & creature, is, I ough great, yet not incompre- 


beni le goodneſs. Bu, ich we view the ſufſcrings of CHRIST, 
and the bleſſings of den ion ſurrounded with all the fplerdor 
of the DEITY ; they iazzle our underſtanding, and fill us with 
holy aftonithment. Th y appea, to be he effects of a love, ncver 
to'be ſpoke of but in the language of wonder, never to be thought 
of but with an ecſtaſy of del gr. 5 8 5 e 


* 
o 
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ter's fon . Though PRINCE of the kings of the / 
eearth, he condeſcended to wath the feet of mean fiſh» 1 
' ermen, and vile ſinners f. Though PROPRIE- } 
TOR and LORD of the whole world, he was con- 
tent to be more deſtitute than the fowls of the air, or b 
the foxes of the deſart ; more deſtitute (aſtonithing t 
abaſement !) than the moſt ir/ignifcant and moſt hated 4 
— ˙ 35 IR 3 7 
Grandeur, we find, is apt to beget expectations of f 
ſaperior regard ; conſequently, gives a keener edge 
to every aſtront, and renders the mind more tenderly - 
ſeoſible of every diſireſpe®. But our LORD's mee A- t 
neſs was as great as his dignity; and that, through- jt 
out a ſeries of ſach arſufferable provocations, as were t! 
cmqualled by nothing, but the ſweetneſs of his forgiv- n 
When rudely affronted, he calmly bore, and kind- 0 
ly overlooked the inſult.— When contradicted by pe- < 
tulant and preſumfptusus ſinners, he endured, with x 
the utmoſt ſerenity of temper, their unreaſonable ca- 3. 
vils, and their obitinate perverſeneſs.— When his M d 
invitations, his moſt endearing invitations, were t 
ungratefully and ſtubbornly rejected; inſtead of re- T 
mitting, he renewed them; and, with ſtill warmer 6 
affection, importuned his hearers, not to ſorſake Heir 40 
oon mercies, nor to forego their own felieity.— When 10 
all the winning arts of perſuaſion were ineff e ctual, . « 
he added his tears to his ſlighted intreaties; and la- 6 
mented as a brother, when ſcornfully repulſed as a WM « 
f 5 5 
Though hit diſciples ſlept, ſtupidly ſlept, when his 60 
bitter cries pierced the clouds, and were enough to 6 
awaken the very ſtones into compaſſitr; did their di- 
vine but ſlighted MAS FER reſent the unkindaeſs ? 
Did he refuſe to admit an excuſe for their neglect? 
yea he made their excuſe; and that the moſt tender | 
and gracious imaginable ; The ſpirit is willing, but * hy 
ee „ 


Match. züt. 36. f John xiii. 14. f Matth, viii. 20. 


JJ. •˙ 


Y 
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fleſh is weak *,—When his enemies had nailed him to 
the croſs, as the baſeſt ſlave, and moſt flagitious ma- 


lefactor; when they were glutting their malice with 


his torments and blood; and ſpared not to revile him, 
even in his laſt expiring agonies; far, very far from 
being exaſperated, this HERO of heaven repaid all 
their contempt and barbarity, with the moſt fervent 


and effectual ſupplications in their behalf. FATHER, 


forgive them, was his prayer: for they know not ut 
they do , was his plea. 1 „„ 

Nor was his reſgnation leſs exemplary than his 
meekneſs, He went out to meet afflitions, when 
they came in his FATHER's name, and commiſfion- 
ed from his FATHER”s hand. He gave, without 


the leaſt reluctance, his back to the ſmiters, and hid 


not his face from ſhame and ſpy.ting, Though his 
ſoul, his very ſoul was penetrated with the keeneſt 
ſenſations of anguiſh; yet no inpatient thought diſ- 


compoſed his mind, no murmuring word forced its 


way from his lips. FATHER, not my will, but thine 


' be done t, was his language, when the ſorrows of 


death compaſſed him, and pains, inexpreſſibly ſeverer 
than the pains of diſſolution, came upon him. When 
« they gaped upon him with their mouth, and ſmote 
«© him upon the cheek reproachfully. When his face 
« was foul with ſpitting, and on his eye-lids was the 

& ſhadow of death. When G0 delivered him to 
% the ungodlly, and turned him over into the hands 
& of the wicked. Yea, when the ALMIGHTY ſet 


« him for the mark of his arrows, aud brake him 
ec with breach upon brea-h., When the weapons of 


& his wrath cleft his very reins aſunder, and poured 
e his gall upon the earth ||”. Amidſt all this ex- 


Matth. xxvi. q1. 1 Luke xxiii. 34. Luke xxii. 42. 
| Theſe tragical images are bottowed from the book of Job, who 
was an eminent type of a ſuffering SAVIOUR ; and, though they 
are the very eloquence of wo, t* cy dv nat exaggerate, they cannot 
expreſs, that incenceivable anguiſh, which wrung a bloody ſweat 
from our bleſled MASTER's bedy, and ſerced from his lips that 
Vor. II. 3 6 


m. ela a- | 
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quiſite diſtreſs, he ſinned not by the leaft irregular 
perturbation ; but bowed his head, and dutifully kiſ. 
ſed the divine rod, and cordially bleſſed his very mur. 
| rare. TOY 

Thus did the whole choir of a&ive and paſſive vir- 
tues abound and ſhine in our LORD; abound with 
the richeſt variety, and ſhine with the higheſt luſtre ; 
infinitely ſurpaſſing that curious aſſemblage of coſtly 
gems, which ſtudded the Aaronic breaſt-plate +; and 
as far as earthly things can repreſent heavenly, typi- 


_ fied the ſplendor and e of our REDEEMER's 
D ighteouſneſs, | 


'In all this, he ated and ſuffered, as GOD's righte- 


o ſervant, and as his people's righteous ſurety.— By 


all this, he fulfilled every jot and tittle of the divine 


law; nay, he more than fulfilled, he magnified it. 
He gave it (if 1 may apply the mot beautiful alluſion 
that ever was uſed, to the moſt momentous ſubject 
that ever was diſcuſſed) good meaſure, preſſed dewn, and 

haken together, and running over t. 

| He defied the moſt vigilant of his enemies to con- 

vince him of ſin.ä—A more malignant, a far more ſa- | 
gacious adverſary than the ſcribes and Phariſees, could 
detect no blemiſh in our LRD FESUS. The prince | 
of this world, that infernal tyrant, who had deceived | 
and enſlaved all the nations of the earth, came and 
Hound nothing in him * ; not the leaſt corruption in his 
5 nature, not the leaſt defect in his obedience. 
He hath done all things well , was the general ac- a 
dclamation of mankind; or, as the words may be 

rendered, he hath done all things fnely and grace- 
fully |} with” every circumſtance that can conſtitute 
the propriety and dignity, the utility. and * of 
action. 


1 have 


0 8 e u y foul 3 is ſorrowful, — ſerreu- 
| Tul, ſorrou ful even unto death, See Job xvi. | | 
+ Exod. xxviti- I7, 18, 19, 20% Luke vi. 38. 
* John xiv. 30, $ Mark vü. 37 Bt: Kang: 
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I have glorified thee on earth g, was his own profeſ- 
fion before the moſt high GOD. I have glorified 
thee, in all that I ated, in all that I uttered, in all 
that I ſuffered. I have diſplayed the magnificence of 
thy majeſty, the riches of thy grace, and the honour 
of all thy attributes. Inſomuch, that whoſe ſeeth ME, 


ſeeth the FATHER * ; whoever is properly acquaint- 


ed with my perſon and my work of redemption, ſees 
the inviſible and knows the incomprehenſible DEITY, 
ſees his venerable, his amiable, Eis adorable perfec- 


tions, in the dearelt mirror, and in the brightelk 
light . 


OD alſo, who is the ſupreme Gan ed and uner- 


ring judge of excellency, bore his teſtimony to our 


bleſſed MEDIATOR. He ſpoke it once, yea twice, 


aud with a voice from heaven.—In the conſtitution of 
the waterial world, when it came forth ſrom the 
_CREATOR's band. Omniſcience itſelf could diſcern 


no flaw. Neither could Juſtice itſelf, upon the ſtric- 


teſt inquiry, diſcover any failure in the obedience of 


our SURETY. As therefore it was ſaid, concernin 
the works of creation, They are all very good f 5 


| fo it was ſaid, concerning our SAVIOUR, and by 


the ſame my MAJESTY, In him 7 am well 


Pleaſed ||. 


You took notice, and very juſtly, how much the 
productions of nature exceed and eclipſe the attempts 


of human ſkill, We are pleaſed with the per forman- 
ces of the painter: but do they equal the native bluſh 


of the roſe, or the artleſs glow of a pea-bloſſom ? We 
are charmed with a fine ore of ann.. but is it 
§ John xvii. 4. John 25. 45. 


+ Ther: fore CHRIST is faid to be awauſacoua vue Sotns. Heb: 
i. 3. In other objects, we have only ſome obſcure footſteps, or dim 


traces; here we have the who/e glory of the GODHEAD ͤ And 


not barcly the glory, but the wery brightneſs of the FA THER's 
glory ; ; or, all the divine perfections beaming forth with —_— 


that 1 By with ineffable and inte ſplendor. 


4 Gen: 5. „ Matth. ui. 17. 


N 2 
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fit to be compared with the natural poliſh of a thou- 
ſand ſhells which are formed in the ocean, or a thou- 
ſand ſeeds which ſpring from the earth? We admire 
the virtues of the ancient ſaints z men “ that were 
1 honoured in their generation, and the glory of 
 & their times f.“ We admire the meekneſs of Moſet, 


and the magnanimity of Elijab, the exalted piety of 
Tfaiah, and the enlarged wiſdom of Daniel; the active 


ſpirit of Jaſbua, and the paſſive graces of Jeremiah. 
But what proportion, put them all together, —what 


proportion do they all bear to HIS obedience, who is 
: gore into heaven, angels, and authorities, and powers 


being made ſubjeft unto him f Who is called the HO- 
LV ONE and the FUST 95 ; not only by way of em- 


 Phaſis, but by way of excluſſon; becauſe no perſon is 
_ worthy of the character, no duties deferve to be men- 


| tioned, when CHRIST and his merits are under con- 
VVV N 5 
Ik then we talk of merit, what merit muſt there be 

in ſuch immaculate ſanctity of ſoul, and ſuch exem- 
plary holineſs of conduct; ſuch ardent zeal for GOD, 
and ſuch compaſſionate good-will to man; ſuch con- 
ſummate worthineſs, and extenfive uſefulneſs; fuch 
as were utterly unknown before; have been abſolute» 
Iy unequalled ſince ; and never will, nor can be pa- 


ralleled throughout all ages !—-O my Theron ! what 


is the drop of a bucket to the unfathomable waves of 


the ocean? What is a grain of ſand to the unmeaſu · 
rable dimenſions of the univerſe ? What is an hour 


or a moment to the endleſs revolutions of eternity? 


Such are all human endowments, and all human at- 


tainments, compared with HIS righteouſneſs, who is 
| fairer than the children of men || ; the chiefe/i among 


ten thoufand ſ ; and who received not the SPIRIT by 


_ meaſure |}. 


Think not, that what I have written is the lan- 
zusage of rant. It is a paraphraſe, though, I muſt 


_ confeſs, 
t Ecclus xliv. 7. - EY Pet. il. 22. $ Acts ili, 14. 
Plal. xv. 2. — 1 


Canyic, v. 10. tt John iii. 34. 


— 
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confeſs, but a ſcanty paraphraſe, on David's practice 
and David's taith. My mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy righ- 


teouſneſs and thy ſalvation all the day y, for I know 
not the numbers thereof. The glorious righteouſneſs 


; of CHRIST, and the great ſalvation obtained there- 
by, he declares, ſhall be the choſen, the principal ſub. 
} ject of his diſcourſe. And not on a Sabbath only, 


but on every day of the week, of the year, of his life. 
And not barely at the ſtated returns of ſolemn devo. 
tion, but in every ſocial interview, and all the day 
hng.—Why will he thus dwell, perpetually and inva- 


'& Pſal. Ixxi. 18. L cannot but obſerve, that righteouſneſs and 
falvation are frequently connected, by the author of the pſalms, 
* and by the prophet Jaiah in order to intimate, that the one is 
[ founded on the ether; the latter derives its origin from the former 

there can be no falvation without a righteouineſs, a real, proper, 
lau fulſi ling righteouſoeſs.— At the ſame time, | am ſenſible, that 
the word righteouſneſs may ſignify GOD's goodneſs in making, and 
* faithfulneſs in performing his promiſes unto David. Salvation 
may likewiſe denote the delivery of that affficted hero from all his 
perſecutors, and his eſtabliſhment on the throne of Iſrael. | 
But if we ſhould confine the ſenſe to theſe. narrow limits, how 

comfartleſs the favour even to David kimſelf, conſidered as an im- 
mortal being! How much more 7»/ignificart to us and others, on 

whom the ends of the world are come! And how very znworthy of 

that infinite GOD, who is the Father of the ſpirits of all ffeſh 5 who 
ſees, at one view, whatever is, or has been, or ſhall exiſt; who 
therefore, when he ſpeaks, ſpeaks to all his children, in every pe- 

riod of time, and in every nation under heaven. As much as a 

tutor, when delivering his lectures, addreſſes himſelf to all his pu · 

pils, whether they ſit at his right hand or his left, before him or 

on every ſide. | | / 3 

Whereas, if righteouſneſs fignifies the meritorious obedience of 

CHRIST, and falvation implies che beneffts of his redemption, the 

fenſe is no longer ſhrivelled, impoveriſhed, and mean; but rich, au- 

guft, and magniftcent. It pours conſolation among all people, kin- 
dreds, and tongues. It is worthy of that GOD, who ſeeth the 
| things and regardeth the perſons,. uw hich are not as though they 
were, It comports exactly with that revelation, in which CHRIST 
ery Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, the ſum 
2 t {ES | | 3 | 
EE: This note is already too long; otherwiſe I ſhould take leave t 
| gratify my inclination, and give a fanttion. to my {emiment by 
thauſcribing Vuringa's ee of J. Av. 8. 
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riably dwell, on this darling theme? Becauſe he knew 
no end thereof. It is impoſlible to meaſure the value, 
or exhault the fulneſs of theſe bleſſings. The righte- 


___ ouſneſs. is unſpeakable, the ſalvation is everlaſting, 


To compnte the duration of the one, numbers fail; 


do deſcribe the * of che other, words are at a 


boſs: 


_ And i is this righteouſoeſs ene for us © Ts this 


to be our wedding- -dreſs, this our beautiful array, 


when we enter the regions of eternity ? Unſpeakable 
priviledge! Is this what GOD has provided to ſap- 


Fo ply, more than ſupply our loſs in Adam! Boundleſs 
benignity !—Shal} ave be treated by the Judge of the 
World, as if we had performed all this unſinning and 


perfect obedience? Well might the prophet cry out, 
like one loſt in aſtoniſhment, How great is his goodneſs ! 
Als not your heart enamoured, my dear Theron, with 


a view of this incomprehenſibly rich grace? What ſo 


5 excellent, what ſo comfortable, what ſo defirable, as 


this gitt of a SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs ? though 


delineated by this feeble pen, methinks, it has a dig- 
nity and glory enough, to captivate our hearts and 
fire our affections; fire them with ardent and inextin- 
guiſhable deſires after a perſonal intereſt and proprie- 


ty in it.—0O may the eternal SPIRIT reveal our 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs, in all. its heavenly 

beauty and divine luſtre ! Then, I am ſure, we hall 

eſteem it above every thing ; we ſhall regard it as the 


one thing needful ; we ſhall count all things in compa · 
riſon of it, worthleſs as the chaff, and empty as the 
2 wind, TT. 


To an 1e and fallen foul, every thing elſe is 
empty as the wind; but here finners may 'ſuck-and be. 


ſatisfied with this breaſt of conſolation : yea thouſands 
and thouſands of millions may milk out, and be delight-+ 


ed with the abundance of its glory *.—Here we thall 
find the e of ene, no longer : 2 ee 


ng 1 n Aden wait. 
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but a delightful reality. Here indeed is an immenſe 
ſurpluſage, an inexhauſtible fund of merit +, ſufficient 
to enrich a whole world of indigeut and miſerable 
creatures; ſufhicient to make their cup run over with 


a ſuperabundant fulneſs of peace and joy, ſo long as 
time ſhall laſt, and when time ſhall be no more. For 


to uſe the apoltle's weighty argument, // by one man's 


offence, dearh reigned by ene; much more they which re- 
ceive abundance of grace, and of the giſt of righteouſneſs, 
ſhall reign in life by one, FESUS CHRIST *. It one 


offence, committed by one were man, made all his 
poſterity chargeable with guilt, and liable to death; 


now MUCH MORE ſhall the manifold inſtances of our 


divine REDEEMER's obedience ; of his long, unin- 


terrupted, conſummate righteouſneſs :—how much 

more ſhall! they abſolve all his people from condem- 
nation and puniſhment, and entitle them to the ho- 
nours and joys of immortality! _ | RIS ov 


Which will appear in a clearer light, if, to the per- 


fection of his obedience, we add the maj:/?y of his 
| perſon. A proper ſubject this for ſome future letter. 
In the mean time, let me deſire my friend, the 
friend of my boſom, to contemplate our LORD FE- 


SUS under that lovely and auguſt character, GLor1- 


ous In Hotinsss 1. And, for my part, I will not 
_ ceaſe to pray, that a ſenſe of this ſupereminently- | 
grand and precious righteouſneſs may be written on 
my Theron's heart, — On thoſe living tables, may it be 
like figures cut on a rock of ſolid marble, or inſcribed 
on the bark of a growing tree; be laſting in its du- 
ration as the former, and ſpreading in its iufluence aa 


2 „ the 


4 Yet here is no rich fund (as a learned wiiter aſſerts, no fund zt 


all, for the Pope's treaſury of meritorious ſuperercgating ſtians: un- 


| leſs CHRIST and the Pope are to be placed upon the fame footing; 
unleſs the ineffably excellent obedience of a divine REDEEMER, 

and the miſerably- defective duties of ſinful men, are to be deemed. 

_ equally valuable.—Sincè this will hardly be admitted by Prote/tants ; 


] believe, Aſpaſio may ſaſcly call the obedience of CHRIST, the 
true ſupereregation ; as Mr Ambroſe has called the bluod of CHR 
tbe. true purgatory. . | | 

| Kom. v. 17, } Exed. xv. 11. 
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the latter. —Tt will then be a ſure proof, that his name 
is written in the book of life; and it ſhall then be a 
pleaſing pattern for „ | w_ 
5 the affedtion, 
tie gratitude, 
| and the friendſhip of 


. his AsPaAr0. 


P. S. You give a moſt aſtoniſhing account of the 
preſſure of the atmoſphere. Aſtoniſhing indeed! that 
| we ſhonld be continually furronnded, continually 


overwhelmed, with ſuch a tremendous load; and not 
de cruſhed to death, no, nor be ſealible of the leaſt 


weight —This, I think, may ſerve to repreſent the 
ſtate of a ſinner, unawakened from carnal ſecurity, 
Loads, more than mountainous loads of guilt, are ups 
on his ſoul, and he perceives not the burden, For 


this reaſon, he is under no apprehenſions of the ven- 


geance and fiery indignation, which he deſerves ; be 
| has no ſuperlative eſteem for the atonement and me- 
rits of the REDEEMER, which alone can deliver 
him from the wrath to come. But, if once his cone» 
| feience feels, what his lips, perhaps, have often re- 
peated ; We do earneſtly repent us of theſe our 
4 miſdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous 
e unto us, the burden of them is intolerable ;** then 
How will he prize ſuch a text: The LORD laid on 
CHRIST the inignity of us all ! How will he long for 
an intereſt in the LAMB of GOD, which taketh away 
the fon of the world) Then that FESUS who has 
finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, and brought in everlaſting 


righteouſneſs, will be all his lalvation, and all his deſire. 
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Da Tu ERON, 


I HAVE juſt been reading that exquiſitely fine 
piece of ſacred hiſtory, the life of Foſeph, A hi- 
ſtory, —filled with ſurpriſing incidents, and unexpect- 
ed revolutions ; adorned with the moſt heroic inſtan- 
ces of triumphant virtue, both amidſt the allurements 
of temptation, and under the preſſures of affliction ; 
—animated with ſuch tender and pathetic, ſuch mel- 
ting and alarming touches of natural eloquence, as 
every reader muſt fee/, and every true critic will ad- 
When I came to that remarkable injunction, with 
which the generous viceroy diſmiſſed his brethren ;_ 
Ye ſhall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt ;—I 
pauſed, —I pondered,—I was ſtruck. Certainly this 
was injoined, not by way of oſtentation; but on ac- 
count of the pleaſure, which, he knew, it would yield 
the good old patriarch. —Was it ſome kind prompting 
angel, or the voice of gratitude and devotion, that 
whiſpered in my ear? © Should not the children of 
* men likewiſe tell one another of al/ the glory , which 
ODE, : - 8 their 


: ; > * Gen. Alv. 19. N 5 ; ; * 

+ To ſee the glory of CHRIST, is the grand bleſſing. whieh our 
LORD ſolicits and demands for his diſciples in his laſt folemu in- 
terceſſion, John xvii. 24 It is that which will complete the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of heaven, and fill its inhabitants with joy unſpezkable and 
glorious. —Surcly, then, we ſhould endeavour to anticipate, in ſome. 
degree, that celeſtial bliſs ; and habituate our ſouls to this facred ex- 

erciſe, which will be our buſineſs and our reward to endleſs ages. 
Should the reader deſire affiftance in this important work, I 
would refer him to al ttle treatiſe of Dr wen's, entitled, Medila- 
Nons en the ghry of CHRIST. —T'is little in ſize, not fo in value. 
Was I to ſpeak of it, in the claſſical ſtyle, I fhould cl] it, aur cus, 
gemmeus, meiluus. But I would rather ſay, it is richly os x 

; | _ . 5 wit 
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&« their REDEEMER poſſeſſes in heaven and on 


earth? Will not this afford them the ſublimeſt plea- 


, ſure here, and be a fource of the moſt refined ſatiſ- 
« faction for ever and ever?” 


Though I had almoſt determined to write no more, 


till you could make a demand upon the foot of 


value received, willingly I recede from my intended 
reſolution, and obey this pleaſing hint. Hut who can 
declare the noble acts of the LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
or ſhew forth all his praiſe *— However, if I may but 
liſp out his adorable name, and preſent my friend 
with a g/impſe, or a broken view of his divine perfec - 
tions, even chis will be deſirable and delightful ; far 
more defirable and delightful, than to behold Rome 
in its magnificence St. Paul in the pulpit, or —_ 
Solomon on his throne . 

Let me take the lart for my pattern ; which, as 1 
was lately returning from an evening-ramble, attrac - 
| ted my obſervation.—Warbling her CREATOR's 
Praiſe, ſhe mounted in the ſerene ſky. Still ſhe war 
dled, and ſtill ſhe mounted, as though ſhe meant to 
carry her tribute of harmony unto the very gates of 
heaven, Having reached, at laſt, her bigheſt cleva- 


tion, and perceiving herſelf at an immenſe diſtance ' 


from the ſtarry manſions, ſhe dropped on a ſudden to 
the earth; and diſcontinued, at once, both to ſing, 
and to ſoar. Now the morning appears, and is a- 
wakening the world, our little ſongſter returns her 
throat, and re exerts her wings.—As I have epdea- 
voured, very imperfectly endeavoured, to ſtrike out 
2 lhadowy draught of our LORD's complete obedi- 
ence; 1 would, though unequal to the taſk, once 
more reſume: my Pets. and attemp;—aothing like a 
: diſplay, 


with that un * from the H Lr ONE, wh! ch tends 1 to enlighten 
the Jes, and cheer the heart; which ſweeter's the enjoymenis of 
life, ſoftens the horrors of death, and Prepares for the fruition» of 
eternity. 
IM Theſe, if I remember right, are the three things, which 


St Auguſtine e would, of all others, moſt mint greet 
uy curiefi 7. 


1 _ "th 


together, AV 
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diſplay, but only a faint ſketch of his e/ential dig- 


Firſt let me obſerve, that, for ſome time paſt, we 
have been viſited. with the moſt uncomfortable wea- 
ther; denwle/s nights, and ſultry days, The firma- 
ment was more like a glowing furnace, than the 
region of refreſhing rain.— The earth lay parched 
with thirſt, and chapped with heat. The meadows 


were drained of their humidity, and all the flowers 


hung their fading heads.—The ſtreams, which uſed 
to flow parallel with the verdant margin, abandoned 


their banks; and ſunk, diminiſhed and diſcoloured, 


to the bottom of their 00zy channels. Nature in ge- 
neral ſeemed to be reſigning the “ robe of beauty, 
« for the garment of heavineſs.“ Drought was in all 
our borders; and famine, we feared, was not far be- 


hind.—Though clouds of duſt obſcured the air, tarniſh- 


ed the hedges, and almoſt ſmothered the traveller; 
yet not one cloud of feecy white appeared, to varie- 
gate the blue expanſe, or give us hopes of a reviving 
ſhower “*. 5 | % Wigs t, 

It reminded me of that awful threatening, denoun- 
ced by Moſes on a wicked people: The heaven. that 
is over thy head, ſhall be braſs: and the earth, that is 
under thee, ſhall be iron .- It made me apprehenſive 
of that terrible ſtate, which the prophet ſo emphati- 
cally deſcribes: The field is waſted, and the land mourn- 
eth. The ſeed is rotten under the cleds, and the har- 
veſt periſheth. The garners are laid deſolate, and the 


barns are broken down. —T he new wine is dried up; 


the oil languiſheth ; and all the trees of the field are 
N e withered. 


* At ſuch a juncture, bow pertinent is the queſtion, prepoſed 


by the almighty MAJESTY ? Job xxxviii. 39, 38. Who can num- 


ber, muſter ot arrange, the clouds in wiſdem ? ſo as to have them 
ready at hand, on any emergency. And whe can emply thoje bottles 
of heaven, in copious but ſeaſonable effufhens upon the earth? 
when,” a in the eaſe deſcribed above, the duſt of the roads is atenue- 
ted into powder, dx Npx2 and the clods of the valley are glued faſt 


- + Deut. xxviii. 23 | 
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 avithered.— How do the beaſts groan ! the herds of cattle 
are FRE Yea, the flocks of ſheep are made deſo. 


late. Becauſe the rivers of waters are dried up, and 
the fire bath devoured the paſtures of the wilderneſs g. 
But, blefſed be the divine PROVIDENCE, our 
fears are vaniſhed, and a moſt joyful change has 
taken place. The LORD hath ſent 4 gracious rain 
upon his inheritance, and refreſhed it when it was 
Yeſterday in the afternoon, the wind ſhifting to the 
ſouth, rouſed the dormant clouds, and brought ſome 
of thoſe agreeable ſtrangers on its wings. — At firſt, 
they came failing in ſmall, and thin, and ſcattered 
parties. Anon, the flying fquadrons advanced in 
larger detachments, more cloſely wedged, and more 
deeply laden. Till at laſt, the great rendezvous come 
pleted, they formed into a body of ſuch depth, and 
extended their wings with ſuch a ſweep, as darkened 
the ſun, and overſpread the whole hemiſphere. | 
Juſt at the cloſe of day, the gales which eſcorted 
the ſpongy treaſures, retired ; and conſigned their 
charge to the diſpoſal of a profound calm. Not a 
breeze ſhook the moſt tremulous leaf, Not a curl 
ruffled the ſmooth expanſive lake. All things were 
ſtill, as in attentive expectation. The earth ſeemed 
to gaſp after the hovering moiſture, Nature, with 
her ſuppliant tribes, in expreſſive pleading ſilence, 
ſolicited the falling fruitfulneſs; nor pleaded long, 
nor ſolicited in vain . 
The /howers, gentle, ſoft, and balmy, deſcend. 
The veſſels of heaven unload their precious freight, 
and enrich the penurious glebe. Through all the 
night, the liquid ſweetneſs, incomparably more be- 
neficial than trickling ſilver, diftils ; ſhedding herbs, 
and fruits, and flowers.—Now the ſun, mild and re- 
fulgent, iſſues through the portals of the eaſt. Pleas» 
| ſed, as it were, to have emerged from the late aggra- 
vated darkneſs, he looks abroad, with peculiar 844 
5 e aan h Re 


1 Joel i. 10. Cc. S ral lxvih. 9. 
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and the moſt engaging ſplendors. He looks through 


the diſburdened air, and finds a gladdened world, 


that wants nothing but his a// cheering aan to ren- 
der its ſatisfaction complete. 


The glory comes Hail te thy riſing ray, 


Great lamp of light, and ſecond ſource of day! 
Who robe the world, each nipping gale remove, 


| Treat every ſenſe, and beam creating love 0 


At his auſpicious approach, the frelhoned moun- 
tains liſt their heads, and ſmile. The garden opens 


its aromatic ſtores; and breathes, as from a fumin 
altar, balm to the ſmell, and incenſe to the ſkies. The 
little hills, crowned with ſpringing plenty, clap their 


hands on every ſide. The moiſtened plains, and ir- 


riguous valleys, /augh and fing. While their waters, 


lately exhauſted, again are made deep, and their rivers 
run like oil &. 


The whole earth \ ſaturated with the bounty of 1 
ven, and fuſhed wich humid lite, wears a thouſand 
marks of gratitude and complacency, Waſhed by 
the copious rain, how bright and vivid is the univerſal 


verdure ! The green carpet below may almoſt vie with 


the blue :anopy above.—The foreſt, and every tree, 
burniſh their colours, and array themſelves in their 
fineſt apparel : which, as on a day of general feſtivi- 
ty, is delicately decked with gems ; gems of unſulli- 


ed luſtre, and of genial moilture.—From every pa- | 


ſture, and from all the grove, the voice of pleaſure 
and of melody reſounds. While the officious zephyrs 


waft the floating harmony, blended with native per- 
fumes ; gently waft them to the ſenſes, and touch the _ 


very ſoul with tranſport. 


Could there be a more brilliant appearance, or more 


exuberant 
* Theſe beautiful lines are ad from the IP Ap IECE, can- 


to IV. A narratory, philoſophical, and deſcripuve n written 


by my ingenious friend, Dr irkratrick. | 
1 Ezek. xxxii, bu 
| Vol. II. 0 
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exuberant demonſtrations of joy, even to celebrate 
the anniverſary of nature's birth? With what admi- 
rable propriety has the P/almift compared yonder ori- 
ent ſun, in all his ſparkling grandeur, to a young 
exulting bridegroom f; who comes forth, with e very 
| Heightened ornament from his chamber, to ſhew him- 
ſelf in the moſt diſtinguiſhed period of his life, and 
to receive the bleſng which eonſummates his pps 
neſs! 
This moſt charming and analy majeſtic ſcene, re- 
calls to my memory that fine deſcription of the MES- 
SIAH, extant in the laſt lovely ſtrains of the 7ſrael- 
iliſb ſwan *: HE hall be welcome and ſalutary as the 
light of the morning ; when the ſun ariſeth, to chaſe the 
. e ſhades, and pour day through the reviving 
world. He ſhall be as the light of a morning, that is 
moſt ſerenely fair; without either Norms to diſturb. or 
clouds to obſcure the glorious, the delightful dawn, 
Vea, his appearance ſhall be more beautiftl, and his in- 


; e more Seneficial T, than the clear ' ſhining of that. 


— grand 
O27 | + P: al „ | 
ac uſh lan. —In alluſion to thoſe well- known * of the 


To:, 7 e 


Multa Dirceum levat aura ebam. | 


; And not without a reference to the popular notion, that the ſwan Þ 
ſings the moſt melodious notes in its laſt moments. Fuit hec fa- Þ 


cundi ſeris quaſi cygnea vox.  TvLLyY. 


4 More beautiſu}, more bencficial than the clear ſtinixg, 2 Sam. 
xxili. 4.— Thus we have veutured to tranſlate, or rather to para- 
phraſe, the words 7222. That the prefix h often occurs in the” 


acceptation of comparative pre. mine nce, is plain from a very re- 
warkably pa {age in Pſal. xix Io. Where our in' fired author, 
quite raviſhed with the love of the ſacred oracles, deelares, They 

are deſirab/; beyond gold, even beyond the droppings of the honeycomb, 
If this ſenſe is admitted, we ſhall bave a fine compariſon, and a 
gran advance upon it; ackn >wledying the in/#fficiency even of the 
3 1214 ard brighteſt imeges, 'o repreſent the glory of C2RIST's 
kingdom, and the benignicy of his adminiſtration —Perhajs the 
tranſlation may be too free and darivg, and not approve itſelf to 
the exact critic. The ſenſe, however, is urqueſtionably juſt ; a- 
grecable to the u hole tenor of ſeripture; and can want uo recom: 
| meudation to the intelligent og . 
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grand luminary, after a night of ſettled gloom, and 
ſhowers of inceſſant rain. When his beams {hed ani- 
mating warmth, and vital luſtre, on the tender graſs 
impearled with dews, and on all the green treaſures 


of the teeming earth. 


As we have already contemplated the bleſſ-d E- 
SOS, under the amiable character of the JUST ONE; 
the foregoing paſſage of ſeripture repreſents him to 
our faith, in the more majeſtic quality of VHE LORD 
OF GLORY ; or rather unites the two grand peculi- 
arities, Which render hin anparalleled in his perſonal. 
and all ſuficiznt in his mediatorial capacity. +» R 

Great, unſpeakably great and glorious would our 


SAVIOUR appear, if we had no other manifeſtations 


of his excellency, than thoſe which preceded his my- 
ſterious incarnation.— In the ancient ſcriptures he 
ſtands characterized, as the ſaprzme obj d of GOD's 


ineffable complacency; veſted with a glory, prior to 


the birth of time, or the exiſtence of things; even the 


glory which he had with the FATHER, before the. 


world was F,—H2 is every where exhibited, as the ule 


timate deſire of all nations; the ſole hope of all the 


ends of the earth; the ſeed, of ineſtimable and uni- 
verſal importance, in whom all people, nations, and 
languages ſhould be bleſſed.— In thoſe royal, or rather 
divine ads and monuments, he is publicly recognized, 
as the RULER of GOD's people; whoſe dominion 
is an everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom from ge- 
neration to generation. And how auguſt, how vene- 


rable, is this SOVEREIGN! fince it was the high- 


eſt honour of the moſt erninent ſaints, and renowned 
monarchs r, to act as his harbingers. The ſplendor of 
the temple, the richneſs of its ornaments, and the ſo- 
lemnity of its ſervices, were the enſigns of his gran- 
| = e 1 de ur; 
| „„ 5 *- Toa dell s. 5 | | 
+ Mofes, for inſtance, and F-ſbua, David, and Solomon, were 


typ's, ſtrongly-marked type, of our great LAWGiVER and 
DELLVERER, of our divine RULER and PREACHER, 


O2 


160 ASPASIO ro THERON. Let. 8. 
deur 3 were his ſacred rega/ia, intended to uſher him 
into the world with becoming ſtate. - | 
Every inſpired prophet was his herald; deputed to 
dlazon his perfections, or foretel his coming. Let us 
bear one ſpeaking the ſentiments of all. GOD the 
SAVIOUR came from Teman, and the HOLY ONE 
from mount Paran. His glory covered the heavens, and 
the earth was full of his praiſe “. Thunders founded 
his trun pet, and lightenings waved his banners. Be- 
fore him went the peſiilence, for the deſtruction of his 
enemies; but, for the deliverance of Jfrael. he rode 
upon bis borſes and chariots of ſalvation. The moun - 
| tains ſaw him, and they trembled ;. the everlaſting bills, 
| and they bowed their heads, The abyſs uttered her 


voice, and acknowledged his ſovereignty through her 


deepeſt caverns ; the towering ſurges f liſted up their 
_ &ands, and remained in a ſuſpended poſture, while his 
people paſſed through their opening hnes.—tIndeed, 
both depth, and height, and every creature, have paid 
him homage, and done him ſervice. And ſhall not 

we, my dear Theron, ſubmit to his righteouſcſs ? Sub- 


© See Hab. ii. The greateſt part of which ſublime ode refers to 
the wonderful works recorded by Moſes and Foſhua. It ſeems, eſ- 


pPpoeially in the exordium, to be an imitation of that grand and 


majeſtic deſcription, with which the Jewiſh legiſlator introduces his 
| laſt ſolemn benediction, Deut. 'xxxiii,—Theſe works are by Aſpa ſio 
| aſcribed to CHRIST, And, I think, it is demonſtrably certain, 


that FESUS CHRIST is the JEHOV AH celebrated in the hooks of | 
 Mofes, and in the writings of the prophets. It is CHRIST. who 


delt in the burning buſh, and walked in the burning fiery furnace, 
It is CHRIST, who wrought the miracles in Egypt, and the won» 
ders in the field of Zoen. The temporal deliverer, and the eter- 
nal REDEEMER of L1frael, are one and the ſame —He is that 
Captain of the h:fts of the LRD, who. gave the nations as duſt to 
| their ſword, and as driven ſtubble to their bow, Joſh. v. 14 —He 
| is that mighty One, who punithed the ſtout heart of the king of Af, 
fyria; who cut down the thickets of his foreſt, and lopped his 
Ddough with terror, If. x. 34.—lle gave Moſes his commiſſion ; gave 
Mefes his law; and was both the LORD, ard the end, of that fa- 


cred, ſignifcant, myſterious economy. Compare 1 Cor. x. 9, 


with Numb. xxi. 6, 7. See Dan. ili. 25. Heb. iii. 3, 4 


dn which, I thitk, is put in oppoſition to UN and 


forms a beautiful contraſt, ver. 120. 
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mit! ſhall we not embrace it; rely on it; and, with 
joyfol hearts, with triumphant tongues, ſay, There is 
none, there is nothing /ike iti“ 3 
Does not all mankind agree to eſtimate the merit 
of the practice, according to the dignity of the perfon ? 
If a neighbour of inferior rank viſit ſome poor afflicted 
wretch, in a coarſe parret, and on a tattered bed; it 
is no very extraordinay favour. But if a Jady of the 
firſt diſtinction, or a nobleman of the higheſt order, 
perform the ſame office; it is a much more remarkable, 
a much more admired inſtance of ſelt-denying chari- 
ty. On the foot of this calculation, to what a ſuper + 
eminent height will the worthineſs of our LORD's 0+ 
bedience rife! It will rife, like ſome magnificent edifice, 
whoſe baſis reſts upon the centre, whoſe dimenſions 
fill the hemiſphere; and whoſe turrets glitter in the 
ſky, Or rather, it will extend itſelf to immenſity ; 
where length, and breadth, and all dimenſions are 
loſt. Eſpecially, if we confider—the zames he bears, 


and the honours he receives ;—the works he has done, 


and thoſe mightier works he is appointed to do, 


The names he bears. —The title by which ZESUS of 
Nazareth is diſtinguiſhed in the heavenly world; the- 
nam? written on his veſture, and on his thigh, is VG 


of kings, and LORD of lords f The deſeription, 


which the incomprehenſible JEHOVAH gives of the 
Surety for ſinlul men, runs in this exalted ſtrain; The 
man that is MY FEELOW H. Which the apoſtle ex- 
5 Pais, 


1 Sam. xxi. 9. + Rev. xix 16. 
I Zech xili. 7, Wyw- C-ntribulis vel coequalis; my fellow, or my 
equ1l.—The original exp eſſion occurs no where, but in this verſe- 
of Zechariah, and in the book of Leviticus. In one text it is ex= 
plained by brother, or partaker of the ſame nature. In every other 
place, I believe it will be found to ſignify, not barely a neighbour, 
but an equal; one ho ſtands upon the ſame level, with regard to 
the cl.ims of equity, and the common rights of life. —In either- 
ſenſe, it militates ſtrongly for the livinity of our LOAD JESUS 


| O 3 
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| plains, in that m2morable and majeſlie elauſe; He 
eugbt it no robber, to be equal with GOD *;— The 
HOLY GHOST, ſpeaking by the prophet Jaiab of 


the virgin's ſon, enumerates ſeveral grand diſtinctions, 
both of his perſon, and his office. He ttyles the child 


that ſhould be born, te WONDER FU L CON. 


SELLOR, / EVERLASTING FATHER, the 
MIGHTY GOD, % PRINCE OF PLACE . 


The ſame inſpired writer, though eloquent aboye all 
_ erators, and more ſublime than the Jotticſt poet, cries 
VVV out 


Pz)dil. ii. 6. Some writers, Jam aware, have endeavoured to in- 
ter prete away this evidence of our LORD's divine nature; but L 
think with great injury to the context, and no leſs violence to the 
ph xraſe. N „ 5 | | 
Apnaſpog, as far as I can obſerye, denotes, not the prize or ſpoil, 
but the aft of plundering or taking the tpoil: ipſa rapie udi actio. 
Vid. STEPH. Th:ſaur, Græc. ling. —If ſo, the text moſt naturally 
implies, that CHR counted it no act of robbery ; no invaſion of 
anather's prerogative ; but looked upon i' as his urqueſtionable. 
ight, to be equal with GOD, and to receive divine hononrs.—Ne- 
_ wertbeleſs (anna Rom. v. 14.) he was fo far from tcn=ciouſly in- 
_ fitting upon, that ke willingly relinquiſhed the claim. He was eon- 


/ 


tent to forego the magnificent diſtinctions of the CREATOR, and. 


to appear in the form of a creature: nay, to be made 14 the likeneſs 

of the fallen creatures; and not only to ſhare the diſgiaze, but to- 
_ ſuffer the puniſhment, due to the meaneft and vileſt among them all. 
An example of humility, worthy to be diſplayed by the elo- 


quence of an apoſtle, or the tongue of an archangel ! worthy to bs 


the everlaſting pattern, and the everlaſting praiſe of all believers, 
But however apruſurs be tranſlated, the ſtreſs of the argument, 
I apprehend, lycs upon the word ion. If this ſignifies a reat and 

| 8 equality, the proof ſeems to me at leaſt, irretragable.— How 
mall we determine the exact ſignificancy of tÞis important, word!: 


by having recourſe to Homer's works, or to Heat hen authors? This, 


in caſe the ſacred writers will decide the queſtios, is like going from 
Jeru ſale m to Athens for the ſolutios of a religious doubt, even. 


while the college of apoſtles is ſitting at the former place. — Tre 
word occurs five or hx times in heir writings. They uſe it, it is 
true, in the adjective form; but the adjective is very ſufficient to 


ſettle the ſignification of the adverb. If I know the meaning of 
les, J ſhalt he at no loſs to uiderſtand the import ot 104. — ee 
Natth. xx. 12. Luke vi. 34. 70 v. 18 Ac xi. 17. Rev. xx1 16. 


In all which places it exprefſe:, not a bare reſemblance or likeneſs 


only, but a real and proper equal 1). 
5 55 e eee 


A . •»ůãm wr ED my ＋ 4 A < 22 4 — — TRY 22 


ww n he dad Reb A 2 A — 9 
* „ % * 1 1 - + 


Let. 8. ASPASIO ro THERON. 163 


out in rapturous aſtoniſhment, Mh can declare his gee 


neration Þ What pencil can pourtray, what language: 
can expreſs, his matchleſs excellencies? And may we 
not with equal. propriety demand, Who can declare 
the meritorious perfection of his righteouſneſs? It is 
precious beyond compariſon beyond ne pre- 

cious. 


The honours which our LORD receives, are pro- 
portioned to the iJluſtrious characters which he ſu- 
ſtains.— John the Baptiſt, than whom a greater pro- 
phet, or a better judge, was not born of woman, pro- 
feſſes himſelf unworthy, to flop down and unlogſe the 
latchet of his ſhoes t unworthy, though a buroing 
and ſhining light in his generation, to perform the 
meaneſt ſervice to this PRINCE of heaven. — Stepheny, 
who leads the van in the noble army of Chriſtian mar- 
tyrs, beheld ſuch” a repreſentation of his crucified 
MASTER*s glory, as enabled him to exu/t wich- di- 
vine delight, even amidſt the farions aſſaults of his 
perſecutors, and under the violent blows of his mur- 
derers *. Aſſured, that FESUS has all.power in hea- 
ven and earth, by an act of the moſt ſolemn worſhip, 


he commits his departing Hul, that moſt important of 


all truſts, to his KEDEEMER's hand }. Nor by the 
firſt martyr alone, but in all churches of the ſaints, 
and in every age of Chriſtianity, has the LORD FESUS. 
been addreſſed, as the. conſtant object of his Sale 8 


adoration ; and acknowledged, as the ever taithful de- 


* ?ary of their eternal intereſts. 
When 7/aiah beheld a viſionary maniſeſtation of 
CHRIST 5, the firſt born ſons of li. aht were waiting 
around him, in poltures of dutiful ſabmilſion. Cheeſe 
celeſtial beings, whoſe very feet are ton bright ſor | 

mortals. to view, veil their faces before his infinitely 
ſuperior effulgence, Tie ſcraphs, who are all zeal and: 
all love, celebrate his e and cry one to ano- 
e ther: 


+ 1f, lili. 8. 1 Mark i. 7. As vii. 36. 
Aels vii. 59. § U. vi. 1, a, Ox. compared with: John zii. 3. 
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ther, The whole earth is full of his glory. And is not 


_ heaven alſo filled with his glory? Does not Heaven 


likewiſe reſound with his praiſe ? The beloved diſciple, 


in a viſion no leſs clear and far more magnificent, be- 


of lightenings, and the ſound of thunders. Before this 


holds the LAMB that was lain, ſtanding in the idſt 


ol a reſplendent throne ; moſt beautifully adorned with: 


a circling rainbow, and terribly dignified by the blaze 


auguſt throne, and at the diſpoſal of the onee flaugh- 


tered SAVIOUR, are feven lamps of” burning re; 
; expreſſive of the DIV INE SPIKI L, in all the variety 
of his miraculous gifts, and faniifying graces 9. — 


Four and twenty elders, clothed in white raiment, 
with crowns on their heads, and the harps of GOD in 
their hands, fall proſtrate in deepeſt homage before 
the LAMB. They ſtrike the golden firings, and ſing 
that ſublime euchariſtic hymn: Thou art worthy to 
tate the book, and to open the ſeals thereof: for thow 


wal lain, and has redeemed us to GOD by thy. blood, 


* * 


aut of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and na- 


tion; and buſt made us, unto our GOD, | kings and 


rieſts &. 
Behold the . of angels: they are in number 
ten thouſand times ten thoufand.— Hart] they raiſe 


their voice, and awaken all the powers of harmony. 


Abe is the fubj-&, and what is the burden of their 
ſong ? Worthy is the LAMB that was ſlain, te receive 
on and riches, and wiſdom, and firength, and honour, 
© and bleſſing. —Nor theſe alone, but every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the: 


earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, join the immenſe 
chorus They cry, in loud reſponſive ſtrains of me- 
lody and devotion, Bleſing, and honour, and glory, and 
| power, be unto him that Jutteth upon the thr one, and unto. 


the LAMB for ever and ever +. 


This, you obterve. is the devout acknowledgment, 


not only of the cherubim, the ſeraphim, and the ſpi- 


| rits of Juſt d men made n but of every creature.— 


* 


Fg $ Rev, iv. J. | | * Rey, v. 9, 10. + Rev. v. 15 12, * 
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The ſun, the moon, and the ſtars, which garniſh the 
heavens ;—beaſts and creeping things, mountains and 
hills, fruitful trees and all cedars, which repleniſh 


the earth ;—metals and minerals, gems and foſſils, 
the ſubterraneous riches of nature, or things which 
are under the earth ;—even all thoſe objects, which 
my Theron lately contemplated, do, in their ways 
magniſy the LORD JESUS. They bear witneſs to 
his power, as their CREATOR; they are ſubſervient 


to his intereſts, as our MEDIATOR; and, in this 
manner, they glorify his ſacred name. 


Under ſuch views of the bleſſed REDEEMER, ene 
larged and elevated even to aſtoniſhment, is it poſſible 
to over rate the worth of his mediatorial obedience ? 
Is it poſſible to lay eos much fireſs on his expiatory 
facrifice. or aſcribe foo much Aer to his vicarious 
righteeufnelſs? 


To the 8 which he receives, 1 us M add the 


aworks which he has done. By theſe, in the days of 
bis fleſh, were diſplayed the greatneſs of his glory, 
and the might of his majeſty. 
_ _ Behold! ſays the almighty FATHER ; my ſervant, | 
be who condeſcends to become my ſervant in the 
matchleſs work of redemption ; Mall deal prudently, 


ſhall conduct himſelf with all the dignity and all the 


ſanity ef wiſdom. In conſequence of which, he ſhall 


be exalted, be extolled, and be very high *.—The para- 


phraſe of the Fewi/ſh commentators on this beautiful 
_ chmax is, though, inadequate, not contemptible.. 
„ The MESSIAH,” they ſay, “ ſhall be higher than 
% Abraham, more illuſtrious than Moſes, and exalted 

« above the angels of tight, even above the prime 
© minifters + of heaven ”—What follows, is an at- 
tempt to render this expoſition ſomewhat /e/5 defeFive. 
Here could you open my chamber. Ss, and peep. 
„ 


-.* If. . 13. 
is Prime - Nbg. is almoſt 4 literal tranſlation of their 


: words, U | B N 
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upon your friend, you would find him in the ſame 
attitude, and under the ſame perplexity, which were 
formerly obſerved in P4hocion. Sitting one day, amidſt 
an aſſembly of the people, and preparing to make a 
public oration, he appeared uncommonly thoughtful, 
Being aſked the reaſon, „“ I am conſidering,” faid 
he, how I may ſhorten, hat I (hall have occaſion to 
e ſpeak - Tie compais of my ſubject would demand 
many volumes; whereas the limits of wy letter will 
allow but a few paragraphs, 
___ Our LORD pave ſight to the bind. He . 
Fi day upon thoſe hop:leſs and benighted eyes, which 
had never been viſited with the lealt dawning ray.— 
The 'damb at his command, found a ready tongue, 
and burk into ſongs of orkife, The deaf were all ear, 
and liftened to the joyful found of ſalvation — Phe 
lame, lame from their very birth, threw aſide their 
crutches, and full of tranſport and exultation, leaped 
like the bounding roe *.—He reſtored foridity and 
beauty to the Azſh, emaciated by conſuming ſickneſs, 
or encruſted with a loathlome leproſy. —All manner 


1 


» We 3 the fineſt repreſentation of this event, lean us by 


the inſpired hiſtorian, As iii. 8. And he icaping up, ſtood, and | 


walked, and entered with them into the temple; walking, and leaping, 
end pra riſing 60D. — The very language ſeems to exn , in a redun- 
dan flow of expreſſi ve phraſes; juſt as a poor cripple, who never 
knew either the comfort of bodily vigour, or the pleaſure of local 
motion, may be ſuppoſed to do, when ſuddenly and unexpeaedly 
dleſſed with both. He would exert his new-acquired powers again 

and zgain ; firſt in one attitude, then in another: ſometimes to try 
. whether he was really healed, and not under the pleaſing deluſion 
of a dream; ſometimes from a. tranſport of conſcious delight, and 
to expreſs the fall es of joy that {prung up in his heart. 


Tb ugh | . Mr Pope's OO to be exremely 
| beautiful. | 


* lame their 00 Gregs, 
Aud leap ale like the bounding roe ; | 


: on Toms perſuade myſelf, that it is to be compared with st 
_ Lake's draught, either in the variety of figures; in the richneſs of 
colouring; or in thr. exnberance of ſtyle, which, on this occaſion,, 
is s fo happily ignibact, and ſo ferfettly pilareſqe. X; 


* 


| 
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of diſeaſes, though blended with the earlieſt ſeeds of 
life, and rivetted in the conſtitution by a long invete- 
rate predominancy ;—diſeaſes, that baMed the ſkill of 
the phyſician, and mocked the force of medicine; 


theſe he cured, not by tedious applications, but in the 
twinkling of an eye; not by coltly preſcriptions, or 


painful operations, but by a word from his mouth, or 
a touch from his hand; nay, by the fringe of his Ber. ; 


ment, or the bare act of his will. 
Any one of theſe miracles had been enough to en- 


dear the character, and eternize the memory of ano- 
ther perſon. But they were common things, matters 
of daily occurrence, with our divine MASTER, The 


years of his public miniſtry were an unintermitted 


ſeries of ſach healing wonders ; or, it any intermiſli- 
on took place, it was only to make way for more in- 
valuable miracles of ſpiritual beneficence. 


Beholding him ex: :rciſing his doininion” over the 


vegetable creation; A fig tree, adorned with the moft 


promiſing ſpread of leaves, but unproduttive of the 
expected fruit, withers away at his rebuke. It is not 


only ripped of its verdant honours, but dried up 


from the very roots *, and periſhes for ever. A fear- 
ful, yet fignificant intimation of that final ruin, 


which will overtake the ſbecious hypocrite ; who, while 
laviſh in outward profeſſion, is deſtitute of inward 


piety, 

His eye arcs through the whole world of waters; 
diſcerned the filh that had juſt ſwallowed a pi:ce of 
filver coin, and guided its courſe to Peter's hook +. 


?Tis true, when the gatherers of the facred tax caine, 
to collect his ſhare for the reparation of the temple, 
he had not a a ſufficiency of mg & to  latisfy ſo ſmall a 
7 85 demand; = 


+ Mark xi. 20. 
- 6 Matth. xvil. 27. How wonderful is this ſeeming)y-little miracle! 
or rather, what a cluſter of wonders i, comprized in this ſingle 


at !—That any fiſh, with money in its mouth, ſhould be e 
—with money juſt of ſuch a velne,—2nd in the very firſt fiſh that 


offered itſelf What a pregnant d \; play of emniſcience to know, of 


emu potence to n all cheſe ſeriuitous incidents! 


no es > nv — 
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demand ; yet he takes occaſion, from this moſt ab- 
ject poverty, to manifeſt the immenſity of his riches. 
He makes the great deep his revenue, and bids the 
ſcaly nations bring him their tribute. Never was ſuch 
indigence aſſociated with ſuch magnificence! And 
never, never let us forget, that the indigence was 
ours, the magnificence all his own! 
The waters themſelves, it may be ſaid, are ſar 
more unmanageable than their inhabitants. Who can 
controul that outragions element? which has deſtroyed 
ſo many gallant fleets, with the armies they bore ; 
and which would laugh at the oppoſition of the united 
world. — The LORD FESUS walks upon its rolling 
ſurges , and ſpeaks its molt tempeſtuous agitations 
into a calm, The waves of the ſea are mighty, and 
rage terribly ; but yet the LORD, who loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, ts 
UT 7H is 4 „ 
The winds are yet more ungovernable than the 
madding ocean. When theſe are hurled abroad, to 
ſhatter the foreſts, and ſhake the ſhores, who can curb 
their rage? what can with/iand their impetuoſity ? 
Even the boiſterous winds hear the SAVIOUR's 


ET 113 About foofteen pence, -. 5 FE 
Hie treadethupon the waves of the ſea, is one of the prerogatives 
aſcribed to the moſt high GOD, Job ix. 8. The original word, WY 
ſignifies a fea, that rolls mountain high; and fuch, we have rcaton | 
to ſuppoſe, were the waves on which our LORD walked; ſince the 
veſſel to which he bent his courſe was gacavteα s, laſped, battered, . 
tormented, by their vehement concuſſiuns, Matib. xiv. 24. 
8 | 7 Pal xcuii, 5. | | 
+ This is the literal tranflation of that beautiful Hebrew phraſe, 
which occurs Jonah i. 4.—The ſacred writer, deſcribing the ſtormy 
meſleyu2er, which was diſpatched to arreſt a fugitive ſervant, ſays, 
S1n—The LORD buried forth a great wind. The izme expreſ- 
ſion is applied to Saul, (1 Sam. xviii. 11.) when he darted his ja» 
velin at David, with a deſign to transfix and nail him to the wall. 
What an elegant, and how awful an image! Storms and tempeſts, 
with all their irreſiſtable fury and dreadful ravages, are like mifive 
weapons in the hand of JEHOVAt, which he launches with greater 
| onde ſurer aim, than the moſt expert warrior emits the pointed 
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voice; and, as ſoon they hear, b. His voice, 
more powerful to reſtrain, than brazen dungeons to 
confine, chides the furious whirlwind. The furious 
whirlwind is awed into immediate “ ſilence. That 
which a moment ago heaved the billows to the clouds, 
and filled with outrage the howling firmament, now 

gently whiſpers among the ſhrouds, and ſcareely curls 

the ſmooth expanſe, rio fs DU gn om TOE TP. 

Something there is, even within the narrow com - 
paſs of our ew breaſts, which affords room for more 
ſignal exertions of DELTY, than the turbulent bil- 
lows, or the reſiſtleſs ſtorm. Agreeably to the ſug- 
geſtion of a prophet ; For 1“ he that formeth the moun- 
fains ; and createth the wind; and, as a more preg- 
nant proof of divine perfeQion, declareth unto man 
what is his thought, the GOD of hoſts is his name + ; the 
poſſeſſor of ſuch ſurpaſſing power and wiſdom mult: 
unqueſtionably be the ſupreme LORD. And who is 
this, but FESUS CHRIST? He knew what was in 
man tf. He diſcerned the ſecrets of the heart; dif- 
cerned the latent purpoſe, before it diſcloſed itſelf in 
action; even before it was uttered in ſpeech z nay, 

while it lay yet an unformed embryo in the mind. 
His glance pierced into Futurity ; eſpied events, in 


1 


Immediate— This circumſtance, as very much axgrandizing the 
miracle, is, with great hiſtorical propriety, remarked by 


'$ the evan- 
J geliſt. The ſea is known to have a prodigious ſwel!, and very tre- 
A :. 


mendous agitat ions, for a conſiderable time after the tempeſtuous 
ic wind ceaſes. On this ecczſton, and in obedience to its MAKER's . 
u, will, it departs from the eftabliſhed laws of motion. No ſooner is 
the word ſpoken, but there is a calm, not an advancing, but gn in- 


| ſtantaneous calm; not a partial, but a perfeft calm, Matth. viii. 26. 
e, Mark iv. 39. N | 1 
L 5-5 eee. e 
8, + John fi. 25. This all- diſcerning intelligence of the DEITY, is 
- very emphatically expreſſed by the Plalmiſt Pſal. exxxix 1, 3. c. 
a- though the ſentiment in one clauſe ſeems to be ſomewhat weakened 
Il. by our verſion. There is not a word in my tongue, would have a no- 


bler turn, and more extenſive m:aning, if rendered, BEFORR the _ 
word is on my tongue, thou, O LORD, knowe ft it altogether, | 


REY 
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all their circumſtances. , and with the greateſt per- 
ſpicuity, before they came into being. The hidden 
things of darkneſs were open, and the contingencies 
of to-morrow were preſent, to his all-pervading eye. 
Nay, the unthought-of revolutions even of diſtant 
ages, the aftoniſhing cataſtrophe of diſſolving nature, 
and the awful proceſs of everlaſting judgment, he 
_ clearly foreſaw, and particularly foretold. _ 
Nor does he only penetrate the receſſes, but over- 
rule the operations of the ſoul, —He ſo intimidated a 
multitude of ſacrilegious wretches, that they fled, not 
before his drawn ſword, or bent bow, but at the ſha- 
king of his ſingle ſcourge +.—He ſo awed, by one 
ſhort remonſtrance , an aſſembly of conceited and 
oſtentatious Phariſees, that they could neither gain- 
ſay, nor endure the energy of his diſcourſe. Though 
5 not to endure, was a tacit acknowledgment of guilt, 
and muſt cover them with public confuſion. —With a 
u all their drcunſtances,—Sce A very remarkable exem plification 
ok this particular, Mark xiv. 13. There ſball meet you, — not barely 
a perſon, but the ſex and age are both ſpecified ;—not two, or ſeve · 
| be but one man ;—not within any given ſpace of time, but at the 
very inſtant of your arrival ;—not empty handed, but hearing a 
peſſe!;—not of wood or metal, but an earthen pitcher:—filled, not 
with wine or milk, but with water, —carrying it into that very 
| houſe, where the preparation was made, and the paſſover was to be 
_ celebrated. —Woat a multitude of contingencies / all minutely fore- 
told by our LORD! © _ N 8 
I John ii. 14, 1's, Cc. St Jerom looks upon this miracle, as one 
of the greateſt wkich our SAVIOUR wrought. And indeed the 
eircumſtar ces are very extraordinary, — That one man ſhould under- 
L take ſo bold, and execute ſo hazardous a task ;—one man, without a 
| cotumiſſion from Ceſar; without any countenance from the Jewiſh cu- 
lers: without any arms, either to terrify the multitude, or defend 
himſelf. —That he ſhould caſt out the whole tribe of mercenary trafe 
To. fickers; wreſt, from thoie worſhippers of wealth, their darlin 
idol; and trample under foot their great Diaza—And all, without 
tumult or oppoſition-; not one of the facrilegious rabble, daring to 
| „ move the hand, or open the mouth, or pecp.''—Whoever reflects 
on the fierce and wngnvernatye nature of an incenſed populace; or 


> 


_ conſiders the bitter and outrggeous zeal of Demetrius and the eraftſ- 


men, on a leſs irritating octaſion; may poſſibly find himſelf almoſt, 
if not al.ogethcr, of the Latin father's opinion, 8 
1 | lohn vill. 7. 


0 
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word, the moſt mild and gentle f imaginable, he wy f | 
1 


| and ſuch obloquy glory. 


ſuch terror into a band of armed men, as blaſted 


their courage, and- laid them Stunned. and 7 ee on 


the ground. 


All hearts are in bis hand. He Jaded PORE: as the 
rivers of water, whitherſoever he will ; with as much 


eaſe, and with the ſame efficacious ſway, as the cur- 


rent of the rivers is turned by every infleion of the 
channel. — F/lw me, was his call to Fames and John: 3 


Follow me 9, was all he ſaid to Levi the publican. 


Though the firſt were engaged in all the ardour of 


buſineſs ; though the laſt was ſitting at the very re- 


ceipt of cuſtom; yet both he and they, without any 


demar, or the leaſt delay, left their employ, left their 
neareſt relations, and reſigned their earthly all, to 


attend a poor and deſpiſed MASTER.—Their ac- 
quaintance, no doubt, would remonſtrate a thouſand 
inconveniencies; their enemies would not fail to cen- 
ſure them, as raſh enthuſiaſts ; but all theſe conſide- 
rations were lighter than duſt, were leſs than nothing. 
when ſet in competition with ?2v0- words only from 


ESUS' of Nazareth. Impreſſed, deeply impreſſed - 
y his powerful ſummons, ſuch loſs they counted gains. 


1 


He planted bowels of compatiion.i in the unfeeling 


avaritious wreteh; and elevated, beyond the height 
ol the ſtars, deſires that lay grovelling even below the 
mire e of the ſwine.. * Haves. of in he reſtored. to the 


"OF 


+ John Xviit» 6. : 4 Prov. xxl, I, 
$ Mark ii. 14. He laid! in the beginning, Let there be light; there 


was light: Let there be a firmament; *twas ſpread abroad: Let there : 
be a world, it aroſe of nothing In the days of his fleſh likewite, 
be ſpeaks, and it is done. His word is a work. He fays to the 
diſciples, Follow me; they. come :—to the leper, Be clean; he i is - 
cleanſed ;—to the paralytic, Arife, 1ake up thy bed, and walk; tis 


all performed, as ſoon as conn manded.—Surely then we muſt con- 


feis, this is the voice of a GOD, not of a man ! Ter Yjlo is our 
-LORD's uſual word, when he grants a miraculous cure: which ex- 
. aaly correſponds with that admnree. and . e . 
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liberty of righteouſneſs 3 and unhappy creatures, who 
were degenerated into the likeneſs of the devil, he re. 
newed after. the image of the bleſſed GOD.—Theſe 
were the effects of his perſonal preaching z theſe are 
ſtill the conqueſts of his glorious goſpel ; and do not 
theſe declare his dominion over the intelle dual oeco - 
-nomy ? that the world of minds, as well as of material 
nature, is open to his e and e to hls 


5 control? 


The dead ſeem is be more remote froak human eog· 
nizance;: than the ſecrets of the breaſt ; leſs liable to 
any human juriſdiction, than the warring elements, 


What potentate can iſſue a writ of releaſe to the 


grave? or cite the diflodged ſonl, to re-enter the 
_ «breathleſs corpſe ?—Yet this, even this, our mighty 
MEDIATOR executed. He opened the eyes, which 
were fank in their ſockets, and ſealed in the tomb, 
He bid the heart, that had forgot its vital motion, 
_ Ipring into renewed and vigorous life. The crimſon 
flood, long congealed by the icy hand of death ; which 
had not only loſt its pulſe by fagnation, but likewiſe 
changed irs very texture by putrefadtion *; circu- 
lates, at his order, all florid and mantling with health, 
through the wondering veins, —The Spirit, which 


bad taken its flight into the invi/ible ſtate, bad taken 


its place in-eternal habitations, returns, at our RE. 
DEEMER's ſignal, to the tenement of moulderiag 
þ clay; ; and, by the amazing viſit, proclaimshis ſove- 


reignty over thoſe unknown realms, and their mylteri- 
_ ous inhabitants. 


As he recals from, ſo he dts: into the abbvdes of 


future happineſs. In the very loweſt depths of his 
a humiliation, he diſpoſed of the /eats of bliſs, and the 
thrones of glory. lis hands, when ſwollen with 


wounds, and nailed to the tree, evidently ſuſtained - 


the keys of hell and a death f. Then, even then, he 


opened and he ſhut either the gates of the grave, or 
the portals of paradiſe. What he ſpeaks to the peni- 
Eh: 5 tent chief, is * Jogoage on fupreme authority ; 70. 


. day 
koa xi. 39. „ I Rev. L 18. 
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10 day ſhalt thou be.wwith me in paradiſe f. Tis a royal 
e. ' mandamus, not an humble petition” + itt 
ſe Does our LORD's ſuperiority extend to thoſe ma - 
re lignant beings, the devil and his angels? Even theſe, 
ot in ſpite of all their formidable ſtrength t, and inex- 
5 tinguiſhable rage, he makes his footſtool. He brake 
al the teeth of thoſe infernal lions; and reſcued the 
is helpleſs prey, on which their bloody jaws were clo- 
5 ſing. At his command, they abandon their conqueſts, 
z. and relinquiſh, however idignaut, however reluctant, 
o their long- accuſtomed habitations. His Angle com- 
8. mand, more forcible than en thouſand thunder bolts, 
le diſpoſſeſſes a Whole legion g of thoſe fierce and haugh - 
e ty ſpirits ; drives them, all terrified and deprecating 
y | ſeverer vengeance, to ſeek reſt in ſolitary deſarts, or 
h | to herd with the molt ſordid brutes. TOON 


b. 24s the bleſſed FESUS treads upon the necks of 
1, thaſe powers of darkneſs, he receives the willing ſer- 
n g | vices of the angels .of light. ; They that : excel 85 in 


5 VVV + Luke Slice Eid gy fo 
, == _ $ Milton, deſcribing the power of the apoſtate angels, ſays, ; 
3 „ leaſt of whom could wield „ 


ws a Theſe elements; and arm him with the forre 

* ſ F all their re gionn. Book VL 221. 

5 a FS) BOS FREY 6 Matk J. 9. 33 

| »Would anyone fee a sketch of the glory and excellence of the 

3 angelic nature? Leichim fee it, in that inimitably ſᷣne ſtroke of the 
facred' pencil: I ſaw another angel come down from heaven, having 

f - RE great power, and the earth was lightened with bis glory, Rev. xvii. 1. 

3 The laft-claufe is, I think, one of the moſt maſterly touches of de- : 
ſeriptive painting, ex ant in hiſtory, poetry, or oratory. Milton * 

8 gives-us-a ſtricture of the ſeme kind, end on the ſame ſubjcet. But 

1 the poetic flight, though very ſublime, is abſolutely inferior to the 

1 "apocalyptic viſun, + 1 55 

F , —mpmetreorrrnO 5-be Jed; (-. 

b i. . His radiant files, dazzling the nm. | 

. 5 to this.caſe; we have a whole -brigade of celeſtial warriors; in the 

5 | former, only a ſingle angelic beirg. Thoſe are repreſented, as ir- 
radiating the zig, and oniſhining the mon; this, as excerding the 

19 8 | TS. e brigtunefs 
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Rrength, and are active as flames of fire, even they 
fuffil his commandment, and hearken unto the voice 
of his words. They graces the ſolemnity of his birth, 
they attended him, after his temptation in the wilder. 
neſs; they were the firſt joyful preachers of his tris 
umphant reſurrection; and now he is ſeated on the 

05 mne of the MAJESTY 1 in the higheſt: 


— „ os hand avith wings ouch read, 
3 to catch their Maſter's leaſt command, 
And fy Ye vagh: e ere the moment end. 


| Behold kim, now, 3 according to his will, in 


the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 


| the earth ;—ſwaying the ſceptre over the legions of 
| hell, and the powers of nature ;—exercifing dominion 
in the hearts of men, in the territories of the grave, 
and manſions of diſembodied ſpirits. Then let my 
Theron determine, —under ſuch views of our SAVI- 
 OUR's unequalled majeſty, and unbounded ſove- 


_ reignty, let him determine, - whether it be fafer to 
reſt our infinite and eternal intereſts on cur own _ 


| eouſnels, rathey than on his. 
We have ſelected ſome few manifeſtations of our 


REDEEMER's excellent greatne/5, Even the evan... 


gelical hiſtorians give us no larger a proportion of 


bis aſtoniſhing deeds, than the firſt - fruits bear to a 


copious harveſt, Yet, were they all particularly enu- 
merated, and circumſtantially. diſplayed, they would 
appear inconſiderable, compared with. thoſe far more 


Aiſtinguiſbed trophies of almighty power, wbich he 


has Ae, in Wine future period, to erect ? S, 


brightneſs of the 3 diFuſi ing additional fplendors on the Fake 


and illuminating, not a vaſt plain, not a vaſter kingdom, but t e | 


whole face of the globe, — If ſuch be the luſtre of the ſervant, what; 


images can diſplay the majeſty of the LORD? who. has thouſand. | 


| {houſands of thoſe glorious a:tendants miniſtering wnto him, and ten. 
iber, and times ten thouſand ftanding before him? Dan. vii. 10. 
de dignity of our LORD, con ſidered as the CREATOR and 


PRESERVER of alt things, is not mentioned bere; becauſe 55 


He 
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He will gather to his ſacred fold, the people of his 


ancient church ; though they are diſperſed into all 
lands, and moſt inveterately prejudiſed againſt the 


truth of his goſpel. — How mighty was his hand, how 
illuſtriouſly outſtretched his arm, when he made a 
path through the ſurges of the ocean, drove the tor- 
rent of Jordan backwards, and fetched rivers of wa- 
ters from the flinty rock! Far more mighty will be 
its operations, when he ſhall remove the ſeemingly- 


unſurmountable obſtructions to the general refleration-. 


of the Fews ; {hall throw all their reltgious apprehen- | 
ſions into a new channel; aud cauſe tears of peniten - 


tial ſorrow to. tart from their ſtony eyes, confeflions 


of unfeigned faith to iſſue from their blaſpheming 
lips. —Yet thus it will aſſuredly be. In the volume 
of the divine book it is written, They all la on him, 
whom they have. pierced, and mourn *. They ſhall a. 
dore as the MESSTAH, the once-deſpiſed Galilean : 
and fix all their hopes of final felicity on that very 
PERSON, whom their hare lle v and hanged on a 
tree. wy) 

Amazing revolution in the 120 world! Yet 
this, together with the deſtruction of Auticbriſt, and 
the illumination of the benighted Gentiles, may. paſs. 


for ſmall TG compared with. thoſe llupendous 


_ events, 


thing of this kind 1 profeſſealy 8 in the Deſeant upon Creae 


on, ſubjained to the firſt volume of Mediators upon the Tombs, &c. 


To which I beg leave to refer my readers; and ſhall more than make 
amends for the preſent omiſſion, by tranſcribing a paſſage frem the 
Night Thought: which Peng rh a LIEN diſplay of. 
this great truth. ky 20 


— 00, by. . al rel 
Pere made, and one redecm'd: wheſe regal power. | 
On more thau adamantine befis fix d- | 
_ O'er more, far more than diadems and thrones 

Inviolably reigns ;. beneath whoſe foot, 

Aud ty 1 e mandate of whoſe eewfal nid; 

All regions, revolutiins, fortuncs, fates, 

/ high, of leu, of mind and „ rot 
| Through the foort: channels of expiring ume, | 

: er Lerelg! I EDI eternity. 3 Nigt-Theoghts, ven. 
n —— xl. ro. 
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events, which will digniſy, and ſignalize the cloſing 


ſcene of affairs. 


Then ſhall the LORD FESUS- be manifeſted in 


unſpeakable glory; and exert ſuch acts of omnipo- 


tence, as will be the ferror of hell, the joy of heaven, 


the wonder of eternity.— Then will he put an end to 
time, and bid the ſprings of nature ceaſe to. operate, 
Then thall his tremendous trumpet rend the univerſal 
vault, and pierce the dormitories of the dead.— Then 
will he ſhake the earth out of its place *, and before 


his majeſtic preſence the heavens hall flee away . 


Tuben ſhall, not a nation only, but multitudes, multi- 
1 Job ix. 6. 


3 +- How grand is the id ca, when David prays ! Brw thy hes uent, 


'O-LORD, and come down :' touch the mountains, and they ſhall ſmoke. 


— Much grander is the image, when he ſays, The ſprings of water: 
were ſeen, ard the foundations of the world were diſco:rered, at thy- 


: chiding, © LORD, at the blajt of the breach of thy diſpleaſure. —Tran- 


ſcenden:ly and ini mitably grand is this deſeription, thovgh given 
"ns by the moſt plain and artlefs writer in the world: 7 ſaw @ great : 


white ;brone, and HIM THAT SAT ON IT, from” whoſe face 


the heavens and the earth fied away, and there was no plare found for 


them, Rev. xx. II. 


_ InV7rgifs admired repreſentation, Jupiter hurls his thunder, and 


2 mountain ſalis at the. ſtroke; | 
„K —A2 | = Ne flagranti - 
Au? Athe, aul Rhodopen, aut alia Ceraunia ſelo 


£ 


4x laſs ot 55. SG Georg I. 337. 


In Homer's more terror ſtriking piece, Neptune ſhakes the wide - 
extended earth. The mountains tremble to their centre; the ocean: 


1 on their foundations. 


heaves its billows; and cities ge 


— Ay/ap wie YET ode hir de 
I Tat aTHpETIN, vprav. T AITELVE xapnvae >. 

Tizvieg'd” enoeovlo roles TOAUTiO au Mens, 

Ka xopupat, . Tpuwle TOAISy & vn AN a⁴ 


Here the SON of the eternal GOD. appears only, and all nature 
zs alarmed : nor heaven nor earth can keep their ſtanding ; they flee. 

away, like the frighted roe.— How grovelling are the lotilieſt flights 
of the Grecian and Roman muſe, compared with this magnificence - 


and elevation of the prophetic ſpirit ! 


It us confer the paſſage a little more attentively. Volet hec oo. 


-- 


_ tudes. 


- Thad, T. 37. 
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moved to a diftant place, but there was found nd place fer 
they ceaſed to exiſt ; they were no more.—Ard ali this, not at he 
ſtrict command of the LORD JESUS; not at his awful menace, 
or before his hery indignation ; but at the bare preſence of his ma · 
jeſty, ſitting with ſerene but adorabie dignity on his throne. ? 
Ik this is not the true ſublrme, in its utmoſt ſcope, foree, and 
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revolved, ſince it gave up the ghoſt; though worm 


have devoured the fleſh, and diſſolution mouldered 


the bones; though its parts have been grinded by the 


teeth of beaſts, or conſumed by the rage of fire; diſſi · 

pated in vieuleſt winds, or ſcattered over the boundleſs 
globe; loſt to our ſenſes, and loſt even to our ima- 
gination; yet will every human body then be reſto- 


red; its limbs re-afſembled, and not an atom want- 
ing ; its frame rebuilt, and never be demoliſhed more» 
hen ſhall the unnumbered myriads of departed 


ſpirits return from their ſeparate abodes ; and, com- 


miſſioned by HIM who is the reſurrection and the life, 


re animate each his organized ſyſtem. —Then ſhall 
Satan and his accomplices, thoſe execrable and horrid 


criminals, be dragged from their dungeons of dark- 


neſs, and receive their doom at the REDEEMER's 
_ tribunal. —Then will miſery and happineſs, both con- 
ſummate, and both everlaſting, be awarded by the 


SAVIOUR's ſentence.— Then will he conſign over 


the ungodly world, and the rebellious angels, to the 
| Nog Bw flames 


luce videri. Maſterly performances, the mere cloſely they are ex- 
amined, the more highly they charm.—It is not ſaid, a few herds 


of the foreſt, a few kings, or armies, or nations; but the whole - 
tem of created things.— It is not faid, they were thrown into 


great commet'ons, bu: they fled entirely away; not, they ſtarted 
from their foundations, but they fel into diſſalution; rot, ug re. 


bcauty, I mutt coufels, I never ſaw it, nor ever expect to ſee ii. 


9 / 


tudes of nations, be born in @ day * ; yea rather, in 

an hour, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. 
All that are aſleep in the beds of death; even thoſe 
who, periſhing in tempeſts, are ſunk to the bottom of 
the ocean; or, ſwallowed up by earthquakes, are bu- 
ried at the centre of the globe; all ſhall hear his 
voice; and hearing, ſhall awake; and awaking, hall 
come forth.— Every human body, though ages have 


them, 
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flames of hell, and to agonies of deſpair. Then will 
he inveſt the righteous with the inheritance of heaven, 
and inſtate them in the fulneſs of; Joy. His word is 
free; immutability ſeals, and eternity executes, what- 
ever he decrees. 

And has this FESUS, fo glorious, ſo majeſtic, ſo 
adorable, —has HE vouchſafed to take our nature, and 
become our fighteouſneſs ? was HE made under the 
law? did HE fulfil all its demands? give perfect ſa- 


tisfaction to the penal, and yield perfect obedience to 
the preceptive ? on PurPoke, that the merit of a// 


might be made over to us? Aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion ! 


ineffable grace! What thanks are due to ſuch infi- 


nitely rich goodneſs! — What a remedy is here, for 
the impotence and guilt of fallen man? What a ſure 


: foundation of hope, and what an abundant ſource of 


| Joys to every one that believeth? _ 


It is declared by the oracle of GOD, That fach an : 


HIGH PRIEST became us, was abſolutely neceſſary 


for our obucxious and ruined condition, who is holy 
Harmleſe, undejiled, [c 3 from ſinners, — and made 


bigher than the heavens . It appears, 1 flatter myſelf, 


- from the letter already in your hand, that CHRIST 
fully anſwered the former charadter} and from this 
epiſtle, I hope it will appear, that he is the gs per- 


ſon deſcribed in the latter clauſe. 


Eſtimate now, my dear friend, eſtimate if you can, 
the glory and excellency of this ſublime PERSON. 


Then may you learn how to ſtate the worth of his 
righteouſneſs, and the degree of affiance ſuited to his 


' "merits. Rather you will perceive, that his ſpotleſs - 
birth, his perfectly obedient life, bis exquiſitely-bitter 


death, are a ſatisfaction of unknown dignity; preci- 


onus f, far beyond all the graces of men, and all the 
Qutics of angels; able to fave to the uttermoſt, all 


” that 


1 Heb. vii. 8 Ef 
2 This i is expreſſed by the ſacred hiftorian, with! an energy which 


no tranſlation can equal; 2 run Tv bom ry oF: 9 TAINING a 
Way * Matih. R * . 
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that rely on them, and come unto GOD. through 
them. | * WE | | 
Conſonant to this, are the ſentiments of that pene- 
trating critic and profound ſcholar, Dr Lightfoot ; 
who, treating of our SAVIOUR's obedience, ſays, 
2% Add to all this the dignity of his perſon, who 
« performed this obedience; that he was GOD as 
& well as man; and his obedience is infinite; ſuch 
& as in its validity ſubdued Satan, and in its all ſuffi- 
« ciency ſatis fied the juſtice of GOD.” After which, 
our celebrated author makes this important and de- 
lightful improvement: “ Think, Chriſtian, what a 
4 ſtock of obedience and righteouſneſs here is for 
t thee, to anſwer and ſatisfy for thy diſobedience and 
„ unrighteouſneſs, if thou become a child of the 
«© covenant, Here is enough for every ſoul that 
«© comes to him, be they never ſo many. Like the 
« widow's oil in the book of Kings, there is enough 
«© and enough again, as long as any veſſel is brought 
« to receive it T.? | %%%%%VCFVVVVVV Y þ dy ap 
We need not wonder, that Gentiles, who are igno- 
rant of the REDEEMER ; that Fews, who treat him 
with contemptuous ſcorn ; that prefeſſors of religion, 
who deny his eternal GODH EA; place little, if 
any confidence in his righteouſneſs. But it is range, 
that Chriſtians, who know the SAVIOUR; who ac. 
knowledge his divinity ; and believe him to be exalt- 
ed above all bleſſing and praiſe ;—it is exceedingly 
ſtrange, that they do not rejoice in him; make their 
beaſt of him; and ſay, with a becoming diſdain, of 
every other dependence, Get ye hence 71 . 
Such an aſſemblage of divine perfections, muſt 
warrant, muſt demand, the moſt undivided, and the 
moſt unbounded confidence. — There never was, no, 
not in all ages, nor in all worlds, any thing greater 
or richer, more dignified, or exalted, than the obedi- 
ence of our LORD.—Nay, it is impoſſible to imagine, 


* Lightfeo's works, vol. 2. p. 1238. 
„ If 220% 23s | 
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what could be, /o ſuited to our wants, /e proper for 
our reliance, or fo ſure to anſwer, more than Rs 
| all our expectations. | 

_ Remember what the apoſtle ara; and you will 
not wonder at my aſſertion. In HIM-dwelleth all the 
ſulneſs of the GODHE AD bodily, How comprehen. 
ſive and exalted is this deſcription ! It collects into a 
| point all the rays of majeſty and honour. It expreſſes 
in a ſentence, I ſay not whatever this pen has written, 


180 


but whatever of dignity and excellence the Bible itſelf 


contains, —the GEODHEAD, the very nature and eſ. 
ſence of the DEITY ;— the fulne/s of the GOD- 


HEAD; unerring wiſdom, almighty power, and 


whatever the great JEHOVAH challenges as his 
oven ;—all the fulneſs : every adorable attribute, in 


the moſt ample meaſure, and in the higheſt degree; 


—al!l this wells, not viſits occaſionally, but ſtate dly, 


invariably, eternally reſides ;—dwells in CHRIST 


JESUS bozih, with an union inconceivably cloſe and 
intimate; inſomuch that the GODHEAD inhabiting, 
and the manhood inhabited, make but one and the 
Tame PERSON. 

Therefore adds the ſacred . re are complete 


in HIM f. Never was any conclufion more weighty 
in itſelf, or founded on more ſolid principles. © Ye are 


not only pardoned, but reconciled ; and not only re- 
conciled, but juſtified; nay, ye are,—and what can 


be faid or deſired more?—ye are cor LTE. And 


not bare ly before men or angels, but before infinite 
purity and omriſcience itſelf. Te are made ( 82 
and charming truth !) he righteouſneſs of G 


this wonderful SAVIOUR.— What a fountain is * | 


or rather what a ſea of fathomleſs depth, to ebliterate 
all fins, and ſupply all wants! What a mirrour of GOD's 


1 Rupendous grace, and ever-to-be-adored loving kind- 
. neſs! | 
| Here let our metirations 6x. and ks let all our 
expectations center. From this, not from any thing 
EO I EE En ne, 00 


a 4 2 


tn, — FD op @ wy 32 ay 


— ywAQ — Ad&d > _ 


ee. 


— 22 — 2 > 42 = <q C0 


„C ea a et Ih 


Let. 8. ASPASIO ro THERON. 387 


of cur own, let us derive our peace, our joy, our ſu. 
preme complacency.—Into this ſubje& we can never 
dive too deeply. Of this ſubject we can never think 
too magnificently. The righteouſneſs of CHRIST is 
the maſter-pillar, on which our eternal -weltare reſts. 


Nay, it is the only ſupport, which preſerves us from | 
ſinking into endleſs perdition. 


There 13 all human hope ; tet nail ants 
Our falling univei ſe. | 


This raiders his Wee en prepnlent, He is an ad- 
vocate, a ſucceſsful advocate with the FATHER. 
Why? Becauſe he is FESUS CHRIST the righteous f. 


From hence reſults his abiiity to juſtify. He ſhall 
juſtify many, ſaith the LORD JEHOVAH. On what 

conſideration? Becauſe he is my righteous ſervant fone 
This, and no other, is the meritorious cauſe of our 
ſalvation. Fudah jhall be ſuvæd; ſhall eſcape damna- 


tion, and inherit glory. On what account? On ac- 


count of the righteous BRANCH raiſed up unto Da- 
vid g. —Since then our acceptance, juſtification, and 
ſalvation ; ſince our comfort in time, and our happi— 
neſs to eternity, all depend upon the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST; how ſhould we delight in contemplating its 
faultieſs, its matchleſs, its tranſcendent excellency !— 
Grand! all ſufficient! in every reſpect perfect! No- 
thing equal to it, on earth, in heaven, throughout the 
univerſe !—ſurpaſſing the enormity of our guilt ! ſur. 
paſſing the reach of our imagination! ſurpaſſing all 


that we can expreſs or conceive ! being truly, proper. 
Ls abſolutely DIVINE | 


And 


+ I John i li. I. | +36 lin. Tis - 

§ Jer, xxiii. 5, 6. [ believe, it will he needleſs to obſerve, that 
the ſalvation, mentianed in this and other paſſages of like import, 
is not limited to a temporal deliverance, but extends to a ſtate of 
ſpiritual and eternal happineſs: The temporal is only a ſubordinate 
bleſſing; a kind of appendage to the other: ſomewhat like the halo 


round the globe of the moon, or that faint and ſecondary range of 


colours, which frequently attends the glowing rainbow, 


Vol. II. 
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And is "this righteouſneſs mine? is this righteouf. 
neſs yours, Theron? is this righteouſneſs free for eve- 
7y ſinner? Pleaſing, captivating, rapturous thought! 
Who can forbear exulting and triumphing, in this 
boundleſs, this infinite bleſſing? On ſuch an occafion, 
methinks, ſome ſallies of enthuſiaſm, or even ſome 
ſtarts of tautology, are the language of ſenſibility, of 
propriety, of nature. Sing, O ye heavens; for the 
I ORD, the LORD himſelf, hath done it. Our juſti. 
fing righteouſneſs is finiſhed ; finiſhed by JEHO. 
VA, ſojourning in human clay. Shout, ye lower 
parti of the earth: break forth into ſinging, ye moun- 
tains; O foreſt, and every tree therein, For the LORD 
_ hath moſt marvellouſly redeemed Facob, and no leſs il. 
luſtriovſly glorified himſelf in the recovery of Iſrael “. 
DO for the tongue of a ſeraph I But even this would 
be defective; ich aer N and ſuch energy lan- 
guid. | 
1 I have done) 3 1 add no more; I 3 it to ſome 


. future letter? to ſome more labour'd eſſay? No; but 
to the hymns of heaven, and the adorations of eter ni. 


ty, to ſupply the deficiency of my acknowledgments, 
In the mean time, let me intreat my Theron to con- 
template our LORD FESUS CHRIST, under that 
moſt illuſtrious character, deſcribed by the prophet, 4 


PRIEST upon his THRONE +; dignifying the ſacer- 


dotal cenſer by the regal diadem; adding all the ho- 
nours of his eternal divinity, to the ſacrifice of his 
bleeding humanity. — Then, I promiſe myſelf, you will 
find it almoſt impoſſible, not to adopt the emphati- 
cal and ardent proteſtation of the apoſtle ; GOD forbid 
that T ſhould glory, that ] ſhould confide, ſave only in the 

_ obedience and the croſs of CHRIST JESUS my LORD. 
When you made the tour of France and /taly; and, 
croſſing the Alps, gained the ſummit of ſome com- 
manding ridge ;—when you looked round, with a- 


ſtoniſhment and delight, on the ample plains, which, | 


| crowded with cities, and adorned * ith Painees, ſtretch 
| | their 
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their beauteous tracts below; when you ſurveyed the 
famous rivers, that roll in Glent but yo dignity 3 
Rating the boundaries of kingdoms, and wafting plenty 

through the gladdened nations; when you ſhot your 
tranſported view to the ccean, whoſe unmeaſurable 
flood meets the arch of heaven, and terminates the 
landſcape with inconceivable grandeur did you then 


chuſe to forego the pleaſure reſulting from ſuch a pro- 


ſp:&, in order to gaze upon the naked wy of ſome 
adjacent rock? or, could you turn your eyes from thoſe 


| magnificent objects; and faſten them with pleaſed at- 


tention upon a ſhallow puddle, that 85 Ragnating at 
your feet ! | 
Yon, who have beheld the ſcene, can accommodate 7 
the ſimile, with peculiar advantage. For which rea- 
ſon, I ſhall wave the application ; and only beg leave 
to tranſcribe a wiſh, that is now warm on my heart, 
and is often breathed in ſupplication from my lips. — 
May the FATHER of our ſpirits, and the Fountain 
of wiſdom, give us an enlightened underſtauding, to 
xnow him that is true; grant us the ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſing, that we may BE IN him that is true, even in his 
900 FESUS CHRIST. For this SAV UR is the” 
_ 60D, and that privilege is /ife eternal *, 5 
My Theron needs no 1 to convince him, that 
fuch a prayer is an- act of rational and real friendſhip; 
is the moſt genuine and ſubſtantial proch, that Jam 


His truly afeionate, 


Asrasio. 


L E r. 


1 John v. 20. 


"ON 
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EFT 
Tuxzon fo A7 4810. 
Dear As Aso | 
*X > OUR two letters have reached my hand; and J 
42 hope they have not miſſed my heart. I might in- 
form yon, what pleaſure they gave me, and how high · 
ly I efteem them. But you defire no ſuch compli- 
ments: you deſire to ſee me impreſſed with the ſenti. 
ments, and living under their influence. This would 
be the moſt acceptable acknowledgment to my Aſpaſſo, 
becauſe it would be the moſt happy effect to his The. 
ron. May every day therefore, brirg a freſh ace fon 
of ſuch gratitude to me, and of ſuch ſatisfaction to you, 
To watch ſor. my ſoul, and pray for my ſalvation, 
Tam thoroughly convinced, is the trueſt inſtance of 
rational and exalted friendſhip. Every claim to that 
_ amiable character is defefive and vain, if it does not 
extend to our ſpiritual intereſts, and our everlaſting 
welfare, For which reaſon, 1 need not intreat you to 


continue and perpetuate this beſt expreſſion of ſocial 


kindneſs. Or if I do, it is rather to teſtiſy how much 
and ready mind. F Bae 
Your laſt found me at a friend*s houſe, which lyes 
Pretty near the weſtern ccean,—Yeſterday, waked by 


I prize the favour, than ro prompt your affectionate 


the lark, and riſing with the dawn “, I ſtrolled into 


the 
FE bandrum ex humili le» lux ſuſcitat ama, 
Et matulini voluerum ſub culmine cuntus. VI AG. 


Tux a!ma—A lovely expreſſion! deſcribing the mildneſe, the 


bezrty, and the cheering efficacy of the riſing ſnn. It is, Iihink, 
incapable of an equal trarflation; but reminds ne of a very fine 
compariton in 6ur ſacred eclogues, which repreſents the char ming 


apptara ce, and the benign influerice of the goſpel church, as ts 


firit opt ning on the Genlite world, M bo is this that tovketh forth a 
the mor ing? Cant. vi. 10. 3 | 


1 * 2 4 = 
PCC 1 . 


Let. 9. THERON To ASPASIO. 188g 


the ſragrant air, and dewy fields; while, as Shake- 
ſpear, with his n ſprightline ſs, expreſſes himſelf, 


— 


Focund day 
Stood lip: toe on the 0 * s top. 


gweet was the breath of morn, 464 ſweet the ex- 
halations of the freſhened flowers; - grateſul were the 
foft ſalutes of the cooling zephyrs, attended with the 
charm of earlieſt birds; delightful the ſun, painting 
with his orient beams the chambers of the firmament, 
and unveiling the face of univerſal nature. 
| My mind, but little affected with theſe inferior en- 
tertainments, was engaged in contemplating an object 
of infinitely ſuperior dignity; in contemplating that 
adorable BEING, who raiſed from nothing raiſed 
this ſtupendous ſy fem of things; and ſupports—with | 
his word ſupports the magnificent frame; who (to 
ſpeak in the language of his own SPIKTIT) opencth the 


eyelids of the morning, and commandeth the day ſpring | 


to know its place; commandeth the light, by its 
punctual and pleaſing miniſtrations, to draw aſide the 
curtain of darkneſs, and diſcover the ſkies ſhining 
with glories, and diſcloſe the earth, een with 


| beauties. 


F ATH E R of light and li tis 410 my ranſported 
mind, | 


— Thou GOOD SUPREME! 
0 reach me. wbur i good ! teach me THYS ELF. 
Save me from felly, vanity, and vice. 

From every low purſuit ! and feed my foubs 

_ With faith, with conſcious peace, and virtue pure, 
Sacred, ſubſtantial, never-fading iſs f. 


Wragt i in vonder, and loſt in thought, 1 rambled 


carelefsly 
/ 


© Job t. I DT WEE + THOMSON' „ Wi inter. 


3 
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careleſsly along, till I was inſenſibly brought to the 
ſhore: which, 1a, theſe parts, is prodigiouſly high and 
ſtrong; perfectly well fitted, to ſtand as an everlaſtiag 


barrier +, againſt the impetuous ſtroke of cor flicting 
winds, and the ponderous ſweep of daſhing ſurges — 


Not that the omnipotent ENGINEER has any need 


of theſe impregnable ramparts. Here, it is true, they 
intervene; and not only repreſs the rolling invader, 
but ſpeak the amazing majeſty of their MAKER. In 


other places, all ſuch Iaboured methods of fortification | 


are laid aſide. The CREATOR ſhews the aſtonihed 
world, that he is. confined to. no expedients; but or- 


ders all things according 10 the pleaſa re of- his 6wn will, | 


He bids a-low bauk of deſpicable ſand, receive and re- 


| pel the molt furious ſhocks of aſſaulting ſeas: and, 
though the waves thereof loſs themſelves wah incredible. 


filerceneſs, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, 
and ſeem to menace univertal deſtruction, Jet can they: 
not paſs. over 7 this {lighteſt of mout hs. 


A winding paſſage broke the declivity. of * de- 
0 n and led me, by a gradual flope, to the bottom. 
be moon being in her laſt quarter, and the tide at 
ns greateſt, receſs, Lwalked for a while, where briny 
waves were wont to flow. — The ebbing waters had: 


left a vacant ſpace, ſeveral ſurlongs broad; 3. equal in 


length to a very extended viſta ſmooth on its ſur ſace, 


as the moſt level bowling- green; 5 and almoſt as firm, 
as the beſt compacted cauſey. Inſomuch, that the 


tread of a horfe ſcarce impreſſes it, and the waters of 
the ſea never penetrate it. Excluſive of this wife con- 
trivance, the ſearching waves would infinuate them. - 
ſelves into the heart. ow. the earths. the earth itſelf 
| would 


+ ILY doubites e are <<, the doors and; the bars,” which the 


ALMIGHTY mentions in the courſe of «his aufvl interrogaterics. 
to Je, the maſjy doots, which can never be force]; the ſalid bars, 


which can ne ver he broke; and I may a ad, the conf: cons columns 


on which his Providence has inferited tt at ſovereign mandate, Ne 
us ulira. Or, es the prohibition runs in his own me jeſ. c words,. 


Mthart Has thou Jo, but no furiber, Job xxxvili. 10. 
25 | 1 lr. v. 28. = | 
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would be hollow as. an honey-comb, or -bibulous as a 
ſponge ; and the ſea, ſoaking, by degrees een all 


its cavities, would, in .proceis of time, forſake its 

be ed, and ningle with the plains and mountains. But 
this "loſely cemented. or glutinous kind of pavement, 
is like To the bottom of the univerſal canal, So- 
that. the returning tides conſolidate, . rather than per · 
forate its ſubſtance, and prevent the ſun from cleaving 
it with chinks — Such, I hope, will be the caſe with 
this ſoul of mine, and the temptations that beſet me, 
Beſet me they do, they will. But may they ne ver 
win upon my affections, nor gain admittancè into my 
heart! Let them make me humble, and keep me vi- 
gilant ; teach me to walk. cloſely with my GOD, and 
urge me to an inceifant dependence on CHRIST, 
Then, inſtead of being ruinous, they may become ad- 
vautagecus ; and inſtead of (hattering, will only cleaaſe 
the rock, on which they dath.. 
. The mighty waters,. reſtleſs even in their utmoſt 
tranquillity, with a ſolemn * but placid murmur, 
ſtruck my ear. The billows, ſometimes. advancing. 
t kiſs the fand, ſometimes. drawing back their curly 
heads into the. deep, whitened, at their exiremities,. 
into an agreeable foam: which, with the reflexive re- 
preſentation. of the azure canopy, formed the appear - 
ance of a moſt ſpacious floating mantle, tinged with a 
beautiſu] blue, and edged with fringes of filver, — 
Dignity and elegance, I find, are the inſeparable charac- 
teriſtics of the CREATOK's workmanſhip. As com- 
fort and happineſs, I ſometimes perceive, are the very. 
ſpirit of his goſpel, . the e produce of his 
commands. 

On. 


This is deſcribed with inimitable propriety by Homer; 
| By d avtoy 1 birt v νονννẽj/olo G · 


5 Aer not quite ſo beauiifully by Milton, 


He ſaid; and as the found of waters ders: 
* e mur mur echo d to bis. words applauſe, 
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on one dde, the Atlantic main rolled its ſurges from 
Vorld to world Ame nſe, immenſe diſfuſion of waters! 
Wat a ſpectacle of magnificence and terror! What 
an irreſiſtible incitement to reverence and awe ! How 
it fills the mind, and amazes the imagination! »Tis 
the grandeſt and moſt auguſt object under the whole 
heavens.— It reminds me of that apocalyptic viſion, 
| which John, the enraptured ſeer, beheld | As it were 
à great mountain burning with fire, was cafi into the 
ſea. ani the third part of the ſea became blood; and the 
| third part of the creatures which were in the fea, and 
| bad life, died; and the third part of the ſhips were de- 
 firoged *, I have not penetration enough, to diſcover 
the foiritual meaning of this paſſage ; but I diſcern a 
moſt dreadful grandeur in its plain and litera] ſenſe. 
If we conſider the wonderſul compaſs, and the terrible 
force of ſuch an enormous maſs of fire; if we confi- 
der its horrible and deſtructive effects, on ſuch a vaſt 
body of waters, as the third part of the ocean; how 
_ tremendous and aftcniſhing is the idea! Surely, no- 
thing but divine inſpiration could ſuggeſt theſe ima- 
ges ; as none but an almighty BEING can execute 
this vengeance. Who would not fear an eternal. 
KING, that has ſuch weapons, and ſuch artillery, 
reſerved againſ the day of battle and war þ ? 
| Spacious as the ſea is, GOD has provided a gar- 
ment to cover it, Profound as the ſea i is, GOD has. 
prepared ſwaddling-bands to inwrap it. Ungoverna- 
ble as it may ſeem to us, he over- rules it with as much 
eaſe, as the nurſe manages a new born infant | : An 
infant is before almighty power; and to an infant 


it is compared by JEHOVAH himſelf; though, to 


dur apprehenſion, it raves like a Gupendets madman.— 
But if he command, it opens a peaceful boſom, and 
receives his people. It ſmooths the way for their 
paſſage, and. ſtands as a bulwark for their defence. 
They march rough the midſi of the ſea upon dry greund, 
1 and the waters are 6 wall unto them en their right hand 


i; and 


* Rev. viii, 8, IS nl ib ail. f, 


- 
* 2 
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and on their left T. If he reverſes his mandate, they 
drive down, with an irreſiſtible ſweep, upon the hoſts 
of Pharoah, and overwhelm the chariots and horſes 
of Egypt. They pour confuſion upon Arrogance ft, 
and diſappoint the deſigns of Perſecution ns Cruel. 
ty.—If he ſays, Be /iill; the bellowing ſurges are 
huſhed, and the gentleſt lamb is not ſo quiet, If he 
fays, Deſtroy ; even the quieſcent waters kindle into 
rage; they riſe in their MAKER's cauſe; and ten 
thouſand lions, ſtung with hunger, and ruſhing upon 
their prey, are not fo fierce, When he bids them ex- 
ecute any other commiſſion, the horſe broke to the 
bit, the ſpaniel diſciplined to the ſignal, are not half 
ſo dutiful and obſequious.—And ſhall our paſſions be 
more wild than the winds, more turbulent than the 
billows ? Forbid it, almighty LORD! Thou that 
ruleſl the raging of the ſea; and the noiſe of bis waves, re - 
ſtrain, ſubdue, and calm the madneſs of the people. 
The eye travels hard. It wanders over a vaſt, vaſt 
length of fluctuating plains “. It reaches the limits 
of the hemiſphere, where ſkies and waves ſeem to 
mingle. Vet it has ſcarce made an entry upon the 
world of waters. What J here diſcern, is no more 
than the ſeirts of the great and wide ſea, Tracts in- 


comparably broader are ſtill behind; and tracts of un- 


bounded extent are behind even thoſe.— Great then, 


%%% SERENE AE EEE $4 
+ Arrogance—This is deſcribed with exquiſite delicacy, in the 
Erivizov, or triumphant fong of Moſes. The enemy ſaid, I will 
purſue; I will overtake; I will divide the ſpoil; my luſt ſvall be ſaliſ- 


fied upon them : I will drau my ſword, mine hand ſball leſtroy them.— 


What ſwelling words of vanity are here! The very {pirit of a Thras 
fo breathes in every ſyllable of this beautiful preſopopeia, Never was 
the language of Buffer, Ferccity, and Rhodomontade, fo finely mi- 


| micked.—iow noble is the turn, and how exalted the ſentiment, 


which fellows | THOU didſi blow with thy wind; the ſea covered them, 
they ſank as lead in the mighty waters, The GOU of Vaei need 
not ſummon all bis power, or level the right-:iming thunderbolts; 
he only blows with his wind, and the great mountain breaks like a 
bubble. All this inſolent and formidable parade is quaſhed; ſinks 
into nothing; expires in ſhame and iuiu. Exod, Xx. 9, 10, 
Cam paſque natanles. FucR kr. 


150 THERON ro ASPASIO. Let. 9. 


O my foul, inconceivably great, is that adored and 
glorious SOV REIGN, "os ſitteth upon this flood, 
as upon a throne ; nay, who holds it, diffuſe as it is 
from pole to pole, in the hollow of his hand ; and be- 
fore whom, in all its prodigious dimenſions, it is but 
as the drop of a bucket. How ſhall reptiles of the 
ground fink /ow enough in their own apprehenſions ! 
'hat humiliation can be ſufficiently deep ſor ſinful 
m>rtals, before this high and holy ONE !” Yet how 
may they rie on the wings of hope ! how may they 
_ ſoar on the pinions of faith! when, in the language 


of his prophet, and in his own SON*'s name, they thus 


addreſs the everlaſting GOD: Awake! awake ! put 
en. flrength, O arm of the LORD! awake, for our ſuc- 
cour and ſecurity, as in the ancient days, in the gene- 
rations of old Art thou not it, that hath cut Rahab, 
and wounded the dragon Art thou not it, which hath 


dried the ſea, the waters of the yreat deep? that hath 
made the depths of | the fea, a way for 17 e to 


paſs over 4? 

How grand, ſurpriſingly grand and 'wajeſtie are 

the works, as well as the attributes of an omnipotent 

BEING ! What are all the canals in all the coun- 

tries of the earth, compared with this immenſe re- 
ſervatory! What are all the ſuperb edifices, erected 

by royal munificence, compared with yonder concave 
of the ſkies! And what are the moſt pompous illu- 
minations of theatres and triumphant cities, compa- 
red with the reſplendent ſource of day! They are a 


ſpark, an atom, a drop. — Nay, in every ſpark, and a- 


tom, and drop, which proceeds from the hand of the 


ALMIGHTY, there is' the manifeſtation of a wiſdom 


and a power abſolutely incomprehenſible. 


Let us examine a ſingle drop of water, the very 


leaſt quantity that the eye can diſcern z only ſo much, 
: r juſt adhere to the point of a needle. In this 


moſt imperceptible ſpeck, a ſamous philoſopher com- 
Enter no . than thirteen nee enher. Ama- 
1 | | | zing 


1 Pla, dk. 10. : 0 Wile.” 
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zing to conceive ! impoſſible to explicate ! —If then in 
ſo ſmall a ſpeck abundantly more than ten thouſand 
globules exiſt, what myriads of myriads muſt float 
in the unmeaſured extent of the ocean !—Let the 
ableſt arithmetician try to comprehend in his mind, 
not the internal conſtitution, but only the zumber of 
theſe fluid particles. As well may he graſp the winds 


in his fiſt, or mete out the univerſe with his ſpan, as 
execute the taſk.— If then we are utterably unable to 


number (which is the me/? ſuperficial of all reſearches) 


even the moſt common works of the great JEHO. 
VAH; how can we pretend to Jay open the ſecrets, 


and penetrate the receſſes of his infinite mind! How 
can we pretend to inveſtigate the whole proceſs, and 


| ſolve all the difficulties, of that igt and drepefi of 
the divine ſchemes, RepemeTion! 


I have ſometimes been offended, I muſt confeſs, 
when you have enlarged upon the n truths of 
Chriſtianity. But 1 perceive, the beam was in m 
own eye, when I fancied the mote was in my friend's. 


Is there, in every ray of light, and in every particle 


of matter, a depth of contrivance unfathomable by 
the line of any human underſtanding? And ſhall 


there be nothing abſtruſe or profound, nothing but 
what is level to our ſcanty apprehenſions, in the great * 


things of GO D's law, and the glorious + things of 


his goſpel; To expect this, is juſt as wiſe in itſelf, 
and juſt as congruous to nature, as to expect—a ſea, 


whoſe cavities might have been dipged by our ſpade ; 
Ca ſky, whoſe arches are meaſurable by our com- 


paſs ;—a ſun, whoſe orb may be included in our lan- 


terns. 


When therefore I read of ONE 8 and e- 
ternal BEING, ſubſiſting in THREE divine PER- 


SONS; when I hear of an infinitely pure and per- 
fect GOD, made fleſh for the. redemption of finful 
men; when I meditate on the 9 and univerſal 


JUDGE, 5 


„n Tx Hoſ viii. 12. 


tr Tx he Tv Oe, i ii. 11. 
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JUDGE, reconciling the world unto himſelf, by the 
death of his own SON; —when a thouſand curious 
and inquiſitive thoughts are ready to ariſe on the oc- 
_ eaſion; I will bid them firſt ſound the depths of a 
Jingle drop, and then apply their plummet to the 
| gang ocean, This, I am very ſure, is not weak 
credulity, nor wild enthuſiaſm ; but the matureſt dic- 
tate of reaſon, and the very preciſion of truth. —Let 
then the great CREATOR make that ſublime decla- 
ration; As the heavens are higher than the earth, ſo are 
my ' ways than your ways 5 and my thoughts than your 
thoughts F, Let every human creature add that hum- 
ble acknowledgment ; O the depths of the richer, both 
of the wiſdom and knowledge of GOD ! Hew unſearchs 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out 91 
and not devotion only, but reaſon and truth, will wy 
Amen to both; * --. | 
Lou ſee, Aſpaſis, how 1 am trying to adopt your 
ſpirit. You will obſerve the willing ſcholar, though 
not the great proficient. —But ſtay ! Is this right? to 
divert from ſuch commanding ſubjects, and take no- 
tice of mere punctilios?— My friend may ſpare his 
frowns. I am ſurpriſed and angry at myſelf, Away 
with the little arts of ſelf recommendation. Self 
| ſhould be forgot, ſhould be ſwallowed up and {ft in 
devout aſtoniſhment, when we are viewing the mag- 
nificence, and meditating on the wonders of creation, 


Behind me, and far off to the north, e 8 
duſky coaſts juſt, and but juſt, emerged. Loſt were 
all her woods and mountains. Inſtead of ornamented 
towns, and cultivated plains, a confuſed miſt, or a 
low- hung cloud, ſeemed to hover on the ocean's re- 
moteſt brim. — Behind me! Remembrance is rouſed 
at the expreſſion, and conſcience ſharpens her ſting. 
Ah! how often and how long, have I treated in this 
very manner, the nobleſt ſcenes, and the ſublimeſt 
joys! have turned my Ros Lame. and ne 
Fw | creature ! 


1. i, 9. | ; s Rows 4. 33. 
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creature l- upon the heavenly country, and wander. 
ed from the regions of infinite delight! Therefore 
now they appear dim. I have ſcarcely a glimpſe of 
their tranſcendent excellencies. Or if I ſee them by 
faith, it is with frequent intermiſſions, and much ob- 
ſcurity.—Turn me, O thou GOD of my ſalvation, 
turn me from purſuing phantoms, and attach me to 
thy bleſſed Self. Let me henceforth ſteer an invari- 
able courſe to EMMANUEL's kingdom, May its 
treaſures, as I advance, open to my view, and its glo- 
ries brighten in my eye. O! may ſome odours, bet- 
ter, far better, than Sabæan ſpicy odours “, exhale 
from the delectable hills, and the celeſtial ſhores !— 
But chiefly, thou eternal SPIRIT, breathe upon my 
ſoul, both by thy convincing and con, »forting influences! 
nor ever ceaſe to ſwell my fails, and fpecd my progreſs, 
till I arrive at the land, that is very far off ; and ſee the 
KING, the KING of grace and of glory, ia all He - $ 
h ineffable b auf Fo 


0 On my left hand, a range of mountainous cliffs roſe. 
is a perpendicular Areckion The huge pile extend- 
is | ed, as far as the ſight could diſcern, its black boun- 
V 2nelod Here bending inwards to the land ; there bel- 
If lying out into the deep; every where projecting 4 
in ſhade, ſeveral leagues acroſs the ocean. 


The height of theſe cliffs fo prodigious, that every 
human creature who comes near the ſummit, ſtarts 
back terrified and aghaſt, Only a few ſtraggling goats 
venture to graze on the top: and theſe, to a perſon 
wann below, appear but as ſpecks of moving white, 


Wills 5 


8 Aluig to thoſe lines i in Milton. 


| —; when to hs who fa 
: Broad the C Cine of Hope, and now are paſt 
Moſambic, of at ſea north-eaſt winas ag 
| Sahacan odour, from the ſpicy ore 
Of Araby the bleſs'd, and many a league 
beer d with the g. ate fal ſmell old Ocean ſmiles. 
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While the ſea mews, that winnow the air about the 
middle ſteep, look like winged animalcules, purſuing 
their little ſports in a different region. — The aſped? of 
_ theſe cliffs ſo wild and horrid, it is impoſſible to be- 
hold them without a ſhivering dread. The ſpectator 
is apt to imagine, that nature had formerly ſuffered 
| ſome violent convulſions, or been ſhattered by the 
| flaming bolts, and that theſe are the diſmembered re- 

mains of the dreadſul ſtroke; the ruins, not of Per. 

ſepclis or Palmyra, but of the world! 

Amazing! What adventurous daring creature is 

vonder, gathering ſamphire from the cavities of the 

rocks! He has let himſelf down ſeveral fathoms be. 
neath the black and dizzy ſummit —He gleans a poor 


| livelihood, from the edges of danger, ſhall I ſay? ra- 


ther, from the jaws of death. I cannot diſcern the 
rope to which he clings. He ſeems to be ſuſpended 
over the tremendous precipice, by a thread, by a hair, 
by nothing. —PI look no longer. The very fight 
_ chills my veins. While I view his perilous elevation 


I can think of nothing but a headlong downfall, and 
fractured bones; of brains left to reek on the point-| 


ed crags, and blood Rireaming: on the diſcoloured 
bench. 
Suppoſe (if the mind can bear fo ſhocking a ſappo- 


ſition) ſome poor wretch, expoſed on the brow of this 
ſtupendous promontory ; without any ſupport for his 


feet; and cleaving only to a weak ſlender ſhrub, which 
but juſt adheres to the interſtices of the rock. What 
| tumultuous throbbings ſeize his breaſt ? what a dying 
paleneſs invades his checks? and what agonies of fear 
rend his heart! as he hangs, prajecting over the rag- 
ged precipice ; and ſurveys the ocean deep, wondrous 
deep b:Jow !— The bough gives way. His only hope 
fails. It yields more and more to his weight. Good 
heavens! he ſinks! he ſinks! O! for ſome friendly 
hand, to ſnatch him from periſhing ! Millions, mil. 
lions of gold, were the cheap purchaſe of ſuch a mer. 
cy.—There was a time, my ſoul, when thou waſt in 
A "Aragon, _— ſhall I lay? 1 N more dan. 


ge rous; 8 
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gerous ; tottering, not only on the verge of /ife, but 
on the very brink of hell. Remember that compaſſion» 
ate arm, which was ſtretebed out, in the very article 
of need, to reſcue thee from imminent and everlaſting 
perdition. Never forget that gracious voice, which 
ſaid, —tn accents ſweeter than the muſic of the ſera- 
phic choir, “ Deliver him from going down into the 
« pit, Let his health be reſtored, and his day of 
« grace be prolonged” _ : es 
in ſome places, the hideous ruins not only tower 
to the ſkies, but n over the ſtrand. Prominent and 
frightfully pendulous, they nod horror, and threaten 
deſtruction on all below. A perſon congratulatcs 
himſelf, when he has got clear of the bending preci- 
piece; and can hardly forbear thinking, that the enor- 
mous load is with-held by ſome unſeen hand, till the 
execrable wretch, doomed to a moſt aſtoniſhing ven- 
geance, is come within reach of the blow. And tru- 
ly, if he had the ſtrength of the elephant, or the firm - 
neſs of the behemoth, this mult grind him ro powder, 
or even crufſi him into atoms. e 
How awful to confider, that there is a day coming. 
when wicked potentates, and haughty monarchs, will 
beg of yonder ſeas, to yawn compaſſionately deep, and 


| hide them in their darkeſt abyſſes; hide them from 


the piercing eye, and avenging ſword, of inflexible 

juſtice z— That there is a day coming, when the ſoſt 
voluptuary, the wanton- beauty, and all the ungodly 
of the earth, will beſeech thoſe tremendous ridges, 


with all their unſupportable burden of craggy rocks, 


to ruſh Jown upon, their guilty heads *; if, by this 

meaus, they may be ſcreened from the infinitely more 

dreaded weight of divine indignation... | 

Vain are their cries; and vainer ſtill would be their 

refuge, ſhould their paſſionate requeſts be granted. 
Can floods conceal the impious wretches, when the ca- 
verns of the ocean ſhall be laid bare, and the founda- 
ROB re og tions 
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tions of the world be diſcovered ? Can rocks ſecrete 
an obnoxious rebel, when rocks, with all their mar- 
ble quarries, and adamantine intrails, ſhall diſſolve 
like melting wax? when hills, that plunge their 
roots to the centre, and loſe their towering heads in 
air, ſhall ſtart from their affrighted baſe t, and flee a. 
Way like a withered leaf! — Good God *! what rack - 


4 This brings to our remembrance a moſt ſublime deſcription 
of the divine POWER, which ariſes in a beautiful climax, and 
terminates in this grand idea. The voice of the LORD is iy in 
operation, the voice of the LORD is a glorious voice. The voice of the 
LORD breaketh the cedars; yea the LORD breaketh the cedars of Le- 
banon. Hr maketh them alſo to ſkip like a calf 5 Lebanon and Sirion 
like a young unicorn. Pial. xxix 4, 5, 6 | 


| The voice of the LORD is mighty in operation. This is the eneral 


propoſition ;- which, in the following ſentences, we ſee moſt mag- 
 nificently illuſtrated. —The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars : 
.. when he ſpeaks in thunder, and bids the lightening execute his or- 
ders, the trees, the cedar-trees, thoſe ſturdicſt productions of the 
earth, are ſhivercd to pieces. — Tea, the LORD breateth the cedars of 
Lebazoa; which, for ſtatelineſs and ſtrength, ſurpaſs the oaks of 
the foreft, ſurpaſs every tree of the field, almoſt as much as the oak 


| excceds a ſhrub.—It is a ſmall thing with FEHOV AH, to rend the 


trunks,. to tear up the roots, and make thoſe maſly bodies ſkip like 
a cal, even Lebanon and Sirion, the mountains on which they grow, 
tremble before their GOD. They are thrown into ſtiange commo- 


g tions; they are ready to ſpring from their foundations; and, with 
all their load of woods and rocks, appear like ſome affrighted or 


| ſome ſportive animal, that Ataris with horror, or leaps with exulta- 

tion. . C . 
* Good 60 5. — This exclamation is introduced on a very ſerious 

coccaſion, and uſed with an apparent air of reverence. Under which 


_ circumſtances, perhaps, it may be /ometimes allowable, and not diſ- 
honourable to the divine MAJESTY. But, when it is admitted” 


into ordinary converſation, on trifling occurrences, and with a le- 
vity of temper; it is itſelf a very great offence, and diſcovers a ve- 
ry irreligious ſpirit.—lt is ſo great an offence, that the GOD of hea- 
ven and earth deelares himſelf the avenger of all ſuch tranſgreſſors. 

| He will net hold them guiltleſs, or he will afſuredly puniſh them. 
And if GOD condemn, who ſhall acquit ? If HE will puntſh, Who 
can deliver from his hand It diſcovers a very irreligious ſpirit is 
a'moſt dangerous ſymptom ; ſomewhat like a plaguz pot on the 


_ converſation, It thews, that there is no ſaving health, no life of 


60 in the ſoul. Was there any ſenſibility in the conſcience, any 
' grace in the heart, it would be impoſſible to treat fo wantonly and 
jo preſumptuouſly, that glorious and fearful name, TEE LOKD 
TAY 60, Deut. xxviii. 5&, © JJ eg 


„ Roy oo ¾ *m̃̃ mt... Q VE FI 


„ „„ „ „„ 


Do am» K „ 92 . kd wy ww ot 


Let. 9. THERON ro ASPASIO. 79 


ing angviſh muſt they fo2/7 what inexpreſſibly-ſeverer 
torment mult they fear / why can implore, ardentiy 
implore as a moſt deſirable favour, what i imagination 


itſelf ſhudders to conceive. 


In ſome places, theſe mountainous declivities lift 
their brow aloft ; plant their baſis deep; and, inſtead 
of portending a fall, defy the fury of the moſt impetu- 
ous elements. Firmly conſolidated, and ſtedfaſtly e- 


ſtabliſhed, they have withſtood the united, the re- 


peated atlaults of winds and waves, through a long ſe- 
ries of revolving ages. — The ſacred writers, I obſerve, . 
ſelect almoſt all the ſtriking images which the whole 


creation affords; in order to communicate their hea- 
venly ideas, with the greateſl advantage. //aiah, de- 
ſcribing the /ecurity of the righteous, takes his com- 
pariſon from the grand ſpedtacle beſore my eyes: He 


ſhall dævell on W his place of defence ſhall be the mu- 


nitiont of rocks * ; inacceſſible as thoſe lofty ridges, . 


immoveable as their everlaſting foundations. 


Should it be afked, what theſe: munitions of rocks: 


mV ſignify ?—I find two places of refuge and ſafe- 

guard. pointed out in ſcripture z to either of which, I 
believe, the metaphor is applicable. He had h:rns, 
ſays one of the divine Pindarics, coming out of bit 
band; there was the. NOW. of his power f. Uncon- 


a | trollable 


* Iſ. xxxiii. 16. 


15 Hab. iii. 4. Horus were an emb'em of ſtrength. A horn of fal- 
vation is put for a mighty and effectual ſalvation, Luke ii. 69. Thou © 
haft heard me from among the horns of the WNICUTNS 3 thou haſt reſcued | 


me from the moſt potent and formidable enemies, P/al. xxii: 21. 


Here the word ſeems to denote that power of JEHOVAH, to 


which nothing is impoſſible; and more than ſeems, if we conſalt 
the next clauſe, There was the bading of his puer, or, as it may 


be rendered, his powerful hidiug a moſt ſecure refuge, a ſarctuary 


abſolutely inviclable. I have accommodated this paſſa ge to a dif- 
ferent ſenſe. Meditat. on a Flower Garden. But the trite ſignifi- 


cation, moſt ſuitable to the context, and moſt ſubſervient to the 
prophet's deſign, is, I apprehend, given by Theron. It is ſome- 
what like an exalted ſentiment in the Night-Thoughts; which, with 


2 mall al: eration, may ſerve as a paraphraſe on the text: 


And nature's ſbield the hollow of his band. 
A Chr fiew's field the hullow of bis band. 
R 3 


2 


trollable and omnipotent power was lodged in the 
Sreat JIEHOVAH 's hand; and this was the ſure de- 
fence, this the impregnable garrifon, for all his peo- 
ple. — The church of CHRIST is ſaid to be in the, 
cleti of the Rock * that ſpiritual Rock, of which the 


DEEMER's fide, and cut a wide and deadly paſſage. 
to his heart. Surely, the inhabitants of this Rock. 


uation hath GOD appointed, ſalvation itſelf, for walls, 
and buiwarks . — Happy ſhould I think myſelf, if I 


cliff, is erected a grand and ſtately pile. At the top, 
_ may. glaſs- diſcovers a ſuperb. lantern; at the foot, are 


lecure harbour. 


ſacred, but myſterious book explained. I would refer him to Dr 
_ G1LL's Expoſition of the Can icles: which has ſuch a copious vein, 


entertain @ curious mind; which preſents us alſo with ſach rich 
and charming diſplays of the glory of CHRIS IT's perſon, the free - 


18 THERON ro ASPASIO. Let. 9. . 


* 


Ißfaelites drank in the wilderneſs; whoſe ſacred clefts. 
were opened, when the bloody ſpear tore up the RE- 


have reaſon to ing F. . What ſhould- diſquiet them? 
Who can deſtroy them? Why ſhould not the voice of. 
Joy be in their dwellings, and that hyma of holy tri- 
umph in their mouths? We. have a. ſtrong city. Sal- 


* 


was intereſted in this SAVIOUR, and eſtabliſned on 
this Rock. _ boy | F | 


Vonder, on the ſummit of the moſt conſpicuous. 


the huts of fiſhermen, ſurrounded with various ſort-. 
of nets.— It is, I ſuppoſe a light houſe : intended to. 
appriſe the ſailor of devouring gulfs, and deſtructive. 
ſhoals; or etfe to conduct him into a.ſafe road, and 


Both the ſituation and deſign. of the building read 


Cant. ii. 14. Should the reader have an incl'nation to ſee this 


of ſanctiſied invention runn fig through it, and is interſperſed with: 
ſuch a variety of delicate and brilliant images, as cannot hut highly 


| neſs of his grace to ſinners, and the tenderneſs of his love to the- f. 
church, as cannot but adminiſter the moſt exquiſite delight to the- | 
believing ſoul. - Conſidered in both theſe views, I think, the work t 

reſembles the paradiſiacal garden; deſcribed by Milton; in which E 


Bloſſoms and fruits at once of golden hue - 
Appear d uith gay enamell d colours mix d. 
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me a leſſon; the one of awful admonition, the other 
of comfortable inſtruction.— Comfortable inflruftion. 
How maſſy and ponderous is the edifice | yet there is 
not the leaſt reaſon to be apprehenſive of a failure in 
the foundation, Was the ſtructure ten thouſand 
times larger, the ſolid rock would ſupport it, with the 
utmoſt eaſe, and the utmoſt Readineſs. Suck is 
CHRIST, ſuch are his merits, ſuch his glorious. 
righteouſneſs, to thoſe wiſe and bleſſed ſouls, who reſt 
all the weight of their everlalting intereſts on him a- 
lone. Such, did I ſay? Much ſurer. For the mMoune- 
tains may depart, and the hills may be removed * | 
but this divine baſis can never fink, can never be 3 | 


ken. Awful admonition. For. it recalls to. my me- 


mory that. alarming yet welcome text , which you 
ſtyled the ſpiritual light houſe: which has been as ſer- 
viceable to my diſtreſſed mind and bewilderedthoughts,, 
as ſuch an illuminated watch-tower to the wandering. 
and benighted mariner. May I often view eit! ever 
attend to its faithful direction; and be led, by its in- 
fhiences, into the haven, the deſired baven of peace. 
and ſalvation! 
Let me once again ſarvey thoſe vaſt but noble des. 
formities; thoſe rude but majeſtic elevations of ſtone. 
Fortiſications, reared by an almighty hand, to pro- 
tect us at once from warring elements, and invading. 
enemies. Ramparts, which overlook and command 
the ocean; which, viewed by diſtant mariners, ſeem. 
to touch and prop the ſky ; which have ſurrounded 
our iſle ever ſince the univerſal deluge, and will be 


her never-failing defence even to the general. confla« 


gration.— If ſome opinionated . engineer ſhould take it 
into his head, to ſuipe& the ſtability of theſe unſhaken_ 
and everlaſling bulwarks ; if he ſhould make propoſals 
for ſtrengthening. them with buttreſſes, or girding 
them round with cramping-irons! how would. his 
project. be received? with approbation and applauſe 2, 

®: or 


| * If. liv. 10. | 
* See Nom. ix. 30, 31, 35. and adave; Letter *. 
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or with contempt and indignation ? « Fool that he 
« is! to think of enlarging, corroborating, or impro- 


=7 ving the fini/hed and magnificent works of nature, 
% by the puny piddlings af art!“ Such, fo fooliſh. 


and prepoſterous. was my once favourite conceit, of 
adding my own performances, in order to increaſe 


tte juſtifying efficacy of CHRIST's obedience. What 


a diſparagement was this to the great, the divine 
foundation! which, for the ſupport and - ſecurity of 
hardened and endangered Haners,. is 8 


elf W all ſufficient. 7 


How changeable is the face of his liquid As fi. 
Nat long ago, there was nothing, from this ſony. 
boundary, to the horizon's utmoſt verge, but the wild- 
eſt tumult and moſt horrible confuſion. Now the 


ſtormy flood has ſmoothed its rugged brow, and the 


watery. uproar is lulled into a profound tranquillity. . 
| Where rolling mountains rathed and raged, threaten- 
| ing to daſh the clouds, and deluge the earth; there 
the gernt/eft undulations play, and only juſt wrinkle the 


ſurface of the mighty-baſon. Where the dreadful a- 
byſs opened its wide and unfathomable jaws, to ſwal- 


low up the trembling ſailor, and his ſhattered veſfel; 
there a calm and clear expanſe diffuſes its ample bo⸗ 
ſom, alluring the fiſh to baſk in the ſun, and inviting 


the ſea · fowl to watch for their prey. | 
In this fair floating mirror, ] ſee the picture of eve · 
ry cloud, which paſſes through the regions of the ſky. 


But in its uncertain and treacherous temperature, I 
| ſee more plainly the inconſtant and ever: variable con- 
dition of human affairs. I durſt not be ſurety to the 


mariner, for peaceful ſeas and ſoothing. gales. I 
could not aſcertain the continuance of this halcyon 
weather, ſo much as a ſingle day, or even to the next 


hour. And let me not tondly promiſe myſelf an an- 


interrupted tenor of ſerenity in my mind, or of proſ- 
perity in my circumſtances. — Sometimes, indeed, my- 
heart exults under the ſmile of heaven, and the favour 
of GOD, . Bye ſoon ; abt. too Toon. 1 am e 
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with fear, and oppreſſed with corruption. I ſigh out 


that paſſionate acknowledgment, Wretched man that 1 
am! and add that wiſhſul inquiry, Ma ſhall deliver 


ine For this diſordered ſtate of things, the afflicted 


patriarch's complaint, is the moſt oppoſite motto, and 

the moſt wholeſome memento ; Changes and war are 
around me. — But there is a world, where diſaſtrous 
revolutions will be known no more; where our enjoy- _ 
ments will no longer fluctuate like the ocean, but be 
more ſtedfaſt than the rocks, and more immoveable 


than the ſhores, oy 


Here I fee an immenſe collection of waters, in a 


ſtate of deep repoſe. Could I extend my view to 


ſome remoter tracts, I ſhould behold every thing 
ſmoother and caimer ſtill. Not a furrow ſinks, ner a 


ridge ſwells the ſurface of the ocean. Tis all like a 


glaſſy plain. The waves are aſleep, Echo is huſhed. - 
Not a gale ſtirs. The fea ſtagnates ;'the mariner is 


| becalmed; and the veſſel ſcarcely creeps. — Whereas, 


could I ſurvey the ſtraits of Magellan, or the gut of 


Gibraltar, i thouid find a very ſtriking difference. 


There the waters preſs in with vehemence, and ruſh 
forwards with impetuoſity. All is there in ſtrong a- 
gitation, and rapid progreſs. The ſhip. is whirled 
through the narrow paſſage ; and rides, as it were, on 


the wheels of the ſurge, or on the wings of the wind, 


— This, my dear Aſpaſſo, is a true image of what I 
have been, and of what I am. Some months ago, 
when I was inſenſible of guilt, all my prayers were 


liſtleſs, and all my religion was a ſpiritual lethargy. 
Ifelt not in my heart, what I uttered with my tongue. 


Hoſannahs were but an empty ceremony, and confef- 
ſions froze on my formal lips. — But, fince the SPIRIT 
ef GOD has awakened me from my dream, and con- 
vinced me of my ſinfulneſs, 1 can no longer be ſatis- 
fied with indolent and yawning devotions. Trials 
and temptations put ſtrong cries into my mouth. My 


foul mourns before the LORD; my deſires plead 


| © Job X, 17. 
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with the bleſſed GOD; and I am ready to ſay, as 


the patriarch of old, I cannot, I muſt not, 1 will | 
not lebthee go, unleſs thou bleſs me. 


I fee no flocks. of ſheep, with ſober aſſiduity, nib. 
bling the graſſy plains. No ſportive lambs, with in- 


nocent gaiety, friſking along the ſunny banks Here 
Are no ſtables for the generous ſeed, nor paſtures for 


the luſty heifer. Nevertheleſs, theſe watry regions 


are ſtocked with colonies of proper and peculiar inha- 


bitants: — who are clothed and accoutred in exact con- 
formity to the clime : not in ſwelling wool, or buoyant 


_ feathers; not in a flowing robe, or a full-trimmed ſuit; 
but with as much compactneſs, and with as little ſu- 


perfluity, as poſſible, They are clad, or rather ſeq» 
thed in ſcales z which adhere cloſely tn their bodies, 
and are always laid in a kind of natural oil. Than 


Which apparel nothing can be more light, and at the 
| fame time nothing more /o/id. It hinders the fluid 
from penetrating their fleſh ; it prevents the cold from 


coagulating their blood ; and enables them to make 


their way through the waters, with the utmoſt facility, 
They have each a curious inſtrument }, by which 


they increaſe or diminiſh their ſpecific gravity ; ſink 


like lead, or float like a cork; riſe to what height, or 


deſcend to what depth, they pleaſe. 


This is the abode of leviathan, hugeſt of living crea- 
tures.. Before whom the broad limbed elephant, and 


the tall necked camel, are mere ſhrimps. A ſtretch» 


_ed-out promontory, when he ſleeps; a moving ifland, 
when he ſwims; „making the fea to boil like a pot,“ 
when unwieldily wallowing, he takes his prodigious 


paſtime.— Here the , voracious ſpark, that tyrant. of 
the fluid kingdoms, and aſſaſſin of the finny nations, 
roams and commits his ravages ;.embrues his horrid 


fangs, and marks his rapid path, with blood. —Here 
dwelt that great, and greatly-ſurpriſing /h, whoſe. 
| fierceneſs and avidity the almighty SOVEREIGN em- 
R ployed 3 as his Perfirantz -r to arc. a fogitive " ok 5 
; whoſe 
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whoſe ample jaws, or capacious intrails, were the 


anguiſh are a kind of advanced guard to this monarch among the 


dungeon to confine a rebellious ſubject, and the cabin 
to lodge a penitent offender; whoſe bulk, and ſtrength, 
and ſpeed were a kind of veſſel, tranſporting this con- 
vict to the bottom of the mountains, and the bars of the 
earth *, After the criminal was ſufficiently chaſtiſed, 


and properly humbled, they ſerved as a galley with 
oars, to convey him ſafe to land. e : 


In the ſame element reſides {at leaſt takes up part 
of his reſtdence) that formidable monſter, who is made 
without fear, and has not his like upon earth. He eſ- 
teemeth the pointed iron as ſtraw, and ponderous braſs 
as rotten wood. His heart is as hard as a piece of 
the nether millſtone, and his ſcales are a coat of im- 
penetrable mail. Strength not to be reſiſted, much 
leſs to be ſubdued; lyes entrenched in his ſinewy neck, 
His eyes are like the eyelids of the opening day; and 


' when he rolls thoſe glaring orbs, there ſeems to be 


another morn riſen on mid-noon. His teeth are terrible, 
jagged for rapine, andedged with death. His throat 


is as a burning furnace; clouds of ſmoke are poured 


from his noſtrils, and flakes of fire iſſue from his mouth. 
None, no not the moſt reſolute, dares provoke him to 
the combat, or even ſtir him up from his ſlumbers. 


He laugheth at the ſhaking of the ſpear, and ſorrow 


marcbeth in triumph before him *. Whenever he raiſeth 

himſelf, the mighty are afraid ; wherever he advan- 
Er os | * Jonah ii. 6. | | | 

* Job xli. 22. M287 YI Pan> Meror, ſays Bochart, præcedit 

tanquam metator et comes, lumidique antzambulo regis, Terror and 


reptiles : they go before the monſter, as the man bearing a ſhield 
went before the Philifline gant.— The original word occurs in no 


other part of the divine book. I cannot recollect any expreſſion, 


which ſo fully repreſents its meaning, as Homer's x99:owv, or Xe- 
nophon's yavpiao Far; both which are intended te deſcribe the ar- 
dour and action of a high- mettled prancing ſteed —The whole pa- 

ragraph is a sketch of the crocedi/e's picture. It exhibites a few 


_ circumſtances, culled from that inimitable deſcription, extant in 


the book of Job; which are given, either in the ſacred writer's 
own. words, or elle in a paraphraſtic explanation of their ſenſe. 


* 
7 
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ceth, ruin is there —If a mere creature is capable of 
ſpreading ſuch alarm and dread, how greatly is the 

CREATOR himſelf to be feared ! who can turn the 

molt harmleſs inhabitant of the ocean into a ravenous 


alligator, or a horrid crocodile! who can arm every | 
reptile of the ground with all the force and rage of a | 
n VVV lng 4d 
is impoſſible to enter on the muſter-roll, thoſe | 
| ſcaly herds, and that minuter fry, which graze the 
| ſea weed, or ſtray through the coral groves. They 

are innumerable, as the ſands which lye under them; 
' countleſs, as the waves which*cover them. Here are 


uncouth animals, of monſtrous ſhapes Þ, and amazin 


= qualities“. Some that have been diſcovered by the | 


inquiſitive 


| + Monſtrous ſhapes :—Such as the ſword fiſh; whoſe upper jaw 


is lengthened in'o a ſtrong and ſharp ſword: with which he ſome» 
times ventures to attack the ſhips, though armed with thunder; | 


and is capable of piercing their ſides, though ribbed with oak. 


This mey be called the champion of the waters; who, thoygh never 
exceeding ſixteen feet in length, yet, confiding in a wea at once 
ſo truſty and fo tremendous, ſeruples not to give battle even te the 


whale himfelf.—The ſanfiſw has no tail; ſeems to be all head; and 


was it not for two fins, which act the part of oars, would be one | 


entire round maſs of fleſn —The polypus, remarkable for its nume- 
rous feet, and as many claws ; by which it has the appearance of a 
mere inſect, and ſeems fitted only to crawl. At the ſame time, an 
excreſcence, ariſing on the back, enables it to ſteer and purſue a 


| ſteady courſe in the waves. So that it may paſs under the twofold ; 
character of a ſailor and a reptile. Horace intimates, that the Bi- 


#/h ocean is famous for producing fea monſters ; FE, : 


Te belluoſus gui remotis 
Gbſtrepit oceanus Britannis. 


Amazing qualities Among theſe may be reckoned the torpeds, 
which berumbs on a ſudden, and renders impotent, whatever fiſh 

it aſſaults; and, which is a more extraordinary proper:y, ftrikes 
even the fiſherman's arm, when he offers to lay hold on it, with a 
_ temporaty deadnels. By this means, it poſſeſſes the double advan- 
lage, of arreſting its prey, and ſecuring itſelf.— The cuille fiſh, fur- 
niſhed with a liquid magazine, of a colour and conliſtence like ink: 

which, when puriued, by an enemy, the creature emits and blacks 
ens the water. By this artifice, the foe is bewildered in the chace ; 
and while the one vainly gropes in the. dark, the other ſeizes the 
ge pry Wi pon 85 =p ES opportunity, 


* 
* 
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inquiſi ive eye of man; and many more, that remain 
among the ſecrets of the hoary deep. — Here are ſholes 
and ſholes, of various characters, and of the moſt di- 
verſified ſizes; from the cumbrous whale, whofe floun- 
cings tempeſt the ocean, to the evaneſcent anchovy, 
whoſe ſubſtance diſſolves in the ſmalleſt ſricaſſee.— 
Some, lodged in their pearly ſhells, and fattening on 
their rocky beds, ſeem attentive to no higher employ, 


& = a @A A =» 


than that of imbibing moiſt nutriment. Theſe, but a 


ſmall remove from vegetable life, are almoſt rooted to 
the rocks, on which they lye repoſed. While others, 
active as the winged creation, and ſwift as an arrow 
from the Indian bow, ſhoot along the yielding flood, 
ard range at large the ſpacious regions of the deep. 
Here is the fortoiſe, who never moves but under her 
own portable pent-houſe. The her, which, whether 
he ſleeps or wakes, is {till in a ſtate of defence, and 
clad in jointed armcur. The er, a ſort of living 
jelly, ingarriſoned in the bulwark of native "ſtone. 
With many other kinds of ſea reptiles, or, as the 
Plalwille peaks, things creeping innumerable *. I am 
ſurpriſed at the variety of their figure, and charmed 
with the ſplendor of their colours. Unſearchable is 
the wiſdom, and endleſs the contrivance, of the all- 
creating GOD !—Some are rugged in their form, and 
little better than hideous in their aſpect. Their ſhells 
ſeem to be the rude production of a diſorderly jumble, 
„ 1 rather 


opportunity, and makes his eſcape — The nautilus, whoſe ſhell 
forms a natuial boat. The dextrous inhabitant unfur's. a mem- 
brane to the wind, which ſerves him inſte:d of a ſail. He extends 
alſo a couple of arms, with which, as with two fl-nder oars, he 
rows himſelf along. When he is diſpoſed to dive, he ſtrikes ſail, 
and, without any apprehenſion of being drowned, ſinks to the 
bottom. When the weather is calm, and he has an inclination ta 
ſee the world, or take his pleaſure, he mounts to the ſurface; and, 
ſelf taught in the art of navigation, performs bis voyage without 
eicher chart or compaſs; is himſelf the 2% l the rigging, and the 
pilot — For a more copious illuſtration of this emuing and wonders 
ful ſubjeQ, ſee Nat. Diſpl. vol. III | 5 
| "> Pfal. ei, a3. 
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rather than the regular eſfects of {kill and deſign, 


Yet we ſhall ſiad, even in theſe ſeeming irregularities, 


the zice/f diſpoſitions. Theſe abodes, uncouth as they 


” may appear, are adapted to the genius of their reſpec- 


tive tenants, and exactly ſuited to their particular ex- 


igencies. Neither the Ionic delicacy, nor the Corinthian 


. richneſs, nor. any other order of architecture, would 


have ſerved their purpoſes half ſo well, as this ar 


and homely fabric. 


Some, on the other hand, are . neat. 


Their ſtructure is all ſymmetry and elegance. No 
enamel in the world is comparable to their poliſh, 


There's not a room of ſtate, in all the palares of Eu- 


rope, ſo brilliantly adorned, as the dining- room and 
the bed- chamber of the little fiſh, that dwells in mo- 
ther of pearl. Such a lovely mixture of red, and blue, 
and green, ſo delightſully taining the moſt clear and 


_ glittering ground, is no where elſe to be ſeen. The 
roy al power may covet it, and human art may mimic· 


it; but neither the one nor the other, nor both united, 
will ever be able to equal it. 


But what I admire more than all kbeir 1 97 their 


N ſpots, and their embroidery, is, the extraordinary 


proviſion made for their et. Nothing is morefre- 
liſhing and palatable than their fleſh, Nothing more 


heavy and fluggiſh than their motions. As they have 


no ſpeed to eſcape, neither have they any dexterity to 


elude the foe, Were they naked or unguarded, they 
muſt be an eaſy prey to every free booter that roams 
the ocean —To prevent this fatal conſequence, what 


46 only clothing to other animals, is to them a clothing, 


a houſe, and a caſtle. They bave a fortification, that 
grows with their growth, and is a part of themſelves. 
By this means, they live ſecure amidſt millions and 
- Millions of ravenous jaws : by this means, they are 
| imparked, as it were, in their own ſhell ; and, ſcreen- 


ed from every other aſſault, are reſerved for the uſe 


and pleaſure of mankind. 


This is the birth-place of cod, the 10 0558 repaſt 


of Lent, I his | ts the nurſery of tailor, for its . 


. err, os. en ey. , www al ie. a a4 os. ras :.* 


— — 


„„ way ys oP 


9 = © 


r 


D 14 Mw. 


- 


Let. 9. THERON ro ASPASIO. 207 


ſite reliſh juſtly ſtyled, the pheaſant of the waters, 
Hence comes the fturgeon, delicious even in pickle, 
and a regale for royal luxury; hence the founders, 

dappled with reddiſh ſpots, and a ſupply for vulgar. 
| wants.— Here dwell the mackarel, decked, when haled 


from their native element, richly decked with the 


molt gloſſy dies ; the herring, whoſe back is mottled 
with azure, and his belly ſleek with filver : the /a/mon, 
in plainer habit, but of larger ſabtance, and higher 
| eſtzem, than either or both the preceding, —Thefe, 


when ſhotten and lean, wander wildly up and down 5 
the vaſt abyſs. When plump and delicate, they throng 
our creeks, and ſwarm in our bays: they repair to 
the ſhallows, or haunt the running flreams,—Who 
bids theſe creatures [evacuate the ſhores, and diſperſe 


_ themſelves into all quarters, when they become worth- 


eſs and nufit for our ſervice? Who rallies and-recals 


the undiſciptined vagrants, as ſoon as they are impro- 


ved into dzlirable food? Who appoints the very ſcene 
of our ambuſhes, to be the place of their rendezvous ? 


ſo that they come like volunteers to our nets ?—Sure- 


ly, the furlow is ſigned, the ſummons iſſued, and the 


point of re-nnion ſertled, by a providence ever indul- 


gent to mankind, ever ſtudious to treat us with dain- 


ties, and load us with daintie *. 


We have wondered at + our SAVIOUR penetra- 
tion and power ;—his penetration, which, though, the 
ſea was at a diſtance, and walls intervened, diſcerned 
the fiſh, that had jaſt ſwallowed a piece of money ;— 


his power, which, without any delay, brought the 


lawleſs rambler, charged with the ſilver ſpoil, to Pe- 
ter's hook. But is it not equally wonderful, to ob- 
ſerve ſuch innumerable multitudes of finny viſitants, 
annually approaching our ſhores, and crowding our 
banks? which furniſh our tables with a wholeſome - 
and delicate repaſt; at the ſame time that they yield 


„Paal. viii. 19. +16 t See Letter vill. 
| 8 Ca 
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to our nation a revenue t, more certain, and no leſs 
_ conſiderable, than the mines of Peru. 

Theſe approach, while thoſe of enarmous ſize and 
tremendous appearance abanden the ſhores, The latter 
might endanger the fifherman's ſafety, and would 
certainly ſcare away the valuable fith from our coaſts, | 

They are therefore relirained by an inviſible hand, 

and abſcond in the abyſſes of the ocean, Juſt as the 

wild beaſts of the earth, impelled by the ſame over. | 

_ ruling. power, hide themſelves in the receſſes of the | 
foreſt.— A ſhip, infected with a p:ſtilential diſtemper, 

is obliged to keep off at ſea; and not permitted to | 
enter the port, till ſhe has performed her quarantine, | 

In like manner, theſe monſters of the deep, whoſe | 
very bufineſs is deſtruction, are laid under a providen. | 

_ Hal interdict: only with this very deſirable difference, 
that, as their preſence would always be pernicious, 

they are rever ſuffered to come near; their quarantine 

JJ 1 A 
Al now the beaſts, and they ſhall teach thee ; and | 
the fowls of the air, and they ſhall tell thee : or ſpeak to | 
the earth, and it ſhall teach thee * ; and the fiſhes of 
the ſea ſhall declare unto thee ;—that the LORD. is gra- 
cious z that his tender mercies are over all his works; 
that to ws he is ſuperabundantly and profuſely good: 
| having ordered all things in the ſurges of the ocean, 
as well as on the ſurface of the ground, for our rich | 
accommodation, and for our greateſt advantage. 


2. 88 82 JI COA US 6 1 8 8 age 


One circumltance relating to the natives of the 25 
deep, is very peculiar, and no leſs aſtoniſhing. As Wl ra 
they neither ſow, nor reap; have neither the produce IT. 
| 8 3 2 oh 3 oy in 
I Weare told by the aſore· mentioned author, that the banks of . 9, 
Neu. ſeundlaud alone, bring in to the proprietors of that fiſnery, a 2d 
revenue of ſeveral millions every year —And they will, in all pro- co 
babilicy, be an umimpairsd reſonree of treaſure, when the richeſt. tO: 
5 mine: now wrought in the world, are chok2d up or exhauſted | art 
9b xii, 7, 8 The ewth is repreſented, as bearing witr.eſs to ph, 
the immenſe benigrity of the bleſfd GOD. Some minutes, Or 4 or. 


ſhort abHrag, of her teſtimonmy on this occaſion, may be few in 
Leiter Li. e | 5 
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k of the hedges, nor the gleanings of the field; they are 

| obliged to plunder and devour one another, for neceſ- 

J ſary ſubſiſtence. They are a kind of authoriſed ban» 
- ditti, that make violence and murder * their proſeſſed 
4 trade. —By this means, prodigious devaſtations enſue; 
1 and, without proper, without very extr acrdinary re» 
i = cruits, the whole race muſt. continually dwindle, and 
| : at length be totally extinct.— Were they to bring 
forth, like the molt prolitic of our terreſtrial animals, 
0 a dozen only, or a ſcore at each birth; the increaſe 
would be unſpeakably too ſmall for the conſumption. 
% The weaker ſpecies would be deſtroyed by the ſtrong. 

„er; and, in time, the ſtronger: muſt periſh, even by 


if | their ſucceſsſul endeavours to maintain themſelves. — 
= Therefore. to ſupply. millions of aſſaſſins with their 


= prey, and millions of tables with their food, yet not 
55 to depopulate the watery realms; the iſſue produced 
hs by every breeder is almoſt incredible. They ſpawn, . 
not by ſcores or hundreds, but by thouſands and by 
„ millions f. A /ngle mother is pregnant with a nation.“ 
Ph | By which amazing, but molt needtul expedient, a pe- 


of riodical repar ion is made, proportionable to the im- 
menſe havock. „ 5 


"As | of | 
cs; g 1 1 a 5 9 8 = 5 * =; 
d 2s the ſea is peopled with animated inhabitants, it 
ch | 


To this, I believe, the prophet alludes, in that remarkable ex- 
preflion, Thou make ſt men as the fiſbes of the fea, Thou ſuffereſt : 
men to commit, without reſtraiut or controu!, all manner of out- 
rages. What ſhould be a civil community, is a ſcene of- oppreſſion. 
The weakeſt area prey tothe ſtrongeſt, and every one ſeeks the 
deſtruction of his neighbour. Hab. i. 14 | TY bs 

+iMr Petit found 342,144 eggs in the hard roe of a carp, ſixteen | 
inches long. Mr Lewerboeck counted, in'a cod of an ordinary ze, - 
9,384,000 eggs -A fecundity perfeciiy amazing! but admirably - 
adapted to the preſſing exigencies of the watery world; admirably  - 
contrived for the benefit and delight of mankind !—If we advert 
to this peculiarity, it will give the utmoſt emphaſis. to the patri- 
| arch's ine laphorical expreſſion, and an inimitable beauty to bis pre- - 

phetic with, 20> u Let theſe my grandſons grew into a niultitude; 
or, which is more exactly anſwerable to the original, Jet them mule - 
lip h abundantly, even like the fiſhes of the ocean, Gen. xlviii, 16 
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is alſo variegated with vegetable produdions, Some 
foft as wool; others hard as tone, Some rife, like a 
lea fle ſs ſbrub; ſome are expanded, in the form of a 
net; ſome grow with their heads downward, and ſeem 
rather hanging on, than ſpringing from, the juttings 
of the rocks. Theſe may, with much greater propriety, 

than the famous plantations of Semiramis, be called 
penfle gardens. — But, as my walk reached no farther 


- Aua the purlieus of the oce an; as neither you nor {| 


_-  wouid offer in general. 


have ever taken a ſingle turn among thoſe ſubmarine 
groves; as Moſes, Foſhua, and Fonah, the only writers 
that ever made the wonderful tour, intent upon more 
important themes, have left us no memoirs relating to 

this curious point; I thall not venture to advance any 
thing particular on the ſubject. Only one remark I 


The herbs and trecs, which Dooriſh on the dry 


land, are maintained by the juices, that permeate the 


- foil, and fluQuate in the air. For this purpoſe, they 
are ſurniſhed with leaves, to collect the one; and with 
roots to attract the other. Whereas, the ſea-plants, 
finding ſufficient nourithment in the cireumambient 
waters, have no occaſion to detach a party of roots 
into the ground, and forage the earth for ſuſtenance. 
| Tnfttad therefore of penetrating, they are but juſt 
tacked to the bottom; and adhere to ſome ſolid ſub- 
ſtance, only with ſuch a degree of tenacity, as may ſe- 
cure them from being toſſed to and fro, by the ran- 
dom agitation of the waves. 
We ſee from this, and numberleſs other rnftinces. 
what a diver/ity there is in the operations of the great 
 CREATOR's hand. Yet every alteration is an im- 
provement, and each new pattern, has a peculiar fitneſs 
of its own. — I he ſame economy takes place, ſuch a 
difference of adminiftration I mean, in his government 
of the rational world. In “ chuſing an heritage for 
bis people,” and aſſigning a condition to each cf his 
lervants, there is a great variety with. reſpect to indi- 
viduals; yet a perfect uniformity, and complete har- 
Dong, with reſped to A WR Some be calls out 
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to a courſe of diſtinguiſhed labours. They make an 
illuſtrious figure in life, and appear as a city ſet on an 
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hill * Others he configns over to obſcurity. Ihey 
are like the prophets, whom good Cbadiab hid in a 


cave, and are ſtyled his ſecret ones Þ. Theſe, the ce- 


dars, which ſtand conſpicuous on the top of Lebanon 


thb iſe, the violets, which lye concealed at the foot of a 
$; Paul was eminently qualified for buſy ſcenes, and 


the moſt extenſive ſervices. He is introduced, there- 
fore, into places of concourſe. His miniſtry lyes a- 
midſt the moit renowned and populous cities. Even 
his impriſonment at Rome ſeems to have been a provi- 
dential expedient for fixing him, as it were, on the 


age of public obſervation, and in the very centre of 
_ univerſal intelligence. Where his preaching was like 


plunging a ſtone into the midſt of a ſmooth canal; 
which affects not only the neighbouring parts of the 
ſurface, but ſpreads the floating circles over all the 


wide expanſe. —Whereas, the beloved Jahn, being leſs 


fitted to buſtle among a crowd, is ſeut into the unfre- 
quented /o/ztary iſland; there to indulge the flights 
of heavenly contemplation ; and receive, with unin- 
terrupted attention, the myſterious viſions of GOD. 
'— Fob thall have thorns in his path; have the dung- 


hill for his ſeat; and be expoſed, as a mark, to all the 


arrows of tribulation. So/cmon ſhall dip his foot in 
oil; ſhall be elevated on the throne of royalty; and 


ſurrounded with the moſt Javiſh careſſes of heaven, 


In all this ſeeming, this more than ſeeming contra«- 


riety, there is a diſplay, not only of ſovereign authori- 


ty, but of conſummate propriety.—The great HEAD 
of the church acts like a judicious general; and ap- 
points ſuch a ſtation to each of his ſoldiers, as corre - 
ſponds with the ability he gives. He acts like the 
"moſt fkilful ian; and preſcribes ſuch a remedy _ 
for all his patients, as is molt nicely ſuited to their re- 

fpective cafes. He knows the preciſe point of Bod, 


| ®Motth,'v, IS. trat han 3. 


the particular place of abode, the peculiar circumſtan- 


ces of condition, which are moſt proper for each and 


every of his children; and like a tender as well as un» 
erring father; what he knows to be beſt, that he con- 


ſtantiy allots.—I faid, like a general, like a phyſician, 


: like a father. But the compariſon is low; z the lan- 


guage is inexpreſſive; CHRIST is all that is implied 


in theſe relations; and unſpeakably more. Ol that we 


may rejoice in the ſuperintendency of ſuch a SAVI. 
| OUR; and not only reſign ourſelves to his will, but 
than him for managing the helm; hank him for 


ſteering our courſe, through the changes of time, and 


the uncertainties of futurity. Since, whatever our fro- 
ward and petulant paſſions may ſuggeſt, the LORD's 


ways are ſo far from being unequal, that they have all 


poſſible fitneſs and propriety; ; ey are ordered. 6c in 


6. . W and meaſure. 


Allis ſo very diſkerent 3 the proſpects, which 
lately preſented themſelves, that I can hardly forbear 
aſleing, whether I am not tranſlated into a new world ? 
— Where are the waving hillocks, covered with the. 


_ EREATOR's bounty? where are the fruitfal val- 


leys, made vocal with his praiſe ? No caltured field, 


no opening bloſſom, not ſo much as a green leaf ap- 


pears. None of my late entertainments remain, but 
only the cooling zephyrs. Which are no longer: per- 
fumed with the breath of flowers, but impregnated 
with the fre/rneſs of the ocean,— Yet though all thoſe. 
lovely landſcapes are withdrawn; though the gur- 
| fol, fountain is ſilenced, and the blooming garden 
}R, Lam not far from the origin, both of the odours 
which exhale from- the one, and of the-cryital which 
flows from the other. I am now upon the margin of 
that grand reſerviiry, which ſupplies the country with 
its fertility, and the parterre with its beauty, —The. 


ſea is the ine xhauſtible ciſtern of the univerſe. The 
air and ſun conſtitute the mighty engine, which wor ks, 


vithout intermiſhon, to raiſe the liquid treaſure. While 
the. clouds. 88 as. - io many aquedudtry t to convey. the. 
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genial ſtores along the atmoſphere; and diſtribute 
them at ſeaſonable periods, and in regular proportions, 


through all the regions of the globe. 


I queſtion, whether the united application of man- 
kind could, with their utmoſt ſkill, and with all poſ- 
ſible percola:ions, fetch a ſingle drop of perfedly. ſweet 
water“ from this unmeaſurable pit of brine, Yet the 
action of the ſolar beat draws off, every hour, every 


minute, millions and millions of tons, in vaporous 


exhalations : which, being ſkillfully parcelled out, and 
ſecurely lodged in the bottles of heaven f, are ſent a- 
broad, ſweetened, and refined, without any brackiſh 


tin&ure, or the leaſt bituminous ſediment :z—ſent a- 


broad upon the wings of the wind, to dil in dews, 


or pour themſelves in rain; to ooze from the orifices of 


fountains ; to trickle along the veins of rivulets, to 


riſe in the cavities of wells; to ro, in many a head- 


long torrent, from the ſides of mountains; to flo, in 


copious ſtreams, amidſt the boſom of burning deſerts, 


and through the heart of populous kingdoms, in order 

to refreſh and fertilize, to beautify and enrich, every 

ſoil, in every elime. | 93 . 
{ed Ree How 


I have not forgotten, what was lately affirmed in our public 


papers, that a certain ingenious gentleman, I think in the city of 


Durham, had found out the art of ſweetening ſea-water.—What he 
produced, might probably approve itſelf to the taſte, and not be 
without its uſefulneſs, Yet 1 cannot but query, whether it will be 
found to have all thoſe fine, balmy, ſalutiferous qualities which 
diſtinguiſh and reeommend the rain-water ; which has been exha- 
led by the kindly warmth of the ſun ; has bcen filtrated by paſſing 
and repaſſing through the regions of the air; has been clarified in 
the higheſt and pureſt tracts of the atmoſphere; has been further 


refined and perfected by the ſearching agency of the winds.——I 


ſhould very much wonder if the fury alembec could equal this 


| grand apparatus of nature. 


- + So the clouds are elegantly ſtyled in ſacred writ, Fob xxxvili. 37. 


9 We are obliged to Clemens Romanus, for the moſt juſt and ele. 
Bant repreſentation of fountains and their uſefulnels, that perhaps 


any. where exiſts, Atxyvaci re Thy, Tpos ANINXUTWV % uſtziar Inuuigps 
Tu Ng, 0158 NE I, Tape AC Two ps Corry avYporoig Oi fut. 
1 epiſt. ad Corinth. He calls fountains, the breaſts or leuts, of the 


. earth, The compariſon, I believe, is his own; and nothing can 


exceed it, as to propriety and beauty, 
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How amiable is the goodneſs, and how amazing is 
the power, of the world's adorable MAKER !—How 
amiable his goodneſs / in diftributing ſo largely, what 
is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, and ſo extenſively beneficial ! 
That water, without which we can ſcarce perform any 
bduſineſs, or enjoy any comfort, ſhould be every one's 
property; ſhould ſpring up from the ſoil ; ſhould drop 


down from the clouds; ſhould ſtream by our houſes ; 


ſhould take a journey, from the ends of the earth, and 
the extremities of the ocean, on purpoſe to ſerve us.— 
How amazing his power © that this boundleſs maſs of 
fluid ſalt, fo intolerably navſeons to the human taſte, 
ſhould be the original ſpring, which deals out every 
palatable draught to mankind, and queriches the thirſt 
of every animal! Doubtleſs, the power by which this 
is effected, can extract comfort from our afflictions, 
advantage from our calamities, and nate all thing. 
ork together for our good . „ 
Voaſt and various are the advantages , which we ere - 
ceive from the liquid element; va, as its unbound- 
ed extant; vario, as its ever mutable ſur face. The 
ſweet waters glide along the earth, in ſpacious cur- 
rents; which not only exhilarate the adjacent country, 
by their humid train, and exhaling moiſture ; but, by 
ziving a briſk impulſe to the air, prevent the unwhole- 
| em ſtagnation of their own vapours. — They paſs by 
opulent cities, and receiving all their filth, rid them 
of a thouſand nuifances : which, when once commit- 
ted to theſe fluid ſcavengers, are as effectually fecreted, 
as if they were buried ever ſo deep in the earth, —Yet, 
though they condeſcend to ſo mean an employ, they 
are fitted for more honourable ſervices. They enter 
the gardens of a prince, and compoſe ſome of the moſt 
_ delightful ornaments of the place. They glitter "oo 


8 22 4 ee 
+ The high value which mankind ſet upon this element, and 
the many benefirs they receive from its miniſtration, both theſe 
particulars are very ſtrongly expreſſed by the Hebrews : who call a 
pool or reſervior of water NIN2; which denotes, in us primary 
fignification, à le ſiag, Cant. vil 4 If vii. 3. 
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the imagination, as they aſcend in curious jet d'caus, 


| 
| They yield a nobl-r entertainment, as, forming theme 
| ſelves into ſheets of ſloping ſilver, they fall in grace- 
ful or ia grand caſcades.—-If, inſtead of beautifiers, we 
: think proper to make uſe of them as drudges, they ply 
at our mills; they toil inceſſantly at the wheel; and, 
; by working the hugelt engines, take upon themſelves 
1 an unknown ſhare of our fatigue, and ſave us a pro- 
_ | portionable degree of expence. 
f 80 forcibly they act, when collected; and moſt ſur- 
f priſingly they infinuate, when detached. They throw 
8 themſelves into the body of a plant; they penetrate the 
4 minuteſt of its organized tubes j and find a paſſage. 
7 through meanders, foo ſmall for the eye to diſcern, s 
% numerous and intricate even for imagination to follow. 
o difficultly does a labourer that ſerves the maſon, 
> puſh his way up the rounds of a ladder, bending un- 
TX der the burden of mortar on his head! while theſe ſer- 
4. vants in the employ of nature, carry their load to a 


0 much greater height; and climb with the utmoſt eaſe, 


my even without the aſſiſtance of ſteps or of ſtairs, They 

1 convey the nutrimental ſtores of vegetation, from the 
- loweſt fibres that are plunged into the ſoil, to the very 
5 topmęſt twigs that wave amidſt the clouds. They are 
by the caterers, for the vegetable world; or (if I may be 
” allowed the auer dag the /utlers, which attend the 
22 whole %% of plants, to furniſh them with ſeaſonable 
A q refreſhment, and neceſſary proviſion. By means of 
45 which, the trees of the LORD are full of ſap, even the 
Ka cedars of Lebanon which HE hath planted *. And, 
| Y notwithſtanding their valt elevation, and prodigious | 
550 diffuſion; though they are abandoned by man, and 
OY deprived of all cultivation; yet not a fingle brauch is 


a deſtitute of leaves; nor a ſingle leaf of moiſture. 
Beſides the ſalutary, cleanly, and *:rviceable eircu- 

lation of the rivers; the ſea has a libration, no leſs ad- 
and vantageous, and much more remar kable. —Every day, 


this N 


* Pal, cly, 16. 


the eye, as they float in the ample cenal. They amuſe 
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; this immenſe collection of waters, for the ſpace of five 
or fix hours, flows towards the land; and after a 


ſhort pauſe, retires again to its inmoſt caverns; taking 


up nearly the ſame time in its retreat, as it required 
for its acceſs. — How great is the power, which ſets the 
whole fluid world in motion! which protrudes to the 


ſhores ſuch an inconceivable weight of waters, with - 


out any concurrence from the winds, frequently in di- 


rect oppoſition to all their force! How gracious alſo is 


the Providence, which kids the mighty element per- 


form its tumbling revolutions, with the moſt exact 


punctuality! Was it ſuffered to advance with a lawleſs 


and unlimited ſwell, it might ſweep over kingdoms, 


my 


and deluge whole continents. Was it irregular and 
uncertain in its approaches, - navigation would be at a 
Rand, and trade become precarious.— But, being con- 
ſtant at its lated periods, and never exceeding its ap. 
pointed bounds, it creates no alarm to the 288 885 and 


affords very conſiderable aids to traffic. , 
The tide, at its flow, ruſbirg up our large rivers, 


c and deepens the paſſage; in many places ſoreads 
a copious flood, where a dry and empty walte lay be- 
| fore.—ls the ſailor returned from his voyaye, and 


waiting at the mouth of the channel? The flux is rea- 


dy to convey his veſſel to the very doors of the owner; 


and without any hazard of ſtriking on the rocks, or 


being faftened in the ſands. — Has the merchant freight- 


ed his ſhip? would he have it transferred to the ocean? 


The reflux tenders its ſervice; and bears away the load, 


with the utmoſt expedition, and with equal ſafety.— 


Behold, O man! how greatly thou art beloved, how | 


highly favoured by thy MAKER! In what part of his 
works has he forgotten or overlooked thy welfare? 


Shew me a creature, point out a ſpot, in the forma- 


tion or diſpoſition of which, he has not been mindful 
of thy intereſts ?' He has made thee to have dominion 
over the works of his hands, and has put all things in 
- ſuljedtion under thy feet. All ſheep and oxen ; the fowls 
of the airy and the . N and the ſurges of the 


3 


A 


” we „ 
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\ſea , are ſubſervient to thy benefit. Even theſe, 
wild and impetnous as they are, yield their willing 


backs, to receive thy load; and, like an-indefatigable 
beaſt of burden, carry it to the e which thou {halt 


nomi nate. 


What preſerves this vaſt flood in a Rate of perpe- 4 


tual parity? It is the univerſal ſewers, into which. 
are diſcharged the refuſe and filth: of the whole world. 


That which would defile the land, and pollute the air, 


is tranſmitted to the ocean, and neither miſchief nor 
| inconvenience enſue. —Thoſe ſwarms of locuſts, — 
which, while fiving, were a plague to Pharsah, by 
their loathed intruſion ;3 and when dead, might have . 
cauſed a more dreadful plague, by their noiſome 
ſtench; ſwept into the ſea, were neither peſtilential, 
nor offenſive. How then is this receptacle of every 
nuiſance kept clean? Why does it not contract a nox- 
jous taint, and diffuſe a deſtructive contagien ? ſuch © 
as would render it a 2 to the Aquatic, and bane to 
the terreſtrial animals ?—” Tis owing, partly to its in- 
ceſſant motion. partly to its ſaline quality. By the 
one, it is ſecured from any internal principle of cor- 


ruption; by the other, it wor ks it ſelf clear from every 
| adventitious defilement. 


A directory this, and a pattern for W. The 


may divine grace, like the penetrating power of ſalt, 


cure the depravity of my heart, and rectify the diſ- 


orders of my temper ! ſeaſon my words, and make all 
my converſation ſavoury-! —Thus may a continual 
courſe of activity, in y ſecular and my ſacred veca- 

tion, prevent the pernicious effects of indolence! Let 


me daily exerciſe, or be attempting to exerciſe, the 


graces of C hriſtianity. leſt faith become feeble; leſt 


hope contract dimnefs; and charity wax cold. 


Now the tide begins to flow. Wave riſcs upon 


wave, and billow rolls over billow. Nothir g' can di- 
Ws, ——_— retard. its progreſs; 3 no, not fer a mo- 


ment. 


>. Prat, vil. 6, 7, s. 
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ment. Though Canutus be in the way *; though his 
royal authority, and ſtrict prohibition, nay, though 
all the forces of his kingdom oppoſe ; it will never dif- 
continue the advancing ſwell, till it has reached the 
_ deſtined point. — So, may I always abound in com- 
munion with GOD, or in beneficence to men; re- 
- ſigning one religious or charitable employ, only to 
enter upon another; and be Zhus preſſing forward, fill 
_ preſling forward to the prize of my high calling in 
CHRIST FESUS;—diftering from theſe regular vi- 
ciſſitudes of the ocean, only in ene particular ; that 
ꝛzuy endeavours never ebb, „y ſon] never draws back. 
Since this would be, if rfemporary, to my grievous. 
_ loſs; if Anal, to my aggravated perdition”®  - 


Conſider the ſea in another capacity, and it connecbt 
the remoteſt realms of the univerſe, by facilitating an 
intercourſe between their reſpective inhabitants. — 


Alluding to a memorable and inſtruftive ſtory, recorded of 
| King Canutus : who, probably withour having read, had neverthe= 
leſs thoroughly learned, that excellent leſſon of Horace e 


| Regum timendorum in proprios greges, 
Reges in ipſes imperium eft Jovis. 


ZSome of his abject and deſigning flatterers had the impious aſſurance 
to tell him, „ his power was more than human.“ - To convince 
them of their folly, and rebuke them for their felſchood, he or- 
dered his chair of ſtate to be placed on the extremity of the ſhore, 
jiuſt as the tide began to flow. Here he took his teut, in the pre- 
| Jence of the paraſites, and many other atterdants. Then, with 
all that dignity of air, and ſeverity of accent, which ſovereign au- 
| thority knows how to aſſume, be ſaid.— Thou ſea, the land on 
„ which I fit is mine; nor has any one dared to invade my rights, 
or diſobey my commands, wiihout ſuffering the deſerved puniſh« 
* ment, I charge thee, therefore, on pain of my higheſt diſplea- 
4 ſure, not to enter theſe territories, nor touch the feet of Eng- 
„ /and's monarch.” e 8 | pr pat 
When the rude waves made bold to enter on the forbidden 
round; nay, when thoſe uncourtly things preſumed to ruſh upon 
the royal ſeat, and even to daſh his Majeſty's perſon ; he ſtarted 
\ - _ -._ from his throne, and bid every beholder obſerve the impotence of 
3 earthly kings; bid them remember, that HE alone is worthy of 
the name, whom winds, and waves, and univerſal nature obey. 


* 


*. 


— 


\ 
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N What ſhort· ſighted beings are mankind! how ex- 
tremely ſuperficial their views! how unavoidable 
therefore their frequent miſtakes! The ancients look-. 
ed upon this bottomleſs deep, as an unpaſſable * gulf. 
If our forefathers were ſo egregiouſly miſtaken in this 
. inſtance ; let us not too peremptorily pronounce up- 
on any difficult or mylterious point; leſt ſucceeding. 
generations, or a more enlightened ſtate, ſhould cover 
us with the double confuſion of child ſh ignorance, 
and fooliſ# conceit, 

We have clearly Ae and happily expe- 
rienced, the very reverſe of that grey headed ſurmiſe 
to be true. Lhe ocean, inſtead of being a bar of ſe- 
paration, is the great bond of union. For this pur- 

poſe, it is never exhauſled, though it ſapplies the 
whole firmament with ciouds, and the whole earth 
with rains; nor ever, overflows, though all the rivers 
in the univerſe are perpetually augmenting its ſtores, 
and pouring in their tributary floods. By means of 
this element, we travel farther, than birds of the 
ſtrongeſt pinion fly; and diſcover tracts, which the 
vulture's eye has never ſeen *. We make a viſit to 
nations, that lie drowned in their midnight ſlambers, 
when every induſtrious perſon on this part of the 
globe, is beſtirring himſelf in all the hurry of buſineſs, 
We cultivate an acquaintance, with the ſun burnt Ve- 
Ero, and the lhivering Icelander. We croſs the flam- 
ing line, we penetrate the frozen pole, and wing our 
way even round the world. 

This is the great vehicle of commerce. Not to men- 
tion the floating caſtles, which contain whole armies; 
which bear the thunder, the fiery tem̃peſts, and all 
the dreadful artill-ry of war; what a multitude of 
ſhips, of the largeſt dimenſions, and moſt prodigious 

burden, are continually paling and re paſſing this uni- 


| verſal. 
» 5s Bens adſceidit 
N oceano diffociabili 
Tierras. Hex. 
„„ fob viii. 5. — 2 
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verſal thoroughfare! ſhips, that are freighted, not 
with ſacks, but with harveſts of corn; that carry not 
pipes, but vintages of wine; that are laden, not with 
bars of iron, blocks of marble, or wedges of gold, 
but with whole quarries of maſſy tone, and whole 
mines of ponderous metal. All which, lodged in 
_ theſe volatile fierehouſes, and aftuated by the breath 
of heaven, are wafted to the very ends of the earth 
wafted, enormons and unweildly as they are, more 
expeditiouſly than the light 5er/in bowls along the 
road; almoſt as ſpeedily, as the nimble-footed rue 
bounds over che hills +% EEE EE 
Aſtoniſhing ordination of eternal wiſdom ! yet moſt 
graciouſly contrived for the benefit of mankind ! I 
can hardly ſatisfy my view, in beholding this rolling 


chaos; I can never ceaſe my admiration, in contem- 


Plating its amazing properties :—That an element, ſo 
_ wnſtable and fugitive, ſhould bear np ſuch an immenſe 
weight, as would bend the firmeſt floors, or burſt the 
ſtrongeſt beams !—That the % and yielding air ſhould 
drive on, with fo much facility and ſpeed, bodies of 
ſuch exceſſive bulk, as the ſtrength of a legion would 
be unable to move !—That the air and the water, act. 


ing in conjunction, ſhould carry to the diſtance of 


many thouſand miles, what the united force of men 
and machines could ſcarcely drag a ſingle yard —Pu- 
ny and deſpicable are our attempts; but great and 
marvellous are % works, O LORD GOD almigh- 
ty! If thou wilt werk, ſays the prophet, who or what 
hall let it * ? Neither the meanneſs of the inſtrument, 
nor the greatneſs of the event. A ſling and a ſtone 
1hall lay the gigantic bravo in the duſt . An ox- 
goad ſhall do more execution than a battery of can- 

„„ . | DON. 


+ A ſhip, under a brisk and ſteady. ga'e, will fail at the rate of 
2165 miles in 24 bours; perſevering, if the wind continues favours 
able, in the Cane rapid career, for ſeveral days together: A cowle, 
which, conſidering both its ſwifine and duration, cannot be e- 


qualled by the ableſt kerſe, perhaps not by the nimbleſt creature 


| Abat ireads the ground, _ Pre 8 
* If. xliii. 13. nan i e. 


n. 8 n . . 8 
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non f. Even a worm ſhall threſh the mountains, and 


beat them ſmall, and make the hills as chaſſ 9. GOD 


ALL-SUFFICIENT is his name, and out of weak- 


neſs he. maketh his ſtrength perſet.—O ! that we, 
my dear Aſpaſis,—that I eſpecially, - may be ſtrong 


in the LORD, and in the power of his might! Then, | 
as the light air is made to act with a more ſorcible 


impulſe, than the moſt vigorous engines; as the fluid 
water is made to ſuſtain more. ponderous loads, than 


the molt. ſubſtantial works of maſonry ; ſo we, who | 
in ourſelves are nothing but imprtznce, ſhall be en- 
abled to triumph over the legions of hell, and tread. 


down all the temptations of the world. | 


How are the mariners conducted through this fluid © 


common, than which nothing is more wide, and no- 
thing more wild? Here is no tract to be followed; no 


% were eſcorted through the eaſtern deſerts. No; 
ut by a mean, contemptible, and otherwiſe worthleſs 
faſſil-—The apoſtle Janes mentions it, as a very ob- 


polis of direction to be conſulted; nor any ſhepherd's 
hut, where the wandering traveller may aſk his way. 
Are they guided by a pillar of fire in the night, or 
a moveable cloud in the day? as the ſons of Jacab ard 


ſervable fact, that the /hips,, which are ſo great, and 
driven ef fierce winds, yet are turned about with a ve. 


ry ſmall helm, whitherſoever the governor. lifleth *, Is 
it not equally. wonderful, that they ſhould be led 


through ſuch a pathleſs and unmeaſurable waſte; by ſo 
ſmall an expedient, as the intervention of the Had. 


* 


lone Till this ſurpriſing mineral was diſcovered, 


and its properties were improved, navigation lay ia 
its cradle; was, at bell, a mere infant, that crept ti- 


morouſiy 


+Judg. us 312 2 | If. xli. 14,1 3 jam. iii. 1 


1 1 am aware, that other exgedients are uſed for ſhaping a proper 


couſe on the ocean; ſech as making obſervations from the ſun b 


mathematical inſtruments. - But theſe, I believe, are only ſubordinate - 


aids to the needle. The grand regulator is the magnet. I have 


heard an experienced ſailor declare, he would rather be without his 
fLuadrant, than without his compaſs, = | = 


229 2 3 
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; morouſly along the coaſts ; was obliged to keep with - 


in fight of the ſhores ; and, if driven out beyond the 


narrow ſphere of her land-marks,”could neither aſeer- 
tain her ſituation, nor purſue her voyage. But this 


guide, — when every beacon on the top of the hills is 


vaniſhed from the acnteſt ken; where nothirg but 


ſkies are ſeen above, and ſeas alone appear below ;— 


this guide points out the proper paſſage. This com- | 
municates an intelligence, which fhines clear in the 


thickelt darkneſs, and remains ſteady in the moſt 


| tempeſtuous agitations. This has given, not indeed 


birth, but maturity to navigation; and turned her 


ps fwaddling-bands into wings, This has emboldened 
| Her to launch into the heart of the _ and enabled 
her to range from pole to pole. | | 


Thus does GOD, both in the operations of nature, 


and the adminiſtrations of providence, accompliſh the 


molt important ends by the moſt inconſid rable means. 


When the formidable Syera is to be cut off, the 
blow ſhall be given, not by ſome puiſſant champion, 
but by the hand of a woman *. When Ferzcho is to be 

_ demoliſhed, thoſe impregaable fortifications ſhall fall, 
not beneath the ſtroke of battering engines, but be- 
fore the ſound of rams horns r. — When a hundred 

_ thouſand Midianites are to be routed, the LORD of 
Toks will gain this ſignal victory, not by numerous le- 
| gions completely armed, but by a bandful of Iſrael. 
ite, accoutred only with trumpets, lamps, and pit-, 
chers f,—Who would have thought, that from the 
root of Fef?, a root ont of a dry ground, ſhould a- 
" Tiſe that great tree, which fretches her boughs unte the 
| fea, and her height unto the heavens, and her bane un- 


o th ends 7 che carth? That the deipiſed Calilean and 


the carpenter's fon ſhould be the SAVIOUR of the 
world, and the HEIR of all things! Nay, that a 
perſon humbled like the meaneſt of flaves, and exe - 
cuted like the vileſt of male factors; nailed to a croſs, 
aud laid Proſtrate among the dead. chat HE ſhould 


reſtore 


* Judg. l. 9½. Joch. vi. 18. .es vit. 19. 


— 
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Ca 


| reſtore liſe and immortality to ruined ſinners; ſhould 
open the gates of grace and glory on loſt mankind? 


That a few illiterate creatures taken from the barge, 
the oar, and the net, ſhould confute philoſophers, and 


convert kings ; ſhould overthrow the ſtrong holds of 


idolatry, and plant Chriſtianity on its ruins !1— This is 
a circumſtance, which, though a ſtumbling block to 


ſome people, has conſiderably ſtrengthened my faith. 
It is perfectl) agreeable to the ALMIGH TY's man- 


ner. It is (if 1 may ſo ſpeak) the diſtinguiſhing tarn 


of his hand, and the peculiar he of his works. 


Whence does he raiſe the eharmingly beauteous flow- 


er? whence the magnificent myriads of the foreſt- 
oaks? whence the . boundleſs and ineſtimable ſtores of 


the harveſt ? From principles which bear not the leaſt 


proportion to their effects. — Beſides, this moſt empha- 


tically ſpeaks IHE GOD. It cut the lighting down 


of bis glorious arm and abſolutely precludes all the 
pretenſions of human arrogance, or finite power. It 


appropriates the honour to that ſupreme AGENLY, be- 


fore whom the ey end the arduous are both alike, ' All 
men that ſce it mult confeſs, THis Hara GOD poxs.. 


Through this channel, are imported to our iſland: 
the choice productions, and the peculiar treaſures, of 
every. nation under heaven. So that we can breakfaſt 
upon a diſſolution of the American kernel + ;- and ſee 


the rich nutrimental liquor, froth in our cups, without 


ever tempting the foaming brine, We can ſteep the 
delicately flavoured Chineſe leat, in'the waters of up 
| own well; or ſpend'the atternoon in our own parlour, 
and be regaled with an infuſion of the finely- ſcented 
Arabian berry. We can ſeaſon the friendly bowl. 
with the juices of the orange, or. refreſh our clammy 
palate with the pulp of the tamarind; without feeling 
that ferveat. heat, which 1 imparts ſuch a poignant re- 


lith 


* If xxx. 30. 


| | +-Called the cocoa, which affords the principal ingredient of che 


celate, and ent on a mall ute! in Andiics. 
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liſh to the former ; without ſuffering thoſe ſcorching 
beams, which give a fever · cooling virtue to the latter. 
We can pile upon our ſalvers a pyramid of Italian figs; 

fill the interſtices with the ſky - dried raiſins of Mala - 

ga; and form a ſummit for the inviting ſtructure, with 
the piſſacia nut of Aleppo — By this means, the eaſtern 
ſpices exhale their odours on our tables; and the 

Meſtern canes transfuſe their ſweetneſs into our viands. 
We clothe our bodies with the vegetable fleeces “ of 
the South, and line our apparel with warm furry 


ſpoils from the North. We can wear the pearl po- 


liſhed in the abyſſes of the Perſian gulf; and walk on. 
the carpets, manufaRured in the dominions ot the 
Great Mogul ; yet neither expoſe ourſelves to the rage 
of boiſterous ſeas, nor the more dreaded treachery of 
darbarous people. — In ſhort, by this grand and bene- 
 ficial expedient of navigation, every tide conveys into 
our ports the wealth of the remoteſt climes, and brings 
the abundance of the univerſe to be unladen on our 
quays. London becomes a mart of nations; and al- 
moſt every private houſe in the kingdom, is embelliſh- . 
ed or accommodated from the four quarters of the 
lobe. ä VVT ibs 
. Almoſt every private heuſe—lTs not this more like rhe- 


torical flouriſh, than real truth? Are not all the ad- 


vantages I have mentioned, the peculiar portion of 
| the rich? Is not the ſea, like high life and the gay 
world, ſomewhat capricious and partial“ beſtowing 
lavitbly her favours on the wealthy, at the ſame time 
_ that ſhe negleRs the needy ?—Quite the reverſe. Like 
her moſt exalted yet moſt. condeſcending CREATOR, 
| the is no reſpecter of perſons. She deals out her liber - 
alities to all; to the wealthy, ſuch as are ſuitable to 
their circumſtances; to the indigent, ſuch as are beſt 
adapted. to their condition. If the ornaments the 

Re 5 1 Ns abodes 


Cotten, which is a ſort of wool, encompaſſing the ſeed of 2 
tree —Ilts fruit is of an oval form, about the ſize- of a nut. As it 
ripens, it grows black on the outſide; and, by the heat of the ſun, 

opens in ſeveral places, diſcovering the cotton through the clefts, , 
which is of an admirable whitenefs. See Cham, Dict. es 


** 


oe 
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abodes of the firſt, ſhe employs the hands of the laſt; 


furniſhes hee with uſeful labour, thoſe with efegant 
accommodations What a multitude of induſtrious 
people acquire a livelihood, by preparing the commo- 
dities intended for exportation! and what a multitude 


of dextrous artificers maintain their families, by ma- 
nufacturing the wares imported from abroad! 


It is reckoned a valuable ſpecies of beneficence to 


provide proper work for the poor. This withdraws 


them from many temptations, and preſerves them 
from much wickednefs, It hinders them from bein 

a burden to themſelves, and a nuiſauce to the public, 
They might otherwiſe. be idle, and as vcrmin on the 


body politic; or even mutinous, and as vipers in the 
| bowels of the nation. Whereas, by exerting theme 
ſelves in a due ſubordination, and with becoming di- 


ligence, they are the very ſinews of the community; 


or like the grand wheel in the machine of ſtate, whoſe 
inceſſant activity diſtributes plenty, and pours innu- 
merable conveniencies through the whole. What a 


maſler then, or rather what a miſtreſs, 1s the ſea ! how 


| extenſive het correſpondence, and how large her de- 
mand for workmen ! Into what branch of trade does 


ſhe. not enter? What kind of ingenious ſcience, or 


uſeſul toil, does ſhe not befriend? How many millions 
of honeſt but needy perſons are engaged in her ſer» 


vice? And how amply are they repaid for their pains! 
— They that go down to the ſea in ſhips, and cccupy their 
buſineſs in great waters, theſe men ſee the works of the 


LORD, and his wonders in the deep. They allo that 
_ dwell among their own people, and abide iv the vil- 


lages, even they enjoy the bounty, and ſhare the ad- 
vantages of the ocean. For, though it is falſe philo- 


ſophy, to ſuppoſe the waters hemſe/ves ſtrained thro? 


ſubterranean paſſages, into the inland countries; yet 
it is an undeniable truth, that their beneficial echt 


are transfuſed into every town, every hamlet, and e- 
JJ e 1 


Surely, the inhabitants of our ifle have reaſon to 
turn the prediction of Meſes, concerning the tribe of 


Teſts, 


4 
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Jaſepb, into a devout and grateful acknowledgment. 
—Blefjed of the LORD is * our land. Bleſſed with the 
precious things of heaven, with the dew, and with the 
_ deep that coucheth beneath. Mith the precious things 
brought forth by the ſun, and with the precious things 
thruſt forth by the moon. With the chief things of the an. 
cient mountains, and with the precious things of the ever- 
laſting hills and with the precious things of the earth, 
and the fulneſs thereof . May we alſo enjoy the good 
ui of HIM, who duelt in the bujh |, and the grace 
of HIM, who hung on the tree! May the eternal 
600 be our refuge, and his everlaſting arms under- 
neath both us and our intereſts !—Happy then wilt 
thou be, thrice happy, O England! Thy temporal 
h 1 TY 5 85 adyvantages, | 


9 


1 


I (fo I would tranſlate the original,) not be; in the pred id ive, 
naot precatory form. This implies a fulne!s of faith, and diſtin- 
| | guiſhes prophecy from prayer; beſt ſuits the exiraordinary illumi- 
Ry nation ef Maſe , and dots molt bonour to the omniſcient SPIRIT. 
| . + Deut. xxx ii. I3, 14, 15, 16 Here ſeems to be an exact 
ſummary, and a poetical deſcription of the riches of nature. The 
precious things of heaven; or rain, which deſcends from the upper; 
and dew, which is formed in the lower regions of the firmament.— 
The deep that concheth ben-oth; ſeas, rivers, fornmtains. wells, which 
_lye in the boſom of the foil ; and are ſources of ertility and plenty. 
—The precicus thivgs brought forth by ihe ſun, muſt certainly denote 
the lierbe, plants, trees, and all manner of vegetables, with their 
reſpective fruits. -The precious things thur /t forth by the moon, may 
Probably ref-r to the mineral kingdoms; in the formation of which, 
that ruler of the night may have a conſiderable influence. The 
moor is confeſſedly the parent of tides; and may put in motion 
thoſe bituminous and-faline fluids, which, circulating through the | 
pores of the earth, and fixing in beds of homogeneous matter, are 
ſuppoſed to commence minerals —As our ſacred philoſopher has al- 
ready ſpecified the vegetable tribes, and, (if I miſtzke not) the beds 
of foſſils the principal things of the mountains and hills, ſhould ſignify 
the ſheep, goats, and otner valuable animals, which feed upon 
thoſe: vaſt deelivities. Then, the precious things f the earth, may 
expreſs thole herds of larger cattle, which have their paſturage in 
the plains, valicys, and lower grounds. A ſenſe, which recom- | 
©, ends itſelf from this conſideration, that the wealth of the ancients 
: conſiſted chiefly in cattle. —The fulneſs thereof, may be a kind of 
recapitulation: a comprehenſive term, inc'uding the whole produce 
of the terraqueous globe; the magn ficent liverality of JEROVAIL 
to his people, e e . 
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advantages, and thy ſpiritual privileges conſidered, it 


may truly be ſaid, Who, or what\ nation, is Nike a unto | 
| thee b | 


This 2 my country ; now let me wiſh for myſelf; 


GOD of all wards ! ſource and * things! 
From whom all life, from whom duration ſprings ! 1. 
Iutenſe © ! let me for thy glory burn, 

Nor fruitleſs view my days and months return. 

Give mne with wonder at thy works to plow, 
"To graſp thy viſion, and thy truths to 3 . 
Oer time's tempeſiuous ſea to reach thy ſhore, 
And live, and 2 ing, where time ſpall be no more. 


* 


You ſee, pal 6, I have boom: Audying the * 


of nature; endeavouring to read its capital charac» 
ters, and learn ſome of its inſtructive leſſons... The 
ſea has been the page; but how ſuperficial is my per- 
uſal, and no leſs ſcanty my knowledge. Little, very 


little have I ſeen or conceived, relating to thoſe works 


of wonder, which the vaſt unfathomable deep con. 
tains + ;—the plants it produces, and the creatures it 
| aburiflies its ſtupendous rocks, and ſubcerranean , 


caves z the heaps of pearl, which are its native 
growth; and the loads of gold, which it has gained 


by ſhipwreck So ſuperficial are my viewsof CHRIST; 
fo ſcanty is my acquaigtance with the goſpel. 


You, I preſume, are ſlitting at the feet of that ſub- 


lime TEACHER; and attending to the dictates of 
— e, in whom are hid all the gene o wiſdom 


4 Should the reader defire to 6 this ſubjcet more largely OR 


and more fully improved, I would refer him to Contemplations on | 


the ocean, lately publiſhed by my ingenious and pious friend Mr 
Pearſall. In which a refined fancy and a delicate philoſophy, com- 
pole a chaplet for evangelical divinity : uniting. ſome of their beau- 
tiful and fragrant flowers, to adorn the goſpel of GOD our SAVI- 
OR. —to quicken and refreſh the ſpirits of his an invite 
and wig * hearts of the viſobedient, | 


% 


=— 


4, ſhorter.” 
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and hevwledge *, Let me promiſe myſelf a communi. 
. cation of your thoughts, as I have freely tranſmitted 
a ſpecimen of nine. And I will make no ſcruple to 


acknowledge the * of the ne that I 
receive. 


Xovene Nu, nahe. — 


Or, as s the eloquent Iſaiah ſpeaks ; ; For lraft'n you will 


| bring gold, and for iron you will bring f filver ; render- 
. ing me, by this intercourſe, your more oh¹ Ed, though 
it is ſcarce poſlible for me to be more than [ already 


ard, 
15 our 228 


Turbos. | 


P. S. Hoodeur Paſchal, who was remarkably fond 
of brevity, makes an odd excuſe for tranſgreſling, on 


a a particular occaſion, his favourite rule. He intreats 


his friend to pardon the unuſual length of his epiſtle, 
by aſſuring him, „ that he had no time to make it 

I cannot, it muſt be confeſſed, adopt 
this philoſopher's apology. For I have purpoſely 
lengthened my letter, with a view of ſetting, in this 


ese n a pattern for * A paſio. 


* Col, ii. „ ES EL + IC. le, 29% 


L E T. + * K 3 
Aer as10 to Twzzon, 


Dear Patios, . 


THANK you for your ter Weeavtz! it entertains 
and 1 Improves me: I — you for yon e 
becau e 


+” 


” * 
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becauſe it is my encouragement and my apology.— 1 
am ſet down to write, with a copious ſtock of mate- 
rials. It will be far more difficult to contract, than 
to enlarge. I muſt therefore acknowledge myſelf o- 
bliged to your candour, for aſſigning me the eafier 
taſk. — That prolixity, which, in others, might be un- 
genteel and faulty, is, in me, an act of complaiſance, 
- and meter of du. Lan : 
Though abſent from you, I went with you in your 
late ramble. Your deſcriptive pen has made me par- 
taker of the ideal delight: may divine grace enable me 
to ſhare in the ſpiritual improvement /—When you diſ- 
played the beauties of the morn, breaking forth from 
the obſcurity of night; when you adopted that noble 
aſpiration from our philoſophic poet, I could not for- 
bear adding, —** Thus may the gracious GOD, who 
% commands the light to ſhine out of the midnight - 
% darkneſs, fhine into our hearts; and give that u- 
« comparably-glorious knowledge, the knowledge of 
4 his bleſſed SELF! which, though diſcernable thro” 
« all the tracts of creation, and derivable from every 
d work of his almighty hand; yet no where beams 
« forth with ſuch complete and ſuch amiable luſtre, as 
« in the perſon of FESUS CHRIST *” —Here we 
behold all the ſublime perfections of the DEIT V, not 
not only manifeſted” with inimitable ſplendor, but ape- 
rating for our, own advantage. We behold them, as 
Fob ſpeaks, for ourſelves * 5 and cannot but reccive in- 
expreſſible refreſhment and joy from the vier. 
When you walked beneath the ſhade of thoſe huge, 
horrid, and eno*mous cliffs; both amuſed and alarm. 
ed at their ſtupendous magnitude, and fr'ghtful irre- 
gularity; when you caſt your eye upon the wide-ex- 
panded ſurface of the ocean ;—when you ſurveyed the 
far more unmeaſurable arches of the ſky ;—and me. 
ditated, in that awful ſolitude, on the wildeſt and moſt 
magnificent appearances of nature; — I felt the ſame 
rr 7 
ns Vn. 
iſe 5 95 85 | 
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et Tt wo 
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gel, whom Joln ſaw flying in the midſt 


bid us poſlels the /zber7y of rightet 


23a ASPASIO re THERON. Let. 10, 


kind of devout aſtoniſhment with rourkel.. While the 


ſoul was wrapt in penſioe  frillneſs, and pleaſing dread t, 


methought I heard a voice, or ſomething like a voice, 
ſroq the ſilent ſpheres, as well as from the ſounding 
ſeas. It ſeemed to echo back, what the mighty an · 


heaven, 
once proclaimed ; “ IVrſhip HIM, awho made heaven 


« gn earth, and the ſea, and the feuntains oj water |. 
« Worſhip hin, who ſtretehed out that azure pavilion 
e with ſuch amazing grandeur ; ; who meaſured yon. 


4% der world of Wakes in the hollow of his hand; 


& and before whom, this immenſe range of mountain- 
« gus cliffs, is but as duſt upon the ſcale. 22 
When you deſcribed the diſmal ſituation of a wretch, 


FR ok on the edges of the. tremendous precipice; 


hanging over ther ragged rocks, and the unfathomable 


gulf; and cleaving only to a ſlender, treacherous, 


keaking bough ; how heartily.cid 1 Join in your a-. 
doring acknowledzments to chat kind, igterpoling, 


pleſſed hand, which reſcued us both from an infinite, 
: ly more. threatening and dreadfal danger! reſcued us 


As faves, from the dominion of the devil; ſnatthed 


zus, as brands, from the in?x:inguilkable DEA 83; 


and bid us (O marvellous dee kael.; goodneſs 1) 


herit the &ingdom of heaven, 
When you mention the paſt tones: and gk pre- 


ſent fervour of your prayers, I could ust forbear rei. 


terating my praiſes to G0 on your. behalf, Thi is is 


* proof, my dear Theron, that you are going in the 
way everlaſting; for it is written, Th'y ſhall come wwith- 


aveefing, and with ſup lications will [ læad them *. I his 
is the work e of the H LY QUUPL. du elling i in your 


Heart ; ; 


[7 ſeems | to have "Soc fuch : a kind, not of anxious but of plea- 
fig dread, which ſtized the diſciples on the mount of transßigura- 


tion: mT av yego ex22Cor, for they were ſtruck with a profound, but 
delight ful awe, Delightful, otberwiſe it is not eaſy to conceiv?, 


why Peter ſhould propofe to build tobernacles there, or how he could 


wih to continue in tkofe cir curaſtances, M ark ix. 0. , 


— 


. Rev. xiv. 7. . | "Jer, xxzi. 9. 


ſaels ; bid us in · 
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hearty ; for what ſaith th? ſeripture ? 7 will- four upon 


them the ſpirit of grace and of ſupplicatiar f: And or 
Lord himſelf mentions this, as the indication of a true 


' converſion; Behold he praverh f. — Had not Sau 


prayed before? Yes; and made long prayers too. Bur 
he never, till that inſtant, was ſenſible of his undone 


and damnable condition; never cried to GOD from 
the depths of his dilreſs, or from the depths. of 
z his heart; nor ever folicited the throne of grace, 


in the all-prevailing name of FESUS CHRIST. 
— His pravers, till then, were fomewhat like rhe mates, 


which fluctunte to and fro in the air, without any vi- 


gorous img ulſe, or any certain aim. But, in that hour, 
they were like the arrew which ſprings from the flrain- 


ed bow, ard, quick as lightening, flies to the mark. 
1 was pleaſed to find you, in the proceſs of your 


letter, inſenſibly forgetting the narratv-; 2nd ſa en- 


aged by th: ſubject, that you ſpoke not as the a- 
ter, but as the beholder. Thus may we always de af- 


Li uw va. 


fected, when we ſtudy the oracles of truth; Rad 
them, not as cold unconcerned critics, who are only 


to judge of their meani2g, but as perſons deeply inter» 


efted in all they contain; "kb are particularly adreſs 


| fed in every exhontation, and directed by every pre- 


cept; whoſe are the promiſes, and to whom bclo: 


the precious privileges. Wen we are enabled thus 


to realize and appropriate the contents ofehat invaluas« 
ble book; then we lhali taſte tlie ſweetneſs, and feel 
the power of the ſcriptures. Then we ſhall know, by 
happy experience, that our divine MAS T R's words, 
are not barely ſounds and Illavied, but they are foirit, 
and they are life * 

I was ſtill more e agrecably- entertained: with. your 
biäufe of commerce, and of the advantages we receive 
from navigation. One advantage, however, I can 
ſpecify, which is greater than any, greater than all, 


Jou have celebrated: an n 95 will endear 


# os | 1 and 
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and ennoble navigation, ſo long as the fun and moon 
_ endure. The goſpel, my dear friend, the glorious 


I _ Zoſpel came to our ifland through this channel. The 


volume that comprizzs it, and the-preacher that pub. -· 

liſhed it, both were imported by ſhipping. And may 
j we not ſay, with the enraptured J/aiab? How beauti- 
{ ful are the feet of them that bring good tidings ; that 
publiſb peace; that bring good tidings of good ; that pu- 
 bliſh ſalvation; that ſaꝝ unto Zion. Thy GOD reigreth +! 


It is pleaſant to hear their voice; pleaſant to contem- 


plate their meſſage; and pleaſant even to b:hold the 
ground on which they trod, or the very waves over 
which they ſailed.— This made the holy prophet re- 
Joice in ſpirit, when he forſaw the extenſive ſpread of 
his MAS TER's glory, and the certain commencement 
of our happineſs. This put into his mouth that affec- 
tionate and congratulatory addreſs; whieh, in a very 
particular manner, is directed to us and our country - 
men: Sing unto the LORD a neau ſong. and his praife 
from the ends of the earth ye that ge down to the ſea, 
and all that is therein; ye ifles, and the inhabitants 
theregf. Let the wilderneſs and the cities thereof lift up 
their voice; let the inhabitants of the rock fing, let them 
. ſhout from the top of the mountains. Let them give glo- 
. = 7y unto the LORD; and declare his praiſe in the iſ[ands*. 


I I}. li. 7. Never did language beſpeak an enraptured ſoul, more 
ſignincantly than this ſacred exclamatlon. The prophet i- all won- 
der and all joy. He is ſo enamonred with his ſubject and ſo capti- 
vated with the glory of the gr/pel, that he can never ſay enough of 
its excellencies.— Cod .lidings; the very beſt, that earth could re- 

ceive, or heaven proclaim Good tidings of g50d; a moſt compre- | 
henſive good; a collection of every bleſſing; or all good things in 

one Publiſh peact; peace with GOD, the everliiting King; and 
that ſweet peace of conſeience, which the whole world cannot give. 
PutEfb ſalvetion; or that gift of righteouſneſs which is the merito- 

'  rious cauſe, together with that ſpirit of liberty and ſpirit of adop- 
tion, which are the rich and grand conſtituents of falvation. Th 

Jas unto ate A C0 reigneth; not fin and Stan, not luſt and 

ive tyrants and worſe than Egyplian task-maſters; 


— 


2 


* _- appetite, opprc | 
but the all-wiſe and infigitely-gracious IEHOVAH; he, even he 
ſſetieih up his pure, bis peaceful, his ſpiritual kiagdom, in the be- 
$ « lierer's heart, in the Gentile nations, and in all Inds. 
* | ! II. Xlii. 10, 11, 12. 


* * 
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We read, in Ezekiel, of the moſt magnificent fleet 
| that ever ploughed the ſeas. The maſts were of ce- 
dar +, and the benches of ivory. Fine linen, beauti- 
fied with embroidery, floated to the winds, and ſorm- 


ed the fails. Blue and purple rigged the veſſel, and 
clothed the meaneſt mariner.— Let us ſuppoſe, that 


the freight of this ſplendid navy was proportioned, in 
value, to its ſumptuous tackling. - Yet how poor, how. 
deſpicable were either, were both, if eſtimated with 
the treaſures of the goſpel ; - thoſe divine treaſures, 
' which ſpring from the imputation of our REDEEM- 
ER's righteouſieſs ! and which have much the ſame 
kindly influence on religious practise, as navigation, 
with all her improvements, has upon traffic Give 
me leave to confirm this aſſertion, by ſelecting a few 

: inſtances, and applying them | in a few interrogatories. 


One of the benen proceeding from the imputation 


1 CHRIST's righieouſneſs, is pardon ; pardon, not 
partial, but complete ; a pardon of each fin, be. it ever 
ſo beindus; a pardon of all fins, be they ever fo nu- 


 merous.. For thus faith GOD the LORD, who ſent 
both his prophets and apoltles, preaching peace by 
JESUS GHRIST, I will pardon ail their iniquities, 
whereby they have 'f nn'd, and whereby they have tranſ- 

greſſed againſt me *,—To learn the deſirable nature of 
this bleſſing, let us ſtep back into the annals of hiſtory, 
and attend a traiterous unhappy nobleman te his vin- 
dictive exit. His body is demanded by the miniſters 
of jultice. Reluctant and trembling he is condutted 
to the ſcaffold, - There the alarmed criminal fees the 
mourning block; ſees the glittering axe ; ſees the cof- 
fin prepared for his corple ; ſees thouſands of anxious 
ſpectators, waiting, witl eager looks and throbbin 


hearts, the fearful cataſtrophe. In a word, he es 1 


death advancing, with all the ſolemnities of horror. 
5 and e ime e The preparagary ceremonies. 

MAES] are 
bien e, 5. er. „ Jer. axxili. . 
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* * 
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are diſpatched. The fatal moment is arrived. No 
longer reſpite can be allowed. He mult ſubmit to 
immediate execution. Accordingly he proſtrates him» 


elf to receive the ſtroke. But —ſeized with new ter- 


> 


rors, at the poiſed axe, and approaching blow, he- 


ſtarts from the dangerous poſture.—Again he bends, 


and again ſnatches his neck from the impending edge, 
A third time he lifts his pale countenance, to the pity- 
ing crowds, and departing light.—Once more he tows. 


'to the block, and once more raiſes his head, in 


evi/hful expectation of the royal ele mency. Had a mel⸗ 
ſenger appeared, at the critical inſtant, wich a ſhout 
of joy upon his tongue, and a ſealed pardon in his 
hend; O! how tranſporting the news! inexpreſſibly 


8 ewelcume the ſavonr ! What was denied to his paſſion- 


abe deſires, denied to the importunate ſolicitations of 


bis friends, is freely offered to us in the goſpel of 


N CHRIST: a pardon of ir finitely higher conſequence, 


which obiterates millions and millions of rebelligus 
acts; which extends its blefled eff: cts. not merely thro? ; 


the little ſpan of life, but beyond tne gates ot the grave, 
. the e of N all the 


es of Eternity, _ 
How unfathomable | is that immenſe good, il which. 


my Tleron lately exerciſed his contemp! tation The 
toiling plummets, with all their le ogth of cordage, 


are unable to find a bottom. Were the hugeſt mil. 
ſtones, or the higheſt towers, or the moſt ſpacious 


cities, caſt into that prodigious gulf, they would be 


totally overwhelmed, and irrecoverably loſt. There- 


3 inſpired prophet, to ſhew the boundleſs extent. 


of the divine mercies in JESUS. CHRIST, and to 
denote the fulneſ of their pardon who zre cleanſed in 


the REDEEMER's blood, bath illuſtrated both by 


this grand ſimilitude: Thou wilt caſt all their fins into. 
the depths of the ſea * not one, or a few, bu: all 
their fins :—not barely behind thy back, but into the 
1 ndr not. 1 into the ſhallow Parts, bat i in the very 
17 depths 


* 


bo Mic. vii. 19. 
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aepthe of the ocean ;—fo that they ſhall. never riſe up. 
in judgment; never be taken notice of; no, ner ever 
be remembered any more. 

With an act of ta! indemnity, let us join a 66. 
rough reftoration to favour. I the wrath of an earth. 
ly king be as the rearing of à lin ; how much more 
tre menduous is his indignation, who 1s able to caſt 
both body and ſoul into hell! If the favour of an earthly 

| fovereign be as dew upon the gtaſi how much more 
deſirabſe and delighiful HIS loving kindneſs, whom 
all things in heaven and earth obey ! By the righte- 
ouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, we are freed from all 
| fareboding apprehenſions of the former, and eſtabliſhed > 
Ts in the comfortable poſſeſſion of the latter. The goſ- ' 
pel renews and ratifies that joy ful proclamatian of the 
' argelic. hoſt, Peace on earth; and good will to men'*, $ 
GOD js not only pacified towards believers, but well 
b pleaſed with them in his dear SON, They are the 
ö objects of his complacential delight, and he rejoices 


2 over them to do them good. 
ö Navy, they ate made children, feng. aud datghters * 
I | the LORD almighty + and if ſons, than heirs of GOD, 


and ; int-heirs with CHRIST} —The. chief captain 
mentioned in the Ads, purchaſed his freedom of 1 


1 iinperlal city Rome, with a great ſum of money g. 1 

; ſuch a little tranſient immunity was lo valuable in 15 el 

. eſteem, Who can expreſs the worth, who can contelvde 

J the dignity, of this divine adoption? Yet it belongs. f 4 

D to thoſe who receive the goſpel, and are intereſted in | 

a CHRIST. — They have acceſs to the oennipotent BE. 

t. ING; ſuch free and welcome acceſs, as a beloved 

5 child to an indulgent ſaiher. To him they may fly for 

i aid, in every difficulty; and from him obtain a ſapply, 

y in all their wants—GOD, as the ſacred charter runs, 

0 1s TREIM GOD. All his lovely, all his adorable per- 

ll | ſections, are their glorious inheritance, and excesdin 

e great reward. That eternal Powers to which nothing 

7 3 f | | EE EO: is 
LEED 4 8 Lake li. * + 2 Cor. vi. 1 


9 Ack. . 28. * Rom. vifi. 17. 
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are diſpatched. The fatal moment is arrived. No 


longer reſpite can be allowed. He mult ſubmit to 


 1nmediate execution. Accordingly he proſtrates him» 


ſelf to receive the ſtroke. But ſeized with new ter- 


rors, at the poiſed axe, and approaching blow, he 


ſtarts from the dangerous poſture—Again he bends, 


oy 


— 


and again ſnatches his neck from the impending edge. 
A third time he Jifts his pale countenance, to the pity- 


© 


ing crowds, and departing light. Once more he tows. | 


to the block, and once more raiſes his head, in 


_ evi/fal expectation of the royal clemency.—Had a meſ- 


ſenger appeared, at the critical inſtant, wich a ſhout 
of joy upon his tongue, and a ſealed pardon in his. 


hend; O! how tranſporting the news! 7inexpreſſibly 
welcome the favour! — What was denied to his paſſion- 
ace deſires, denied to the importunate ſolicitations of 


his friends, is ſreely offered to us in the goſpel of. 


E CHRIST: a pardon of infinitely higher conſequence, 


which chiiterates millions and millions of rebelligus 


actes; which extends its blefſed effects. not merely thro”. 


the little ſpan of liſe, but beyond the gates ot the grave, 


beyond the boundaries of time, —throngh all the : 


How unfathomab'e is that immenſe food, on which. 


my Theron lately exerciſed his contemplation, The 


toiling plummets, with all their length of cordage, 
are unable to find a bottom. Were the hugeſt mil 


ſtones, or the highe& towers, or the moſt ſpacious 


cities, caſt into that prodigious gulf, they would be 


totally overwhelmed, and irrecoverably loſt, There- 
fore the inſpired prophet, to ſhew the boundleſs extent 
of the divine mercies in JESUS. GHRIST, and to 
denote the fulneſ of their pardon who ere cleanſed in 
the REDEEMER's blood, bath illuſtrated both by 
this grand ſimilitude: Thou wilt caſt all their fins into 


the depths of the ſea * not one, or a few, bur all 


their fins : —not barely behind thy back, but into the 
ta and not into the ſhallow parts, but in the very 


+: "depths. 


A, 


Mie. vii. 19. 
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depth of the ocean 110 that they {hall never r riſe v 
in judgment never be taken notice of; 5 ner ever 
be remembered any more. | 
With an act of total indemnity, let us join 468. x 1. 
rough reſtoration tO favour. If the wrath of an earth · 
h king be as the roaring of à lian t; how much more « 
tremenduous is his indignation, who is able to caſt 
both body and ſoul into hel! If the favour of an earthly 
vereign be as dew upon the zrafs ; how much more. 
deſirable and delightful HIS loving kindneſs, whom 
all things in heaven and earth obey ! By the righte. 
ouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, we are freed from all 
foreboding apprehenſions of the fortrer, and eſtabliſhed 
in the comfortable poſſeſſion of the latter. The goſ-. 
pel renews and ratifies that joyful proclamation of the 
| ' argelic hoſt, Peace on earth; and good nwill to men'*, | 
1 GOD is not only pacified towards believers, but well 
pleaſed with them in his dear SON, They are the 
objects of his complacential delight, and he rejoices 
over them to do them gooll.. 
Nay, they are made children, feng and: daugbters 2 
the LORD almighty , -and if ſons, than heirs of GOD, | 
and jvitit-heirs with CHRIST + —The. chief captain. 
mentioned in the Ads, purchaſed his freedom of the 
inperial city Rome, with a great ſum of money 9. If 
ſuch a little tranſient immunity was ſo valuable in Eis 
eſteem, Who can expreſs the worth, who can conceive | 
the dignity, of this divine adoption? Yet it belongs / \ 
| to thofe who receive the goſpe l, and are intercſted in | 
| CHRIST.—They have acceſs to the omnipoteut BE. 
ING; ſuch free and. welcome acceſs, as a beloved 
child to an indulgent ſa her. To him they may fly for 
aid, in every difficulty; and from him obtain a ſupply, 
in all their wants—GOD, as the ſacred charter runs, 
IS THEIR 'GOD. All his lovely, all his adorable per- 
ſections, are their glorious inheritance, and exccsding 
great e That eternal Powers to which nothing 


\ is 


e . ©. 
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g is impoſſible, exerts itſelf as their guard and that 
unerring wiſdom, from which nothing is concealed, 


acts as their guide. His very juſtice is no longer an 


incenſed adverſary, — vengeance or medita- 
ting deſtruQtion ; but a faithful guarantee, to provide 
for the punctual execution of the REDEEMER's 

_ treaty, and their complete enjoyment of its various 
bleſſings.— What a privilege is this! Rather what a 

_ © clufler of privileges is here]! Weigh the kingdoms of 
the world; caſt all the glories of them into the ſcale z_ 
aud they will be found, when compared with theſe di- 
vine prerogatives, exptier than the bubble that burſts, 
lighter than the ſpark that expires, 333 
In the goſpel are given exceeding great and preci- 
_ ons promiſes. Of ſuch value, that they were procu- 
red by the blood of CHRIST; of ſuch certainty, that 
they are ratified by the oath “ of JEHOVAH. 80 
durable, that, though all fleſh is graſs, and all the 
. goodlineſs thereof as the flowerof the graſs, this word of 
dur GOD abideth for ever ; ſo efficacious, that there 
are no ſuch cordials to revive our fainting, and no- 
fuch bulwarks to ſecure our endangered ſouls. With 
_ theſe the Bible is as richly repleniſhed, as the clear 
 midnight-ſky is beſpangled with ſtars. They are all. 


74 yea and amen, conſigned over as a ſure unalienable por- 


tion, to them that are in FESUS CHRIST. 
Another benefit, given in conſequence of the RE. 
_ DEEMER's righteouſneſs, is the ſandtiging SPIRIT... 
_ A moſt comprehenſive bleſſing this! Our SAVIOUR. 
Intimates, that it includes every heavenly gift, is an 
. aſſemblage of all good things . How ſingular a com» 
fort mult it be to blind Bartimeus, to-havg his eyes. 
opened, and behold the all:cheering light of the ſun l. 
| 8, and far more comfortable, are the enlightening 
influences of the bleſſed SPIRIT, when they ſhine. 
upon the wretched creature, who fits ia darkneſs. and: 


the ſhadow of death. How peculiar a mercy for. the 


impure and abhorred /eper, to. be healed' of his inve- 
2 ®. Heb. vi. 7. T Pet. i. 2 2 Cor. i. 20. 
- $ Compare Math. n 31 with Eake 3k 33 i Na. . 
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terate diſeaſe ! to feel the ſoothing ſenſations of eaſe, 
where fores rankled and pain raged! Inſtead of enfee- · 
- bling languors and loathſome deformity, vigour bra - 
ces his limbs, and comelineſs blooms in his counte- 
nance . Equally benign and equally ſalubrious, is 
the agency of the divine SPIRIT, on our depraved, 

' polluted, ſenſaal minds.—riow fignal was the reco- 
very, and how welcome the change ! when that un- 
happy creature, ſo wildly agitated by a miſchievous das 
non, was reinſtated in the peaceful poſſeſſion of him - 
ſelf and his faculties! when, inſtead of unnaturally 

cutting his own fleſh, or committing barbarous out- 
rages on innocent traveilers, he ſat compoſed and at- 

tentive at the feet of FESUSF | receiving heaven] 

inſtruction ſrom his lips, and learning the meekneſs 
of wiſdom from his example. S0 ſaletsry and bere- 
ficialis the transforming power of the HOLY GHOST 
the Comforter ; ſoftening the rugged, ſweetening the 
moroſe, and calming the-paſſionate temper It is un- 

_ doubtedly the utmoſt improvement, and the higheſt 

happineſs of our nature, to have the image of the 
bleſſed GOD reinſtamped on onr hearts. This is an 

earneſt, and an anticipation alſo, of endleſs ſelicity l 
a bud which will open in heaven, and ſpread into im- 
mortal glory: a dawn which will ſhine more and 

more, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes, and bright» 

ens it into everlaſting day. This bud the ſanQifyin 

SPIKIT ingrafts, this dawn the grace of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST diffuſes, in the barren and benight- 

| In a word, receive this righteouſneſs, and you have 

a title to all bleſſings, whether they be preſent or fu- 
ture, bodily or ſpiritual, temporal or eternal, From 
the neceſſary conveniencies of bread to eat, ard rai- 
ment to put on; even to the crowns of glory, and 
the fulneſs of joy; all, all, are owing to our RE- 
DEEMER's righteouſneſs —You ſee now, Theran, 

| that our.ſcheme has no tendency to impoverith your 
155 | _- ſpirnual 
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ſpiritual condition, or diminith your true-riches j any 
more than thoſe tracts of water, which ſarround our 
_ Hand, are detrimental to the wealth of its inhabi- 
tants. -Detrimental! No; they are an in*xhaun'tible 


ſource of treaſure. They ennvey to our ule the choi- 


ceſt accommodations, and the molt elegant delights; 
ſuch as would in vain be expett:d, i! the whole ocean 


Vas converted into the fEnett meads, and molt fertile 
| paſtures. So—but to apply this compariſon, would 


7 TEIN your principal queſtion. 


Do not theſe ſavcurs, though unſpeakably gies 
4 cious in themſelves, tend to the introduc on or 


4 ſupport of ungodlineſs !“. Quite the reverſe, Have 


we redemption through our SOU R's blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of our fins? We are redeemed, not 

% Shot 22 N 4 — ws, 2 Weine nel, Or launch i Ini 1222 

tiouſneſs, but that we may be a peculiar people, zea- 
lous of 5 works . — Are we made the children of 
GOD? Then let our light ſo ſhine before men, that 
others, 055 our good works, may glos ify our FA- 

THER which is in heaven . This is the genuine 
coaſequence of ſuch a dofrine, and the proper effect 
of ſuch a benefit. — Are we veſted with ſacred privi- 


leger! Theſe admoniſh us, theſe urge us, to walk 


_ worthy of HIM, who hath called us to his kingdom 
and glory 1. Shall the citizens of heaven be anima- 


ted with no higher views, than the fJaves of appetite, 


and drudges of the world ; re we conſtituted heirs . 
of the promiſes ? The grace which they aſcertnifi,” is 


intended to make us partakers of a divine nature 


and ſpirit, incites us to perfect holineſs in the fear of 


GOD || — Such high immunities are a meſt endear- 
ing perſuaſive, not to diſgrace, but magnify, not to 
provoke, but Pans” their  unſpeakably N. 5 


AbHok. 


N Tit. fi. 14. | PS ber + Matth. 59 16. | i 1 1 il. hs OS 


$ 2 Pet. i. 4. | N I. Cor. vil. 2. 


and the encouragement which they adminiſter, in - 


cites us to cleanſe oorſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh 
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I might farther obſerve, that holineſs is one of the 
ol diſtinguiſhed bleſſings in our ſyſtein; nay, is the 
very central bleſſing, to which all the others verge 7 
in which they all terminate Were we choſen from 
eternity? It was for this purpoſe, that we may be 
holy and unblameable in love *.—Are we called in 
time? It is to this intent, that we may ſhew forth the 
_ praiſes of him, who hath called vs out of darkneſs in- 
to his marvellous light F.—Are we created again in 

CHRIST JESUS? It is, to capacitate us for accept - 
able ſervice, and to furniſh us unto every good work f. 

1 will put ny ſpirit within you, faith" the LORD. For 
what end? That ye may walk in my ſtatutes, and Reep 

my judgments, and do them 9. Here comes in my 

 Theron's favourite endowment, fincere obedience. 
Far, very far from diſcarding fincere obedience, we 
Vould ovly introduce it, under its due character, 
and in its proper order, Under its due character; as 
the fruit, not the caule, of our intereſt in CHRIST's 
_ righteouſneſs. In its due order; as following, not 
precediug, the gift ot juſtification. 
| Theſe privileges, my dear friend, are ſalutary, as 
the pool of S ||, They are reſtorative, as the 
waters of Si/oam 4: or like that ſacred ſtream flowin 
from the ſandtuary ; which healed the rivers, healed 
the ſea, and made even the deſart flouriſh **,— It juſti · 
fication by the righteouſneſs of CAX1ST had a ten- 
dency to ſubvert the fonndation of holineſs, to con- 
firm the hypocritical profeſſor in his negle&t of moral 
duties, or diicourage the fincere convert from the 
purſuit of real virtue; it would, doubtleſs, be un- 
worthy of any acceptation, or rather worthy of uni- 
verſal abhorrence. But I dare appeal, not only to the 
nature of the doctrine, and the reaſon of things, but 
to the experience of all z—yes, of all who have taſted, 
that the LORD is gracious ff. *© Speak, ye who are 
66 enabled to | believe, that GOD is reconciled ; has 
received 
| o 8 + 1 Pet. ii. 9. + Eph ii. 10. 


$ Ezek. xxxvi. 29. John v. 4. + John ix 7. 
** Ezck, alvii. 8, 9. I Pet. il. 3. 


tions, felt your hearts exulting with conſcious joy; 


I, light of the FATHER, was numbered with tranſ- 


= AND FAITHFUL SERVANT * Will this embolden 


* 
* 
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1 received the all · ſatisſying atonement j and placed 
e his SON's righteouſneſs to your account! that he 
_ « regards you as his children, and will receive yows 
to his glory !—Have you net, under /&ch convic- 


« and everypower of your ſouls ſpringing forward, 
„ to glorify your heavenly FATHER,--glorify him 
« by every inſtance of obedience, fidelity, and zeal?” 
Can ſuch invaluable benefits have a prejudicial in- 
Auence on our practice, if to the conſideration of 
their ſuperlative worth, we add that wnequalled price, 
by which they were purchaſed ? HE who is high a- 
dove all height, hambled himſelf to be made of a wo- 
man, and born in a ſtable; that we might be admit- 
ted into the family of GOD, and exalted to the man- 
fions of heaven. And will this great humiliation, 
which is the baſis of our happineſs, prompt us to look 
down with contempt on others, or entertain arrogant 
thoughts of ourſelves? „ 
Ihe ONLY BEGOTTEN and the ſupreme de- 
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greſſors, and ranked with felons; that we might be 
Joined to the innumerable company of angels, and aſ- 
ſociated with ſaints in glory everlaſting. And will 
any one make this a precedent or a plea, for walking 
in the counſel of the uugodly ; for flanding in the way of 
fenners ; or ſitting in the ſeat of the ſcornful F * | 
All manner of evil was ſpoken of the faultleſs F. 
SUS; his bleſſed name was vilified by blaſpheming 
tongues, and his unblameable conduct blackened 
with the fouleſt aſper ſions; on purpoſe that we may 
be applauded, when we are judged; and each hear 
thoſe tranſporting words, WELL DONE, THOU GOOD 


us to diſbonzur our LORD, and ſlain our holy pro- 
_ fefſion? Shall we from hence be induced to open the 
mouths of his enemies, and furniſh them with occa- 


. Kon to ſpeak reproachfully? 


t rein i. . math. ru. 2 . 


and penetrate 
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HE went, 3 with the laſhes of the ſcourge, 


with the pungent thorns ; he went, 
loaded with the execrable croſs, and marking the way 


with his precious blood; he he went to his Ignomi- 
nous and tormenting exit; that we may enter into 
Zion with ſongs of triumph on our lips, and with e- 
verlaſting joy on our heads. Does this invite us to 


go, crowned with rofe buds, to the houſe of riot; or 
go, muffled in ditguiſe, to the midnight revel? Will 
it not rather incline us, to fit down at his pierced 


feet, and hathe them with our tears, and take de- 
light + in mourning for our crucified LORD? 


Behold! he hangs on the curſed tree. There, 
there he hangs ; rent with wounds, and racked with 
pain, He pours his groans, and ſpills his blood. He 
bows his head, his patient princely head, and dies — 
aſtoniſhing, raviſhing conſideration ! he dies for you 


and me. And will this harden orr hearts, or arm our | 


hands, to crucify bim afreſh by any allowed iniquity ? 
Voes not reaſon ſuggeſt, and Chriſtianity diate, 6 
all that is ingenuous enſorce, the apoſtle's important 
inference? I one died for all, than they which lire, 


ſhould not henceforth live unto then jonny, but unto him : 


awhich died for them f. 
He thought upon us, long before the foundarians of 


the world were laid; he remembers us, now he is ex- 
alted to the right hand of the MAJESTY in the hea- 


vens; and will never, never for get us, through all 
the revolutions of eternity. And is this a motive to 


forget 


vu The . dds Ga tender and erateful vi views of the cru- 
cified JESUS, is that evangelical godly forrow, which worketh re- 
pentance unto ſalvati, n, #9 10 be repented of, 2 Cor. vii. 10. And is 
there not reaſon, —when we conſider the pains he felt, the curſe he 
boxe, and the blood he ſhed,—is there not abundant reaſon to ſay, 

with Homer's afflicted hero ? | 


| 83 — — - „ yoęi 


e EF z Cor, v. 15, 16. 
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forget his: name z to diſregard his word; or to imitate 
the ſhameful neutrality and indifference of Gallio ? 
Impreſſed with a ſenſe of this invariable and everlaſt- 
mg kindneſs, ſurely, we ſhall declare ourſelves, as 


_ thoſe captives in Pabylon, concerning their dear native 


city Feruſalem; If I forget thee, O bleſſed FESUS, 


let my right hand forget her cunning ; if do nit re- 
member. PO let my * cleave to the roof 7 9 
n „ * 


5 — Remember thee 1. 

| 2 my "eas LORD, while mem 'ry holds a a ſeat 
In "this devoteſi breaſt— Remember thee ! 
Yes, from the table of my memory _ 

I'll wipe away all trivial fond records, 

Which youth and obſervation copied there, 

And thy remembrance all alone ſhall live 
Within the book and volume of my brain f. 


Is it poſſible, Theren, for the contemplation of much 
F to weaken the motives or relax the ſprings 
of obedience? As ſoon may /enjent balms kill, and 
rankeſt poiſons cure. — Is ſuch a belief calculated to 
_ diſcourage duty, and patronize licentiouſneſs ? Juſt as 
much as vernal ſhowers are fitted to cleave the earth 
with chinks, or ſummer fun; to glaze the waters with 


 1ce,—When Anthony made an ofation to the ſoldiers, 


on occaſion of Cz/ar's death; when he ſhewed them 
"their honoured maſter's robe, transfixed with ſo many 
diggers ; ; when he reminded them of the vicories 
they had won, under their aſſaſſinated commander 


when he farther informed them, that their murdered 


general had remembered them in his will, —had be- 
queathed all his fine gardens, and beautiful walks to 
their uſe and delight ;——heavens! how they took fire ! 


Revenge ſparkled in their eyes; Revenge flamed in 
their boſoms ; Revenge was all their cry. They flew 
to the houſes of the e ; laid them even with 
& the 


* 


5 a MS . a 8 dps EF — 


. 


Let. 10. Asp ASIO ro THERON. 243 


the ground; and had they met the owners, would 
have tore them limb from limb. - Some ſuch. reſent- 
ment ye ſin, will a ſenſe of our adored REDEEM- 


ER's ſufferings excite ; eſpecially when ſet home by 
His bleſſed SPIRIT, and confidered in connection 


with thoſe deteſtable iniquities which cauſed them, 
and with thoſe invaluable bleſſings which were procu- 
red by them Nothing, nothing is ſo effect ual, to bee» 


get the moſt irrecorcileable ab horrence of all ungodli- 
| neſs, to make the remembrance of it bitter as worm 
wood, the temptations to it horrible as hell. WH 


Let me remind you of an incident, related by your 
favourite hiſtorian Xenophon.— Cyrus had taken captive. 
the young prince of Armenia, together with his beau - 
tiful and blooming princeſs; whom he had lately mar- 


ried, and of whom he was paſſionately fond. When 


both were brought to the tribunal, Cyrus aſked the 


prince, what he would give to be re-inſtated in his 
kingdom -!—He anſwered, with an air of indifference, 
. That, as for his crown, and his own: liberty, he va- 
c Jned them at a very low rate. But if Cyrus would 
4 reſtore his beloved princeſs to her native dignity 


& and hereditary poſſeſſions, he ſhould infinitely re- 
& joice; and would pay (this he uttered with tender- 
« neſs and ardour) would willingly pay his life for the 
% purchaſe.” Could ſuch a declaration, fo highly en- 


dearing, alienate the affections of the princeſs, or in- 


duce her to violate her fidelity? Let her own conduct 
anſwer the query. When all the priſoners were diſ- 
miſſed with freedom, it is impoſſible to expreſs how 


| they were charmed with their royal benefactor. Some 
| celebrated his martial accompliſhments. Some ap- 


plauded his ſocial virtues. All were pradigal of their 
Praiſes, and /aviſh in grateful acknowledgments. 
And you, ſaid. the prince, (addreſſing himſelf to his 


bride,) what think you of Cyrus ?—I did not obſerve / 
him, replied the princeſs. —Not obſerve him! Upon 
what then was your attention fixed ?—Upon that dear 
and generous man, who declared, © he would purchaſe. 


— 5 &«- ray; 


* 
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« my liberty, at the expence of his very life “.“ 
Was her heart impreſſed, were all her thoughts in- 
groſſed, by that benevolent fer * And {hall ours be 
leſs affected with the incomparably more tender and 
endearing love of CHRIST ?— He was, not only wil- « 
ling, but a lid down his lite, for us z a life 
immenſely precious, and of igher Migity than all 
heavens. He laid down his life, not for amiable per- 
ſons, or worthy creatures, but for vile earth, and mi- 
ferable ſinners z— purchaſing thereby ſor us and our 
children, privileges of ineſtimable worth, and of ever» 
laſting duration.” WIEN NS % 
. Will not ſuch beneficence, ſo unmerited, ſo une- 
| qualled, win + the moſt reluQant, and melt the moſt 
obdurate heart? The heart, which is not wrought up- 
on by this miracle of divine compaſſion, muſt be ſteel, 
muſt be adamant ; quite impenetrable, and abſolutely. 
incorrigible.— O thou ever bleſſed, thou all- gracious 
_« REDEEMER, % love te ws is wonderful; paſſing, 
J will not ſay, the love of women *, but the power 
of language, and the reach of thought? Who can 
„ hold out againſt fuch charming attractives? Who can 
s reſiſt ſuch heavenly goodneſs ?—Only let a ſenſe of 


E At Rar Tix \vxng Tpiarwnry . wwToTe Na pt us a. ræ vy. 
V XENOPH. de Cyri Inſlit. lib. III. 
+ Beneficia, ſays one of the ancients, i invent, co mpedes inve- 
nit. Which fine ſentiment may almoſt ſerve as a comment os the 
deautiful and tender declaration of GOD by his prophet Hoſea; I 
dreu them to obedience with cords of a man, wiith bands of love, 
Chap. xi. 4. HE who made, and intimatcly knows our frame, knew. 
that theſe motives would be moit powerful in operation; moſt. 
powerful on creatures, capable of love, and ſaſceptible of gratitude. * 
Therefore he calls them, tbe cords of a man —And if a deliverance 
from temporal bondage, if the ſettlement of Jrael ir all the plenty 
of Canaan, conſtituted ſo ſweet an incitement to duty; doubtleſs, 
the everlaſting benefits mentioned by Aſpaſis, together with all the. 
endearing circumſtarices of their procurement, muſt be abundantly. 
more engaging.—May the SPIRIT from on high rend the re/of 
Ignorance and infenfibility ! let into our hearts te knowledge and 
faith of thefe great eva gelical truths! We ſhall then wanr no far- 
ther demon ſtration, eitber of the propricty of the remark, or the 
. 7G EE RT Ws 
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4. thy love be always warm, always operative on our 


« minds. I his ſhall be inſtead of a thouſand argu» 
« ments to engage, inkcad of ten thouſand natives to 


% quicken our obedience,” Other motives may pro- 
duace ſome external ſervices, or hypocritical perfor- 


mances. Terrors may extort the drudgery of the 


| hand. Bribes may purchaſe the adulation of the tongue. 


But this conciliates the will!; this proſelytes the · afſec- 


tions; this ctirates the very ſoul; and makes all 
its powers bike the charioly of amen To ready, exe 
p:dite, and active in duty. 


Iicar the holy apoſile, giving an account of himſelf 
and his ſpiritnal fiate. He ſpeaks in language ſome- 
what ſimilar, though greatly ſuperior, to the proſeſſion 
of ths Armenian princeſs “ to great is the glory, {5 


40 rich is the gruce, ſo ſuperabun dant are the merits 


« of my REDZEMER, that / am determined te l 
« nothing but CHRIST JESUS, au him erucifi:d 1. 


— Aſk tie fame zealous apoſtle, Ha! prompted bim 


to ſuch indefati;;able i and animated him with 


ſuch invit cib!z fortitude ? Thy did be decline no toil, 


and dread no danger; rejoice in tribulation, and glo- | 
ry in reproach $; welcome perfecations and defy death? 


This 
4 Cant. vi. 12 - 1 Cor. ii 2. | 
| $ Tana: ſupreme aſſection to the bleſſed JESUS, which reigned” 


in the hearts of his primitive diſciples, could rer have been ſo 


emphaticaily diiplzye1 by any ſtrokes of cleguence, as by their own 
checyful ard heroic manner of cxpreſſing themſelves, with relzton 


to their ſufft rings. — Far from regreting, I tate p. ecſure (ſays the - 


poſtle) in uſftifitons ; and embrace them, when occurring in my dis. 


vive MAS1ER's ſervice, with a real complacency, eudoIxws 2 Cor. 
Xi, 10.— 70 you, adds the ſeme apoſtle, ard ſpeaks in a 8 
latory ſtrain, u is given (cup) as a defirable privilege, e ſuffer 


for the aderable JESUS, Ph lip. i. 29.—St Luke, recording the a- 


| buſive and cruel emrages, committed on two diſciples, for preach. 


ing bold'y in the name of CHR7<T7, uſes a phraſe remerkably g cla 
ant ard ſfi ed; They deparied from the council rejoicing, ol: vain 
Eiofnoay altuaobran, that they were counted worthy to ſuffer joame g 
had the honour of being viliſed ard I in fo venerable ard. 


glarious a cau'e.—Phis Paſſage is a fine exemplification of the fi- 


gure, which rhetericians lyle Gxymorum. And Horace s Dulce 
ricuum— Splendide mendax— uo beatus vulnere - ſeem t nd: 
Aae 2 c compatiſon, Ac 2 __ 
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This is his reply 4 “ The love of CHRIST conflraineth * 
*« we; beareth me on, With much the ſame ſtrong, 
« ſteady, prevailing influence, which winds and ade 
> _ en they watt the veſſel to its deſtined har» 
our.” | 


Shall we hear what another diſeiple, one of the 
_ molt advanced proficients in divine love, ſays upon the 


ſudjeck? one, who learned his knowledge, not in the 


 Tehool of philoſophy, but on his SAVIOUR" boſom ?. 
Tit is the love of GOD, that we walk after hit cem. 


andert . This is the natural ſruit, this the cer- 


_ tain evidence, of love to that glorious, tranſcendent, 


and adorable BEING, What? Not that we ſupinely 
negleQ, much less that we profanely violate, his ſa. 


cred precepts z but that, with afliduity and delight, 


we make them the rule of our conduQ, = Charity edifis 


et **. this divine love, far from razing the founda- 


tions, far from demolithing the [truQure, bui/deth up || 
the tair fabric of univerſal godlineſs. | _ 


L.et me borrow an illuſtration from your own letter. 
When a pebble is calt into the ſmooth canal, it moves 


the centre, and forms a circle, The firit creates a 


ſecond; the ſecond breaks into a third they continue 
to multiply and expand themſelves, till the whole ſur- 


face is covered with circular undulations. Thus, the 


love of an all-gracious REDEEMER ;, when /hed. 


abroad | 


„Could you Nation a coward in the midſt of a numerous army 


advancing to the battle; or rather, could you place a boat on the 


impetuous eataracts of the Nile; you would fee what is meant by 


the ſignificant word, ovwexr:. 2 Cor. v. 14. 


1 John ver. 6s. er vill. «.: . |] OuneJourr, 
} I cannet but think, the reaſoning is much more juſt, and the 


principle much more efficaci>us, in Aſpaſio's manner of ſtating the 
atfir, than in the following famous lines : „ 


Se Fleve but ſerves ihe virtuous mind to wake, _ 
As the ſmell ple ſtirs the peaceful lakes; 
The center med d, à circle ſtrait ſucceeds, 
Another flill, and iii andther ſpreads. _ 
Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace, 
| His country next, and next all bum an races 


Wide 


3 


. = 4 . 


diffuſe itſelf through every intellectual faculty, and 


extend to PE ſpecies of duty. Till the whole heart 
10 


is filled with the image, and the whole behaviour re- 


gulated by the law of the bleſſed G0 D. — 8 that F 


am perſuaded, there is a great deal of truth and ſoli- 
_ dity, as every one muſt acknowledge, there is a pecu- 
lar ſpirit and beauty, in the apoſtrophe of our poet; 


Talk they of morals ? O thou bleeding love / 
Thou maker of new moral: ts mankind, 
| The grand morality is leve of THEE t, 


| You mentioned the lradfione, as moſt ſignally and- 


moſt extenſively ſerviceable in the ſeafaring buſineſs. 
uch is faith, fo efficacious, in practical Chriſtianity. —. 


This, perhaps, you think a ſcanty and deſective prin- 
ciple. The property of ſhewing the. northern part of 
the world, may ſcem equally mean and inconfiderable... 


But as the one is the very ſoul of navigation, the 


other is the very life of holineſs.— It is ſomewhat like 


the ſtone, which, the Babylanian monarch ſaw in his. 


dream, cut from the rock without hands t : which, tho“ 


deſpicable to human appearance, was mighty in ope- 


| Wide and more wide ſh' o erflowings of the mind 
| Take every crealure in of every kind. 


gelf love too often acts on the affections, 25 2 blaſt on the leaves, 
forivels and contratts them. But the love of CHKITST, like à ver- 
nal fun on the tender buds, opens and en pand them; till they be- 


come wide, as the extent of his gracions redemption ; wide, as the 


compaſs of his rational creation, By ſcli-love I am almoſt neceſſa- 
rily determined to malign the perſons, who craſs my inclinat ions, 
and obſtruct my intereſts. From the love of CHRIST, I have a 
cogent reaſon, and a moſt prevailing induc-ment te love my very 
enemies —How does St Peter analyze this ful;jecr? rot in Mr Pape s, 
not in Lord Bolingbrote's method. Godlineſs, or a ſuprem e love to 
the gracious GOD, he repreſents as the root or trunt, then bras 


therly kindneſs, or an aſſectionate regard to relations, friend neigh 
bours, as ſome of the grand and maſter branches; after his coaruty, _ 


or a diffuſive good-will to all mankind, as the ſpreads of toughs, 
which complete and adorn the tree, 2 Pet. i, 7. 85 


em. . 3. f Night-Thoughts, Ne IV. f Dan. fl. 34 | 


1 


Let. 10. ASPASIO ro TIIEKRON. 247 
abroad in the ſoul by the HOLY GHOST *, and will 


ration; 


« 
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ration; deſtroyed the ſuperb ſtatute; became a great 
mountain, and tilled the whole earth. Thus will faith 


exert and diffule its kindly yet, triumphant energy, to 


every corruption, that it may be ſubdued z to every 


5 virtue, that it may be cherithed. 


Faith is a rea) perſuaſion, that the blefſed JESUS 
has ſhed his blood for me, and fulfilled all riphteouſe 


neſs in my ſlead ; that, through this great atonement 
and meritorions obedience, he has purchaſ-d, even 
er my ſinful ſoul, reconciliation with GOD, 2 8 a 
ing grace, and every fpiritual blefling *. _ 
Wen the ALMIGHTY funk the cavities. of the 
ocean, and replenithed them with the liquid element, 
he provided an inc xhauſtible ſource of moilture, for 

the refreſhment of every animal, and the nutriment of 
every vegetable. In like manner, where, ever he wot ks 
this true faith, he plants the ſeed of univerſal holineſs, 
and provides forthe propagation of every virtue. This 
perſuaſion of the divine good. will overcomes our natu- 
ral reluctance, and excites a fervent deſire to pleaſe 

our molt merciful FATHER. This experience of 
the abundant grace of CHRIST, attracts and aſſimi- 
| lates the ſoul; turning it into his amiable Iikeneſs, 
, as the wax is turned to the imprinted ſeul.“ — What 
will be the language of ſuch a perſon ? 


« Did. my exalted MASTER empty himſelf . 


become poor, that his moſt unworthy ſervant might 


&« be filled with all the ſulneſs of GOD +2 And thall 


& nt I cheerfully deny mylelf the expenſive pleaſures 


« of the world, that I may have ſomewhat to beſtow 


4 on his needy « children Has the death of CARI/ST, 
© ASA puniſhment, ſatisfied the moit rigorous juſtice 
; a 66 for 


» This definition ol · faith may 3 at the firſt 3 , diſſa- 


tisfy and alarm even forge pious people; including, as they appre · 

hend, too great a degree of Marance. But if they plcaſe to take it 

in conne lion wich · the explanation and adjuſtment delivered in the 
fixteenth. Dialogue, I hope, all cauſe of dilapprobation or ſurpriſe 

will vaniſh. l flatter myſelf, that the ſentiment will be found, not. 
only comfortable for the ſinner, but agreeable to ſcripture ; 5 andtroly 
en, as well as highly gefirable. 


1. Kuh. iu. 19. 28 | e 
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an operative, a vidtoricus principle. 
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« for my ſins ; as a price, has it redeemed me from 
« every evil; and, as a ſacrifice, made my peace with 
« GOD moſt gh ? And ſhall I not, by theſe mercies 
« of my dying LORD, be induced to preſent all the 
« members of my body, and all the faculiies of my 
© ſoul, as a /iving facrifice ® to his honour ? to be em- 


=. 1 in his ſervice, and refigned to his will? 
o 


o | believe, that roy SAVIOUR not only 
l 


. & reſcued me from hell, but etabliſhed my title to a 


« the bleſſings included in the promiſes, and all the 
« filicity laid up in heaven? And can I neglect to ſeck 
« thoſe invaluable bie ſſings, or forbear to aſpire after 
« this immenſe ſeliciry ? Caa I be ſo ungrateſul as to 
« affroit; ſo inſenfible as to forget, the infinitely be- 
« neficent AUT: OR d both? Am l perſuzded, that. 
the PRINCE of peace is entered into glory as my 


e forerunner f, and has prepared manſions of bliſs for 


„% my final reception? And ſba I not follow him 
© thither in my kopes and my affections? be as a pil- 


% grim below, and have my converſation above? 
& Is not this a moſt ſweet and effectual method of 


« gaining my heart, and if my heart, then all my 
« powers, to his bieſſed {elf ??? 2 | 
Such, my dear Thcron, will be the ee of faith. 
Therefore it is not in vain, much le to the diſcou- 
ragement of real virtue, that the ſcripture lays fuch 
2 rel upon faith; ſo frequently urges the importance 
and neceſſity of faith ; repreſents ich, as the princi- 
pal work of the divine SPIRIT, and tne great inſtru - 
ment of receiving ſalvation ; Becauſe it is a ſore, a 
ſovereign means of purifiing the heart g, and never 
fails to work by [ove .- Was faith, as ſome people are 
apt to imagine, lite a candle pat under a buſhel, or 
like the lamps which burn in ſepulchres; it would. 
then be an infignificant labour to inculcate it, and no 
better than an empty flouriſh of words to celebrate it. 
Bur nothing is more certain, than that faith is a vital 


CHRIST 


» Rom. xi. 2. . + Heb. »i 20. 
+ Ads xr. 9. & Gal. v. 6. 
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_ CHRIST is a ſtore - houſe of all good. Whatever 
is neceſſary to remove our guilt, whatever is expedi-_ 
ent, for renewing our nature, whatever is proper to 
fit us for the eternal fruition of GOD, all this is laid 
np in CHRIST. And all this is received by faith, for 
application, uſe, and enjoyment. Accordingly, when 
Zaccheus BELIEVED, he conunenced a new man; his 
| bowels yearncd with compaſſion; the rapacious publi- 
can became a friend to the needy, and a father to the 


poor “. - When the Macedonians BELICVAD, how emi- 


nently was their fpirit ennobled, and their practice im» 


proved! Though preſſed with afflictions, their ſouls 


overflowed with joy; and even in the deepeſt poverty, 
they ſignalized themſelves by the abundance of their 
liberality T.— When the firſt converts BELIEVED, the 
change in their behaviour was ſo remarkable, the ho- 
lineſs of their lives ſo exemplary, that they won the. 
favour, and commanded the reſpect. of all the people 1. 


In ſhort, it is as impoſſible for the ſun to be in his 


meridian ſphere, and not to diſſipate darkneſs, or dif- 
_ fuſe light; as for faith to exiſt in the ſoul, and not ex- 


alt the temper,. and meliorate the conduct. That my 


dear Theron may be eftabli/hed'in faith, may increaſe ' 
in faith, may ebound in faith, is the moſt affe ctionate 
Viſh that thought can ſuggeſt, or friendſhip adopt. Mayr 
his faith 80 be eſtabliſhed like the mountain oaks, 
ncreale like the progreſſive ſtream, till it ſpreads and 
abounds like the overflowing flood“!!! . 
I intended to have cloſed my letter, and confirmed 
my point, by a very memorable ſtory. But however 


: Earth Rh — % Es Sd 5 
+ Cor. viii. 2. Here is, eſpecially in the original, as fine an an- 
_ #iheſes, perhaps, as ever was penned. Since my laſt notes were ſo 
cops, I ſhall forego the pleaſure of particularizing the beauties 
of this clauſe. I leave it to the lover of ſacred literature, to ad- 
mire the apoſtle's expreſſion, to be charmed with the ſpirit of the 
Macedonian believers; and to derive edification from bot. 
| ä t Ads ii. 47. r 
* Theſe images we may venture to ſtyle beautiful, becauſe they 
are borrawed from the apoſtle; g ναν ονο,τ“ Tn mie. Col. i. 7. 
pb Yu rica. Phil. i. 25. vripavian n. is. 2. Theſſ. i. 3. 
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your patience may perſeyere, my time fails, and my 
Land is weary, The next poſt, if nothing unexpected 
intervenes, ſhall bring you the ſequel. May it, when 
brought to my friend, be as a nail ſaſtentd in a ſure 
place, and give the rivet of conviction to all theſe im- 


portant truths!--In the mean time, or rather at all 
times, I remain _ | | | 


. Cordiath and invariably yours, 3 


As rA 10. 


LETTER , 
Asrasio % Tus zo *. 


Dear Tarron, 


FT in the imputed righteouſneſs of FESUS 
CHRIST is a fundamertal principle, in that in- 
valuable ſyſtem of ſacred and divine philoſophy, —THz 
Gosyeri : by which the heavenly TEACHER is con. 
tinually training up millions of rational and immortal 
creatures, for the true perfection of their nature; for 
the final fruition of their GOD; or, in other words, 
for a ſtate of conſummate happineſs and everlaſtin 
exaltation.— In this ſchool, may you and I be. humble 
 ftudents, and daily proficieuts / While others are ambi- 
tious of glittering diſtinctions, and ſounding titles, may 
It be our higheſt aim, our greateſt glory, to anſwer 
the charafter—of BELIEVEASI By this character the 
ſupreme LORD diſtinguiſhes his choſen people, and 
denominates the heirs of ſalvation.— This character 
ſtands faireſt in the book of life, and brighteſt in the 
annals of eternity.—This character, however neglected 
or diſeſteemed among men, will be remembertd and 
had in honour, when the pompous names of flateſman 
und generaliſimo are known no morg. OG Wen” 
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As faith i is of ſuch Gngular and extenſive efficacy 
in genuine Chriſtianity, methinks, I would have all 
our meditations terminate on its glorious object, and 
de calculated to invigorate ſo beneficial a principle. - 

When we reflect on that ſtupendous act, the creation 
of the world out of nothing; let us remember, it was 
HIS act, who 2btained eternal redemption for ut. When 

we contemplate that immenſe theatre of wonders, the 
heavens and their ſhining hoſts; let us not forget, that 

they are all HIS works, who brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs for us. — Do we turn our thoughts to the 
ocean, that ſpacious and magnificent canal, which co- 
vers more than half the globe ? It was formed by HIS 
word, and is obedient to HIS will, who loved us, and 
| waſhed us from our fins in his own blodd. Do we take 

a view of the earth, that grand and inexhauſtible ma - 
_ gazine, which furniſhes ſuch a multiplicity of conve- 

niencies for ſo many millions of creatures? It is all 

_ HS property, and wholly at HS diſpoſal, who emp - 

tied * hinfelf for our ſake, and had not where to lay his 

bead. — For thus faith the inſpired philoſopher, thus 
ſaith the oracle of revelation, All things were made BY 
Vim, and ros in r. | 

The great CREATOR has enriched this habitable | 

globe with a profuſion of good. He has adorned it 
with a variety, an order, and a beauty, which are 
perfectly charming. He has ennobled it with a dignity, 

a ſublimity, and a grandeur, which are at once delight- 
ful and aſtoniſhing; In all this, reaſon cannot but 
_ difcern a clear manifeſtation of power, a bright diſ- 

play of wiſdom, and a rich demonſration of benig- 
nity.— But will the CREA TOR himſelf vouchſaſe to 
be made flelh; on purpoſe that he may obey and die 
for his guilty creatures? This is what neither the ut - 
moſt penetration of men, nor the very ſuperior intel- 
ligence of angels, could ever have demonſtrated, diſ- 
overed, or conceived. This exceeds whatever” the 
3 bave prodycct, whatever the ſun has beheld, 
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as much as the extent and magnificence of the planetary 
ſyſtem exceed the dimenſions and the furniture of a 
ſhepherds hut.—To reveal this, is the bleſſed peculi- 
arity of the goſpel. To know and believe this, is the 
diſtinguiſhing prerogative of a Chriſtian. To apply 
this, to dwell upon this, to connect this with all our 
obſervations of the univerfe, ſhould be our favourite 
and habitual employ. This will improve wonder into 
devotion, and raiſe the entertainments of ſcience into 
the joy of ſalvation, This will render every philoſo- 
phical ſpeculation a ſtrengthener of our faith; and 
make the various ſcenes of nature, a guide to grace, 
and a ſtep to glory.— When this is done, then all 
things attain their proper end; and as they are by 
CHRIST, ſo they are /or CHRIST. . 
Bur I forget myſelf, my buſineſs, and my promiſe. | 
J am to eſtabliſh the point by inconteſtable fact, not to 
embelliſh it by looſe harangue. With pleaſure ad- 
dreſs myſelt to diicharge the obligation; and exem- 
plify, in a very memorable inſtance, the power of faith 
on religious practice. From whence {hall I fetch m | 
exemplification ? From the memoirs of the indefati- « 
gable apoſtle of the Gentiles? Here I fiad one, moſt 
conciſely, and at the ſame time moſt forcibly dife 
played. 
| 2 After theſe things u avere ended, ſays the ſacred bio: | 
rian, Paul purpoſed in the ſpirit, when he had paſſed thre? 
Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jeruſalem, ſaying, A. 
G ter I have been there, I muſt alſo ſee Rome *.—Who can 
obſerve, and not admire, this plain unambitious man- 
ner of relating a ſeries of labours, the moſt ſignally 
ſucceſsful, and moſt extenſively uſeful? Nothing in 
human conduct ever ſurpaſſed the greatneſs of the one, 
and perhaps nothing in hiſtorical compolition ever al 
qualled the Amplicity of the other. 
St Paul had already reduced Epheſus and 2 to 
ihe obedience of C HRIST. He had already brought. 
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Macedonia and Achgia into ſubjeQion to the goſpel. 


He had long ago erected the ſtandard, and ſpread the 


triumphs of Chriſtianity, in the regions of Arabia. 
Vet, as if he had hitherto atchieved nothing, he bends 
his forces towards Jeruſalem. Then he marks out 
Rome for the ſeat of his ſpiritual warfare. After this 
he forms the ſame beneficent deſign upon Spain: in- 
_ cluding, in his comprehenſive plan, the metropolis 


and the boundaries + of the known world. — The uni- 


verſe is but jult large enough, to be the ſcene of his 


action; he never diſcontinues the charitable campaign, 


but with the laſt breath of his life; and he ſpeaks of 


this unintermitted courſe of arduous and dangerous 

| ſervices, as if he was only going to make ſome friend- 
ly vifft, or join in a party of innocent pleaſure ; After 
. have been at Loh 7 828 alfo Fad Rome t. 


+ 944 in was then ſuppoſed 1 to be the boundary of the weſtern, a as 


; the ken was reckon ed the extreraity of the eaſtern world. | 


alben in Fes que ſunt a Gadibus yr 8 


0 — 


"+ I am gol charmed: I muſt confeſs, with this very ſimple, but 
incomparably- L manner of the apoſtle's ſpeaking. Far beyond 
all the pomp of panegyric, it diſplays the hero. 

When a handful of Spartans undertcok te deferd the paſs of 
Thermopyle agaiuſt the whole army of Perſio; ſo prodigious, it 
was reported, were the mnltirudes of the Pe frans, that the very 
flight of their arrows vu¹d intercept the ſnining of the ſun. Then, 


{aid Dieneces, one of the Spartan leaders, we ball have the advan- 
 zege of fighting in the ſpade. —Juſt before the battle of Agincourt, 


news was brought to King Henry's camp, that the French were ex» 


ceedingly numerous, and would take the field with more than (ix ' 


times the number of the £ng iſt troops. To which the brave Cap- 


tain Gam im nediately replied, Ii it ſo? Then there are enough to be 
cut in pieces, enough to be taken priſoners, and enough to run away.—A 


commanding officer, I think, among the royaliſts, being beſieged 


by the parliamentary forces, was ſummoned to ſurrender the caſtle. ' 


The ſummoũs he rejected, and treated with contempt. Upon this, 


the enemy threatened, that, if he perſiſted in his reſolution, the 
walls ſhould, without farther delay, be battered to the ground. 


W bat if they arc? was his anſwer. I am not obliged io rebuild them. 
Jauch calm aud undaunted ſentiments, amidſt circumſtances of 


the maſt i imminent danger: e an uncommon fortitude and ſupt- | 
| ig | 


_ Which 
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Which of your Alexanders, Which of your (z2/ars, 7 
which of all the heroes renowned in Grecian or Roman | 
| Rory, can vie with the zeal and magnanimity of this 
poor, deſpiſed tent maker? ſo poor, that he was con- 
ſtrained to work with his own hands, for a morſel of 
bread ; ſo deſpiſed, that he was frequently treated as 
the offscouring of all things. Notwithſtandirg all 
theſe diſcouragements, what did he not attempt, what 
did he not accompliſh, for the honourof his MASTER, 
and the good of his fellow-creatures ?—He embarks 
in a ſhallop; he has neither ſhield nor ſpear; yet he 
' Purpoſes to command the ocean, and conquer the 
globe. What greatneſs of ſoul was here! he expects“ 
nothing but poverty, contempt, and death; yet his 
heart is big with the hope of enriching, ennobling, 
and ſaving ages and generations. What bexevolence” 
of temper was this !—Should you inquire concerning 
this illuſtrious champion of the eroſs, Mo were. his- 
potent auxiliaries ? None but the divine SPIRIT.— - 
What were his mighty weapons? Nothing but the word 
of truth and grace. M hence proceeded his intrepid, 
his enterprizing, his all- conquering reſolution? Only 
from faith, a lively faith in FESUS CHRIST. : 
This, I think, is a ſufficient confirmation of my 
doctrine.— Neverthelefſs I have another inſtance to 
produce ; one that was exhibited in an age, when the 
glorious object of our faith ſhone with dim luſtre and- 
with diſtant beams ; yet it may juſtly be admired, and 
will hardly be eclipſed, by the moſt enlightened among. 
the Chriſtian ſaints, —Vo keep you no longer in ſuſ- 
penſe, the caſe, I mean, is that which Ms/es records, 


rio-ity of mind. But, if we conſider the nature of the apoſtle's en- 
terprize; that it was nothing leſs than an open attack on the empire 
of Satan; a declared war againſt the whole idolatrous world; all 
which was to be attended with perſecution and impriſonment, was 
to end in martyrdom and death ;—if we conſider this, I believe, 
nothing will appear, at once ſo humble and ſo exalted, fo modeſt 
2 ſo magnanimous, as the turn and air of his expreſſion; Aſter 1 
ue been at Jeruſalem, I muſt a ſee Rome. 5 
of EIT Acts xx. 23, 
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and the apoſtle celebrates. By rairn Abraham, when 


Je was tried, Kew up Iſaac; and he that had received 
| the promiſes, offered up his only begotten Son Fo — 


As this is fo ſingular an example of the efficacious 
and triumphant operation of faith; unequalled in any 
nation of the world, or under any diſpenſation of 
religion; you will give me leave to dwell a little on 


ſome of its marvellous circumſtances, 


' Abraham was an eminent and diſtinguiſhed ſervant 
of the moſt high GOD ; favoured with peculiar ma- 

nißfeſtations of the divine will, and dignified with the 
honourable title of his MAKER's friend $. Yet even 

this man is haraſſed with a long ſucceſſion of troubles ; 


and, which was reckoned in thoſe ages the moſt de- 


_ Plorable calamity ; goes childleſs *. 


2 reſignation. At length, an oracle from the 


ORD gives him hope, gives him aſſurance of a ſon. 


Joyfully he receives the promiſe, and reſts in humble 


expectation of its accompliſhment, —Several years run 


© their rounds, but no pleaſing infant prattles in his 
arms, or is dandled upon his knees. At laſt the hand- 


maid becomes pregnant. But what a diſappointment 
Was here! This is the ſon of the bond - woman, not of 


the free. 


Ho afflicting the caſe of this excellent perſon! 
His kinsfolk and acquaintance ſee their olive - branches 
flouriſhing round about their tables. Even his ungodly 
neighbours have children at their deſire, and leave 
the reſidue of their ſubſtance for their babes. But 


$48 KY 1 2332 ; : | Abraham; 
F Heb. xi, 17. 3 — 12 Chron. xx. 7. If xli. 8. 


FThere was ſo much gall in this calamity, that it embittered e- 
very other ſpecies of happpineſs. Viſited by this affliction, the pa- 
_ tniarch could taſte no joy in bis late ſignal victory; all his worldly | 
proſperity was inſipid; and he ſtems to. have been incapable of re- 


 liſhing any other comfort; What will thou give me, ſeeing I go childs 


 lefs? Gen, xv. 2.—] would intreat the reader to take particular no- 
tice of ibis cireumſtance. It will have the ſame effect upon the re- 
preſentation of Abraham's obedience, and the whole ſeries of his 

difficulties, as a magniſying glaſs has upon the objects to whick it is 


. * 


1 applied. 


recess e 


Long he waits, worſhipping GOD with the moſt 


TTC a. 


Abraham, the worſhipper of the ALMIGHTY, the 
favourite of heaven ;z—this Abraham is deſtitute of au 
heir, to ſupport his name, to propagate his family, 
and inherit the bl:fling.—O the ſtraits l to which the 
believer is ſometimes reduced! How does à ſovereign 
Providence try his faith, as it were in a furnace of 

fire! not that it may be conſumed, but refined, and 
. come forth with augmented luſtre, to the Praiſe of: 
_ ever-faith Hul, all ſufficient grace. | 

G00 is pleaſed to renew the grant, and aſſure him 
more explicitly, that Sarah {hall have a ſon, But 
this notice. comes at a very late period in life; when 
Sarab is advanced in years, and too old, according 
to the courſe of nature, to conceive. However, the 
pious patriarch Hanger not through unbelief; but hopes + 
even againſt hope. — Is it improbable? is it difficult? 
nay, is it to all human appearance impcſũble? So much 
the fitter for the exertion. and ſo much the more pro- 
per for the difplay of almighty poser 
At laſt the gift ſo earneſtly deſired, 3s. veucliſaſed. | 
Sarah has a child,—a ſon, — an Tfaac ; one who ſhould 
be a ſource of conſolation and delight to his parents; 
ſhould f their mouth nuith laughter t, and their tongue 
with j Joy. .—With tender care, doubtleſs, this pleaſant 
plant is reared, Many prayers are, put up for his 
long life, and great happineſs. The fond patents 
warch over him, as over the apple of their own eye. 

Their life is bound up in the life of the lad f. He 
grows in grace, as be grows in ſtature. So amiable 
is his temper, and ſo engaging his behaviour, as could 
not Jail of endearing him even to a ſtranger ; how 
much more to ſuch indulgent parents, after ſo long a 
ſtate of barrenneſs, and ſo many expectations ſo fre · 
quently fruſtratee. 

Now; methinks, we are ready to congratulate the: 
Happy lire; 3 and Hatter ourſelves, that his tribulations - 


5 have 


| » Rom. iv. 18, 20. | 
WE cant ae . is the im port of the Hebrew name J le. 
| ; Þ+: Gen. xliv. 30. | 
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have an end: that the ſtorms which ruffled the noon 
of life, are blown over; and the evening of his age is 
becoming calm and ferene, —But let not him that 
girdeth on his harneſs, boaſt himſelf, as he that put- 
teth it off j. Our warfare on earth is never accom- 
Pliſhed, till we bow our head, and give up the ghoſt. 
The ſharpeſt, the ſevereſt trial is ſtill behind. GOD, 
the ſupreme and uncontrollable GOD, demands the 
| child. *Tis the will of heaven, that he rake his ex- 
iz juſt. as he arrives at manhood, © Where now, 
„ Abraham, are all thy pleaſing proſpects? How of- 
ce ten didſt thou ſay, in thy fond delighted heart, 
„ This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our trouble * 2 
« Many have been my ſorrows ; but this child ſhall 
« dry up my tears, and bring me to my grave in 
„ peace. — Alas! this lovely flower is to be cut down, 


* s faireſt, fulleſt bloom. All thy ſhining hopes. | 
7-4 overcaſt in a moment,” | | 


Abrabam +, ſays GOD, — Abraham. knows the i 
voce. It is the voice of condeſcending goodneſs. 4 
He had often heard it with a rapture of delight. In- 4 
ſtantly he replies, ( Here I am. Speak LORD; for 0 
« thy fervant is all attention :”* hoping, no doubt, to 
receive ſome freſh manifeſtation of the divine good. will: 1 
to himſelf and his family ; or ſome new diſcovery of 4 
the method, in which the divine wiſom would ac- | 
compliſh the promiſes, I wil! multiply thy ſeed + I will” 
ale thy ſeed as the duſi of the earth; and in thy feed. 
| a 1885 the. Jones od the carts be bleſſed: 


— ” 


—. 6 KK 


7 


Take 


Fx 3 1 8 11. 5 Dis, 129. . 

+ The ſentence, with which the inſpired hiſtorian introduces this 
effeting narrative, is unhappily tranflated-in our Bibles, dax De 
Noa Gd did tempt Abrabam.—This expreſſion ſeems, more than, 
ſenis to claſh with the doctrine of St James, chap. i. ver. 13.; and 
- *E=nnat but ſound harſh to thoſe ears, which have been accuſtomed, 
to underſtand by tampter and tempting, perſons utterly odious, and 
Practices extremely pernicious.— Whereas, the true and natural ſig- 

{| nification of the origiual is, he tried or explored. GOD ſounded 
'1 the depth, and meafured the height of his ſervant's faith, in order 
to erect an everlaſting monument of the victorious efficacy of this 
| facred principle, and exhibit an ne, fenen o al them who 

Rod hereafter believe, NEE : 
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Tale thy ſon ; adds GOD. And might not Abra- 
ham reaſonably expect, that, ſince his ſon was advan- 
ced to years of maturity, he ſhould be directed how to 
ſettle him in the world with honour and advantage, 


where to find a virtuous and fruitful partner of his. 
| bed?—He is commanded, not barely to take his /ox, 
but his only ſon, his ſon //aac ; whom he loved. How: 
muſt theſe affecting images awaken all that ſoft com- 


placency, and all that tender triumph, which are 


known only to the fondly-feeling heart of a parent 


Muſt not ſuch an introduction, ſo remarkably endear- 
ing, heighten his expectation of ſome ſignal mercy. 
to be conferred on the beloved youth; and would it 
not render the blefling peculiarly acceptable, more 


than doubly welcome? 


Was he not then ſtartled? was he not horribly a- 
mazed, when, inſlead of ſome renewed expreſſion of 


the divine favour, he received the following orders? 
Tale now thy ſon, — thy only ſon, — Iſaac, - whom thou 


loveſt ;—and get thee into the land of Moriah, and 952 
Jo him there for a-burmt-offerin —_— upon one. of the moun- 


tains which I uill fell thee of 

Was ever meſlage fo alarming? each ward. more 
piercing to parental ears, than the keeneſt dagger to 
the heart. Every clauſe brings an additional-load of 


miſery ; till the whole command: ſwells into the molt 
accumulated and aggravated wo. 


Abraham, take bby ſon. — Who but Abraham could 


| have forbore remonſtrating and pleading, en ſuch an 


occaſion ?—Fnanias, being charged with a commiſ- 
fion to Saul the perſecutor, takes upon him to argue 


the caſe with his almighty SOVEREIGN : ZORD, # 
| bave heard: by many concerning this man, how much evil 


he hath done to thy ſaints at Feruſalem; and here he 
hath authority from the chief prieſts, to bind all that call 


upon thy name f. Sure, it can never be ſafe or expe- 


dient to preſent myſelf voluntarily before him, who 
came hither breathing out threatenings and ſlaughter 


__ me. What! is this but to court danger; and 


run 


* Gene al. a. a 14 
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run with open eyes into ruin 2 Thus nanias: and 


with how much greater appearance of reaſon. wight⸗ 


Abrabam have replied? 


«© LORD, hall: F loſe my child! 2 loſe; Riem, almoſt: 
as ſoon as I have received him? Didſt thou give 
60 him, only to tantalize thy ſervant? Remember, 
10 gracious GOD, the name he bears. How ſhall he 
4 anſwer its cheering import? how ſhall he be a ſource 


« of ſatis faction to his parents, or the father of many 


4 nations, if thou takeſt him away in his unmarried: = 


„ ſtate, . and the very prime of his years? 


_ « [If fin lyes at the. door, let me exprate the guilt. 
„ Let thouſands of rams, let every bullock in my 
« ſtalls, bleed at thy altar. My wealth, bleſſed LORD, 
„ and all my goods, are nothing in compariſon of my 
% [ſaac. Command me to be ſtript of my poſſeſ. 
„ ſions; command me to roam, as a fugitive and a 
2 vagabond in the earth; and I will magnify. thy. 
holy name. Oaly let. ay child, y dear child be 


tc ſpared. 


= 8 Or, if nothing will appeaſe thy indignation but oy 
« human blood, let y death be the ſacrifice. Up- 


on me be the vengeance... IL. am old and grey head - 


60 ed. The beſt of my days are paſt, and the beſt of 


« my ſervices done. If this tottering wall tumbles, 


44 there will be little or-no cauſe for regret. But, if 


the pillar of my houſe, and the ſoundation of my 
« hopes, —if he be ſnatched from me, what good will 


„ my life do me? 0 my on !: "mo four ! would GOD 3 


% might die for ibee . 


If it muſt be a blooming youth, in- "che; flower of 


e his days, be pleaſed, moſt merciſuk GOD, to ſe- 


e lect the victim from ſome fruitful family. There 
„ are thoſe who abound in children. Children are 

„ multiplied unto. them; and though many were re- 
« moved, yet would their table be full. There are 

% thoſe. who have flicks and herds; whereas I have 
8 wad this one little. ad Þo the very ſolace of my: 
e A Youlp, 


* 2 Sum, Xvili, 32: NT bs +: 280. xii, 380 
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« ſoul, and the ſtay of my declining years; and ſhall 
« this be taken away, while all 2ho/e are left?” 

Ves, Abraham ;+it is thy ſon and not another's, 
that is marked for the victim. What diſtreſs, had he 
not been ſupported by faith, what exquiſite diſtreſs 
muſt have overwhelmed this affectionate parent! How 
could he refrain from crying out, and with a flood of 
tears ?—* If the decree cannot be reverſed, if it muſt 
40 be the fruit of my own body, O! that Iſhenael, the 
% ſon of the handmaid—How ſhall I ſpeak it? my 
„ heart bleeds at the thought; at the thought even of 


1 his expiring agonies, and untimely death. But as 


4 for Iſaac, the ſon of my beloved ſpouſe, the ſon of 


„ thy old age, the crown of all my labours ; — how? 


 *« how ſhall I ſurvive ſuch a loſs? The blow that goes 


% to his heart, muſt be fatal to us both. 


4 Yet; if he muſt die, and there is no remedy : may | 


4 he not at leaſt expire by a natural diſſolution? May 


« not ſome common diſtemper unlooſe the cords of 


44 life, and lay him down gently in the tomb? May 


5 “ not his fond mother and myſelf ſeal his cloſing eyes 
4 and ſoften his dying pangs by our tender offices?“ 


No, Abraham, Thy ſon muſt be fuughtered on the 
altar. He ſhall have no other bed of death, than the 
pile of hewn wood; no other winding ſheet, than his 


think not to ſatisfy thy ſorrowing fondneſs, by paying 


him the laſt honours of a decent interment, It is the 


LOR D's will, that he be cut in pieces, conſumed to 


_ aſſies, and made a burnt-offering : ſo that nothing ſhall 
remain, to be preſerved or embalmed. It ſhall not 
be in thy power to ſooth thy grief, by reſorting to his 


{ own clotted gore. The ſaerificing- knife, and not any 
common diſeaſe, ſhall bring him to his end. —And 


grave, and weeping at his ſepulchre, and ſaying,— 


Here lies Iſaac. 


„ But if all muſt be executed, GOD grant theſe. 
eyes may never behold the diſmal tragedy ! If my 
4% 1/aac muſt be bound hand and ſoot for the ſlaugh- 


5 ter, if he mult receive the ſteel into his boſom, and 


„ Welter 


/ 
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& welter in his own innocent blood, heaven forbid, 
- Mþ that I ſhould behold ſo ki ling a ſpetacle ! PS... | 
Even this mitigation cannot be granted. Thou muſt 
uy only be an eye-witneſs of his agony, but be the 
executioner of thy I/aac. Thy hands mult lift the deadly 
weapon; % hands muſt point it to the beloved breaſt; 
t own: hands muſt urge its way, through the guſhing 
veins, and ſhiverin Folk, till it be plunged in the 
_ throbbing heart, GOD will not permit the work to. 
be done by another, The father, the father muſt be 
the butcher. 5 | 
Is not the wretched father flunned Fay eg bret 1 
does he not Rand fixed in horror, and ſpeechleſs with 


grief? What words can be mournful enough to expreſs. 


his ſorrows ?—-Unheard of, ſhocking affair! Nature 
recoilt at the very thought! How then can the beſt of 
fathers perform the deed ? How ſhall he anſwer it to 
the wife of his boſom, the mother of the lovely youth? 
 — How can he juſtify it to the world? They will ne- 
ver be perſuaded that the GOD of goodneſs can de- : 
light in cruelty, or authorize ſo horrid an action. — 
Will they not take up a taunting proverb, and ſay at 
every turn? © There goes the man, the monſter ra- 
„ ther, that has embrued his hands in his own ſon's 
 & blood! This is he that pretends to piety, and 
4 could be fo ſavage, as to aſſaſſinate, coolly 4 
„ liberately aſſaſinate an only child !?—Might not 
thouſands of ſuch refleQions crowd into his thoughts, | 
and rack his very foul? 
But GOD is unchangeadle. Poſitive is his word, 
and muſt be obeyed; obeyed immediately too. Take 
ns thy fon. The LORbꝰ's commandment requireth 
| ſpeed. No time is to be loſt in bidding adieu to his 
relations, or in fruitleſs ſupplications for revoking the 
doom. —Nay, cheerfully as well as inſtantly muſt this 
command be fulfilled. The great JEHOVAH expects 
alacrity in his ſervice. —Prodigious trial indeed! Yet 
not too great for a faith, which the divine RPIRTE 
infuſes, and the divine SPIRIT ſuſtains, 
The Patriarch neu full well, that obedience is no 
. n 


For it is written, He aroſe early in the morning, ver. 3. 


he conſults not with fleſh and blood. He is deaf to the 
arguings of carnal reaſon, and regards not the year- 


nings of paternal affection. Without a murmuring word, 
without a moment's delay , he ſets forward on his 


journey; not ſo much as betraying the leaſt uneaſineſs, 


to alarm his wife; nor heaving the leaſt ſigh, to ſur- 
priſe his attendants — And canſt thou, Abrabam, canſt 
thou perſiſt in thy purpoſe ? can thy beart firmly re- 
ſolve, can thy hand ſteadily execute, this inexpreſſibly 


ſevere taſk ? Moſt triumphant faith indeed! Deſerved- 


ly art thou ſtyled, the father of the faithful f. Thy 
faith is ſtronger than all the ties of affection; ſtronger 
than all pleas of nature, or all the terrors of death,. 


even of a death far more dreadſul than thy own. 


And new muſt he travel, during three tedious, and, 
one would think, moſt melancholy days, with His 
 {ſaas conſtantly before his eyes; with the bloody ſcene 
continually in his apprehenſions; and nothing to di- 

vert his mind from dwelling on every bitter eircum- 


ſtance, and all the grievous conſequences. — On the 
third day, Abraham lifted up his eyes, and beheld afar 


_ off the appointed place. His ſervants are ordered to 


keep their diſtaftce,z while himſelf with the fire and 
the knife in his hands; and his fon, with the burden 
of wood on his ſhoulders, went both of them together. 


Who does not pity the ſweer youth, toiling under 
that load which muſt ſoon reek with his blood, and 
ſoon reduce him to aſhes ?Mean while the intended 
victim, wondering to fee all thoſe preparations made, 
and no proper animal near, aſks this pertinent queſtion 
Ms father, behold the fire and the wood! but where is 
the lamb for a burnt-offering ? — Sure, this endearing 
ſpeech, which diſcovered ſuch a knowledge of religion, 


and ſuch a concern for its duties, muſt rouſe the fa- 
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obedience, unleſs it be willing and cheerful. Therefore 


ther's anguiſh, and ſhake his determination. How can 


A 


I Rom. iv. 18. 


he be the death of ſo much innocence, and fo much 
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Faith overcomes all difficulties. Unmoved, and in- 
flexible, the patriarch replies, GOD mill provide him- 
felf a lamb for a burnt-offcring, mj ſon *. After this 
he diſcloſes the ſtrange, the ftartling ſecret : «© Thou 


2 thyſelf, my dear child, are deſtined to this purpoſe, 


„The GOD who beltowed thee on my longing de- 


e fires, is pleaſed to require thee again at my hand. 


„ The LORD gave, and the LORD taketh away, 
© [et us both adore the name of the LORD. Let us 
4 confide in his promiſed goodneſs, and unanimouſly 
% profels, Thongh he ſlay me, yet will I truſt in bim. — 
It does not appear that the amiable youth reſſed or 


ainſaid. He had ſtrength enough to oppoſe, and 


_ ſpeed to eſcape , the attempts of an aged father. 
Either or both of which, the law of ſelf preſervation 
might ſeem to dictate, and the light of reaſon to juſ- 


tiky. But Jſaac knew, that his father was a prophet, 
In this prophetical character, he ſees and acknowled - 


ges the Warrant of heaven. And ſince his CREATOR 
calls, he is content to go. — Excellent Iſaac ! who does 
not.admire thy courage ! who is not charmed with 
thy reſignation ! and mult we, in a few minutes, muſt 
we ſee thee a pale, a bloody, a breathleſs corpſe ? 
Methinks, 1 ſhudder as we draw near the direful 


cataſtrophe. The altar is built; the wood laid in or- 


org 


Abrabam in this anſwer, like many of the ether prophets in 

their predictions, ſeems not to have thoroughty underſtood the Import 
of his own words, What he himſelf meant, I apprehend, is repre- 
ſented in the paraphraſe of his ſpeech. Yet GOD ſo over-ruled his 


tongue, that it more fully expreſſed the divine decree, than the pa- 


| rental idea. 


GOD will provide bimſelf a lamb for a burut-offerng, my ſon. 


Thus the words are placed in the Hebrew. My ſon comes laſt, and 
cloſes: the reply; that the tender accents may be left to vibrate on 
the father's eat, and the dear diſtreſſing image continue playing be- 
fore his mind. —T his, I think, is a delicacy not to be overlooked, 
and increaſes the pathos of the narrative. 5 8 7 

+ According to Joſcphus, Jſaac was, when he ſubmitted himſelf 
to the ſlaughter, about twenty-five years old. Others think, his 
age was thirty-three; which makes him more exactly reſemble his 
ſuffering LORD. Then his father muſt be above a hundred and 


thirty years old. Either account will juſtify Aſpaſto's ſuppoſition, 


— 


Wr 
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der; all things are ready for the ſolemn ſervice; and 
{ſaac offers his willing throat to the knife. —Neverthe-, 
leſs, that the work of deſtiny may be ſure, and no- 

one particular relating to a ſacrifice omitted, Abraham 


binds his ſon I have known a ſtubborn malefaQor, 


quite unalarmed, when ſentenced to the ignominious 
tree; not at al! impreſſed with the molt awful repre- 
ſentations of eternal judgment; yet, when a perſon 


came to meaſure him for his cin, the hardened wretch 
was hard no longer. He ſtarted, turned pale, and 


trembled in every joint. Even ſuch a circumſtance. 
makes no impreſſion on Abraham; neither alters his 


purpoſe, nor changes his countenance. He meaſures 
his Iſaac; meaſures thoſe limbs, which he had fo fre- 


_ quently and ſo tenderly careſſed; and if not for the 
_ coffin, yet for immediate ſlaughter. 


Having bound him, —ſurprifing vlutuciostaned 


him tor the ſword and for the flame, he /ays him upon 
| the alter on the wood. There, now, lyes Iſaac; the dear, 
the dutiful, the religious Tſaac ! Abraham's joy; Sa- 
rah's delight; the heir of the promiſes ! there he lyes, 
all meek and reſigned; expecting every moment, the 


ſtroke of death to fall — O parents! parents! do not 
your bowels yearn! is not humanity itſelf diſtreſſed at 
the ſcene? Say, thcu who art a father, what thinkeft. 


thou of- Abraham's obedience ? couldſt thou, to /uch 


a ſon, have acted ſuch a part? 
See! the father, reſolute to the very laſt, unſheaths 


the murdering blade; makes bare the innocent boſom; _ 
and marks the place, where life may find the ſpeedieſt 
exit. His heart is fixed! he ſtretches his arm; and 
| Now, even now is aiming the mortal blow ben, 
| —rejoice O ye worſhippers of a gracious GOD! break, 


forth into ſingirg, ye that are in pain for the tried 


1 parent! the LORD almighty interpoſes, in this ar- 
I 95 of extreme need *, The ANGEL of the cove- 


nant 
* Upon this weld ſeaſonable interpoſition, the inſpired biftorian 


ma kes a very judicious and edifying remark ; which ſeems to be 


J . if not eatiely 2 * our dannen; In the 
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nant ſpeaks from heaven, and with-holds the lifted 
Hang, in the very act to ſtrike, GOD, who only in- 
tended to manifeft his faith, and make it honourable, 
bids him deſid. GOD applands his obedience ; ſub- 
ſtitutes another ſacrifice in //aac's ſtead ; renews his 
covenant with the father; and not only reprieves the 
life of the ſon, but promiſes him a numerous and il- 
luſtrious iſſue ; promiſes to make him the progenitor 
of the MESSIAH, and thereby a public bleſſing to 
all the nations of the earth. 3 1 
Tell me now, Theron, was there ever ſuch an aſto-. 
niſhing effort of obedience ? ſuch a perfect prodigy of 
reſignation? YET THis HATH FAITH DONE Þ.—lf you 
ſhould aſk, How was it poſſible for Abraham to per- 
form all this, in the manner deſcribed? The anſwer 

- 1 Ee | 1 


mount of the LORD it ſhell be ſeen. I mult co ſeſs, I have always 


been pu z ed to find, not only a pertinent ſenſe, but any ſenſe at all, 


in theſe words, Whereas the original is as clear in its-hgnification, 
as it is appoſite to the purpoſe.—nTmIR3N m, In the mount the 
LORD will be ſeen: or, Iu the mount the LORD will provide, q. de 
© This memorable event gave riſe to, at leaſt is an eminent exeme__ 
* plificat ion of, that proveriial expreſſion, which is commonly uſed 
4 at this day. In the mount of difficulty, or in the very criſis of 
„ need, when matters ſeem to be irretrievable and deſperate, then 
| 10 the LORD appears as a preſent help. Man's extremity is 
*©GOD's opportunity.” See Gen: uni. 14. 
+ Heb. xi. 17. By faich, Abrubam, when he was trie1, offered up 
 Jfaae.—The faith, of which ſuch glorious things are ſpoken, to 
which ſuch admirable atchievements are aſcritet, throughout this 
_ whole chapter, was a faith in “ the ſeed of the woman, the pro- 
mi ed MESSIAH.—Or, could it be demonſtrated, (which, 1 will _ 
venture to conclude, is impoſſible,) that, in all theſe heroic inſtan- 
ces of obedience, there was no believing regard to CHRIS J, no 
apprehenſion of his unſpeakable love; no application of his tran» 
ſcendent merits ; our argument would not loſe its force, but ſtrike 
with redoubled energy. For, if a belief in very inferior maniſeſta- 
\ tions of the divine, gooneſs, faithfulneſs, and power, wronght ſo 
_ ethcaciouſly on thoſe ancient worthies; how much more victoriouſſy 
muſt the ſame principle act, under far brighter diſpl.ys of all the ſu- 
preme perfections, in the perſon of JESUS CHRIST !--l would 
only add, that ſo long as this chapser remains in the Bible, it will 
furniſh an unanſwerabie confutation of thoſe objections, which ſup- 
Poſe the deArine of faith to hare an unkindly influence on religious 
or virtuous practice. Againſt all ſuch cavils, it will fland faſt for 
ever more as the moon, aud as the faithful witneſs in heaven. 8 


* 
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fulneſs of my heart, with regard to this delightful ſub. 
jet, —In the mean time, let me exhort my ; friend 
to be of good comfort. Heavineſt way endure ſer a 
nigbt, but joy cometh in the morning f. This ſerrow of 
which you complain, may be the ſeed of ſpiritual and 
eternal conſolation. 4 II Ws 
While I am writing, their appears full in my view, 
one of the fineſt rainbows I ever beheld. Ii compaſ- 
 feth the beavens with a glorious circle; ſo glorious, that 
it is no diſparagement of the almighty CREATOR, 


to ſay, The handsof the MOST HI GH have bended it . 


On what foundation, would L aſk, is that ſtately and 
beautiful arch raiſed ? from what ſource do all its ra- 
diant and lovely colours ſpring? It is raiſed on a gloo- 
my aſſemblage of vapours; and all its rich tinctures 
ſprirg from a /ouring cloud. — I hus does the bleſſed 
680, on a conviction of guilt and a ſeuſe of ruin, 
ſpread faith, paint holineſs, and diffuſe gladneſs. May 
all theſe, ere long, ariſe in my Theroz's breaſt? and 
each be—bright, as that reſplendent bow, —lafting, as 
the ſun that creates it! 55 "| WOO 
Inn the mean time, it is the ardent wiſh of my ſoul, 
and ſhall be my frequent prayer to GOD, That both 
our hearts may be comforted, being knit together in love, 
unto all riches of the full afſurance of underſtanding *, in 
this great myſtery of godlineſs.— What vigour of ex- 
preſſion, what exuberance of ideas, and, above all, 
what diitinguithed privileges are here ! afurance,— 
full aſſurance, —riches of the full aſſurance, — all riches 


* 


of the full aſſurance of underſtanding,—in reference 


to our union with CHRIST, and its unutterably pre- 

cious effects! Can the orator expreſs more? can the 
ſinner defire more ? can the ſaint, I had almoſt faid, 
can the archangel enjoy more ?—May this be the por- 
tion of my dear Theron, and of | 


His ever faithful © 
| = | OSA, As 4810. 
' + Pfal s. Þ Ecclus. zliii- 12. Col. il. 
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THERQNand ASPASIO!: 


A SPASIO had taken leave of his friend Camiline, 


ſeemed to be in a ſtate of much fluctuation, and no 
imall anxiety ; hoping that ſome proper converſation 
on the grace and privileges of the everlaſting goſpel, 
might compoſe and comfort his mind; might, while 
his heart was ſoftened by bumbling convictions, fix 
the ſtamp of genuine Chriſtianity z and deliver his 


in ſtrutti ve admor.ition ; intimating, that cur minds, all pliznt ard 
ductile, ſhould be con formed to the refined precepts of the goſpel, 
as liquid meals take the figure of ſume elegant mould, into which. 
they are call, WES . e 
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[ and was come to reviſit Theron; whoſe thoughts 


whole ſoul into the mould “ of evangelical religion. 


Fen forrow wounds the breaft, as ploughs. the glebe, 
And hearts obJurate feel her ſofP ning ſhow'r, 
Aer ſeed celeſtial then glad Wiſdom ſows 5 
Aer golden harveſts triumph in the ſoil f. „ 
V 1 He 
» Peliver into the mould—This is the literal trarffation, and exaQ 
fenſe of St Paul's phraſe, Eig i rapeIc3y\c al ur .de . Nom. 
vi. 17. Which, as it contains a beautiful aliuſion, conveys alſo a very 


I qVicht-Thobghbts. 


| * 
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He arrived pretty late in the evening; and, being, 
fomewhat-weary with the journey, ſoon wah dowd to 
his repoſe.— The next morning, as Theron walked a- 
broad, to taſte the cool delights of the u ; he was 

_ agreeably ſurpriſed, by meeting Aſpaſie. 2 

Ther. So ſoon awake, my worthy friend ! and after | 
ſo much fatigue on the preceding day 1—1 had not the 
leaſt expectation of your companp, till breakfaſt. Then 
indeed I promiſed myſelſ a double regale z—the re- 
freſhments exhibited on the table; and thoſe wholeſome 
word of our LORD FESUS CHRIST +, which, more 
-precious than manna, drop— 

Aſp. How Theron !—Have you alſo learned thoſe 
ſoothing arts, which politli the ſpeech, to deprave our 
ſeotiments? Could I have ſu'pet:d the inchanting 
wiles of fzttery, from my lincere, my tried, my bo- 
Fm friend! 

| Ther. Your friend is ſtill fincere, and his 5 are 
very remote from flattery.— How welcome to the 
wind-bound mariner, weary with expectation, and ſick 
with diſappointments, i is the viſit of a propitions gale! 
How welcome to the ſelds, parched with drought, and 
gaſping for moiſture, are copious thowers of rain! 
How acceptable to the ljraelites, travelling through the 
inhoſpitable deſart, and pining away for . ant of the 
fruits of the earth, was the miraculous fupply of hea. 
venly bread ! — Yet fleither propitious gales to the” 
wind- bound mariner, nor copious ſhowers to the thir- 

= ty foil, nor heavenly bread to the famithed Hraclites, 
: could be more welcome, than your late converſation, 
and latter correſpondence, to my anxious; foul, 

Aſp. Why, I thought you looked upon my notions. ' 
as chimerical. Is There alſo b:come credulous? Like 
one of us weak-headed believers !—1as he quitted the- 

 firong holds of reaſon ? is /e vanquithed by the ſling- 
ſtone of faith? or can he ſubmit to this ſtrange method 
of ſalvation, by embracing the righteouſaeſs, and re- 
8 0 hes on te obedience of another? 


— 
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Ther. I find, my. reaſon was a feeble guide, or r 
myſelf not faithful to its genuine dictates, 1 was 
blinded with prejudice ; I was intoxicated. with pride; 
A vain conceit of my moral powers betrayed: me, as L 
fear it has betrayed many, into a contempt of the evan- 
gelical righteouſneſs. —I held what I thought an ho- 
nour to human nature. I now retra&t my opinion. E 
now perceive, that, as my natural light could not diſ- 
cover the way, neither can my perſonal obeatence put 
me in poſſeſſion of life and falvation.. My true glory, 
and real happineſs, I would henceforth derive from 
the bleſſed JES US. — No more banter, Apa : — 
have done: I am ſerious, and very much in earneſt; 
ſo much in earneſt, that if all my acquaintance of the 
Phariſaical turn, or if all my brothers of the ſmile, 
ſhould rally me on the ſubject, I would frankly ac. 
| knowledge my error, and as freely fign my recanta» 
tion. 

Ajp. My dear Tzeres, L applaud your reſolution... 
| You have no more cauſe to be athamed of ſuch a prac= 
tice, than Philip had to be aſhamed of the imperfection 
in his limbs; when, being obferved to go lame with a. 
wound he-receive& in battle, he had this. conſolation, 
ſuggeſted by one of his courtiers + Never bluſh, my 
royal Sir, for a defect which puts you in mind of 
6. your valour, every. ſtep you take.” To ſacrifice our 
prejudices in the ſearch of truth, is no leſs honourable 
than to be marked with a ſcar in che defence of our 
country. 

I beg I ang for my pleafantry. Since you are ſo 
very ſerious, a, gay air was quite unſeaſonable — You 
cannot often complain, that I am guilty of this fault. 
Nor can you eaſily imagine the ſatisfaction I ſhall en- 
joy, if either my letters or my difcourfe, have admi- 
niſtered any advantage to my friend. 1 ſhall note it 
down among the diſtinguiſhed blefings/ of my life; 
and have an. additional obligation to love the heneficeut 
- AU FROR of all good. 
But as I cannot be a furtherer of your happineſs, 

without the greateſt e ſa I cannot be a witneſs. 


of 


9 — 


ere you might ſtill ſee the tufted vermilion, and 
| the full-blown ivory, glittering through ſpangles of 
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of your ſolicitude without a painful regret. You muſt 
therefore permit me to aſk the cauſe of that unuſual 
debamencs which I obſerve in your ſpeech, and of that 
deep concern which I read in your countenance. 
| Ther. I have been conſidering very attentively, what 
is the preſent Rate, and what is likely to be the final 
condition of my ſoul, | e 


22-1) jp and fear: 5 
Start up alarm'd; and oer life's narrow verge- 
Look down—on what ? A fathomleſs abyſs, 
A vaſt eternity ! ” | 


My nt, at the ſame time, like an armed hoſt, are 

ſet in dreadful array, and ſurround me on every fide. 
— 7uftice, like an injured. and incenſed foe, unſheaths 
the ſword, and makes a loud demand for vengeance. 
| — No righteouſneſs of my own, preſents itſelf, to which 
I may fly for refuge —The method of falvation, in. 
which I formerly. confided; is a bridge brelen down ;- 
and leaves me, without any poſſibility of eſcape, abau- 
doned to the approaching enemy. ks 
To a perſon in ſuch.deplorable circumſtances, how 
_ reviving, how delightful, is the very thought of being 

_ intereſted in the great REDEEME R's righteouſneſs 1 
I don't wonder now at a ſaying of Luther's, which 
I have ſometimes exploded, as ſtrangely extravagam: 
„% That, upon the diſcovery. of this glorious righte- 
„ ouſteſs, the gates of Paradiſe ſeemed to Aly open 
„ before him, and the dawn of heaven was all in 
e view.,?” | | 335 | 5 
Talking in this manner, they came to an elevated 
terrace: which, about an hour before, had been ſha- 
ved by the ſcythe, and emitted all the freſhnefs of news. 
- mown herbage.— On one fide, a fine champaign coun- 
try ſtretched its wide dimenſions— On the other, a 
Hower- garden exhibited the lait ornaments. of the year. 


2 liquid cryſtal.— There you might. trace the was 


% 
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of the early cattle, by many a recent print on the 
dewy lawn.—On the walls and eſpaliers, autumn had 
ſpread her ſtores; and was beginning to beautify their 
rinds with many a ruddy rea, or to breathe over 
their gloſſy ſkins her delicate and inimirable bloom. 
Aſp. See, ſaid Aſpaſin, the wiſdom and benignity, 
which, in amiable and inſeparable conjunction, dif- 
play themſelves through the whole ceconomy of the 
univerſe : GOD has meds every thing beautiful in his 
time; every thing ſerviceable in its place. A little 
while ago, the flowery meads delighted our eyes, and 
the melodious birds charmed our ears; now the taſte - 
ful fruits are preparing their dainties; and preſenting 
us with a collation, to regale our palate.— The whole 
earth, and all the ſeaſons, are rich with our CREA- 
T OR's goodneſs. Yea, the whole earth, and all that 
repleniſhes it, all that ſurrounds i ade are Full of his | on 
ence. H it is, who. 


"4 1 in the fon, eee in h zreene, 

 Glows in the flars, and blaſſoms in the tree; 

Lives through all lije, extends through all e 
' Spreads undivided, operates wn ſpent r. 


An habitual belief of this truth, gives nature big 
lovelieſt aſpect, and lends her the molt conſummate 
power to pleaſe. The breath of violets, and. the bluſh 
of roſes; the muſic ef the woods, and the meanders 
of the Rream z the aſpiring hill, the extended plain, 
and ail the decorations of the Jandſcape ; then appear 
in their higheſt attractives; then touch the ſoul with 
the moſt refined ſatisfaction; when GOT: is ſeen, 
when GOD is heard, and GOD enjoyed in all. 
Is Theron loſt in thought, and deprived of ſpeech | * 
Is HE alone filent, while all things ſpeak their MA- 
KER 's praile ? Does faith throw a ſhade over the 
works of creation 2. Does it not heighten their beau · 
ties and enliven their graces ?—The religious is the 
only true e 2k a che ee of . 
„tien 
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tion never acquire their proper reliſh, till they are ri · 
pened by the exerciſe of devotion. With this view 
then, ſince 1ay triend forbears, let me attempt to ſpeak z 
not to increaſe his knowledge, but to cheriſh faith, 
and cukivate devotion in us both, 1 
Ihe fpacious canopy “ over our heads, is painted 
with blue; and the ample carpet under our feet, is 
tinged with green. Theſe colours, by their %% and 
cheering qualities, yield a perpetual refreſhment to 
the eye T. Whereas, had the ſace of nature gliſtered 
with white, or glowed with ſcavlet ; ſuch ardent and 
dazzling hues would, inſtead of exhilarating, have 
fatigued the ſight. — Beſides, as the ſeveral brighter 
colours are interſperſed, and form the pictures in this 
magnificent piece; the green and the blue conliitute 
an admirable ground, which ſhews them all in their 
- bigheſt luſtre, and to the utmoſt advantage f. 
Flad the air been conſiderably greſſer, it would have 
dimmed the rays of the ſun, and darkened the cheer- 
* ful day; our lungs had been clogged in their vital 
functions; men had been ſuffocated, without the 
ſtrangling nooſez or drowned, without the over- 
1 vs Ty whelming 


What A/pafio calls the canopy, Tſaiah deſcribes by h. Which 
we tranſlate as a curtain? but the exact ſignification is, Sicut venue, 
pve ! tenuifſimum quid; Like ſome finely-attenuated expanſe, Not 
ke the curtains or the covering of the tabernacle, which were goats 
hair and badgers ſkins, ſhaggy and cozrſe; but like ſome were fine 
membrane, ſmooth and elegant, nicely poliſhed and inimitably de- 
|  licate. Than which compariſon nothing can more perfectly cor- 
reſpond with the aſpect of the ky, I/. xl. 22. | 
—— — —— 6 ey½ green, 
* Thou ſmiling nature's univerſal robe! 
United light and ſhade ! where the ſight dwells, 
With grewing firength, and ever- new delight. 
. . I Thomfon's Spring. 


II the reader has patience to go through the following eſſay, be 
wi find it in the iſſue, no! altogether ſoreign to the main ſubject.— 
Ik he pleaſes to confides it, as a kind of practical comment, on that 
Þively celebration of providential goodneſs, his tender mercies are 

ever all his works ;, —this may poſſibly alleviate the toil of peruſing, 
And rece nei le him to thr length of the deſcaut, | 


| 


- 
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ton, or wave their curious umbrage over the periſſied 

man Je fd ing ˙ ͤͤ—?j oe on. = . 5 
Who is not charmed with the vine, and its gene- 

rous warming juices ? with the melon, and its deli- 
cious cooling pulp? Yet were all our trees to produce 

fruits of ſuch exalted qualities, or of ſuch an agreeable 

_ reliſh, what would become of the birds ! How ſmall a 
ſcantling of ſuch choice delicacies would voracious 
man reſign to their enjoyment ?—That proviſion may 
be made for the meaneſt vagrant of the air, as well as 
for the moſt renowned ſovereign of a nation; there is, 
in all places, a large growth of ſhrubs, covered annu- 

ally with a harveſt of coarſe and hardy berries: ſo 

_ coarſe in their taſte, that they are unworthy of the ac- 
ceptance of man ; ſo hardy in their make, that they 
endure the extremeſt ſeverities of the weather, and 
farniſh the feathered tribe with a ſtanding repaſt, a- 


midſt all the deſolations of winter. | e 
Ihe fir, with her filver bark, and ſhapely cone; 
the beech *, with her quivering leaves and embower- 
ing ſhade; are ſtately decorations of our rural ſeats, 
But, if there were no entangling zhickets, no prickly 


| Thorns, where would the farmer procure fences ſo 9 
cloſely wattled, or ſo ſtroagly armed +? How could | 


he 


I That whitiſh kind of down, which ſhaggs the putrefy ing pickle 
Which incurſts the ſurface of ſome corrunted liquors, and conſti- 
tutes what we call mouldineſ., is really a cluſter of little plants. 
Each has a root and a ſtalk ; cach ſpreads its branches, and pro- 

_ duces feed in abundance, | | SON 


RNodiceſque ſuas ha bet, exilemque carenam, | 
fo N Fund ue, fructumque gerit, velat ardua quercus. 


* The fir, the beech, and ſuch like trees, are called in Hebrew, 
won If, vii. 19. Which word is rendered, but I think very 
improperly, buſhes. It rather ſignifies the grand and molt adgred | 
plants, It is intended as a contraſt to the coarſe and deſpicable. 
thorns, mentioned in the preceding elauſe. d both taken toge- 
ther expreſs all ſorts of trees, from the to%.. ig cedar to the gro- 
%% 8 1 
F Something to this purpoſe is hinted in the prophecy of ſatu”, 
by Mw} Thy Ne ierriculame um ſentium et veprium; the 21 


«a _ aA mi « ad... as <4 FR CIO "NOONE. © 
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de guard the ſcene of his labours, or ſecure his vege 


table wealth, from the flocks and the herds; thoſe ro- 


ving plunderers, which accede to nd treaty, but that 
of forcible reſtraint; ſubmit to no laws, but thoſe of 


the coercive kind? 2 | R 


Moſt people are fond of the purſlane's fleſhy leaves, 
and the ramified ſatneſs of the brocoli; the potatoe's 


mealy orbs, and the lentile's ſucculent pods, We 


ſpare no toil, we grudge no expence, to haye them 
flouriſh in our gardens, and ſerved up at our tables. 


E But there are innumerable herbs, which paſs under 

the contemptible character of weeds ; and yet are al- 
together as deſirable to many claſſes of creatures, as 
theſe culinary.gifts to mankind, Who ſhall be at the 
| Pains to plant, to water, to cultivate, ſuch deſpicable 
productions Man would rather extirpate than propa- 


gate, theſe incumbrances of his acres, Therefore Pro- 


vidence vouchſafes to be their gardener. Providence 
has wrought off their ſeeds into ſuch a lightneſs of ſub- 


Nance, that they are carried abroad with the undula- 


tions of the air: or, if too heavy to be wafted by the 
breeze, they are faſtened to wings of down, which 
facilitate their flight; or elle, are incloſed in a ſpringy 


caſe, which, forcibly burſtirg, ſhoots and ſpreads 
them on every fide. - By ſome ſuch means, the repro- 
ducing principle is diſſeminated, the univerſal granary 


is filled, and the univerſal board furniſhed, The buz- 
_ zing inſect, and the creeping worm, have each his 


* ror of thorns and briers: meaning thoſe ſharp and ragged mounds, 
with which vineyards, corn fields, and other cultivated ſpots, were 
uſually incloſed ; which deterred the moſt adventurous cattle from 


forcing, or attempting to forre, a paſſage — The words are ſome- 
what obſcure, ard have been preftly miſunderſtood. But, thus 
n they afford an eaſy ſenſe, and perfectly co-incide with 
the context: implying, „that places, formerly fenced about with 
46 abundance of car®, ſhould lye open, and expoſed to every wau- 


© deririg foot} tha age th: uld be diſcontinued 3 and the whole 
country degenerate into a confuſed, diſorderly waſte, without ei- 
_ ©© ther the diſtributions of property, or the improvements of in- 
* qduſtry,” If, vii, 23. Vid. VI TRING. in loc. 9 


— 


20 THERON AND ASPASIO. . 
bill of fare, Each enjoys a never-failing treat, equi- 


valent to our fineſt Yenuioi; or to the 6 fat of kidneys 
« of wheat *. 


As the ſeeds of ſome plants are moſt arcfally ſcatter- 


ed abroad, when ripe; the ſeeds of others are moſt 
carefully guarded, till they come to maturity; and, 


by both contrivances, every ſpecies is not barely pre- 


terved, but in a manner eternized.—Some are lodged 
in the centre of a large pulp; which is, at once, their 
defence, and their nouriſhment. This we find exem- 
plified in the taſteful apple, and the juicy pear. — Some, 
beſides the ſurrounding pulp, are incloſed in a thick 
ſhell, hard and impenetrable as ſtone. We cannot pluck 
and eat one of thoſe downy peaches, or incrimſoned 
nectarines, which ſo beautifully emboſs the wall, with- 
out finding a proof of this precaution. — Calt your eye 
upon the walnuts, which ſtud the branches of that 
ſpreading tree. Before theſe are gathered, the in- 


creaſe of the cold, and the emptineſs of the gardens, 
will ſharpen the appetite of the birds. To ſecure the 


fine kernel from the depredations of their buſy aſſail- 


ing bills, it is fortified with a ſtrong incleſure of wood, 


and with the addition of a diſguſtful bitter rind. 

If graſs was as ſcarce as the Guernſey- lily, or as 
difficultly raiſed as the delicate tuberoſe, how certain. 
ly, and how ſpeedily, muſt many millions of quadru- 
peds periſh with famine! Since all the cattle owe their 


chief ſubſiſtence to this vegetable, by a ſingular bene- 


ficence in the divine oeconomy, it waiteth not, like 
the corn- field and che garden veg, for the annual la- 


bours 5 


e Fr of tidney of wheat, Dcut. xxxii, 14. A Ader 
rich with elegance! ſuch as would have ſhone in Pinder, or been 
admired by Longirus. Yet, I believe, its principal beauty conſiſts, 
in an alluſion to a remarkable Jeuiſh rite, In every ſacrifice, the 
fat of the kidneys was, as the moſt delicious part of the victim, ſet 
apart for GOD, and conſumed on his altar. Here even the com- 
mon people were treated like the DEITY. They lay under no reſ- 
traint, either from the divine prohibition, or the ſcarcity of the 
grain; but were copiouſly ſupplied, and freely regaled themſelves 
with the 5 and fineft pare and beſt of 9 | 
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bours of man. When once ſown, though ever ſo 
frequently cropped, it revives with the returning ſea- 
ſon, and flouriſhes in a kind of perennial verdure. It 
covers our meadows, diffuſes itſelf over the plains,” 
ſprings up in every glade of the foreſt, and ſpreads a 
ſide-board in the moſt ſequeſtered nook, 
© Since the nutriment of vegetables themſelves les: 
hid under the ſoil, or floats up and down in the air; 
beneath, they plunge their roots + into the ground, and 
_ diſperſe every way their fibrous ſuckers, to explore the 
latent, and attract the proper nouriſhment ; above, 
they expand a multitude of leaves , which, like ſo 
many open mouths, catch the rains as they fall; im- 
bibe the dews as they diſt); and tranſmit them, 


through their nice orifices, to the heart ol the plant, 
or the lobes of the fruit. 


+ a upon the inſenſible ere ation, and | 
pointed out the care of a condeicending Providence, 
exerciſcd over theſe loweſt formations of nature.ä— The 
animal world, Theron, falls to your ſhare. It is yours 
to deſcant upon thoſe higher orders of exiſtence; and. 
ſhew us the goodneſs of GOD, extending its indul- 
gent regards to them and their intereſts, as tenderly, 
as officioully, as a hen ſpreadeth her wings + over Hee: 
infant brood. 

| Ther. The ſubjeR is in good hands, Let FR obs: 
fecond be of the ſame firain with part the fe, and 
there will be no occaſion to with for a new ſpeaker.” 
As to myſelf, I have very little inclination to talk. 
But 1 have an ear open and attentive to your diſcourſe. 

Ap. You put me in mind of the philoſopher, who 
preſumed to read a leQure on the art of war, in the 


preſence 


* „ 


Mie „ ha 
+ 505 n os beautifully alludes to theſe two ſources of a | 
fertility ; My rot was ſpread out by he waters, and the dew lay all 
| night upon my branch, Job xxix. 19, 
+ This ſeems to be the image uted by the pſalmif, Pal, cxlc, 9. 
And a moſt amiable 1 mn", as well as a moſt . e 


tion, it is. 
B b 2 
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preſence of Hannibal But his impertinence was vo- 
iuntary, mine is canftrained. Since yon injoin me 
this office, let us paſs from the vegetable, to the ani- 
mal world. Here we ſhall find no tribe, no individual 
negleted. The ſuperior clailes want no demonſira- 
tion of their excellent accompliſhments, At the firſt 
ylimpſe, they — our approbation, they eom- 
mand our applauſe. Even the more ignoble forms of 
animated exiſtence are moſt wiſely circumſtanced, and 
moſt liberally accommodated. | 
They all generate in that particular ſeaſon, which. 
is ſure to ſupply them with a ſtock of proviſion, ſufh- 
_ cient both for themſelves, and their increaſing fami- 
lies. —The ſheep yean, when there is a profuſion of 
 wutrimental herbage on the ſoil, to fill their udders, 
and create milk for their lambs. — The birds lay their 
eggs, and hatch their young, when myriads of new- 
born, tender inſects ſwarm on every ſide : ſo that the 
| Caterer, whether it be- the male or female parent, 
needs only to alight on the-ground, or make a little 
_excurhon into the air; and they find a feaſt ready 
dreſſed, and all at free coſt, for the clament mouths 
at home. 
Their love to their offspring, white they continue 
in a helpleſs ſtate, is invincibly ſtrong. Whereas, the 
very moment they are able to ſhift for themſelves ; 
when. the parental- affection would be attended with 
much ſolicitude, and productive of no advantage; it 
vaniſbets, as though it had never been. — The hen 
which marches at the head of her little brood, would 
fly i in dhe eyes of a maſtiff, or even encounter a lion. 
in their defence. Yet, within a few weeks, ſhe a- 


bandons her chickens to the wide world, and not ſo 


much as knows them any more. 
= the GOD of /frael inſpired. Bezaleel and Aboliab 

th wiſdom, and underſtanding, and. knowledge is all 
manner of workmanſhip * ; the GOD of nature has 
nenn che wild and warbling inhabitants of the 
ogy 


bough. — The /t5l/, with which they ere& their houſes, 


DIALOGUE XV. 292 


and adjuſt their apartments, is inimitable, The can- 


ton, with which they ſecrete their abodes from the 
ſearching. eye, or iutruding foot, is admirable, No 


general, though fruitful in expedients, could plan a- 


more artful concealment, No architect, with his rule 
and line, could build ſo commodious a lodgement. 


Give the moſt celebrated artificer the fame materi- 
als, which theſe. weak. and unexperienced creatures 


uſe; let a Tones, or a De Moivre, have only ſome : 
rude ſtraws or ugly ſticks ; a few bits of dirt, or ſcraps 
of hair; a ſorry lock. of wool, or a coarte ſprig of 


moſs ; and what works, fair with delicacy, or fit for 
ſervice, cou d hey produce? 
We extol the commander, who knows how to take 


advantage of the ground; who can make the ſan and 
wind fight for. him, as well as his troops; and, by 
every circumſtance, embarraſſes the forces of the ene- 
my, but expedites the action, and advances: the ſuc- 
ceſs of his own. Does not this praiſe belong to our 
feathery leaders ? who pitch their tent, or, (if you. 
pleaſe fix their penſile camp, on the dangerous branch» 


es that wave aloft in the air, or dance over the eddics 


of the ſtream. By which judicious diſpolition, the vers, 
nal paks rock their cradle, and the murmuring wa- 
ters lull their young; while both concur to territy the 
ſhepherd, and keep the ſchoolboy at a trembling diſ. 


tance,—Some hide their little houſehold from view, 
amidſt the ſhelter of entangled ſurze. Others remove 
it from reach, in the centre of a thorny thicket. Ard, 
by one ſtratagem or another, they are generally as ſe- 
cure and wunmolgicd in their feeble habitations, as the 
toxes, which entrench themſelves deep in the earth, 
cr as the conies, which retire to the rock for their * 
citadel, „„ 5 
If the ſwan has large ſweeping wings, and a copi- 
ous Rock of feathers, to ſpread over her callow brood. 
the wrez makes up by contrivance, what is deficient 
: Prov. xxx. 26, = 
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in her bulk. —Small as ſhe is, ſhe intends to bring 


forth, and will be obliged to nurſe up, a very nume- 


rous iſſue. Therefore with the correcteſt judgment 
ſhe deſigns, and with indefatigable affiduity finithes, 


a neſt proper ſor her purpoſe. It is a neat rotund, 
lengthened into an oval, bottomed and vaulted with a 


regular concave. To preferve it from rain, it has ſes» 


veral coatings of moſs; to defend it from cold, it has 


but one window, and only a lingle door; to render 
it both elegant and comfortable, it has carpets and 


hangings of the ſofteſt fineſt down.— By the help of 


this curious manſion, our little lady becomes the mo- 


Pats” of multitudes, The vivifyicgaheat of her body 
fs Gurng the time of incubation, exceedingly aug. 
phones Her hovſe is like an oven, and greatly af- 


blts in hatching her young, Which no ſooner burſt 


the ſhell, than they find themſelves ſcreened from the 
: annuyance of the weather; and molt agreeably repo- 
{:d, amiait the ornaments ol a palace, and che warinth 


of 4 bagnio. 


| "Perks, we have been aceuſtomed to look upon 
the infects, as ſo many rude ſcraps of creation, and to 
rank them amongit the refuſe of things. Whereas, 


if we examine them without prejudice, and with a lit- 
tle attention, they will appear fome of the molt polith- 
ed pieces of divine workmanſhip.—-Many of them are 
decked with a Proſuſion of . Their ezes are an 


| allem- 


+ Aras 0 has ventured to. "OY She ratends;—and one is is almoſt 9 


tempted to think, from the preparation which the little creature 
makes, that ſhe had really ſat down, and counted the coſt, and 
concerted her ſcheme As thou,h ſhe had deliberated with herſelf: : 

— | ſhall lay, not a couple of ego, but near a ſcore. From 
& theſe I am to produce a houſe full af young. But how ſhall 1 


« have warmth (unleſs art ſupply what nature has denied) ſuffi- 
| 40 eient to hatch the embryos, or cherilh the infants?“ — he truth, 


1 believe is, that in all her Ceming foreſight, and circumtpech he- 


bavhur, ſhe acts ſhe knows not what. Only. ſhe acts wiat cternal 
wiſdom knows to be nece{lary, and what eee cerdiug gooducls * 


g prompts her to nn, 5 


9 
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aſſemblage * of microſcopes ; whoſe mechaniſin is in- 
conceivably nice, and finithed in.the higheſt perfeQion. 

Their dreſs has all the variety and luſtre of colours: 
it is ſet with an arrangement of the molt brilliant gems, 
and bordered with tringes richer far than the molt 
caſtly ſilks. Their -:.inpgs are the fineſt expanſions ima- 
ginable; cambric is mere canvas, and lawn is coarſe 1 
as ſackcloth, compared with thoſe inimirable webs. *1 
The caſes which incloſe their wings, glitter with the 
moſt gloſſy varnith ; are ſcooped with ornamental flut - 
ings; are ſtudded with radiant ſpots ; or pinked with 
elegant holes.—Not any among them but are equip- 
| ped with weapons, or endued with dexterity, which 
qualify them to ſeize their prey, or eſcape their foe ; 
to diſpatch the buſineſs of their reſpective ſtation, and 
enjoy the pleaſures of their particular condition. 
Now J am in a talking humour, give me leave to. 
celebrate the endowments, and aſſert the honours 
my puny clients; yet not ſo much to fupport their 
credit, as to magnify their a gracious CREATOR. 

What if the elephant is diſtinguiſhed by a huge pro- 
boſciſs ! His meaneſt relations of the reptile line are 
furviithed with curious arnterng ; remarkable, if not 
for their enormous magnitude, yet for their ready 
flexibility, and acute ſenſation: by which they explore 

their way, even in the darkeſt road; they diſcover 
and avoid whatever might defile their neat apparel, or 
endanger their tender lives. | PR ITT 


Every 7 


* The common fly, for inſtance : who is ſurrounded with a mul- 


1 tit ude of dangers, and has neither ſtrength to 1etilt her enemies, 
; nor a place of retreat to ſecure hecſelf. For which reaſon, fas had 
. need to be very vigilant, and always upon her guard. Yet ber head 
= is fo fix-d, that it is incapable of turning, in order to obſerve 
4 what paſſes, either behind or around her. Providence theretore, 
1 ſu prifivply wite in its contrivances, and equally bountiful in its gifts, 
2 haus turniibed her, not barely with a retinue, but with more than a le- 
„ gion of eyes. Inſomuch, that a ſingle fly is ſappeſcd to be miſtreſs of 
*F no lets then eight thoutand ; every one of which 15 linzd with a 
5 diſtinct opt'c nerve. — BV means of this coſtly and am zing appa- 
2 


ratus, he little creature ſec on every ſüle, wiih the utmoſt caſe and: 
wit lk. antancons ied; even Without any motion of the eye, Os 
any fledion of the neck. 15 e 
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Every one admires that majeſtic creature the horſe 7 
his graceful head, and ample cheſt; his arching neck, 


and flowing mane; his cleanly-turned limbs, and 
finely- adjuſted motions. With extraordinary agility, 


he flings himſelf over the ditch: and, with a rapid 


career, pours himſelf * through tl. plain. With un- 
wearied application, he carries his rider from one end. 
of the country to another; and, with undaunted bra- 
very, ruthes into the fierceſt rage, and amidſt the 


thickeſt havock of the battle. —= Yet the graſbopper 


_ ſprings with a bound altogether as briſk, if not more 


impetuous. —The ant, in proportion. to its ſize, is. 


_ equally nimble ; equally. ſtrong ;- and will climb pre- 
_ eipices, which the moſt courageous: courſer dares not 


attempt to ſcale.— If the ſnail is flower in her motions, 
ſhe is under no neceſlity of trading back. the. ground 


which ſhe has pailed ; becauſe her- houſe is a part of 
ber travelling- equipage; and whenever ſhe departs, 
ſhe is ſtill under her owa roof; where- ever ſhe removes, 


is always at home. 3 


The eagle, *tis true, is privileged with | pinions that 


outſtrip the wind. Elevated on which ſhe looks 


down on all that ſoars ;. and ſees flying clouds, and. 
| ſtraining wings far below: her optic nerve ſo ſtrong, 


that it meets and ſuſtains the dazzling beams of noon ; 


her wide · ſurveying glance ſo keen, that, from thoſe 
_ towering heights, it diſcerns the ſmalleſt fiſh, which 
ſeulks at the bottom of the river. Vet neither is that 
Poor outcaſt, the grovelling and gloomy mole, diſre- 


garded by divine providence. Becauſe the is to dig a 


cell in the earth, and dwell, as it were, in a perpetual 
dungeon, her paws ſerve her for a pickaxe and ſpade. 


Her eye, or rather her viſual ſpeck, is ſunk deep into 
a ſocket, that it may ſuffer no injury from her rugged 
ſituation: it requires but a very ſcanty communication 
e i rn Tg neg 


5 * Pours bimſelf—This is Feremiah's beautiful and expreſſive 
phraſe, dy dib chap. viii, 6. Which Virgil has been ambitious. 


__ 
— 


| — — ; —— Faunigque Fuſi car cere. 
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of light, that ſhe may have no reaſon to complain of 
her darkling abode. 1 called her fubterranean habita- 
tion a dungeon; and ſome people, perhaps, may think 
is a grave. But I revoke the expreſſion. It yields her 
all the faſety of a fortified cafile, and all the delight of 
decorated gro. N 
Even the ſpider, though abhorred by mankind, is 
evidently the care of all ſuſtaining heaven. She is to 
hve upon plunder; ro ſupport her ſelf, by trepanning 
the idle, inſignificant, fauntring fly. Suitably to ſuch 
an occupation, ſhe poſſeſſes a bag of glutinous moi- 
ſure. From this ſhe ſpins a clammy thread, and 
weaves it into a tenacious net. Expert as any prac- . 
tied ſportſman, ſhe always ſpreads it in the moſt op- 
portune places. Senſible that her appearance would 


create horror, and deter the prey from approaching 


the ſnare, when watching for ſport, ſhe retires from 
fight ; but conſtantly keeps within diſtance, fo as to 
receive the very firſt intelligence of what paſſes in the 
toils ; and be ready to launch, without a moment's 
delay, upon the ſtruggling captive. And what is ve- | 
ry obſervable, when. winter chills the world, and ao 
more inſects ramble amidſt the air, foreſeeing that her 
labour would be vain, ſhe diſcontinues her work, and 

= abandons her ſtand. 5 | 

- I muſt by no means forget the little monarehy, 


= which inhabits the hive. The beer are to ſubfiſt, not 
== as a lawleſs banditti, but as a regular community, 
= *Tis theirs to earn a decent livelihood by honeſt indu- 
ſtry; not to glut themſelves with carnage, or enrich 
= themſelves by rapine. For which reaſon they are ac- 


tuated by an invariable inclination to ſociety: They 


päooſſeſs the trueſt notions of domeſtic economy, aud: 
© have enacted the wiſeſt laws for political government. 
heir indulgent CREATOR has made them a pre- 


& ſent of all neceſſary implements, both for conſtructing 
= their combs, and for compoling their honey. They 
WE have each a portable veſſel, with which they bring 


home their collected ſweets; and they have all the 


= moſt commodious Rore-houſes, in which they depoſit 
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their aalicious wares.— Though made for peace, they 


know how to uſe the ſword, They can take up arms 
with the utmoſt reſolution and intrepidity, when arms 


are requiſite to guard their wealth, or repel their toes, 
— Without . going through a courſe of botany, they. 
can readily diſtinguiſh every plant, which is moſt like - 


ly to, yield the materials proper for their buſineſs, 


Without ſerving an apprentiſhip in the laboratory, 


they are complete practitioners in the art of ſeparation 


and refinement. They are aware, without borrowing 
their information from an almanac, that the vernal 


8 and ſummer ſuns, continue but for a ſeaſon. 
indful of this admonition “, they improve to the 
utmoſt every ſhining h»ur; and lay up a ſtock of bal - 
my treaſures, ſufficient to ſupply the whole ſtate, till 


the bloſſoms open afreſh, and their flowery harvelt re · 


| turns. 


Let the peacock boaſt, if he leaſes, his elegant rop- : 
knot and lofty mien: his neck adorned with varying 
dies, and his train beſpangled with a round of lars. 


—Yet let him know, that the deſpiſed butterfly, and 
even the loathed caZterpiller, diſplay an attire no leſs 


ſumptuous ; and wear ornaments, altogether as gen · 


teel, if not quite ſo magnificent—Does beauty fit in 


ſtate on that lordly bird? She ſhines in miniature on 


the vulgar inſet, Is the maſter of this lower creation 
ennobled with the powers of reaſon? The meaneſt claf- 


ſes of ſenſitive exiſtence are endued with the facully of 


#nſtint e: which gives them a ſagacity, that is neither 
derived from obſervation, nor waits for the finiſhings 


of experience: which, without a tutor, teaches them 
all neceſſary kill ; and enables them, without a pat - 


tern, to perform every needful operation: and, what 
is far more ſurpriſing, never miſleads them, either in- 
to erroneous principles, or pernicious practices; never 
fails them, in the niceſt or molt arduous of their un- 
= e 


* ven lureque byemis m me mores, efate lebprem 


Ex. e el in medium of a ta reponunt. | | 2 VIaG. 
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Can you have patience to follow me, if I ſtep into 
a different element, and juit viſit the avatery world? 
Not one among the innumerable myriads, which 
ſwim the boundleſs ocean, but is watched over by 

that exalted eye, whoſe ſmiles irradiant the heaven of 
heavens. Not one, but is ſupported by that almighty 
hand, which crowns angels and archangels with glo- 
ry. — The eee GOD has not only created, 
but beautified them. e has given the moſt exact 
proportion to their ſhape, the gayeſt colours to their 
ſkin, and a poliſhed ſmoothneſs to their ſcales. The 
eyes of ſome are ſurrounded with a ſcarlet circle ; the 
back of others is diverſified with crimſon ſtains. View 
them, when they glance along the ſtream, or while 
they are freſh from their native brine ; and the bur- 
niſhed ſilver is not more bright, the radiant rainbow 
is ſcarce more glowing, than their vivid, gliſtering, 
gloſſy hues. © Eng Fr...... T3/. 
Vet, notwithſtanding the finery of their apparel, we 
are under painful apprehenſions for their welfare. 
Ho can the poor creatures live, amidſt the ſuffo- 
cating waters? — As they have neither hands nor feet, 
how can they help themſelves, or how eſcape their 
enemies? We are ſoon freed from our fears by ob- 
ſerving, that they all poſſeſs the beneficial, as well as 
ornamental furniture of „ns. Theſe when expanded, 
like malts above, and ballaſt below, poiſe their float- 
ing bodies, and keep them ſteadily upright. —We can- 
not ſorbear congratulating them on the flexible play, 
and viporous activity of their tails; with which they 
ſhoot themſelves through the paths of the ſea, more 
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, ; ſwiftly than fails and oars can waft the royal yacht. 

t But we are loſt in wonder, at the exquiſite contri- 

5 vance, and delicate formation of their git: by which 

r they are accommodated, even in that denſe medium, _ 
. with the power of breathing, and the benefits of re- 

ne” ſpiration. A piece of mechaniſm this, indulged to 

na | 


the meaneſt of the ſry ; yet ſurpaſling, iafiniteſy ſur. 
Paſling, in the fineneſs of its ſtructure, and the felt. 
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CTity of its operation, whatever is curious in the works 
of art, or commodious in the places of princes. 

_ Ther. Some perſons, Aſpafio, bave the art of giving 
dignity to trivial, and ſpirit to jejune topics. TI cannot. 
but liſten, with a pleaſed attention, to your difcourſe, 
though it deſcends to the loweſt ſcenes, and meaneſt 
productions of nature..-To make fach philoſophical 
remarks, was uſually my province; to add the reli. 
gious improvement, yours: But my thoughts, at pre- 
lent, are wholly taken up with the conſideration of 
my SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs. I can hardly turn 
my views, or divert my ſpeech, to any other ſubje, 
All thoſe amiable appearances of the external crea- 
tion, which I was wont to contemplate with rapture, 
afford but a languid entertainment to ny mind... FX 
Till my intereſt in this divine REDEEMER is aſcer 7 
tained, the ſpring may bloom; the ſummer ſhine; | 
and autumn ſwell with fruits: but it will be winter, 
cheerleſs, gloomy, deſolate winter in my foul, _ 
Aſp. You ſay, Theron, you attended to my curſory 
hints. Then your own ſuperior diſcernment could 
not but perceive, how every part of the exterior 
world is adjuſted, in the moſt excellent and gracious 
manner.—Not the coarſe piece of inactive matter, 
but bears the impreſs of its MAKER's faſhioning ſkill, 
Not a fingle creature, however inſignificant, but ex- 
hibits evident demonſtrations of his providential care, 
— His hand is liberal, profuſely liberal, to all that 

breathes, and all that has a being. en En 
Let me only aſk ;—and to introduce this queſtion 
with the greater propriety, to give it a more forcible 
energy on our minds, was the principal defign of the 
preceding remarks ;—-let me aſk, Doe GOD take care 
for oxen * ! 1s he a generous benefactor to the mean- 
eſt animals, to the loweſt reptiles? Are his munifi- 
cent regards extended farther ſtill, and vouchſafed e- 
ven to the moſt worthleſs vegetable? And {hall they 
be with-held from you, my dear friend, and from me? 


*x Cor, ix. 5 
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; — Not one among all the numberleſs productions, 
| which tread the ground, or ſtand rooted to the ſoil, 
4 Wants any convenience, that is proper for its reſpee- 
4 tive late, And will his heavenly FATHER deny 
b Theron, what is ſo neceſſary to his preſent comfort, 
t and his final happineſs ? Impoſlivle !! 
1 Ther. T wiſh for, but I can hardly hope to partake 
by W of, that ſpiritual bleſſing ; which always included my 
„whole happineſs, and now ingroiles my whole con- 
= Aſp. Not hope to partake f, What foundation, 
t FE what ſhadow of pretence, has this deſponding tem- 
per, either in reaſon, or in ſcripture? Is it not evi. 
„ dent from the whole book of revelation; is it not ap- 
a © parent, through the whole compaſs of nature, that the 
re 2 almighty LORD, © who governeth the world with 
| « the palm of his hand “,“ is remote, infinitely re- 
„ mote from a niggardly diſpoſition ? He not only pro- 
EW videth for the wants, but even fatisfieth the deſire of” 


oer living thing fÞ e 

d Conſider thote ſtately poppies, which are now the 
r principal ornament of the garden. They have no 
xs tongue to requeſt the leaſt tavour. Vet the ever- gra- 


x- + I know not how to forbear tranſeribing a par graph, ſrom oue 


+ RE vu perioilical paperz;z which contains a propoſal for adapting na · 
EE tural philoſophy to the capacity of children: wiſhing, at the ſame 
: time, that the ingenious author would enlarge his skerch into 4 
= treatiſe; and execute the plan, which he has ſo judiciouſly projec- 
on ted, and of which he has given us fo delicate a ſpecimen, . 
te Ws. After ſome remarks on tl. c ſagacity of birds, their induſtry, and 


bother ſurpriſing propertics, he adds; ls it for birds, O LORD, 
he WE ** that chou haſt joined together fo aq” miracles, which they 
re 1 © have no knowledge cf ? 151; for men who give vo attention to 


n. them? Is it for the curious, who are ſatisſied with admiring, 
FP . ithout ra ſing their thoughts to thee ? Or is it got rather viſible, 
fi. „that thy deſign has heen to call us to thyſclf, by ſuch a ſpectacle? 


e · «© to make us ſenſible of thy providence and inſiuite widom; and 
ey te to fill us with cn ſidence in thy bounty, who uatcheſt, with fo 
4? „much care and tenderneſs, over birds, though two of them arte 
; ole not for a farthing?”?* ©. | 
lot Eeelus, xviil. 3. | Pl. cxly, 16. 
Vor. II. . 9 e | 
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cious MAKER clothes them from his own wardrobe, 
and decks them with exquiſite beauty.—Obſerve the 
young ravens, Which fit carelefsly croaking on yonder 
boughs. Do they cry þ for food? It is in hoarſe in- 
articulate accents. Yet the all- ſupporting GOD o- 
verlooks their ignorance; hears meaning in their 
noiſe ; and ſupplies their every need from his own 
ſpontaneous bounty. If he accommodates the former, 
tho? incapable of aſking; if he attends. to the latter, 
though inſenſible of their benefaQor ; can he diſre- 
_ gard our preſſing wants? will he reject our earneft 
petitions? eſpecially, when we ſeek ſuch pure and 
exalted gifts, as it is both his delight and his honour 
to beſtow? | 
O! my friend, look abrodd into univerſal nature, 
and look away every diſquieting thought. | 
Ther. Did you inquire what pretence I have for 
this deſponding temper? Alas! I have more than 
a pretence. I have reaſon 3 a reaſon too obvious; my 
reat ant thineſs' | | 
Aſp. Pray, w where was the worth of the Qif. 
necked Iſraelites? Yet the LOKD bare them, and 
rarried them, all the days of eld *.—Where was the 
worthineſs of Saul the blaſphemer? Yet the blefſ:4 
FESUS made him a choſen veſſel, and ſet him as a 
2 lgnet on his right hand — Vou deſerve nothing at the 
hand of GOD our SAVIOUR. Neither did Jo- 
ſeph*s brethren deſerve any kindneſs from the viceroy 
of Egypt. Yet he delivered them from famine, who 
ſold him to ſlavery. He ſettled them in the choiceſt 
territori:s, who caſt him into the horrible. pit. He 
ſhewed himſelf a friend and a father to thoſe unna- 
rural relations, who were his actual betrayers, and his 
intentional murderers.—And can you perſuade your- 
ſelf, will you harbour a ſuſpicion, that CHRIST is 
leſs compaſſionate than Jaſeph'? Shall a frail mortal 
outvie E MANUEL. in beneficence ? 0 5 
Ther. Is not fems righteouſneſs of our own indi- 


: g N penſably 
„„ © II. Ixii. 9. 
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ſpenſably required, in order to our participation of the 


rightcouliels of CHRIST? ES: 
Aß. Yes, ſuch a righteouſneſs as the Samaritan 


woman +, and Zaccheus the publican poſſeſſed; or 


ſach as the Philippian jailor, and the profligate Corin- 
thians might boalt ꝓ. - Zaecheus was a man of infa- 


| movs character, and chief among the extortioners. 


The jailor was a barbarous perſecutor, and in purpoſe 


a ſif-murderer. Yet our LORD ſays of the former, 


This day, without injoining any courſe of previous 


preparation, i ſalvation come to thine houſe F. St 


Paul directs the latter, without infiſting upon any 


antecedent righteouſneſs, to believe upon the LORD 


FESUS CHRIST'; and aſſures the poor alarmed ſin- 
Rer, that, in ſo doing, he ſhould be ſaved JP.  _ 
So that nothing is required, in order to our parti- 
cipation of CHRIST and his benefits, but a convic- 
tion of cur need, a ſenſe of their: worth, and a wil- 
lingneſs to receive them in the appointed way; receive 

them, as the freeſt of gifts, or as matter of mere 


f Z grace. Come, and take freely **, is our MASTER's 


language; without ſtaying to acquire any graceſul 


qualities, is his meaning. 


Dyer. Surely, to come ithout any holineſs, with | 


out any. decent preparative, mult be a groſs indignity 
to the divine FESUS. Whoever preſents a petition 
to any earthly ſovereign, will think it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, not to appear in a flovenly diſhabille, much 
leſs in filthy raiment. Does not our LORD himſelf, 
in the parable of the wedding-garment, inculcate this: 
very point, and caution us againſt. a preſumptuous- 
approach? J PT nin 
Ab. In the parable you mention, CHRIST is both 
the bridegroom, the feaſt, and the wedding-gar- 
ment |. And who are invited to an union with this. 
Bridegroom? to be gueſts at this feaſt? to be ar- 
KOs Los of nn jf Tee” 


2 4 Jollnd lee 
5 Luke xix. 9. Acts xvi. 1. Rev. xxii. 27. 
+ Math, xxii, Ir. Hee wg Juſtitia CHRISFI, Hengel. in loc. 
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-Fayed with this wedding-garment 7 The meſſes engers 
are ſent, not to the manfion-houſes of the rich, or the. 
palaces of the mighty ; but to the highways and bed.” 
gers where miſery mourns : and poverty pines; and 
baſeneſs hides her head — To whom is their meſſave- 
_ addreſſed? To the poor, the maimed, the halt, the 
blind : perſons who have no amiable, or recom- 
mending endowments, but every /oa/h/ome and diſ- 
guſiful property. Yet theſe (mark the paſſage, my 
dear friend; mark well the encouraging circumſtance) 
theſe are not only not forbidden, but intreated, — im- 
portuned, — and by all the arts of perſuaſion, by every 
weighty or: winning motive, compelled to come in —. 
Ad after all this, ſurely, it cannot be an act of pre- 
ſumption to accept, but muſt be a breach of duty to 
refuſe the invitatian. 

Ther. You take no notice of the man, who was 
found without a wedding garment : which is by far 
the moſt alarming incident, and that wi = gives me 
no ſmall uneaſineſs. 

Af. And does my Theron rake proper notice of ha 1 
divine declaration? I have prepared my dinner, ſays the 
KING eternal, All things are ready . Whatever is. 
* neceſſary for the juſtification, the holineſs, the com- 
© plete ſalvation of finners, is provided in the merit 
< and the grace of my SON. Let them come there - 
* fore, as to a nuptial banquet; and ſreely enjoy my 
« munificence ; and feaſt their ſouls/ with the royal 
& proviſion.““ - 

The man without a wedding-garment, denotes the 
ſpecious fperfieia! profeſſor; who is called by CHRIST'S 
name, but has never put on CHRIST FESUS by 
Faith.-—Shall I teli you more plainly whom this cha- 
racter repreſents? You yourſelf, my dear Theron, was, 
ſome months ago, in the ſtate of this unhappy crea- 
ture, when you truſted in yourſelf, and thought high- 


ly 6f your own, thought NNE of Your SAVIOUR's 5 


9 | 5 , 
| X J con- 


| Luke xiv. 21. e Matth. XXII. 4. 


e my friend, on his r deliverance: 
from ſo dangerous a condition. You and I are now 


| like the returning prodigal. Let us remember, that: 


he came with no recommendation, either of dreſs, of 


_ perſon, or of character. None but his nakedneſs, his 


miſery, and an acknowledgement of viteneſs, which 


had every aggravating, not one extenuating eircum- 


ſtance. Yet he was received. — received with inex- 


preſſible indulgence; and dlohed with that firſt, that | 


beſt; that divineſt robe fo the righteouthels of e 
 GHRIST.. © 


Let us vecafibm ourfelves to conſider this incompa- 
rab! e robe, under its evangelical character. It is not 


a matter of bargain, nor the ſubject of ſale, but a deed? 
ol gift. The gift of righteouſneſs, ſays the apoſtle. And: 


ifts, we ail know are not to be purchag 2d, bur re- 
8 5 
ceived. | 


Ther. Is aching Hh. dethivg to by dens: on our 


part ?—no heavenly-mindedneſs to be exercifed? no 


| victory over our luſts gained? no fruits of fanQifica« 5 
tion produced? 


Aſp. Th ſe legal recen! ow eld "BY 


cleave to my Theron's mind! But I hope; the word 
of GOD, which pierceth to the dividing aſunder the 
foul and ſpirit, will give the ſevering blow. —And : 
what ſays that ſacred word! ? It deſeribes the . 


as a Mas or 75 ame ni And all its andes b 
| | m_ as. 


1＋ 1 xv. 22. Tov god Tr TpaThv. E-. 

, Uh. ix. 16, 1. To's notion not only runs 8 the ſerip · 
tures, but ſtan-ls conſpicuous eveu in their title-page.—What are * 
they calle? The Otd and The New Teſtarrent — What is a reſti< | | 
meat? An authentic dced, in which eſtates are tranſmitte!, and 
legacies bequeathed, In other teſtamen s, ſome earthly paſſe ll on; 
in this, the beaventy patrimony, cven all the riches of grace, ard 


the everlaſting inke:itance of glory —Did we conſider the ſerip - 
ture? in this light, it would be a moſt engaging imitation, to. 

ſearch them with aſſiduity and pleaſure. What child is willing to 
continue ignorant of a deceaſed parent's laſt will and teſtament? 


Who does not covet to know, what honours, hereditaments, and } 


5 wealth devolve to his enjoyment, by ſuch. an intereſting and Vene 


rable conveyance | Fo 


; ; Ce 3 7 


+ 
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as legacies bequeathed by the dying JESUS. — When 

vour old acquaiatance Charicles left you a handſome: 

legacy: what did you do to eſtabliſh Jour title, and 
make it your own? 

Ther, My title was pre. eſtabliſhed by my friead's. 
donation. I had nothing to do, but to claim, to ac- 
cept, and to poſſeſs, 5 
Ap. Do the very ſame in the preſent caſe, They 
who believe, are heirs, undoubted heirs , the righte- 
at ſueſe which is by faith f. Sure you cannot ſuppoſe, 
that CHRIST's wages is leſs ſincere, or that 
_ CHRIST's donations are leſs valid, than thoſe of an 
earthly teſtator. 

Ther. This illuſtration hardly reaches. the point, I. 
| ſpeak not of doing any thing, by way ot ment but. 
by way of qualification. 

Aſp. If there be any qualification, I think it is our 
extreme indigence, This indeed it will be proper to 
| have; ande this, I preſume, you are not without. O- 
ther qualification, neither reaſon preſcribes, nor ſerip. 
ture requires. 

Reaſon preſcribes no other. —The gifts of the great 
avowed SOV.EREIGN. are intended, not to recognize, 
our imaginary worth, but to azgrandize our views of, 
his mercy. and grace. To anſwer /uch1a deſign, the 
unworthy and the ſinners are duly Wales; BAY, are . 
the only qualified perſons. | 

Scripture requires no other. The ever merciful 84. : 
VIOUR fays not, hey are unqualified for my me- 
rits; they have no va:uable or noble acquirements. 
Bur this is his tender complaint ; They will not come to. 
me, juſt as they. are; with all their ſins about them; 
with all their guilt upon them; that they may have 
life *, Pray, take notice of this text; and you will 
fee things Elaced in a new light, ranged in a new or- 
der. Sanctification, heavenly- mindedneſs, and a vic- 


tory over our luſts, are not fo much the qualities which 


be W 3 as the * which he will confer. 
| Ther. 


1 Heb. A 5 Py NT John v. 40. 
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Ther, * The unworthy and ſinners, the only guali- 
46 fied of this expreſſion I cannot bat take particular 
notice. I hea Judas ſhould ſtand in the firlt rank of 


qualified perſons ;' and the devout centurion, e 
prayers and alms had come up as a memorial before GOD 


was thereby unqualified for the favour of heaven. 
Ap. If you obſerved my expreſſion, I ſpoke in the 
hypothetical manner ; made a ſuppoſition, rather than 
advanced an affertion. 1f there be any qualification, 


this is the only one. But, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there is 


no ſuch thing. The impulſive or inclining cauſe of 
all GOD's favour ſhewn, of all GOD's goodneſs ex- 


erciſed, is from the creature? No; but from himſelf, 


himſelf alone He has mercy, not b this or that 
perſon is amiable, is meet, or qualified, but be- 


Cauſe he will. have mercy. — And as for our need of 
mercy and reconciliation, arifing from our ſinfulneſs, 
this can no more conſtitute a real qualification for the 


bleſſings, than an act of rebellion can ri for the 


firſt honours of the ſtate. 


ade a en. e 


ry, ſuch ſinfulneſs, illuſtrate the freznes and mani. 


feſt the riches of grace. And this we ſhould never 
forget, that GOU's fi: ſt and leading purpoſe, in all 
his favourable diſpenſations to fallen man, is, to de- 
monſtrate the ſovereignty, and advance the glory of 
his grace. The LOKD, promiſing a very extraordi- 


nary deliverance to Israel, ſays, Not for your ſakes, be 


it knxwn unts you, do. I this ſig nal act of kindneſs.— 


What then is the inducement? We find it in the ful- 
lowing declaration, I, even I am HE, that blotteth out 


your tranſareſſjons for my own ſake F, and accarding ta 
the good pleaſure of my will. — What is the end of ali? 
It is rox THE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS GRACE . 


6 proper. motto this, for all the di! plays of divine 


_goounels 


* Fzck. XXRV 1, 5 


+ J. abit: 25. vynd Fir my own ſake. Whict teaches vs, that 
GOD, and nothing in the creature, is the original, entire, ſole 


ceaꝛuſe of all grace and every graei-ns vcuchſaſem: ut. It is nat only 
| by him, and (yough him, but to bim; for rhe honour of his be» 
_ Big. per? n that u we are pa doned, accepted, ed. | 


1 i. 6, 


n 1 —„—-„— — nes Dos Pot —_— 
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— 


goodneſs to ſinful men. It has been inſcribed by the 
hand of truth and inſpiration, Time and eternity, 
inſtead of eraſing the lines, will only: RP them 
deeper, and open them wider. 
"Ther. This is ſuch a gift To be intereſted in all 
the merits of CHRIST! To have his immaculate 
righteouſneſs imputed th my ſoul 1-80 that from 


henceforth there ſhall be no fear of condemnation, but 


a comfortable enjoyment of freeſt love, and a WR 


ful expectation of completeſt glory! 


Aſp If this rieh donation ſurpaſs your very ti thoughts, | 


and fill you with grateful aſloniſiment; it is ſo much 


the better adapted to diſplay, what the ſcripture very 
emphatically ſtyles, the abundant, the ſuper- abundant, 


the exceeding abundaut * grace of our GOD - GOD: 
bhatb pleaſure in the proſperity. of his ſervants. He is 


a boundleſs ocean of love; ever flowing, yet abſolute- 


ly inexhauſtible. See!] what an innumerable variety 
of benefits are tranſmitted from yonder fun, to glad - 
den all the regions of nature! Yet the ſun is but a 


ſpark ; its higheſt ſplendor, no more than a ſhade ; its 
uninterrupted and moſt profuſe communications of 
light, a poor diminittve feantling ; 1 r N with the 


riches of divine benignity« 


Ihe ſervant in the parable, whe owed ten confand | 


talents, craved- only ſome merciful forbearance; 


Whereas his generous lord remitted the whole ſum, 
and gave him an acquittance in full; /ergave thee all 


that: debt f. — Vou wonder, and very deſervedly at 
ſuch vaſt generoſity, But what had been your admi- 


ration to ſee the-noble maſter admitting this obnoxi- 
ous flave to a ſhare in his dignity ? what if he bad 


made fo worthleſs a wretch, the chief of his family, 
and the heir of his eſtate? This perhaps, you would 
ſay, exceds the bounds of credibility. Yet GOD al- 


mighty's ſtupendous beneficenc: exceeds all this. He 
RE e 4 


9 Trigga vo Nett, 2 Cor. ix. 14. —Treperefie tue N eb, 


| Rom. v. 20. nm, Xp, 1 Tim, i. 14 


+: Maith. viii. 8 
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not only ſpares guilty creatures, but makes them his 


children; makes them inheritors of his kingdom and 


as an introduction to all, or rather as the crown of all, 


makes them partakers | of his S0 N. 
Ther. The gift is ineſtimable; of more value than 


all wortds. It will render me bleſſed and happy, now 


and for ever. And* may ſo unworthy a ereature look 


for a bleſſing, thus ſuperlatively excellent? 


Aſp. Unworthy ?—my dear friend, dwell no longer 


 npon that obſolete topic. The greateſt unworthipeſs 
is no objection in CHRIST's account, when the ſoul 
is convinced of fin, and the heart deſirous of a SA- 


VIOUR. And as for werthineſ, this is as much 


diſavowed by the goſpel, as equivecal generation“ is. 


exploded by the W N of our improved Philo- . | 


Nay farther, this notion is diametrically contrary 


to the goſpel, and Tory Jon ve of the covenant 
of grace. 


Ther. In what relpeck? | 
Ap. Becauſe it would make our own duty and obs: 


| Sewn the terms. Whereas the terms were CHRIST's 
fuffering, and CHRIST's obedience. Theſe are the 
hinge on which that great tranſaction turns, and on 


which the hope of the world. hangs. 
Ther. Be more particular, A ͤœ t. 
Aſp. The firſt covenant was made with Alain, for 


himſelf and us Breaking it, he loſt his original 
righteouſneſs, and became ſubject to death; was, at 
once, a bankrupt and a rebel. Now you cannot ſup- 
poſe, that the almighty MAJESTY would enter into 
a freſh covenant with an inſolvent and attainted erea- 


ture. i e e the SECOND PERSON 


of 


| | Ueb © ih Rn | 
» The encients imagined, that many vegetables and inſeQs were 
produerd by, I know. not what, plaſt c power in the ſun, and o- 
ther elements. This is called equivocal generation. Whereas the 


mi dern philoſophers maintain, that every individual of this kind 


deitives its bei, "g rom ſome parcat-yegetable. or parent-animad. - This 
i ſty ld uni voce! generation, 
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of the adorable TRINITY, to undertake our als; | 
to become our ſurety, and put himſelf in our ſtead, 
-With him the ſecond covenant was made. He was 
charged with the performance of the conditions; 
thereby to obtain pardon und righteouſneſs, grace 
and glory, for all his people, I have made a covenant 
with my CHOSEN * ONE, is the language of the 
MOST HIGH. And the terms were 6 ou will per- 
mit me to repeat the momentous truth) not your wor- 
thineſs or mine, but the incarnation, the obedience 
the death of GOU*s ever bleſſed SON, 
Dyer. Has man then no office aſſigned, no part to 
act, in the covenant of grace? 
Ap. He has: but it is a part which my ſriend ſeems 
very loath to diſcharge. His part is to accept the 
bleſſings, fully purchaſed by the SAVIOUR, and 
freely preſented to the ſinner. His part is, not to 
diſhonour the REDEEME R's graciaus interpoſition, 
and infinitely ſufficient performance, by hankering at- 
ter any merit of his own, His part (why will you 
conſtrain me to reiterate in this manner?) is, not to: 
bring money in his hand, wich the ten brethren ; but, 
with an empty hand, and like an impoverithed Laza- 
Tus, lo take bold of GOD's covenant F. 
Ther. If this be the nature of the new covenant, r 
multi confeſs, [ have hitherto. been ignorant of the 
1 
2 Apr And from hence ariſes your preſent "m_ "Bi 
TORS 


pal. Ixxxix. 3. It is generally allowed, that this pſalm in its 
fudlimeſt ſenſe, is referable to CHRIST; and, in its full extent, is 
referable only unto CHRIST. If fo, I think, it would be more 
Ggnificant and emphatical, to render Wa my CHGSEN ONE. 
—'T'his will furniſh out a very clear and cogent argument to prove, 
that the covenant of grace was made with our LORD JESUS. 
Juſt ſuch an argument as the apoſtle uſes, to convince the Galatians, 
that the promiſes of the covenant were made to the ſame divine 
PERSON, Ga iii 16.— From both which premiſes this important 
concluſion Follows. That juſtification and every ſpiritu?l bleſſing are 
the purchaſe of CHRIST's obedience; are lodged in him as the 
great proprictary; are communicated to ſinners only through the ex- 
Exciſe of faith, or in a way of believing. See Zech. is. 11. 

+ Il. loi. 4. 


— . rat. 


from hence your averſeneſs to receive comfort. Vou 
are a philoſopher, Theron; and have been accuſtom- 


ed to examine nicely the proportion of objects, rather 


than to weigh them in the balance of the ſanctuary. 
Here you find all proportion ſwallowed up and loſt, 
This quite overthrows all your concluſions, drawn 


from the fitneſs of things. Here mar is r leſs 
than nothing, while grace is all in all. And ſhould 
we not, however uuworthy in ourſelves, magnify the 


grace of our GOD? 
Tyber. Moſt certainly. 


a ; * 
. rr n 
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Aſp. How can this be done, but by expecting great 


and ſuperlatively- precious bleſſings from his hand ?— 
Alexander, you know, had a famous, but indigent 
_ philoſopher, in his court. Our adept in ſcience was 
once particularly ſtraitened in his circumſtances. To 

whom ſhould he apply, but to his patrcn, the con- 


yneror of the world? His requeſt was no ſooner made 


than granted. Alexander gives him a commiſſion, to 
receive of his treaſurer whatever he wanted. He im- 
mediately demands, in his ſovereign's name, a hundred 
talents “ —The treaſurer, ſurpriled at ſo large a de- 


mand, refuſes to comply; but waits upon the king, 


and repreſents the affair; adding withal, how unrea- 
ſonable he thought the petition, and how exorbitant 
the ſum.— Alexander hears him with patience: but, 
as ſoon as he had ended his remonſtrance, replies; 
«« Let the money be inſtantly paid. I am delighted 


4 


with this philoſopher's way of thinking. He has 
done me a ſingular honour; and ſhewed, by the 
largeneſs of his requeſt, what a high idea he has 
„ conceived, both of my ſuperior wealth, and my 
'« royal munificence.“ CE OD 


Thus, my dear Theron, let us honour, what the in- 


ſpired penman ſtyles, the marvellous loving - lindneſi of 


FEHOV AH. From the King, whoſe name is the LORD. 
of hoſts, let us expect, — not barely what correſponds _ 
with our low models of generoſity, much leſs what 


os we 
About ten thouſand pounds. 
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we ſuppoſe proportioned to our fancied deſerts, but 
what is ſuitable to the unknown magnificence of his . 
name, and the unbounded benevolence of his heart. 
Then we fhall cheerfully and aſſuredly truſt, that 
CHRIST JESUS will be made of GOD to us wiſdom, 
and right:ouſneſs, and fanlification, and redemption : : 
that HE, who hath given himſelf for us , will give 
ns of his SPIRIT F, and will give unto us eternal 8 
life T. 
. Ves, upon condition. that we fight tha good | 
fight, and finiſh our courſe of duty. Henceforth, fays 
the apoſtle, after this is done, there is lai” up for me, 
and for other victorious ſoldicrs, for other taithful la- 
| bourers, a crown of righteoufn:ſs. 
Aſp. To ſuch perſons the crown will aſſuredly be 
vouchſafed. But is it vouchſaſed on account of their 
ſucceſsful warfare, or preſerving obedience ? If ſo, 
 Jfrael may vaunt themſelves, and ſay, Mine own hand, 
not the REDEEMER's iaterpoſition, hath ſaved me g. 
Not to repeat what has already been alledged, in 
oppoſition to this opinion; not to produce what might 
farther be urged, from a variety of ſcriptural teſtimo- 
nies ;—I ſhall only deſire you to obſerve, what the 
apoſtle himſelf, adds in this very place. There is laid 
up for me a crown of righteouſneſs : but is this the 
Pay, proportionate and due to his own ſervices? Is it 
what he claims and demands, on the foot of duty per- 
formed ?—The very title of the reward im plies the 
_ Contrary. It has a crown of righteouſneſs, becauſe pur- 
chaſed by the meritorious and conſummate righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST. The action of the Judge declares. 
the contrary : which the LORD, the righteous Fudge, 
ſpall give me at that day. It is, you ſee, an act of ta- 
vour: the iſſue of unmerited bounty z what neither 
ſaint, nor martyr, nor * enjoys, but only * ay 
of e donation *. 


"Ther. 


* Rob. EY: + John iv. 13. j lohn k. 29. 
| $ Judg. vii. 8. | 
* 2 Tim. iv. 8. The word arodocei, as it : lands i in the preſent 
: connection, 


er 
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I would fain have my Theron form more honourable 
.apprehenſions concerning the mercy and the bounty 


of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. He will beſtow 


what you fuppoſe he exacts. He is really a benefactor, 


where you would repreſent him as a taſk-maſter. The 


LORD will give grace as ac ell as glory. He knows, 


you have neither ſtrength nor merit; therefore he will 


| _ ſopply your want 1 words from as own mbemable | 


ſulneſs. ; 


ber. Ah! my 2 you don't know my i Nate. 


I have not only no merit, but great guilt F ; was, by 
nature, a child of wrath ; have been, by practice, a 


flave of fin; and, what is worſe, am ſtill corrupt; 


have ſtill a carnal heart. — And has not ſach a wretch 


forfeited all title to the divine favour? Nay, does he 


not deſerve the vengeance of eternal fire? 


Aſp. That we all deſerve this miſery, is beyond A. 


pute. I am truly glad, that we are ſenſible of our 
demerit. Here our recovery begins. Now we are to 
believe, that the LORD FESUS has ſatisfied divine. 
=” jultice ; has og a e price, on purpoſe to ob · 


ation, is, 5 think, very penperly bd we 2 late pious 


proſeſſor of divinity at Glaſgow : Prefiletur f:duciam ſuam de gratuita 


mercede, quam DEUS gralis pro miſit emmitus fidelibus, et ut j tus jus 
| dex, juſte ſimul et ex gratia rependet, nen ex merit9 u!t2 rr, ſed 
: 22 dona ſua gratuita paßte ric: thus gratuity cumulando. DI c KSGR 


Ero. Analyt. | 
4] Edlieve, no one experienced in the ſpiritnal liſe will ſuſpect, 
that Theroa ſpeaks out of charafer.—Confcience, when once 2larm- 


ed, is a ſtubborn and unceremonious thing. It pays no deference to 


weelth; it never ſtands in awe of grandeur ; neither can it be ſoothed 
by the refinements of education, or the attaiaments of learning. 
And we l find, that a moſt wnacconntable propenſity to 


 ſelfj-worthineſs, frengly poſſeſſes the new awakened convert. Ie 
is perpetually railing objections, founded on the want of perſonal 


meri: ; notwithſtanding all our remorſtrances, to quiet his fears, 
and remove his jealouſies. It is truly a hard task, for a mind, na- 


turally leavened with legal pride, to come naked and miſerable to 
 CARIST;—to come, diveſted of every recommendation but that 


of extreme wretchedneſs; 2nd receive, from the hand of vamerited 
ben? nity, the free riches of 5 — „ | 


f 
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tain tor ſuch ill-deſerving, ſuch hell deſerving crea- 
tures, all pardon, all holineſs, and 1 happi- 


nels. According to the import of that charming 
leripture, when ave were enemies (and what is there in 
an enemy, to beſpeak favour, or deſerve benefits ?) abe 
were reconciled to GOD by the death of bis SOM“. 
You have great guilt. But is this a reaſon why you 
lhould be excluded from the bleſſings of the covenant ? 
Contemplate the ſtate of that forlorn and wretched 
outcaſt, deſcribed in the ſixteenth of Ezekiel, An in- 
fant in its bod: this repreſents a ſinner, who has no— 
thing to excite love, but all that may provoke abher- 
rence. Yet what ſays the HOLY ONE of IJſrael? 
When I ſaw the?, not walhed, and purified, and made 
meet for my acceptance, but po/luted in thy blood; +; 
loathſome with defilement, and laden with iniquity ; 
then, even then / /aid unto thee Live; I ſpread my ſhirt 
over thee ; and thou lecameſi mine. This is the manner 
of his proceeding, not barely to one nation, but to 
all his people; not in one period of time only, but 
through all generations. „ 
VLVou are ill corrupt ; one that is ſenſible of his cor- 
ruption, and acknowledges his ſinſulneſs! Then you 
are the very perſon, for whom the SAVIOUR's 
righteouſneſs is jutended; to whom it is promiſed, 
Tou are a governor of the county-hoſpital, Theron. 
You have been induſtrious in promoting, and are ac- 
tive in ſupporting, that excellent inſtitution z; where 
Medicine with her healing ſores, and Religion with 
her heavenly hopes, act as joint handmaids to Chari- 
ty. What are the circumſtances which render any | 
perſons the proper objects for an admiſſion into your 
infiemary? | HY i 
_ Ther. Their poverty, and their diſtemper. With- 
| - VVV 


| * Rom. v. 10, Os S 
+ The words ate peculiarly emphatical ; not only doubled, but 
redoubled; to denote, at once, the ſtrangeneſs of the fact, yet the 
_ certainty of the favour. When I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted 
in thine ewn blood, I ſaid unto thee when thou waſt in thy blood, Live: 
yea, I ſaid unto thee when then waſt in thy blood Live, Ex-k. Xvi. 6. 


- 
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ont poverty, they would not need ad ber from A. 
ſlemper, they would not prize, the benefit of our mo- 

dern Betheſda, - _ 
Aſp. Apply this to the eaſe under conüiderstion. 
The whole world is in a ſtate of ſpiritual diſorder. . 
CHRIST is ſtyled, by the inſpired writer, the LORD 
our healer *. The gitt of his righteouſneſs, the balm 
of his blood, and the influences of his SPIRIT, are 
the ſovereign reſtorative. And ſure it cannot be a 
fanciſul perſuaſion of our health, but a ſeeling convic- 
tion of our diſeaſe, which renders us proper objects oy 
his recovering grace. — Hle came nit to call the rightecus, 
the righteous in their own eyes, but finners Þ, ſell- 
condemned and ruined ſinners, to give them r ' 
tance, and pardon, and newnefs of life, 
Ther, But if ary fooliſh and refractory patients have 
abuſed our beneficence, it is a jtanding unalerable - 
rule of the honſe, never to admit them a ſecond time, 
however preſſing their exigencies, or however power- 
ſul their recommender, I have; not once only, but 
through the whole courſe of my life, abuſed the mar- 
vell-.us: loving kindneſs of the LORD. 

Af And is not the LORD ſupericr to all his crea- 

_ tures, in acts- of pardon, as well as of power ? Yes, 
as thoſe heavens are higher than this proftrate earth, 
fo much more enlarged and. extenſive is the divine 
clemency, — than the wideſt ſphere of human kind- 
neſs, ſhall-I ſay ? rather than the beldeſt flights of hu - 
man imagination. Your ſtatutes are inexorable, in 
caſe of one notorious irregularity committed. But 
the free gift of a REDEEMER's righteouſneſs is 
vouchſafed, notwithſtanding many offences, unto juſſi- 
fication **, It is the glory of our atmighty RULER, 
and redounds to the honour of his crucified SON, to 
| Paſs over | not a ſingle tranſgreſſion only, but a mul- 
titude of provocations ; to be altogether as unequalled 

in . as RE 1 is abſolutelj * in majeſty. 


5 As. 
| '®. Exod, XV, 10. Os Matth. iz 13. Ads v. Ito 
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As it is the green pride, to entertain high notions 

of our own accompliſhments, or to expect eternal life 
on the ſcore of our own obedience ; fo it will be the 
greateſt affront to the grandeur of CHRIST“ werits, 
and the freeneſs of his grace, if we ſuppoſe our crimes 
too heinous to be forgiven, or our perſons too vile to 
be accepted. | 

Theron pauſed, —Theſe conſiderations ſee med to o- 
perate; this anodyne to take effect. Deſirous to im- 
prove the favourable jundure, and impart the needed 
conſolation, Alpajro added: 
How often did the inhabitants of Jeruſalem diſre- 
gard the warnings, and reje& the counſels of our 

bleſſed LORD! How juſtly might HE have ſworn 
in his wrath, © They ſhall. never hear the joyful 
+ ſound of my goſpel more. The bleflings which 
© they. have ſo wantonly deſpiſed, and ſo wickedly a- 
ee buſed, ſhall be irrevocably withdrawn.“ — Inſtead 
of palüng ſuch a ſentence, this is the charge, which, 
aſter his reſurrection, he gives to his apoſt/cs; Let re- 
pentance and remiſſion of ſins be preachea in my name to 
al nations, BEGINNING. AT JERUSALEM 4.— . Ar\ 
%% Ferufalem, LORD! Have not the men of that un- 
„ grateful and barbarous city been deaf to thy ten · 
„ dereſt importunities ? Did they not nerſecute thee 
% unto condemnation and teath ? Are not their wea- 
« pons ſtill reeking, as it were, with thy blood; and 
<« their tongues Qill ſhooting out arrows, even bitter : 
« words? by which they would murder thy character, 
as they have already crucified thy perfon,.” — Yet 
theſe wretches (and could any be more inhuman? . 
could any be more unworthy ?) are not only not ab-: 
Horred, but unto them is the meſſage of grace, and 
the word of ſalvation ſent. Nay, to ſhew the unpa- 
ralleled ſreeneſs of our REDEEMER's grace, theſe 
are-firft upon the heavenly liſt The glad tidings of 
pardon and life, which are to be publiſhed through. 
the world, mu? begin (amazing mere MUST BEGIN, 
at Jeruja! cr. 


| ; | 8 Tb. 
43 Loke xxiv. 47. | 
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Ther. Thos much I may venture to profeſs in my 


own behalf: That I long ſor this bleſſing z—I pray 
for this bleſſing z but I canndt ſee my title to this. 
comprehenſive and ineſtimable bleſſing, clear. 5 
Aſp. I behold it perfectly clear. — Some days ago, a 
vVvorthy clergyman, who lately came to ſettle in the 
neighbourhood, did himſelf the honour of making one 
at your table. After dinner, you fhewed him your li- 
brary ; we took a walk in your garden; nd made 
the apreable tour of the fiſh - ponds. Thev,— with that 
amiable frankneſs of mien and accent, which is ſo pe- 
ceuliar to my friend, and exceedingly endears all his 
favours, - you told him, « That he was as welcome 
4 to any book in your ſtudy, as if the whole collec- 
4 tion was his own: that if, on a viſit from ſome ac- 
% quaintance of ſuperior rank, he ſhould with to be 
% accommodated with a more delicate entertainment 
4 than uſual, the productions of your waters, and of. 
your hot beds, were entirely at his ſervice: and 
et that his acceptance of your offers, without the leaſt 
4 ſhyneſs or reſerve, would be the moſt pleaſing com- 
* pli nent he could pay you on-the occaſion.” 


What ſays the great PROPRIETOR of all good? 


If any man, however unworthy his perſon, or obnoxi- 


ous his character, %%; thirſt for-the.bleflings of my 


evangelical kingdom; /et him come unto ME, the ſoun- 


tain of theſe living waters, and drink his fill *. — You. 


yourſelf acknowledge, that you long for the ſacred 
privileges of the goſpel. Your heart is awakened into 
Huaabitual and lively de ſires after the ſalvation of CHRIST. 
What is this but, in the ſpiritual ſenſe, to thirſt? To- 

you therefore the promiſe is made; to you the riches, 


of this benign diſpenſation belong. 
That clergyman has not the leaſt ſuſpicion of being 


diſappoiuted, in caſe he ſhould ſend for a brace of 


carp from your canal, or a fine melon from your gar- 


| dea,—Why is he ſo confident ? Becauſe he has dne. 


* Jcho vii. 37s : 
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you any fignal ſervice? No; but becauſe you have 
paſſed your word, and made the generous offer, — 
And why ſhould you harbour the leaſt doubt concern- 
ing the divine veracity ?: Why ſhould you call in quel. 
tion your right to theſe heavenly treaſures? ſince it is 
ſounded on a grant altogether as free, altogether as 
clear, as your own. indulgent conceſſion; and infinite- 
ly more frm than any human engagement ? tounded' 
on the fidelity of that ſublime BEING, who: © re- 
«© members his covenant and promile to a- ee 
44. generations.“ 

Ther. It is impoſlible ta confute, yet difficult to be. 
he ve, what you urge. 

Aſp. What I urge, is not the voice of a few dubious. 
paſſages, nicely. culled from the, book. of GOD, or. 
| forcibly wreſted by the interpretation of man. The 
whole tenor of inſpiration runs, with the greateſt per- 
ipicuity, and the greateſt uniformity, in this delight. 
ful train, — Let me, out of a multitude, produce an- 
other expreſs from the court of heaven. Ie every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, even he that hath 
no money, Come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine - 
and milk, without money and without: pries *. Vine and 
milk undoubtedly ſignify the pardon of our ſms, and 
the juſtification of our perſons; the communications. 
af ſanQifying grace, and the hope of eternal glory, 

| Theſe are nouritking and refreihing to the ſoul, as 
milk the richeſt of foods, and as wine: the beſt of 
cordials, are to the body, Theſe, you ſee, are to 
be- obtained, without money, and without price; with. 
out any merit of our own 3 without any plea de- 
duced from ourſelves; by poor; undone, periſh: 
ing bankrupts. — They are to be enjoyed by every 
aue, who unfeignedly eſteems them, and humbly ſeeks 
them. No exception is made; ; no excluſive clauſe ad. 
ded. It is not ſaid, Any one that is wor?by, but eve- 
ry one that thir/eth,— To leave no room far any mit- 
giving apprehenſions, the kind invitation is repeated, 
duy a, 7 * ite and mill. The invaluable yet. 
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tree tender is confirmed again and again; He that hatb- 
n money; without money; without price, And both 
are preſſed upon us with a very remarkable, with the 
moſt affectionate vehemence 3 Come ye ; come ye; Joe: 


come. 


Had our heavenly BENE PACTOR permitted us. 


to draw up this inſtrument of conveyance, and word 

it according to our owlt wiſh ; what language could 
we have contrived, to render Licher the grant more 
| free, or our claits- more ſecure 2  * 


Ther. Theſe are cheering truths. They amount to 


| Hittle leſs than a demonſtration. And 1 am ready to 
declare, in the language of Agrippa, Almeft thou per- | 


ſuadeſt me to commence a believer. 


Ap. And why, my dear friend, why not altogether? 


Can you diſtruſt the ſiacerity of the divine overtures? 
If the overtures are real, your title is unqueſtionable. 
ay, there is more than an overture. You have an 
actual gift from the almighty MAJES! Y. To us, ſays 
the prophet, —including all that wait for the redemp- 
tion of CHRIST, and the conſolation of tfrael, — a. 
child is born *. To us, —he repeats the precious truth; 
to declare his exuberant joy f, and denote the abſo- 
lute certainty Þ of the thing, —a ſen is given; even 
60b's own SON, the ever bleſſed FESUS, to be our 


--PROPTTIAT ION, our SURET Y, our comprete RE- 
5 DEEMER. 


| Juſt caſt a look upon youder: neat lodge. Though 


placed i in the centre of a ſpacions held, it ſeems to be 


contiguous with the extremity of the viſta. The eye, 


tet. 


-*-TC-ix; << 3 
+ T irgil has copied the prophet's fine manner. He ee for. 


uttering her 3 in the lame as lirain, wich che ns. 
reiterated earneſtneſs: 


— — keep vidembs 15 
| Ttaliam, Italiam primus conclamat Achates.. 
- Haba lelo ſecti clamere ſalulant. 


4. Ice Gen. xk. 326. 
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loſt the windows, and the decent ornaments of the. 
front, But I ſhall not ſoon loſe the idea of that ami- 
able munificence; which, as I was rambling one plea. 
fant morning, and accidentally called at the houſe, I 
learned from its preſent owner, — He was, I: find, one 
of your ſervants ; had ſpent ſeveral years in your fa. 
mily ; when he ſettled in the world; you be ſtowed up. 
on him that commodious box, and a pretty adjacent 
farm; to poſſeſs, without moleſtation or controul, du. 
ring his life. —Does he not reckon the little eſtate, by 
virtue of your donation, to be his own! as much his 
own, for the time preſcribed, as if he had paid an 
equivalent in money !—Since the LORD JEHOVAH 
has given us his SON, and all his unutterable merits ; 
why ſhould we not, with an aſſurance of faith, receive. 
the incomparable gift? Why ſhould we not conſide i in 
it, as firmer than the firmeſt desd; and far more in- 
violable than any royal patent ?— Eſpecially ſince it has 
been ſealed to us in every ſacramental ordinance, and. 
witne ſſed by every W motion of the HOLIT SPIRIT 
in our hearts. | 

Ther. My ſervant never affronted my authority. If 
he had vilified my character, or inſulted: my perſon, 
ſhould T.then have been inclined to make the ſame ad- 
vantageous ſettlement??: 

Aſp. Herein appears the infinite ſuperiority. of 800 
divine bounty. GOD is rich in mercy, not only to 
the obedient and grateful, but to the unthankful 52 
unworthy. Ta the LORD our GOD, ſays the prophet, 
belong mercies and forgiveneſs ; in meaſure ſuperabun- 
dant, and in continuance unwearied; and this, at 

_ withſtanding. we have offended him, by our manifold: 
failures in duty; nay, have rebelled * . i FE 
Bagrant violations of his law. EE 


Dan, ix. 8. The original! is „be lhan which no eh, 
in- the. Hebreu language, bears à more obnoxious ſignification. It: 
&enotes the moſt audacious and the moſt flagitious impiety. It de- 
notes that rebellion, which is os the fin of witchcraſi; and that ftub - 
beracſs, wh; <4 11 46 the; at 210 of ido:airy. Vet, all virulent and 2 
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In ſweet concert with this prophetical leſſon, ſings 
the tranſported p/almiſi ; Thou, LORD, in thy ſacred 
humanity, haſt aſcended up on high ; aſcended, from the 
low caverns of the tomb, to the kigheſt throne in the 
higheſt heavens. —T how: haſt led captivity captive : haſt 
aboliſhed death, that univerſal tyrant; and ſubdued 
thoſe powers of darkneſs, which had enſlaved the 
whole world. —Like a glorious and triumphant con- 


| queror, thou haſt alſo received gifts ; not merely for 


thy own fruition, but to confer on others,' by way of 
honorary and enriching largeſs, —What are thoſe gifts, 
Ther. The gifts of the gol 


el, I ſuppoſe; pardon of 
fin, the influences of the HOLY. SPIRIT, and thoſe 
other privileges of Chriſtianiiy, which conſtitute the 


* £0995 , ap of mankind, and prepare them for 
future bills. ; | | 


Ap. You rightly judge. — And for whom were thoſe | 
royal, thoſe heavenly donatives received? If you have 
an inclination to beſtow a ſword ſet with diamonds, a 
finely- wrought piece of plate, or an exquiſitely.finiſh» 
ed picture; what names preſent themſelves to your 
thoughts? What perſons are the objects of your choice? 
The approved friend, or diſtinguiſbed favourite, I make 
no queſtion.— But for whom (let me aſk again, ſince 


erable as it is, it does not ſuppreſs the yearnings of divine pity, nor 


ſuperſede the exerciſe of divine forgiveneſs, —With a word derived 
from the ſanie root, Saul, when exaſperated almoſt to madneſs, up- 
braids Fonathan. And we know, perſons ſo extremely incenſed, 


never ſpeak in the ſofteſt terms; never touch the ſubject with a 
feather, but make their tongue like a ſharp ſword. _ * "OY 
May I venture to add, that our tranſlators ſeem to miſtake the 


| Proper application of the afore-mentioned paſſage ? They repreſerit 
Saul's invective, flying as wide of the mark, as it is sert harged 
with malice Son of the perverſe rebellious woman ! This might be 


aſſerted, without the leaſt, impeachment of Jonethax's perſonal loy- 


- alty.—Beſides, is it not exceſſively indecent, as well as abſolutely 

- uoreaſonable, to refl: & upon the mother, for the miſdemeanots 6f 

_ the ſon ?-=Surely the claute ſhould be rendered, in perfect conſiſt. - 

| ence with the genius of the original; Thea ſon of perverſe rebellion. 

or, more agreeably to the Engliſh. idiom, Thou perverſe rebellngs 
wrelch !' 1 Sem. XI. 2% on for oy. 8 


- 
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it is a point of the laſt importance) were thoſe hea- 
venly donatives-received ? 

Ther. Let me recolle& : — Thou ecetved# fer, 
not for fallen angels, but for men Land not 60 r thy 
friends, but for thy enemies 3 — yea, for the rebellious 
alſo *, Merciful heaven! What a word is this! and 
does it come from the GOD of truth ?—Gifts ! divine 
gifts! gifts of unſpeakable value, and eternal dura. 
tion ! and theſe to be conferred on enemies, on the 
rebellious ! wretches who are deſtitute of all gracious 
_ qualifications ; who deſerve not the leaſt favour ; but 
have reaſon to expect the frowns of malteeen, and 
the ſword of vengeance! 

Aſp. Thus it is written, in thoſe facred conflity; 
tions, which are far more ſtedfaſt and unalterable, 
than the law of the Medes and Perfians.—Thus it is 
ſpoken, by the mouth of that almighty BEING, with 
whom there is no variableneſs, nor the leaſt ſhadow 
of turning. Let us not, my dear friend, by unrea- 
ſonable unbelief, fruſtrate all theſe promiſes, and re- 
jet our own mercies. Let us not, by an evil heart of 
unbelief, make GOD a liar; and make ourſelves, of 
8 all creatures, moſt miſerable. : 


But ſee he elouds, which hung their agreeable 
fables, to damp the ardour, and abate the glare of 
day, are departing. The ſun has been colouring their 
fleecy ſkirts, and ſpreading over the floating ſcreen a 
variety of interchangeable hues. Now he begins to 
edge them with gold, and ſhine them into filver. A 
ſure indication, that (like the glittering, but tranfitory 
toys, which they repreſent) they will ſoon be ſwept 
from the horizon, and ſeen no more. —The bright orb, 
while we are ſpeaking, burſts the veil; and, from. a 
voluminous pomp of parting clouds, pours a flood of 
ſplendor over all the face of nature. We ſhall quick- 
ly perceive this open ſituation too hot to confilt with 
Pleaſure ; and myſt be obliged to ſeek for ſhelter, in 
the ſhatly parks of the houſe, | 


| Will 


5 * Pfal. yy 18. 
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Will you admit me, Theron, into thoſe ſhady apart- 
—_ . 1 SE | 
T Ther. Admit you, A/pafio!—T am ſurpriſed at your 
queſtion. I thought you had known me better; and 
1 am ſorry, it ſhould be needful to aſſure you, that 
my houſe is as much your own, as it is mine. The 
more freely you commend it, the more highly you will 
oblige me. F)) ro on 9 is ES 
Aſp. May I believe you, Theron.? Do you ſpeak 
from your heart? or mult I conclude, that you plauſi- 
bly profeſs, what you have no intention to perform ? 
— Would you be pleaſed, if I ſhould obſtinately per- 
ſiſt in theſe diſhonourable ſuſpicions, notwithſtanding ' 
5 all your friendly preteſtations?2?g?ess _ 
Ther. My dear Aſpa ſio, 1 ſee your deſign. | I ſee, 


— "8 , 6 MS 8. 9. | I ob IR. 


E and am aſhamed ; aſhamed to think, that I ſhould | 

h | fancy myſelf more punctual in my profeſſions, than 

* | GOD is true to his word. LRD, I believe, help thou 

A mine unbelief! 0 JJV 

f DIA L O U RE Nui. 

fo | UR friends had agreed upon. a viſit to Philenor, . 
# | They rode through a fine open, fruitful coun- 

3 try; which was covered wich crops of ripened corn, 

- and occupied by ſeveral parties of ruſties gathering in 

5 the ape eget ß ooo RT rt 
A The rye, white and hoary as it were with age, wa- 
ry | ved its bearded billows, and gave a dry huſky raſtle 
pt before the breeze. —The wheat, laded with, plenty, 
b, and beautifully brown, hung the heavy head; and 

1 invited, by its bending poſture, the reaper's hand. 
of WR Plats of barley, and acres of oats, Rood whitening in 

+. the fun. Upright, and perfectly even, as thongh the 
th | gardeners ſhears had clipped them at the top, they 
* gratified the ſpectator's eye, and gladdened the far- 
mer's heart. — Beans, partly clad in native green, 
ll Partly transformed and tawny with the Parching ray, 
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were preparing the laſt employ for the crooked wea- 
pon. —Some of the grain lay flat, in regular rows, on 
the new made ſtubble, Some was erected in graceful 
| ſhocks, along the briſtly ridges. Some, conveyed 


homewards on the loaded waggon, nodded over the 


groaning axle, 

The villages ſeemed to be empty, and all their in- 
habitants poured into the plains. Here were perfons 
of each ſex, and of every age. The luſty youths, ſtoop- 
ing to their work, plied the fickle z or ſwept, with 
their ſithes, the falling ranks.—The ſprightly females 
followed, binding the handfuls into ſheaves, or piling 
the ſwarths into haſty cocks. —Diſperſed up and down 
were the children of the needy, gleaning the ſcattered 
ears, and picking their ſcanty harveſt.— Nor were the 
ald people abſent ; but crawling into the ſun, or ſit- 
ting on a ſhady eminence, they beheld the toils,—the 
_ pleaſing toils they once ſuſtained . 
This is the moſt joyful period of the eoutryman's 

life ; the long expected crown of all his labours. For 
this he broke the ſtubborn glebe, and manured the 


impoveriſhed ſoil. For this he bore'the ſultry beams 


of ſummer, and ſhrunk not from the pinching blaſts 


of winter. For this he toiled away the year, ina 


round of ceaſeleſs but willing activity; knowing, that“ 
the huſbandman muſt labour, before he par tales of the 
Fruits. — And will not the bleſſed hope of everlaſting 
| life ; will not the bright expectation of conſummate 
_ bliſs, animate us with an equally-cheerſul reſolution, 
both to reſiſt the temptations, and diſcharge the du- 
ties of our preſent ſtate ? | | - 


*22 Tim. ii. 6. Bezathinks, that in ſettling the conſtruQtigh of 
this verſe, the adverb rp9loy ſhould be connected with the participle 

neren. If fo, the tranffation exhibited above, may bid fair for 
acceptance; and one of the moſt celebrated hiſtorians, may have 
the honour of commenting on the greateſt of the apoſtles; Næ illi 
falfi ſunt, gui diverſifſimas res expeftant, ignavie voiuptatem, et præ- 
mia virlutis, SALLUST i. e. They are, beyond all diſpute, moſt 


#pregiouſly miſtaken, who hope to unite thoſe incompatible things, 


che pleaſures of indolepec, and the rewards of induſtry. 


1 Short 


1 0 n di. . 
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Short ſeemed the way, and quick paſſed the time, 
us they travelled through ſuch ſcenes of rural abun- 
dance, and rural d:lighi.—Before they were aware, 
the horſes ſtopt at Philenar? s ſeat: where they found, 
to their no ſmall diſappointment, that the maſter was 
gone abroad. They alighted however, and took a 
walk in the gardens. = 

The gardens, at proper. intervals, and i in \ well cho- 
ſen ſituations, were interſperſed with pieces of fatua- 


7. At the turn of a corner, you are—not ſhocked 


with a naked gladiator, or a beaſtly Prigpus, —but a- 
greeably ſurpriſed with the image of ly. He is juſt 
riſen from his ſeat, and vpon the point of addrefling 
himſelf to ſome important oration, A reverential awe 
appears in his countenance ; ſuch as ſilently acknow- 
ledges, that he is going to plead before the rulers of 
the world. Sedate, at the ſame time, and collected 


in himſelf, he ſeems conſcious of ſuperior eloquence, 


and emboldened by the juſtice of his cauſe. His 
thoughtful aſpect, and gracefully expanded arm, ſpeak 
to the eye, before the tongue has uttered a ſyllable... 

You enter an alley, hned on either ſide with a ver- 
dant ſan; and having no variety of objects to diver» 
ſify the intermediate Abs your view 1 15 conducted to 
a magnificent building at the end. As you walk a» 
long, contemplating the maſterly performance 1 in ar- 
chitecture, an unexpected opening diverts your atten · 
tion; and preſents you with ſome ſtriking imitation 


of virtuous or heroic life. Not the Macedonian mad - 


man; nor Sweden's royal knight errant; nor Ceſar, 

infamouſly renowned for his flaughtered millions; but 
the traly- -gallant Czar. A drawn ſword in his hand, 

and a commanding majeſtic ſternneſs on his brow, The 
weapon is held in the moſt menacing poſture; and, 
many a ſpectator has been obſerved to ſtart back, with 
apprehenſions of fear, It is that gloriouſly- {rocks at- 
titude, in which the grateful citizens of Narva beheld 


him, and in which all poſterity will admire him, 


when he turned upon his victorious, but ungoverneble 
troops, and threatened to drench the dagger i in their 
Vor. II. e e hearts, 
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hearts, if they did not immediately deſiſt from rapine * 
and flaughter ; immediately allow quarter to their 

vanqnilhed foes n | 
- Under a circular dome, ſupported by pillars of the 
Doric order, and in a ſpot where ſeveral walks cen- 
tre, ſtands — not the Venus a Medisis: corrupting 
while it captivates the world, but à Spartan mother. 
Her habit decent and graceful ; ſomewhat like the 
Juno Matrena of the Romans, as ſhe is finely depictu · : 

red in Mr Spence's Polymetis, Her air ſtately and re- 
ſolved; expreſſive of dignity, yet mingled with ſoft- | q 
| 


neſs.” She holds a ſhield; is in the act of delivering 
it to her ſon 3 a youth ſetting out for the army, and 
going to hazard his life, in the defence of his country. 
She is ſuppoſed to add that ſpirited and magnanimous 
_ exhortation, which is engraven on the protuberance 
of the buckler,—» , » err rat Bring it back my ſony 
4 thy trophy; or be brought back upon it, as thy bier. 
| I am particularly pleafed, ſaid Theron, with the con- 
trivance of this laſt ornament. It is regulated by one 
of the moſt refined rules of art; not to laviſh away 
all the beauty at a ſingle view, but to make a ſkilful 
reſerve for ſome future occaſion.— The dome and the 
columns afford pleaſure, when beheld at a conſidera- 
ble diſtance, The fine animated figure in the midſt 
_ diſplays its graces, on a nearer approach. By which 
means, the attention is kept awake, and the enter» 
tainment continues new. „„ ta mo ones 
But what I principally admire, is the /þ;rit or flyle 
of the decorations in general, They put me in mind 
of a very juſt remark, which Mr Pope has ſomewhere 
made. It is, if I remember right, to this effect. 
« A man not only ſhews his a 20 but his virtue, in 
ec the choice of his ornaments. A proper piece of 
W JJV 


#* « As ſoon as the ſoldiers were maſters of the town, (Narva,) 
they fell to plunder, and gave themſelves up to the moſt enor- 
„ mous barbarities. The Czar ran from place to place, to put. a 

«« (top to the diſorder and maſſaere. He was even obliged to kill 
4. with his own-hand ſeveral Muſcovites, who did not hear ken to 
* his orders,” e DPooltaite's hift, Char. XII. 
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ee hiſtory, repreſented in painting on a rich man's 
« walls, (or exhibited in imagery amidſt bis, gardens, }) 


| & js very Often a better leflon, than any he could 
« teach by his converſation. In this ſenſe, the tone 
| & may be ſaid to ſpeak, when men cannot, or will 


« not.” All but the comparative or ſatyrical part of 


che obſervation, I would apply to the proſpe& before 
us, and its worthy owner. 25 1 | 


Aſp. Philenor's gardens are, I think, more chaſle 


and delicate in their ornaments, than a certain colle= 


iate church, In the latter place, we might reaſona - 
ly expect the ſtricteſt adherence to purity, if we 


| ſhould not meet with the ſymbols of piety and incite- 


ments to religion.— What then would be the reflec. 
tions of a judicious obſerver, if, in ſuch a ſolemn and 


| venerable edifice, he ſhould ſee a huge brawny fellow 


ſtuck up againſt the wall, with his poſteriors half bare, 


= his whole body more than half naked, and in an at- 


titude none of the moſt decent *®.——-Excuſe me, The- 
ron. I confeſs myſelf aſhamed even to rehearſe the 
VF deſcription. 


| © Referring to the monument, lately erected for Majar General 


Fleming, in Neſtminſter- Abbey, Where, under the General's buſt, 
are placed Herrules and Pallas. Hercules with his club and lion's 
ſkin, in the manger related above. Pallas, with a mirror and ſer- 
pent at her ſide. The reader may ſee a picture and an explanation 
of this monument in the Gentleman Magazine for Auguſt 1754. 
As this church has been the burjal-place of the moſt iNluftrious 
perſonages, for many eenturies; as it is the place, where al! our 


Kings receive their crowns, and many of them- depoſit their aſes; 


as it is ſingularly eminent for its antiquities and monuments ; there. 
is 2 large reſort both of natives and foreigners, to view its grand 
and awful curioſities. Whatever, therefore, is erected in a place 
ſo cireumſtanced and fo diſtinguiſhed, ſhould, I apprehend, not only 
diſplay an air of elegance iu the execution, but include a beauty of bo- 
lineſs in the deſign : becauſe nothing can lay claim to the To zany 
which is not poſſeſſed of the ro r Nor can any performances, 
thus ſituated, be pronounced truly graceful, but ſuck only as corre · 
ſpond with the character, and ſubſerve the deſign of the facred edi- 
fice. It was thought by a very able eritic and a very candid writer, 
that mere impropricty of taſte, in ornamer.ting one of the monu - 
ments, called for his cenfure, Surely then a violation of decency, 
and an app: each to Paganiſm, call more loudly for public animad- 
verſion, and praper . See Spett. vol. I. No. 26, _ 
e ; „ | | 
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55 deſcriptions How then can the {pecigcls irfelf become 
the houſe of divine worſhip ? * 


* Ther, But perhaps this ſame brawny fellow may re- 


; preſent a Heathen demigod ; one of the idols worſhip- 
| ped LY antiquity ; the tutelary deny of valour. 


Af. And will this juſtify the practice? Does not 
this add profaneneſs to. immodeſty ? Are we Chriflians 
to thank Hercules for the valour of our warriors, and 
make our acknowledgments to Pallas for the conduct 


of our generals? Shall we Chriſtians behold with ad - 
miration, or recognize as our benefactors, what the 
apoſtle has ſtigmatiſed under the character of devils *; 


If HE, who overthrew the tables of the money-, 
changers, had taken a walk in theſe famous cloylters, 


1 am apt to ſuſpect, he would have paid no very agrees 
able compliment to this fine piece of ſtatuary. Take 
_ theſe things hence, would probably have been his com- 
mand; and make not the precintts of your temple a cham. 


ber of Pagan imagery, his rebuke +.—Neither is it a 
all unlikely, that the image itſelf, notwithſtanding its 


_ inimitable workmanthip, might have ſhared the tate 


or. its Einſman Daten 43 


— When the captive ob TW 
| Maini'd bis brute image, head and on 8 ＋ 
In his eum temple, en the groundſell ed, 


ben he fell fat, and. ſham d bis o pers * 


Ther, But how ſhould the artiſt repreſebt the great 
irehievements and the ſhining qualities of his hero, if 
you. will not allow him to make uſe of theſe * guiſicant 
emblems : ? 

Aſp. I queſtion, whather they are ſo very ſigni⸗- 
88 The mirror ſeems to characterize a fop, rather 
than a ſoldier. It leads us to think of a ſoft Narciſſus, 


_ admiring himſelf; rather than a ſagacious general, 
planning the operations of the campaign. — Beſides, i is 
Taered literature ſo deſtizute of proper Gt that 


| we 
. 4 Jeb fl 16 | { Milton b. I 458 


— 


* rer 


* 
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the Confeſor; and that the preſent ſtately and we fabris; 
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we muſt borrow the decorations of our churches and 


the trophies of our conquerors, from the dreams of 


ſuperſtition or the deluſions of idolatry ? How juſt and | 


expreſſive. are thoſe emblematieal repreſentations, ex- 


hibited in Ezetiel's viſion! where activity and ſpeed 
are ſignified, by hands in conjuction with aings ; and 


the deep, the complicated, yet ever harmonious 
fchemes of Providence, by @ wheel in the middle of a 


wheel, With what propriety and force are the nobleſt 
endowments pictured, in the revelations of St Fohn, 
and their grand machinery! Superior wiſdom and 


benevolence of heart, are deſcribed by the face of @ 


tigable application, by the features of an ox ; a pene - 


| traing diſcernment, and an We habit of ack - 


ing, by the form of a ching eagle *. 


- Theſe hieroglyphics are graceful, 8 as | 
ſuch as every ſpectator will underſtand. Whereas 


the devices of our new monumental encomium are, I 


preſume, to the unlearned, bardly inteiligible; to the 


man; ſtrength of mind and intrepidity of ſpirit, by 
the viſage of a lion ; calmneſs of temper and indefa- 


ſerious, little better than profane; and to every be- 


holder, indelicate, if not immodeſt.— Philenor, I ima- 


gine, would bluth to admit them into his walks or a- 
venues, And I am ſorry to find them received into 


the moſt ancient F, moſt renowned, and molt fre- 
3 church in the kingdom. = | 

Talking in this manner, they come to 2 curious 
grove, formed on that uncommon plan, propoſed by 


Mr Addiſon, in one of his Spectators, —It conſiſted 


wholly of evergreens.s Firs, clad in verdant ſilver, 
, their n be and ſhot aloft their 


towerir 8 


AE | „Rer. iv. 7. 5 l 
' + Some tig vürhns trace back the origin of this den even 
to the reign of Lucius; which is more than the ſpace of 1500 


years. Others ſuppoſe, that Sebert, King of the Eift-Soxens, about 


the year of our LORD 605, built the tft religious ſtructure on 
this ſpot. All agree, that it was re edifed and en lerged by Eduard 


dane by Hoo II. 
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towering cones. Laurelt, arrayed in glofly green; 
ſpread their ample foliage, and threw abroad their 
rambling boughs. —Bay trees were expanded into a 
fan, that no weather could tarniſh ; or roùnded into 
a column, that knew not how to moulder. While the 
lauruſtinut ran out into a beautiful irregularity of 
thape z and compacted her reddening ems, in or- 
der to unfold her whitening bloom. — In one place 
lay a dale, gently finking, and coated with the cha- 
momile's natural frieze 3 which never changes its 
colour, never loſes its glofs. Near it, and ſcooped, 
you would imagine, ſrom the ſame hollow, aroſe a 
mount, ſoftly ſwelling, and ſhagged with furze ; gay 
with perennial verdure, and generally decked with 
golden bloſſoms. — Here you are led through a ſerpen- 
tine walk, and hedges of box; and find, perhaps, a 
. folitary pyramid or a capacious urn, each compoſed of 
wunfading yew. There you look through a ſtrait alley, 
fenced on either fide, and arched over head, with 


_ » mantling philzra ; and fee, at the extremity, an obe- 
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liſk ſheathed in ivy, and ornamented with its. ſable 
cluſters, as with wreaths of living ſculpture. —Scatter- 
ed up and down, were ſeveral ſorts of Holly; ſome 
firipped with white ; ſome ſpotted with yellow z ſome 
preparing to brighten and beautify the ſeene, wich 
berries of glowing fcarlet. 

The heads of the trees, ariſing one above another, 
in a gradual ſlope, from the diminutive mezereon to 
the lofty cypreſs; the ſeveral ſhadings of their green 
attire, greatly diverfified, and judicioufly intermixed ; 
afford, eſpecially in the winter-feaſon, a moſt entiven- 
ed and lovely proſpect —As the ſunſhine is, by the 
trequenters of this grove, uſually more coveted than 
the ſhade; it is ſo diſpoſed, as to admit, in one part 
or another, every gram: of fine weather, which anhila- 

rates the winter. 

Aßp. There muſt be fomething unſpeakatly pes 
ung in a plantation, which appears lively and fruitful 
when all its neighbours of the woodland race are bar- 
ren, bleak, or dead. But hen — more 1 

A 
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and delightful muſt it be, when decrepit age, or bo- . 
diiy infirmities, have impaired the vigour, and laid 
waſte the gratifications of our youthful prime, to find 
a ſolid undecaying pleaſure in the favour of GOD, and 
the hope of glory !-—Now indeed the feathered tribes 
reſort to the more flawing umbrage of the poplar and 
the aſh. But, amidſt December's cold, you ſhall ob- 
ſerve them forſaking the ſeaßeſt woods, and flocking | 
to this friendly receptacle; hopping acroſs the ſunny 
walks, or ſheltering themſelves, in the wet and ſtor- 
my day, under theſe fruſy boughs. So, the many 
thoughtleſ, creatures, who turn their back upon reli- 
gion, amidſt the ſoft and ſoothing eareſſes of profperi- 
ty, will want, extremely want, its ſovereign ſupports, 
under the ſharp and diſtreſſing aflaults of adverſity, 
ſickneſs, and death — I his collection, it is true, max 
not equal the groves of annual verdure, in floridity of 
dreſs; but it far exceeds them, in the duration of its 
ornaments. Ere long, yonder ſhewy branches will be 
ſtript of their holiday clothes: whereas theſe will re- 
tain their honours, when 7% are all rags, or naked - 
neſs. Thus will it be with every refuge for our poor, 
imperfect, ſinful ſouls ; excepting only the righteouſ- 
neſs of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Every thing 
elſe will fade as a leaf *. This, my Theron, and 
this alone is an evergreen; always free for our accept» 
ance, and always effectual to ſavda e. 
Ther. An evergreen it is. But, like the ruddy and 
inviting fruits, which hang on the uppermoſt boughs 
of thole lofty trees in the orchard, it ſeems to be 
guite out of my #eachi ll nn pe fun 5 


Aſp. Are you ſenſible, that you reed the immacu- 
late and perfect righteouſnefs of our SAVIOUR? _ 
Ther. Was Jonah fegfible, how much he needed 
the cooling ſhelter of his gourd, when the ſan ſmote 
fiercely upon his temples, and alt the fervours of the 
fiery ealt were glowing around him ?—So is your 
_ Theron ſenſible, that, without a far better 3 
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neſs than his own, he mult inevitably be condemned 
by the ſentence of the law, and cannot polkbly ſtand 
before the high and holy GOD. _ 

Aſp. Remember then, what our LORD ſays. to 
wich perſons; Come unto me, all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſi *, How praci- 
eu is the invitation? Come unto ME, the Father of 
ecompaſſions, and the Giver of every good gift —How 
extenſive as well as gracious! All that are weary +, 
toiling in a fruitleſs purſuit of happineſs, and ſpend- 
ing your laboar for that which fatisfieth not. All 
that are heavy leaden , oppreſſed with the ſervitude of 
fin, or bowed down under a load of miſery. — Theſe, 
all theſe are called; and you, my friend, in the num- 
ber — They have not a ticket, a bond, or ſome inferi- 
or pledge, to aſcertain their ſucceſs ; but they have a 
promiſe from faithfulneſs and truth itſelf. I will give 
you reſt, ſays the Strength of Iſrael; whoſe will is fate, 
and his word the baſis of the nerd — And if 
CHRIST will give you reſt, he will waſh you in that 
blood which atones, and inveſt” you with that righte- 
ouſneſs which juſtifies ; ſince nothing ſhort of theſe. 
mercies can afford any ſatisfaction to the guilty con- 
fcience, or true ſatis faction to the reſtleſs ſoul. — Per- 
mit me to aſk farther, Do you 3 deſire this 
| righteouſneſs ? 

Ther. Will yonder birelings, when fatigued wich 
the heat and burden of a long, laborious, ſultry day, 
*defire the ſhades of the evening, and the repoſe of the 
| night ?— ] can truly, on this occaſion, adopt the words 
of the prophet; The defire of my foul is to thy names, 
bleſſed FESUS, and to the remembrance of thy righte- 
ouſneſs. "The very mention of this ſpotleſs righteouſ- 
neſs is muſic to my ears. Every freſh, thouga diſtant 
diſcovery of it, gleams pleaſure upon my mind. And 
that would be a welcome day, a day greatly to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed, which * Wi it near to my view, 
n home to. me ſoul. . | 8 

A. 
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4. Say not then, my dear friend, that CHRIST. 
and the bleſſings of his purchaſe, are beyond your 
reach. They are now, even now at your door. You 
need not argue anxicufly and deſpondingly, Who ſhall 
aſcend into heaven, to bring dewn CHRIST from above; 
bor, who ſhall deſcend into the deep, to bring up CHRIST 
from beneath * ? There is no ſuch impoſſibility, no 
ſoch difficulty in the thing. CHRIST and his righ- 
teouſneſs, CHRIST and his ſalvation, are brought 
nig in the word of promiſe. And if thou ſhalt con- 

feſs with thy mouth the LORD FESUS, as dying on 
the croſs for thy redemption ; if thou /halt believe in 
thy heart, that G hath raiſed him from the dead for © 
thy juſtification, 2% ſhalt be ſaved f. In ſo doing, 
thou ſhalt receive remiſſion of fin, and power to with» 
fand its temptations. _ e . 
Fave you never, in your travels, been overtaken by 
the dark and tempeſtuous night? When chilled with 
the cold, and almoſt drowned in the rain, you arrived 
at the houſe of ſome valued friend, was you not willing 
JJ lo ooo 
Ther. Willing! I was deſirous, I was almoſt impa- 
tient; I thought every moment an hour, till the hoſ- 
pitable door opened; till I exchanged the diſmal 
gloom and the driving ſtorm, for the cheerful light 
and the amiable company within.“ „ 
Ap. The adored EM MANUEL profeſſes himſelf 
cegqually willing to come unto you. Behold! ſays the 

SAVIOUR of the world, J and at the door, and 


knock. If ary man hear my voice, and open the bon, 


1 will come in unto him, and will ſup with him, and he 
with ME *.,—Like one expoſed to all the inclemencies. 
of the air, whoſe head is filled with dew, and his locks 
with the drops of the night +, he is not only willing, but 
defirous to enter.— He ſtands at the door, with great 
long-ſuffering and perſeverance ;' till all obſtacles are 
removed, or rather till that one grand obſtacle is taken 
out of the way, unbelief,— He knocks, by the preach. 
Rp re cd, = 
rae Rom, x.-6, . | | I t Rom. x. 9. vs 
8 Rev. iii. 20. | - 4. $"< Vs 2s 
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ing of his word, and the -promiſe of his goſpel ;, like 


ong who ſolicits admiſſion, and will take no denial.—— 
Hear then his ſoliciting voice, and he will ſup with you ; 
will make his abode with you, will manifeſt his glories 


his promiſing word, and ye /hall fup with him; this 


in you, and communicate his 67 to you. lieve 


will be refrething to your diſtreſſed ſoul, as the moſt 
ſumptuous banquet to the famiſhed ſtomach and cra- 
ving appetite. | . 


Ther. I cannot open my heart. 


. CHRIST has the key of David. He openeth | 


and none can [hut ; be ſhutteth, ard none can open . 
HE is able to make all grace, not only to exiſt in you, 
but abound towards you 5. And, what is fill more 


5 he is profeſſedly the author and finiſber 


of our faith |, Since he has claimed this character 
to himſelf, ſince he has undertaken to execute this 
office, why ſhould we harbour the leaſt diſtruſt? Will 
HE not fulfil his own office, and act agreeably to his 
own character ? Be not, my dear Theron, be not faith» 
leſs, but believing. _ | NS 


Pier. This I believe. That I am a loſt finner; un- 
der the eurſe of the law, and liable to the wrath of 


GOD ; that there is no relief for my diſtreſs, but in 


_ CHRIST and his tranſcendent merits. HE, and HE 


alone, is able to ſave me from my guilt, and all its 


_ diſmal train of miſeries. He is a SAVIOUR fully 


proportioned to my wants; exactly ſuited to my feve- 


ral neceſſities. —I believe, and am perſuaded, that, if 
: was intereſted in the divine JESUS, my foul ſhould 
Ile. 3 | : 5 „ 8 2 — 
; 4. Be perſuaded likewiſe, that there is no clogging 
qualific 


ation, no worth to be poſſeſſed, no duty to be 
erformed, in order to your full participation of 
HRIST and his riches. Only believe, and they are 


all your own. CHRIST dwelleth in our hearts, — 


how? by legal works, and laborious prerequiſites ? 


No; but by faith *. He that believeth on the SON, 


bath 


th 8.7 Soni 
4 Heb. xii. 2. | * Eph. ili. 17. 


4 2 ” 
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zath—a chimerical? far from it; a real and a ſubſtan- 
tial happineſs ; even everlaſling life Þ. LE. 
Ther. Ah my Aſpaſſo! I cannot believe, I feel 
my impotency. My mind is, as you formerly hinted, 
like the withered arm. a Pa 
Ad. It is no ſmall advantage, Theron, to be convin- 
ced of our inability in this reſpect. This is, if not the 
beginning of faith, the ſign of its approach; and ſhews 
it to be, if not in the ſoul, yet at the very door.— — 
Fear not, my friend. He who bids you ſtretch out, 
will ſtrengthen the withered arm. He firſt makes us 
ſenſible of our weakneſs, and then fulfils all the good 
pleaſure of his will, and the work of faith with power 4 
Can you doubt of his willingneſs? Then go to 
mount Calvary. There liſten to the ſounding of bis 
bowels and of his mercies towards you H. Has not e- 


W ID * 


very drop of blood a tongue? Cannot you read a lan- 
guage in each ſtreaming wound, and hear a voice in 
every dying pang ? Do they not all ſpeak his infinite 
love even to wretched ſinners? Do they not all addreſs 
J you with that tender remonſtrance, © thou of little 
R faith, ubereſore doſt thou deubt | ? Nay, do they not 
all declare, with an energy ſuperior to the force of 
ö words, that he will deny you no manner of thing that 
| Who gave bis blood, aubat gift will be with-bold. | 
| Ther. I am aſhamed to recollect, what miſtaken no- 


tions I once entertained concerning the ea/ine/s of be- 
lieving ; as though it were to be performed, like the 
act of rifing from our ſeat, or ſtepping into a coach, 
by our own ſtrength, and at our own time. What a 
ſtranger was I then to the blindneſs of my underſtand- 
ing, and the hardneſs of my heart; to my bondage 
under belief, and averſeneſs to the way of ſalvation 
%% FArl To noe ooo Hen 
_ Aſp. Since you are ſenſible of your impotence, be- 
Ne Tu In no Cons ns 
John iii. 30. „„ 
If. Iii. 18. | I Matth. xiv. 3. " 
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ware of the contrary extreme. Becauſe you cannots 
by your own ſtrength, exerciſe faith, let not this oc- 
caſion a tame reſignation of yourſelf to infidelity, You 
_ muſt endeavour, diligently endeavour, to believe; and 
wait, and pray for the divine SPIRIT. Though it 
is his office to teſtify of CHRIST, and bring near the 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs * ; yet his influences are 
not to ſupercede, but to encourage our own efforts — 
Wark out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling 
here is our duty. For it is GOD that worketh in you 


ot) to will and to do ; here is our encouragement, 


and O waat a glorious enceuragement, to have the 
arm of Omnipotence ſtretched out, for our ſupport and 
our ſuccour! 

Ther, How, or in 1 manner, does the 4 | 
SPIRIT work faith in the heart of a ſinner? You 
wonder, perhaps, that I aſk ſuch a queſtion, But my 
apprehenſions are ſtrangely dull, and my views very 


dim, with regard to ſpiritual things. If in this ref. | 


pect I have any ſight, it is like his, who /aw men as 
| trees walking ; ſaw theſe ſeveral objects, but ſo ob - 
3 ſcurely, ſo confuſedly, that he could not diſtinguiſh one 

from the other, only by the circumſtance of motion, 
AD. The moſt enlightened minds ſee only in part; 
and all have reaſon to make the blind beggar's ſuppli- 
cation their own requeſt ; LORD, that I may receive 
my fight! — The operation of the HOLY SPIRIT in 
45 eee mn,” is thus deſcribed by a maſter in J 
rael : he divine SPIRIT brings CHRIST and his 
& righteouſneſs nigh unto us in the promiſe of the 
, ooſpel ; clearing at the ſame time our right and 
« warrant to intermeddle with all, without fear of vi- 
« tious intromiſſion; encouraging and enabling to a 
* meaſure of confident application, and taking home 
& all to ourſelves, freely, without money, an with 

& out price.“ 
Lou was once, 7. heron, a zealous ade eie ts good 
works. Now you ſeem to have abandoned your cli- 
Ents. Remember, my dear friend, what our LORD 
FESUS 
g If. xlvi. 1. 1 Phi, ii. 1, I 3 


hy. 


2s love to CHRIST, love of the brethren, or purity of heart —-No- 
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all works moſt acceptable and moſt honourable to the 


divine MAJESTY, that you believe on him whom he 
bath ſent. Roo Op ene ce EE Bag ns ds 


Ther. The true belief, according to your notion, 
Aſpaſio, is ſo refined and exalted a virtue, that I ve= _ 
ry much queſtion, whether I [hall ever be able to at- 


Aßb. If you are unable to attain it, is the LORD 


unable to give it? Our ſufficiency for this and every 


good work, is not in ourſelves, but in GOD. — And 


to him difficulties are eaſy. Before him mountains 
are a plain.— Vou will pleaſe to remember, that fin- 
ners are ſaid to believe, not through their own ability, 


but through the power of grace. And you will per- 
mit me to alk, how you became acquainted with my 


notion of fait? 


- Ther. I am not ſo inattentive a reader of your let - 
ters, as to forget your definition of this momentous 


article. Faith, you fay, is a real perſuaſion +, that 


ce the bleſſed FESUS has ſhed his blood for me, and 


6“ fulfilled all righteouſneſs in my lead : that, through 


« this great atonement and glorions obedience, he 
«© has purchaſed even for y ſinful ſoul, reconciliation 
« with GOD, ſanctifying grace, and al ſpiritual bleſs 


&« ſings 1“ 46 : 
' * John vi. 29. ; | ons 


+ Budevs and Stephens derive the original word from rereray, 
he is perſuaded : and, I think, very properly; for whatever we 
believe, of that we have a real perſuaſion. —The latter moſt accu- 

rate and maſterly critic gives this interpretation of pig. Perſuaſu 
certa, quam in nobis efficit Spiritus Sanctus, de ſalute in Chriſto pro- 
miſſa, quam ſibi-quiſque credends applicat. To corroborate which ex: 
poſition, he adds; Hac etiam in Hg nificatione nomen fidei a" theologie 


Latinis receptum fuit. 


'  þ Sce Letter X. Here is, it mult be acknowledged, a tatal omiſ. | | 
fron of all preparatory or rather impulſive diſpoſitions ; ſuch as on- 
viction of fin, and hungering after ſalvation.— Here is likewiſe a 


total ſulence concerning all cauſes, inſkrumer tal or efficient, ſuch as 


the power, of the divine WORD, and the agency of the divine 
SPIRIT.—No mention is made of the fruits or concomitants; ſuch 


Vol. . thin 8 5 
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Asp. I am obliged to yon, Theron, for the honour 
you do my letter; and I hope, you will pay an equal 
regard to the determination of our, church. You once 
_ apprehended, that my attachment to the church of En. 
gland was untettled and e of Judge now, who 
nas moſt thoroughly imbibed her dectrines, and is 
moſt invariably tenacious of her true intereſts.— In the 
firſt part of-the homily concerning the ſacrament, we 
have this definition of faith; * It is a belief, not on. 
ly that the death of CHRIST is available for the 
« remiſſion of fins, and reconciliation with GOD, but 
« alſo that he made a ſull and ſufficient, ſacrifice for 
ebe, a perfect cleanſing. for thy fins .““ 

My notion of faith, you ſee, is evidently the voice 
of the eſtabliſhment z and I think it gives us a clear 
intelligible ſenſe, ſuited to the molt common acceptation 
of the word ; ſuch as would naturally ariſe in the mind 
of a ſtranger, who, without any bias on his judgment 
mould inquire into the purport of our gen or CON. 

fider the language of our Bible. 

Dyer. How ſuited to the moſt common ac: eptatio 
of the world? = 

Aßp. When you ſent a meſſage to your tenant,— 
__ in his laſt ſickneſs, expreſſed ſo much uneaſineſs 
on account of his numerous family, and embarraſſed 
_ circumſtances, — aſſuring him, that you had cancelled 
the bond, and forgiven his debt; when you told the 
- Poor womas.-whets huſband fell from the loaded 
waggon, and broke both his legs,—that you would 
order a ſurgeon to attend him, and would continue 
his weekly pay: bow did they regard, how receive 
your procaiſed kindneſs ?, So let us credit the gracious | 
declarations of our GOD ; % _ his faithful pro- 

miſe; 
thing i is exhibited to view, but the form and ence of Yaith 3 or 
that particular act, which characterizes and confticutes real faith ; 
which diſtinguiſhes it from the hypocritical pretenſion, and the bil 
torical notion. —This ſimple view is given, that the mind may fix 
| whos the grand point, ard not be embarraſſed. with a multiplicity 
ef ideas. 


hh, Apfwerndle to this, was the doctrine of the primitive church; | 
Hf Tir iQ 194079 er134 Toy Se. cunrsO. * i 


— 
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miſe; and then we ſhall anſwer the import of the words 


—then we ſhall truly believe. 

- Ther; Where is there, in ſcripture, any thing pa- 
rallel or ſimilar to theſe inſtances? 
' Afp.' Have you never read the words of Micah; 5 
Who ic a GOD like unto thee, that pardoneth ' iniquity, 
and paſſeth by tranſs = on | ? Here is the gracious de- 
claration. He will turn again; he will have compaſſi en 
upon ut; he will ſubdue 75 iniquities 1. Here is the 
faithful promiſe. —And why, my friend, why ſhould 
we pay leſs credit to the ever living JEHOVAH;, than 
to a man * whoſe breath is in his noſtrils?“ Is there 


treachery with the HOLY ONE of Iſael? Does the 


LORD make, and then violate-kis promiſe ? „ Aſk 


Wc now of the days that are paſt, aſk from the one ſide 
1 of heaven unto the other, whether ſuch whores. i 
% hath ever been??? 


Ther. GOD has never violated ibis: promlſh,* when | 


it was expreſsly made, and particularly applied. But, 
in this circumſtance, there is wide difference between 


the caſe of your friend, and the caſe of his poor peo - 
ple. I named the object of my compaſſion in one of 
the inſtances, and made a perſonal application in the 
other. ko gmaven of which is done in the ſcriptures, -- 

Aſp. Though we are not particularly named, yet 


we are very exactly deſcribed, by our /amily, our in- 


elination, our practice. — What ſays eternal Wiſdom, 


when ſhe makes a tender of her ineſtimable bleſſings? 
To you, O men, not to fallen angels, I call; and my 
voice is, not to this man or that man excluſively, but 
to the fons of men indefinitely *, —What ſays the holy 
apoſtle, when he publiſhes the connſels of heaven? 


This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 


that CHRIST FESUS came into the world to ſave 
the upright? the unblameable? Was this the caſe, 


our hopes would be covered with a cloud; or rather, 
totally and finally woe But ſee! they are clear 
as the light, and con 


Si 1 he 
| Mie. vii. 18. | ll Mie. 1 vii. 19. 3 9 Prov. viii. 4. 
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he came (cheering, charming word 1) he came to ſave 
- fenners f. 
Conſonant to all which, is the F of ano- 
ther ſacred envoy. He, the PRINCE of peace, the 
MONARCH of the univerſe, fufered—for whom? 
They, in whoſe behalf this marchleſs ranſom was paid, 
muſt have an undeniable right to look upon redemp- 
tion as their own. And bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be 
GOD, it is moſt mee ſaid, he ſuffered Jour the 
mnjnſt *. | 
That no, vat; of our character might be omitted, 

| and no ſort of our miſery paſs unrelieved, it 1s farther 
declared, When we were without ſirength, CHRIST 
died for the ungodly f. When we were ungodly, and 
conſidered only as ungodly creatures; neither poſſeſ- 
ed of any thing amiable, nor having the leaſt ability 
to acquire it; nay, when we were chargeable with 
Horrid guilt, and incapable of expiating a ſingle of- 
fence ; then, even then CHRIST died, and = ſuch 
abominable wretches he died. —Are we: not of the ha- 
man family? Are we not unjuſi | towards our fellow- 


creatures, and ungodly towards our great CREATOR ? 


1 fallen n 


Axe we not, in all relations and in every reſpect, /in- 
ners? If we are, (and, upon theſe queſtions, incre- 
_ dulity itſelf will ſcarce demur,) let us not frowardly 
reject, rather let us thankfully receive thoſe ſpiritual 
treafures, which, by virtue of the afore-cited con- 
veyance, belong to ſuch people; which, by ſeveral o- 
ther clauſes in the will and teſtament of our cruci- 
fied LORD, evidegtly devolve to ſuch perſons. 

Ther. It is poll, Ajſpaſio! Can we be warranted 
and encouraged'to receive theſe treaſures, in a capa- 
city and under a denomination, which I ſhould think 
more likely to exclude us, difinberit us, and Over 
throw all our pretenfions? _- 
Aſp. This may ſeem ſtrange, but it is true. All the 
Vleſlings of the gap proceed upon a ſuppoſition of 
| finfulnets 


"1 Tim. l. 15. * x Pet. ili. 18. + Rom. v. 6. 
4 He is unjuſt towards his neighbour, who neglects to love his 
neighbour as himſelf. And if ons is the ſtandard, who has not 


} 


D I A. LO GU E XVI. 34. 
| Gofulneſs. bf CHRIST is made awiſdom unto his people; 
but what occaſion for the acceſſion of wiſdom, unleſs 
it be in the caſe of 1 N and folly? CHRIST is 
made rigbteouſneſi: ; but who can ſtand in need of a 
juſtifying righteouſneſs, if they are not in themſelves 
unprofitable and guilty? CHRIST is made ſandiifica- 
tion; and does not this imply a ſtate of corruption to 
be remedied, a.body of fin to be deſtroyed? CHRIST 
is made redemption ; and from what are perſons re- 
deemed, but from chains and bondage, from miſery 
and ruin, from all manner of evil? 
It is alſo a moſt precious and invaluable truth; ſuch 
as I would hold faſt, and never, never let go. When | 
I ſearch for my own endowments, I find nothing that 
I dare venture to plead ; being in my beſt moments, 
and amidſt my choiceſt duties, a finner” As this is, 
at all times, my undoubted character, I have at all 
times an undoubted warrant to ſay, The uncreated 
WISDOM calleth me; the bleſſed .FESUS came to 
| fave me ; the great MESSIAH ſuffered death fer me. 
Let me illuſtrate the point.— Romulus, you know, 
the founder of the Roman empire, was a poor prince; 
had but a handful of ſubjects, and very ſcanty terri- 
tories, What expedient could he deviſe, to enlarge 
the boundaries'of the one, and augment the number 
of the other? He iſſued a proclamation, addreſſed to 
outlaws and criminals ; all that were involved in debt, 
or obnoxious to puniſhment ; promiſing, that as ma- 
ny as would ſettle under his dominion, ſhould be ſe- 
- cured from proſecution, and veſted with conſiderable 
privileges — We will ſuppoſe a perſon in thoſe diſtreſ- 
ſed circumſtances, Upon hearing the welcome invi- 
tation, he hangs down his head, and, with a dejec- 
ted air, cries, „I am a debter, Iam a criminal, and 
therefore unworthy of the royal protection.“ What 
anſwer ſhould be made to fuch a diſpirited complain - 
er? Make the ſame to yourſelf, whenever you are in- 
_clined to renew the preſent objections.— Remember- 
ing, that the infinite and eternal SOVEREIGN, to 
dilplay the N of his majeſty, and manitelt 


Fro the 
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the riches of his roodneſs, has commillicncd his am- 
baſſadors to obliſh in every nation under heaven, 
& That all unhappy ſinners, who are oppreſſed by the 
et devil and li able. to damnation, may come to 
* CHRIST, and rely on CHRIST; may, in this 
c manner, obtain pardon, righteouſneſs, and all the 
« privileges of children.“ 

Tber. At this rate, the vie miſcreants huve as 
clear, nay have the very ſame warrant to believe in 
CHRIST, and receive his ſalvation, as the higheſt 

faints. | 

Aſp. The very Fa In this reſpect there is no 1 
difference. All have ſinned, and muſt ſue for ſpiri - 
tual bleſſings, not as deſerving, but as guiliy creatures ; 
muſt receive them, not as the recompenſe of their 
own worth, but as the ifſues of infinite mercy.—- 
The vileſt miſcreants are blinded by the devil, and 
enſlaved to their luſts. Therefore they ſee no beau- 
ty in a SAVIOUR, that they ſhould defire him. 
Whereas, when the divine SPIRIT opens their eyes, 
and inclines their hearts, they diſcover and make uſe 
of juſt the ſame right to CHRIST and his merit, as 
the higheſt ſaints :; A right founded, not on their a- 
wakened defires, not on any thing in themſelves, but 
purely, ſolely, entirely on the free grant of a SA vi. 
OUR. 

Should you aſk the bigheſt ſaints, On what their 
Hopes are grounded? This, or ſomething to this ef- 
fect, would be their reply :—* On the free exhibi- 
« tion of CHRIST and his ſalvation, recorded in the 
« word of truth. There we find it written, 7o you, 
„ though Gentiles and idolaters, I preached the re * 
 « miſſion of fins*. The promiſe is to you, even to you, 
* qvhoſe wicked bands hone crucified and ſlain the LORD 

« of life« and not to you only, but to all that are afar 
. off, even as: many as the LORD eur GOD, by the 

46 e of his everlaſting goſpel, Hal call f. We 

6 remember, 
* AQ xiii, 38. 


4 Aft ii. 35. Exgimin the ſage manner, as he called yg to 
whom 
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t remember, Theron, though you ſeem to have for- 
1 gotten, the wretched outcalt, polluted in its blood, 
« yet accepted by the HOLY ONE of J/-ael. We 
« remember the heavenly gifts, received by the tris 
% umphant REDEEMER, for enemies, and for the 
©. rebellions, Nor can we eaſily forget the promiſe of 
« forgiveneſs which was made, and the blefling of 
1 forgiveneſs which was vouchſafed, even to the 
« murderers of the LORD of glory #”” 
Ther. This is a pleaſing ſuppoſition. But it would 
be more ſatisfactory, if you ſhould produce any of the 
ſaiats ſpeaking in this manner. 
« Aſp. Iſaiab, you will allow, was a ſaint of no in- 
ferior rank. Vet he breathes the ſpirit I am deſeri- 


bing, and acts the part I am vindicating. Turn to 


that epitome of the goſpel, his y third chapter. 
There you may obſerve him claiming a ſhare in the 
greateſt of all privileges, ſalvation through the blood 
of CHRIST. How does he advance and maintain 
dis claim? Not in the capacity of a /an#@ified, but un- 
der the character of a ſinful perſon, Theſe are his 
words; The LORD had laid on him, on his Son 7E. 
"SUS CHRIST, the iniquity of us all f. Of me, and 
of my brethren in piety, does he mean? No; but of 
me, and of my fellow tranſgreſſors. This is evident» 
ly implied in the clauſe I have quoted. In the pre- 
eeding part of the verſe, the prophet explains him. 
ſelf, and leaves no room for heſitation. All ue, like 
ſheep, have gone aſtray; we have turned every one to his © 
own ways; yet our tranſgreſſions, our iniquities, the 
'GOD of all mercy has transferred from us, and 
charged upon our REDEEMER.—As the vileſt miſe 

creants are indiſpenſably obliged to confeſs the for- 
whom Peter ſpake : which evidently means, not the inward effica - 
cjous call, wrought by the SPIRIT; but the out ward call, deliver. 
ed in the word. Otherwiſe, we muſt ſuppoſe, every individual per- 

ſou in this promiſcuous aſſembly, to be favingly changed ; which 
will hardly be credited by thoſe, who remember, that the congre- 
gation conſiſted of mockers, murderers, and fingers 
* Referring to Dialogue XV. e e Do JOU. 
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mer, * have a free and full right t to profeſs, to af. 
ſert, and to believe the latter. 


At this you may probably wonder ; at this we ought 


all to wonder; this is that amazingly-rich grace, | 


which will be the wonder of ſaints and angels thro' 
a boundleſs eternity. —Yet, though we wonder, let us 
not murmur. Let not the elder brother repine, be- 
canſe the young prodigal enters at the ſame door, and 
is admitted to the ſame table with himſelf. 

Lo this teſtimony of the ſaints, ſhall I add the Yo. 
ciſion of their King? GOD fo loved the world, even 
the fallen, the wicked, the apoſtate world, hat, in 
the fulneſs of time, he gave his only begotten-SON *, 
to bring in a perfect righteouſneſs, and obtain eter- 
nal redemption. And he (tili gives him, with all his 
ſaving benefits, in the promiſe of the goſpel. 

- Ther. Does this general gift warrant a ſinner to 
make a particular application of all to himſelf? 
.* Aſp. It warrants, it demands, and in other in- 


ſtances obtains, a particular application. When Fo. | 
nah, in purſuance of the divine command, cried and | 


| faid, Yet forty days, and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown ; 
here was no particular mention of inan woman, or 
child. Neither the king, nor the nobles, nor the 
commons were ſpecified, Much leſs was each and 
every inhabitant threatened by name. Nevertheleſs, 
this general denunciation alarmed them all; was in- 
- -Avential on them all. Inſomuch that the people of Ni. 
zeveh ag GOD, and proclaimed a faſt, and put on 
fackcloth, from the greateſt of them even ts the leaſt F— 
They en hence we learn the true nature of be- 
lieving;“ GOD ſpeaks to ze + and what he ſpeaks, 
„„ he will perform ;** is its genuine proſeſſion. Hence 


we likewiſe diſcover, who they are which ought in 
this manner to apply the general word; All, T0 the || 


Itaſi even unto the greateſt, believed. 
Ther. The caſe is not parallel, Aſpaſto. This was 
a denunciation of vengeance, not a promiſe of grace. 
Ap. And can you ſuppoſe, that GOD is more li- 

| | beral 

John iii. 16. t Jonah lil. . 
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beral of vengeance, than he is communicative of 
grace? Vengeance is his ſtrange work, but in mercy 
and loving kindnefs he delighteth.— Are we bound to 
believe and apply his dreadful threatenings ? not al- 
lowed to believe and apply his precious promiſes ? 
Surely, the LOR D's ways are not ſo unequal.— 
When the law ſays, Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things * ; ſhould not every hearer take this 
to himfelf, and ſubmit to the ſentence of juſt condem- 
nation? When the goſpel ſays, HE came to ſave that 
which was left ; ſhould not every hearer take this 
alſo to himſelf, and embrace the tender of free ſalvation? 

However, if you diſlike my inſtance, I will give you 
another; which is not of the vindictive, but of the 
beneficent kind. —- When the manna made its firſt ap- 
pearance in the wilderneſs ; when the 1ſraclites knew, 
neither what it was, nor from whom intended; both 
theſe - particulars were explained dy Moſes : This 
is the bread which the LORD hath given you to cat . No 
mention is made of any individual perſon. Vet the 
whole congregation looked upon this as an undoubted 
permiſſion, both for themſelves and their children, to 
gather, to fetch home, and to uſe the miraculous food. 
And here, Theron, here lyes the principle difference 
between the vile mifcreant, and the exalted faint ; not 
that the one was originally better than the other, not 
that the one has a clearer grant of CHRIST than the 
other; but the latter has gathered the heavenly man- 
na, and uſes it to his unſpeakable advantage. Where- 
as it lyes round about the tents of the former; and 
Whoever will, may take, may eat, and his foul ſhall live, 
Ter. GOD gave the manna to all the [/raclites, 
both good and bad. But does he give CHRIST witch 
%% 
Ap. Our LORD himſelf alluding to this very mi- 
racle, vouchfafes you an anſwer: My FATHER piveth 
you the true bread from heaven. My FATHER giveth. 
you his incarnate SIN, and his divinely-excellent - 
Sg RT OS Eo EET  Þ 
Gal. iii 10, 1 Matth. xviii. 11. 
I 4} Exod. Xvi. 18. John vi. 32, | 


. 


came down from the regions of heaven; and bread 


in the free indefinite grant of his word : without which 


emptory ? That ſuch a grant ſhould be made to belie- | 


inherit the bleſſing: becauſe all men are, by the de- 


* 6 


ven; not to us, who were antecedently children of 


tbe ſhadow of death +. — What ſaith GOD the LORD? 
| he that created the heavens, and ſtretched them out ? 

1 will give thee, —_— his beloved SON, for: a co- 
_ venant ; it is not ſaid, © 4 


perly ſpoke, the moſt abandoned ſinners.— That we 
terms, and ſee the true extent of this gift, it is added, A 


be priſoners from the priſon t. Miſerable and guilty 7 


— 
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righteouſneſs.” Theſe are bread indeed; bread, which 


; ww Sw fd 


which nouriſheth the ſoul for the joys of heaven, — 
This my ' FATHER giveth yen, though not in actual 
poſſeſſion, yet in right to poſſeſs. This he giveth: you, 


ak 


grant, any attempt to poſſeſs, even in the moſt up. 
right of men, would be illegal and preſumptuous; by 
virtue of which grant, even the poor finner has an 
unqueſtionable warrant to receive and poſſeſs the rich. 
es of CHRIST. VVT 

Ter. Unqueſ/iionable ! is not this expreſſion too per- 


vers, I can eaſily conceive, But is it made to ſinners, 
—to any ſinners, — to the molt abandoned ſinners? MF 
' Aſp. Yes, Theron, to ſinners And when ſinners 
receive the grant, then they commence believers.— | 
Was it made' to believers only, no man living would 


as it A co es @ ®% #8 ir im 4&4 vw 4 ©any = 


pravity and impotence of their nature, originally con- 
cluded under fin and unbelief. e 
What ſaid our LORD? My Father giveth 5% 
that is, the people who ſtood around, and heard his 
333 voice: many of whom were in a carnal ſtate 

abitually, and even then were in a murmuring wicked 


frame *.—What ſays his prophet : To us a Son is gi- 


the light; but who walketh in darkneſs, and dwelt in _ 


4 ew wy er wr wr —_—— 


om 


believers, but / the people; it 
is not ſaid, of ne creatures, but of the Gentiles * who i 
were the vileſt of all creatures, or, as you have pro- 


= fy * 


"Th ol Y 
CORSET, 


may under and more clearly the fignification of theſe 
I will give thee 10 open the blind eyes, and to bring out 
EF 1 | wretches, yy | 

John vi. 26, 47. F II. ix. 2, | t If. alii. 6, 7. | 
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wretches, blinded by the devil, and enſlaved to their 
d luſts; theſe are the patentees in the heavenly grant. 
x To theſe the great SURETY is given, together with 
all the benefits of his covenant. 
th Here then the grant and the gift are mentioned; 
> the perſons for whom they are deſigned, are ſpecified, 
| and expreſsly named. They are ſinners ; blinded and 
by BY c2/aved finners ; or, if there be any other more ob- 
) WE noxious ſort, they are all comprehended in this one 
h words, Gentiles, Only allow theſe texts to be true; 
only allow the divine ſpeaker to be ſincere and faith- 


4 ful; then we may boldly affirm, that any that every 


lie. poor ſinner is authoriſed to ſay, ** GOD gives me his 
_ nl SON, to be my covenant-ſurety. I take him at 
c his word. The SURETY and all his merits are 
bh 1 « mine. Divinely - rich bounty! O, let us not re- 
fuaſe what, on this conſideration, the unerring SPI. 


ald ; KRI calls our own mercy T. Let us adore the benefi- 
de. cence of our GOD ; let us believe his promiſing 
word; and, in this ſweet, this eaſy manner, obtain 


whoa both preſent and final ſalvation. „ f : 
„; 75er. Let me recollect: CHRIS is given for the 


his world, the apoſtate world, to believe on: — CHRIST 
bas died, not for the righteous, but for the ungodly: 
ed —C#RIST came in the fleſh to fave ſinners, even the 
W chief of finners. — Well, ee if theſe things are 
Bog true, (and how can they be otherwiſe? ſince they are 
„che expreſs doctrine of ſcripture,) it is pity, but they 
D? {vere more generally known. For my part, I muſt 
ut? confeſs, they are not only new, but ſtrange to me. 
| Though I have read them in the Bible, yet when 1 


co. © have N 
it eme to conſider them, and compare them with what 
it 


11 0 paſſes in my breaſt, I find they are quite contrary to : 
my uſual ways of thinking. n 


1 4 Ab. You remind me of a valuable perſon, 3 
heſe 45 I once number ed among my acquaintance, and whoſe 
led. ay of thinking was ſomewhat ſimilar to your own. 
‚ 5 Will you give me leave to relate his caſe? 
ty Ter. Moſt gladly. It will be ſome kind of conſo- 
hes V lation 
9 "ny + Jonah ii. 8, wy, 
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lation to hear, that others have laboured under the 
ſame difficulties with myſelf, and been ſubje& to the 
ſame diftrefſes, If I am informed of their de/iverance 
from thaſe diſtreſſes, it will be like ſhewing me an 
oe door, for effecking my own eſcape. If I am 
lixewife acquainted with the manner of their deliver. 
_ this will fucuiſh me with a clue to guide my 
eps, | 


lence and ſupineneſi, into a ſerious concern for his e. 
ternal welfare. Convinced of his depraved nature and 


aggravated guilt, he had recourſe to the ſcriptures, | 
and to frequent prayer, He attended the ordinances [ 
of Chriſtianity, and ſought earneſtly for an ured in. 
tere in CHRIST ; but found no ſtedfaſt faith; and 
| taſted very little comfort. At length, he applied to 


an eminent divine, and laid open the ſtate of his heart. 
Short, bur welghty, was the anſwer he received, «I 
« perceive, Sir, the cauſe of all your diſtreſs. You 
« do not, you will not, come to CHRIST as a ſinner, 
6 This miſtake ſtands between your ſoul and the joy 


« of religion. 'This detains you in the = of bitter. | 


« neſs; and take heed, O! take heed, leſt it conſign 
you over to the bond of iniquity !” This admoni- 


tion never departed from the gentleman's mind ; and B 
it became a happy means of removing the obſtructions 


to his peace. | * 
Remember this little hiſtory, Theron; and may it 
prove as efficacious for your good, as it is pertinent 
to your circumſtances! Remember, that the free 
grant of CHRIST, made in the word of truth, and 
addreſſed to ſinners of mankind, is the only baſis and 
rround-work of faith. An apoſile, after all the la- 
— of his exemplary life, can have no better. And 
a Magdalene or a Manaſſth, as a motive and encou- 
ragement for their turning to the LORD, have the 
very lame. | | | Ea rs | 
But we digreſs from the principal ſubjet. Since you 
diſapprove my account of faith, I ok deſire you to 
favour me with a deſcription, more correct and unex- 
8 . fp. . aoproteble. 


Bs 


= 3 9 
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P. This perſon was rouſed from a habit of indo. | 
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the ceptionable, For, as you jultly obſerved, this is a 
he very momentous article. Is not CH{RIST the ſource 
nee of all ſpiritual good, and faith the main channel of 
an 


coiveyance ? burely then it ſhould be made and kept 


am as clear as poſſible, Is not CHRIST the foundation of 
er. all true godlineſs, and faith the maſter- arch in this ſa- 
my cred ſtructure ? Surely then it ſhould be raiſed and 


turned with the utmoſt care, 


e. Ther. Paſæmon's account '» this — Faith, he ſays, is 
nd BY a firm perſuaſion, that FESUS CHRIST has ſhed his 
es, blood and fulfilled all righteouſneſs ; has ſuſtained the 


puniſhment due to ſin and obtained full reconcilia- 


: tion with GOD : that all this grace, and each of 
ind theſe benefits, are free,” perfectly free; for you, for 
to me, for others. In conſequence of this perſuaſion, 
wrt, the ſinner flies to CHRIST, comes to CHRIST, and 
KI truſts in CHRIST for his own ſalvation, 


Aſp. 1 have the higheſt 4 a for Palæmen's judg- 
ment; and I cannot but think, my opinion is confirm - 
ed even by his —The a& of ching to CHRIST is an 
| appropriating act. It implies an intention to get out 


In of danger; it implies a diſcovery of CHRIST as the 
ni- appointed ſafety ; and conſiſts in making uſe of him 
and as ſuch. How can this be done, but by a perſuaſion 
ons 


that he /s mine] that his ſufferings were in my Read, 
and that his death is y ſafeguard? —What is meant 

| by coming to CHRIST, we may learn from Jeremiah. 
Behold ! wwe come wnto thee, for thou art the LRD cur 


ree WE GOD *. Coming, you ſee, includes a real perſuaſion 
and that the LORD is aur GID. While we are wholly 
and deſtitute of this perſuaſion, we ſtand at a diſtance, 
la- and our fouls are afar off. We are never brought 


nigh ; we never come in the prophet's ſenſe ; till we 
are taught to ſay, each one for himſelf, Thou art be 
LORD my GOD —The act of trufting in CHRIST is 
much of the ſame nature. It preſuppoſes, that CHRIST 
is the truſtee of the covenant of grace; it proceeds 
5 VV 5 po 
5 Jer. . 22. 1 
Vor. II. 88 
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upon a conviction of his faithſulneſs in executi; ng the 
office; and it is a ſolemn ſurrender or giving ap the 


whole affair of our ſalvation into his hand ; giving it 


up, not in uncertainty of ſucceſs; (this wonld be miſ- 


truſting, rather than truſting, ) but with a certainty, in 


| ſome meaſure, ſuitable to the fidelity and ability of 


HIM, with whom we have to do. 


If you ſtill are doubtful, whether any ſuch perſua- 1 


ſion is implied in truſting, let us chuſe a referee. 


J. et us carry our controverſy to the king of Iſtael. 
Inqu tre of David, why he truſts in the LORD, and 
what he means by truſting! To both theſe i inquiries | 
he anſwers diſtinctly and fully. “ The LAIRD is my 
% High tower, my field, and he in whom I truſt f. He 
« j;—he is y thield;—of this I am perſuaded, and 

&« Zberefore I truſt in dim: or this I a and, in 


| « f doing, I truſt on him.?! 


Ther. There is an air of aſſurance 54 in your repreſen» Ti 
tation of faith; which ſounds harth in my ear, and ap- 
- pears preſumptuous i in my eye. It is as if people pre · 
tended to know their ſeat 1 in heaven, before the Judge 


ment - day. 


Aſp. The Papiſts, I own, take great 1 at this 
expreſſion, and utterly explode this doctrine. But 


they are no infallible guides for us to follow; neither 


are they very inviting patterns for us to imitate. Yon 
and I, Theron, cannot be offended at the expreſſion or 
the doctrine, if we recollect what we have been taught 

in the firſt Rage of life, and what is profeſſed in the 
laſt ſcene of mortality, We are taught, even from 


our infancy, that the facrament of the LORD's ſup- 


per, is not only a ſign of ſpiritual grace, but a pledge i 
to aſure us thereof. At the interment of the dead, 
ve profeſs our ſure and certain hope of a reſurrection 


to eternal life. That this is always applied, with due 


propriety, in our burial ſervice, I will not venture 
to aſſert 3 that it ſufficiently countenances my ſenti · 
ments, none will undertake to deny. And if this 
cCountenances, the 88 authoriſes them, when he 

addreſſes 
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addreſſes us with this very remarkable exhortation; 
Having 17 K brethren, boldueſs to enter into the 
 holieft by the blood of FESUS, let vs draw near with a. 
true heart in full aſſurance / faith; with a firm per- 
fuaſion of JO} with a certain expectation of 


7 ſucceſs. 


 _ However, if you diſlike the word aſſurance, we will 
755 change it for the more ſoftened, and more modeſtly- 

5 2 term, appropriation. 

yer. You change it for a more ſoftened, not for a 
more intelligible term. I muſt defire to know, what 

you mean by the word appropriation. 
Aſp To appropriate, in the theological ſenſe, is to 

N take home the grace of GOD, which lies in the com- 


mon indefinite grant of the goſpel. Is CHRIST the 


treaſure hid in the fiæald? To appropriate this treaſure, 
is to receive and uſe it as our own portion. Is CHRIS 


tbe balm of Gilead, full of ſaving health ? To appro- 


— depraved ereatures ſanRification. 


| priate this balm, is to take and apply it for the reco- 
very of our own fouls. And without ſuch an appro- 
priation, how can we either be enriched * the tors 
mer, or healed by the latter? 
Let me farther explain my meaning, and exemplify | 
the poſition, by conſidering CHRIST in his ſeveral 
| offices —CHRIST,. as a Prieſt, is made to guilty 
creatures righteouſneſs. When we appropriate the 
grace of our great HIGH PRIEST, this is the lan- 
| guage of our hearts, In the LORD have I righteouſ- 
neſs . — CHRIST, as a Prophet, is made to ignorant 
ereatures wiſdom. When we appropriate the benefits 
of our unerring PROPHET, this is the perſuaſion of 
our ſouls, Though I fit in darkneſs, tha LYR D will be 
a light unto me F, —CHRIST, as a king, is made unto 
When we appro- 
_ priate the munificence of our almighty KING, this is 
our comfortable truſt, The LORD will deliver me from- 
every evil work . 
This! is what I mean aby appropriation. —That ſome- 


| thing 
. * 24. + Mic. vii. Y 12 Tim, ! iv. 19. 
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thing of this kind is included in the eſſence of faith, 
is the ſentiment I would maintain, — Which ſentiment 
might be confirmed, if ſuch confirmation were de- 
manded, by a multitude of the moſt- illuſtrious wit- - 
neſſes; witneſſes ſo illuſtrious, that they were a bleſ- 
ſing to the world, and an honour to human nature; ſo. 
numerous, that, without giving an abſtract of their 
teſtimonies, it might ſeem tedious only to recite their 


names |. 


Ther, I will diſpenſe with your recital. of their 
names, only let me have a ſpecimen of their teſtimo-. 
nies. 3 es ü en cows 
Ab. Firſt, then, let me preſent you with Dr Owen; 

than whom England has produced few writers, either 
more judicious or more devout. «4 Faith,” he tells 
us in his catechi/m, © is a gracious reſting upon the 


„ free promiſes of GOD in JESUS CHRIST for 


A 


„ mercy, with a firm porſugfian of heart, that COD. | 


S If the reader ſhould inquire after their names, he will find 
ſome of them enumerated in the following eatalogue. ' Luther, Cal- 
vin, Melancthon, Beza, Bullinger, Bucer, Knox, Craig, Melvil, 

Bruce, Davidſon, Forbes, &e.—Urſinus, Zanchius, Junius, Piſcaior, 
Noliock, Da neus, Wendelinus, Chamicrus, Sharpius, Bodius, Parsus, 
Altingius, Triglandii (Giſbertas & Facotus,) Arnalius, Mareſius, 
the four profeſſors at Leyden, Walleus, Nvelrs, Pelyander, Thyſiu:: 
Wollebius, Heidegerus, Eſſenius, Tarrettinus, &c.—Many eminent 


Britiſþ divines. Biſhop Babing/on, Davenant, Hull; Mr Perkins, 


Pemble, Willet, Gouge, Rogers, Burgeſs, Owen, Marſball, &c. 
If we were apparently and demonſtrably in an error, yet, to err 
with ſuch company, and in the footſteps of ſuch guides, muſt very 
much tend to mitigate the ſeverity of cenſure. But, l believe, few. 
, ferious perſons will venture to charge error and delulion upon ſuch 
a venerable bedy of Proteſtant divines; ſo eminent for their learn» 
ing, and fo exemptary for their holineis; whoſe labours were ſo re- 
markably owr.ed by GOD, and whoſe ſentiments, on this particu- 


lar ſubject, have been adopted by ſo many reformed charches.— 


The declarations of the Engliſh and Palatine churches are produced 
in the dialogue. I have in my hand an extract from the confeflions 
and ſtandard doctrines of the church—of Scotland f Treland—of 
France—of IIelvelia. With all which Aſpaſio has the happineſs te 
agree. Only ſome of them are much ſtronger in diſplaying and 
maintaining the ſpecial fiducia, or the appropriating perſuaſion of 
faith. To quote them, would dignify and ſtrengthen the cauſe 
But, to avoid pro:izity, I forego this advantage. | 
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i, a reconciled Father to t in the SON of his love.” 

| — Next let me introduce the learned and juſtly- ele- 
| brated A/tingius, profeſſor of divinity at Heidelberg. 
4 Faith,” he ſays, „ is a knowledge of the grace of 
„ GUD in CHRIST, together with a ſaluciary reli - 
4 ance on it, or an application of it to a man's owns« 
40 eli. To theſe let me add the unanimous ſuffrage 
of the churches of the Palatinate. It is aſked, in the 
twenty- - firſt queſtion of their public catechiſm, “ What 
is true faith?” To which this anfwer is returned. 
It is not only an aſſent to all the truths which GOD 
„ has revealed in his word; but it is an ured truſt, 


e wrought by the HOLY SPIRIT in my heart, that 


e remiſſion of fins, complete righteouſneſs, and eter- 
. nal life are given; freely given, not to others only, 

« but to my/e/f ; and all this, from the mere mercy _ 

„„ of GOD, through the alone merits of CHRIST.” 

Theſe teſtimonies are but as the tythe to the whole 

crop. Yet theſe are more than enough to exempt me 
from the charge of ſingularity. You will not wonder 
therefore, if I ſtill abide by the good old Prete/tant- 

__ doctrine, which is eſpouſed by ſo many of the ableſt 
_ judges ; which was the darling tenet of almoſt all our 

reformers ; which has been fo ſignally inſtrumental in 
_ demolil hing the ſuperſtitions of Popery ; and is fo evi - 
dently conducive to the holineſs and the happineſs of 
Chriſtians.— Eſpecially, as I apprehend, the determi- 
nations of ſcripture, and the experience of ſcriptural: 
ſaints, are all on my fide, 

Dyer. You have now brought the cauſe to the: pro- 
per bar. When a queſtion ſo important is debated, . 
and an intereſt ſo momentous is concerned, I cannot 

acquieſce in any authority leſs than divine. I cannot, 
and indeed, I think, we ought not. Nothing ſhould 

ſatisfy us on ſuch an occaſion, but the word, which is 

unerring and deciſive; the werd, by which we are to 
ſtand or fall eternally. Whence does it appear, that 
the determinations of this divine word are on your 
eee 

* rom the noble deſcription of faith, which 

e uguagse 
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language itfelf can form. The writer to the n 
having mentioned the life of faith, the perſeverance 
of faith, and the end or reward of faith, . Proceeds to 
a definition of this leading grace. Now faith is the 
ſubſtance of things hepsd for, the evidence of. things not 
feen *. — The evidence exhibiting not a faint ſurmiſe, 
but a clear demonſtration, both-of javiſible bleſſings, 


and of our right to enjoy them. The ſulſtance, rea- 


lizing what is promiſed; and giving us, as it were, 


a poſſeſſion of good things that are remote, a ae 8 


poſſeſſion of good things that are future. 


Ther. What are thoſe bleſſings, and theſe. good. 


things ? 
Aſp. 1 will inform my hw; and in ſuch a man- 


uer, trom ſuch paſſages, as ſhall farther aſcertain m 
repreſentation of faith. — What ſays the apoſtle of the 
Gentiles ? I preached-unto you the goſpel *.—And what 
zs the ſubſtance of this evanvelical diſpenſation ?- 
CHRIST. died for our fins f. That ſo exalted a per- 

| for as the SON: of GOD, and LORD of glory, ſhould 
gie, is wonderful! — That he ſhould die for /n, the 


molt abominuble objects, and for finners, the moſt de- 
reſtable creatures, is abundantly more wonderful !—. 


Tbat he thould die not for fins in general, but for 


our figs in particular, this is inexpreſſibly wonderful, 


_ and-at the ſame time inexpreffibly comfortable Here. 
we have the goſpel and its capital bleſſmg, expreſſed 
in this propoſition, CHRIST died for fins, Here we 
Have faith and its principle acting, expreſſed in this 


propoſition, CHRIST died for our fins. Till the for- 


rner is preached, the dactrige is not goſpel ; till the 
latter is believed, it ſhould ſeem from St Paul's ac · 


count, the conviction is not faith. 


Let me produce another inflance, 3 like- 
the preceding, from the rolls of heaven. Tyrs is the 
record, that GOD: hath given to us eternal life t; not 
propoſed it, on I know not what conditions, but hath- 


given; * and len without any ade and. 


with 


. Heb. Xi; 1. | * Cor. xv. is 
+1 Cor, xv. 3. | + I- John v. 11. 
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| hath given the richeſt of all prizes; and not to ſome 
only, or to others, but to ws, even to ms. 
ber. Us, that is, the apoſtles and exalted ſaints. | 
Aſp. Was eternal life given them becauſe they were 
apoſtles? No, verily ; but becanſe CHRIST died for 
them. —Did CHRIST die for them, becauſe they were 
__ exalted: ſaints? In no wiſe; but becauſe: they were 
_ miſerable ſinners. — Eternal life was purchaſed for 


them, when they were ſinners. It was configned 
over to them, when they were ſinners. And neither 


the purchaſe, nor the gift, were founded on their be. 
ing ſaints, but aimed at mating them ſo. 


That CHRIST died for our jins that GOD Bend 


given to us eternal life: theſe are the bleſſings of 


which faith is the evidence; theſe the. good things, 


of which faith is the ſubſtance. This is the honey i in 
the evangelical hive; and I am at a loſs to conceive, 


hac we can taſte the honey, without ſome appropria- 
tion of the good: things to ourſelves.— This, if I miſ- 


take not, is comprehended in all thoſe figurative de · 
| ſeriptions of faith, which occur in holy writ. 
| Ther. Favour me with ſome of thoſe deſcriptions. 


I begin to ſee a pecultar beauty, and an unequalled 
richneſs, in the figures of ſcripture. Nothing yields 
me a more refined pleaſure, than to inveſtigate and 
diſcover the exact ſenſe of thoſe inſtructive images. 

It is ſomewhat like kindling the conſecrated incenſe ; 
which, when riſing in a flame, diffuſed light; when 


ſpreading in clouds of e difiributed retreth« 
ment 


for our ſins, what comfort or what benefit can we de- 
rive from, the ſight ?—4 receiving of CHRIST, But 


can I have any pretence to receive him, or take poſ. 
\ ſeſſion of his. merits, unleſs l am convinced, that they 


are intended for me? This is what neither the dic · 
tates of conſcience will allows nor the laws of reaſon 


authorize 


355: 


with a liberality ſaited to his inconcelvatite goodneſs, 


„ Faith i is ſtyled, a looking unto FAS US. But 
if we do not look unto FESUS, as the propitiation 
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authorize.— A reſting upon CHRIST *, But how can 
we reſt on a ſurety, if he has not interpoſed on our 
behalf? or how confide in a payment, which we be⸗ 
| Heve to be made for others, not for ourſelves ?—Sure- 
ly Theron, when I reſt upon an object, I uſe it as my. 
ſupport. When I receive a gift, I take it as my own: 
property. And when the J//raelites looked unto the 
brazen ſerpent, they certainly regarded it as a reme - 
dy, each particular perſon for helf. | 
Ther. To caſt ourſelves upon CHRIST, as an all. 
ſufficient SAVIOUR; and rely upon him, for our 
whole ſalvation ; ; is not this real faith? This is what 
I heard, ſome time ago, from a celebrated pulpit. 
App. If you rely on the all-ſufticiency of his w//,_ 
as well as of his power; if you take the comfort and 
appropriate the benefit reſulting. from both; you prac- 
tiſe the very. thing I recommend. This is what was 
taught from the pulpit of infallibility ; and by thoſe 
firſt of preachers, who ſpake as the HOLY GHOST: 
gave them utterance. Let the convinced ſinner, and 
the afflicted ſonl, truſt in the name of the LURD, and 
ay upen his GID. Let him not only reverence 
CHRIST, as the incarnate GOD, and therefore 
mighty to ſave ; but look upon CHRIST as 57 GOD, 
| and therefore willing to ſave. Thus let ſean upon the 
„ ROCK + of ages, without indulging a doubt, con- 
cerning his right to make uſe of it, or the polubulity.: 
of its failing him. 
To caſt ourſelves upon CH RIST , to f. our zurden, 
or to caſl all our care + upon the. LORD; are meta- 
phors, which may receive ſome elucidation from an 
incident recorded in the Acts. When the mariners 
and paſt; N which ſailed with St Faul ſaw = 
e velle 


— 


N 1 find two words in the original, wh ch expreſs the 8 
and the duty of reſting on CHRIST. do which implies ſuch a 
ſtate of -acquieſcence, as filences the clamours of conſcience, and 
compoſes the perturbation of the ſpirit. V ν which ſignifies the 
refreſhment and repoſe of a weary pilgrim, when he arrives at the 
end of his journey, and is ſeitled for life in a ſeeure, . 
plentiful babitation. Pſal, xxxvii. 7. If. xxviii. Iz. 

7. r 1 A | N x Enepgrþavies, I Pet. v. 70 | 
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veſſel ſhattered ; ſaw the waves prevailing 3 ſaw no 
hope of ſafety from continuing in the ſhip ; they caſt 
themſelves } upon the ng planks. They caſt 


themſelves upon the planks without any ſcruple, not 
queſtioning their right to make uſe of them; and 
they clave to thoſe ſupporters with a cheerful confi- 
_ dence, not doubting but, according to the apoſtle's 
promiſe, they ſhould eſcape ſafe to land. —Be this 
| what people mean, when they ſpeak of venturing of 
caſting themſelves upon CHRIST, and I approve the 
_ expreſſion, I ſubſcribe the doQrine, It ſpeaks what I 
_ with for my irene, for wyſclt, and for my tellow- 
ſünners. 5 
Let us ſhift our eben and vew the point in an- 
5 ether light. Conſider the bleſſed and glorious object 
of our fai:},—CHRIST is repreſented by the ſimili- 
_ tude of bread, heavenly bread for the hungry ſoul. 
Faith is characterized by eating the food. And can 
8 this be done without a perſonal application? - CHRIST 
is held forth under the image of living waters, ever 
running, and always ſree for the thirſty appstite. But 
let them run ever ſo copiouſly, let them be preſented 
ever ſo freely, all this will neither quench the thirſt, 
nor refreſh the ſpirits, uniefs they are drank, To do 
Tunis is the buſineſs of faith —CHRIST is deſcribed as 
a garment, to accommodate deſtitute, and beautify 
deformed creatures. Faith is expreſſed by putting on 
this commodious garment, and wearing this beautiful 
robe. And can any idea, or any expreſſion, more 
ſtrongly denote an actual appropriation? 

Fur. It is evident, that many holy people, in for- 
mer ages, were not poſſeſſed of aſſurance.— What is 
the language of David? It is all deſpondency. I am 

caſt out of the fight of thine eyes. - To the ſame melan- 
choly tune is the harp of 4/aph ſtrung: I his mer- 
ey clean gone for ever © doth bis promiſe fail for ever - 
more he ſame jealous and diſtruſtful air breathes 
in the complaint of the church. The LORD hatlh for- 
. 5 and my LORD hath Tn” e.—Why then. 


ſhould 
:} . bene. aa, x uy li. 43. 
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ſhould my Aſpaſio ſet up a rule ſtricter and higher 


than thoſe eminent ſaints attained? 


Aſp. You ſhould rather aſk, Why have the beſt | 


judges, and the moſt exemplary Chriſtians, in their 


feveral writings, ſet up this rule? Why have the apo- 


ſtles of our LORD, and the SPIRIT of our GOD, 
ſpeaking in the Bible, ſet up this rule?—To which I 


might reply, Becauſe it is, of all precepts, the moſt 


| beneficial. Therefore they have not ſo much ſet it up 
under the notion of a ſtrict rule, as they have ſet it 
forth under the character of a choice bleſſing. 


+ Your complaint, when put into its proper lan- 
guage, ſeems to run thus; „Why muſt we be obli- _ 


„ ged to truſt in CHRIST alone? Why muſt we be 
_ © obliged to ſure ourſelves of ſalvation by HIM 2 — 


Whereas, inſtead of a complaint, it ſhould be matter £ 


of exultation, and we ſhould rather expreſs ourſelves 
in this manner: « Bleſs the LORD, O my ſoul, 


« that a ſinner, ſuch a vile ſinner, ſhould be allowed : 


to take CHRIST and all his ſalvation as my own 2: 


06 * "20 thus to aſſure myſelf of pardon, holineſs, and 2 


lory.“ 


his bleſſing was certainly enjoyed by the holy 


men of old; but, like every other ſpecies of felicity 
in this world, it was enjoyed after an imperfect man- 


ner. They had an aſſured perſuaſion of GO D's pre- 
ſent favour, and of their own final happineſs. Ne- 


vertheleſs, this aſſured perſuaſion was liable to the aſ. 
faults, both of outward temptations, and of inward 


corruptions : which might, for a while, impair its 
vigour, though not deſtroy its being. As under a 
tranſient ſwoon, the ſpirits fail, _ colour Ret; 


but the vital principle ſubſiſts. 


You may farther obſerve, concerning thoſe pious 
| perſons, that, when they ceaſe to exerciſe this confi- 
dence of faith, they lament the failure; 7 ſaid, Thir 


it my infirmity *. They chide themſelves for it ; Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul They encourage them- 


ſelves againſt it; Hope in GOD f, it is thy unqueſtion 


| | able 
45M Pal. 18 N + Pſa xlii. 5. 


able privilege. How could they do this? on what 
grounds, or from what motive? if they had not a 
ſecret perſuaſion, that their ranſom was paid, and their 
\ GOD reconciled ; conſequently, that all their doubts 
were an injury to his fidelity and to his goodneſs, | 
| Nay, the church even under his darkeſt apprehen- 
ſions, ſtill ſpeaks the ſentiment, ſtill retains the grace, 
for which I am pleading, My LORD, uttered with 
her lips, argues an applicatory faith in her heart.—So 
copious and pregnant are the evidences of this pre- 
eeious doctrine! It is confirmed by that very paſſage, 
which was produced for its confutation. 
Ther. If this be the ſentiment of the church in ge- 
neral, is it alſo the temper of her particular members? 
Was each of them animated by this firm and lively 
p. Let theſe particular perſons appear, and an- 
ſwer for themſelves. — Hear the declaration of the pſal- 
miſt; Bleſs the LORD, © my foul ; and all that is with- 
in me, bleſs his holy name. What is the cauſe of 
this holy tranſport, and devout praiſe? Is it, becauſe 
0b poſſibly may, becauſe HE probably /“? No; 
but becauſe HE actually does forgive: Who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities.— Take notice of Job's belief, and 
Job's ſupport, amidſt his unexampled ſufferings. 1 
know that my REDEEMER liveth ; not only that 
thereis a REDEEMER, but that he is, together with 
all his ſaving benefits, ine: which, being a truth ſo 
| ſweet and delightful, is expreſſed a ſecond time; whom 
I. ſhall ſee for myſelf F, to my own advantage and for 
my own comfort : ſee him exerting his almighty power 
and infinite mercy, to reſcue my body from the grave, 
and to deliver my ſoul from hell —What was Habat- 
kuk's ſecurity, amidſt the threatening, the tremen- 
dous, the triumphant malice of his own, and his 
country's enemies? The LORD GOD is my ſtrength. 
He ſays not, I wi/h, I pray, for the divine favour, 
and the divine ſuccour ; but I am perſuaded, they 
both are mine; my ineſtimable portion, and my in- 
e THe VV violable 
© Pal. ci. 1, 3. + Job xix, 25, 27. 
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violable ſaſeguard. He will make my feet like hind*; 


Feet, that I ſhall perfectly eſcape from all danger; and 


be will make me wall upon mine high places, beyond 
the reach of every evil “. 

Ther. Is this the language of believers under the 
New Teſtament-diſpenſation } _ 
Aſp. Under every diſpenſation, Tleren,—They who 
lived before the law, were perſuaded + of the promiſes ;z 
had not the leaſt diſtruſt, with regard to the certainty 
of their performance; nay, they embraced them+ as 
their own, they hugged them, as it were, to their 
very ſouls. — They who lived under the law could ſay, 
As far as the eaſt is from the weſt, ſo far hath he re- 
moved our tranſgreſſions from us g. — And can you ima- 
gine, in the days of the goſpel, when our advanta- 
ges are greater and our light is clearer, that our faith 
ſhould be weaker, or our hope fainter? St. Peter 


makes a proſeſſion, which excludes all _doubting ; 


am a witneſs of the ſufferings of CHRIST, _ alſo a 
Ppartaker of the glory that ſhall be revealed ||. St. Paul 
anſwers in the ſame heroic ſtrain. 7 brow . 45 1 
have believed, and ] am perſuaded, that neither li ife, nor 
death, nor any creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate me from 

the love of GOD, which is in CHRIST FESUS my 
 LOXDU++. With both which, the confeſſion of faith 
recorded by St. Luke, is exactly correſpondent ; Ve 
believe, that, through the grace of the LORD FES US 5 
CHRIST, we ſhall be ſaved eren as they **. 5 
Ther. 1 not this a privilege peculiar to the apo- 
ſtles? 
A8. By no means. All believers are brethren, and 
have like precious faith, Hear how St. Peter exhorts 
all his people; Gird up the hoins of your mind, and hope 
to the end ; or, as the word ſhould rather be tranſla- 
ted, hope perfectly, hope aſſuredly, for the grace that 
#1 to be brougbt unto you at 10 ene of JESUS 
; CHRIST. 


| (ik Hab. Te 19. TE 
NE. Tet dale, Heb. Ks 13. — A . 
5 Pfal. clii.- 12. © - | | x Pet: v. 1. 
— Rom. viii. 39. | 5 * Acts XV. II. 
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*CHRIST * Maintain, not a dim, but a bright hope; 


not a wavering but a ſteady expectation, of eternal 
life; that tree, but grand gift, of which the LORD 
JESUS, at his ſecond coming, {hall put you in full 
poſſeſſion.— The apoſtle, writing to his Hebrew con- 
verts, encourages them all to 6% faſt the confidence, 
and the rejoicing of hope, firm unto the end f. From 
whence it is deducible, that a truſt amounting to con- 
fidence, and the joy which naturally reſults from ſuch 
a truſt, were the common portion of Chriſtians z poſ- 
ſeſſed, not barely by ſome ſew exalted ſaints, but by 
| the followers of FLESUS in general. —I might bring 
many more inſtances, But why ſhould I multiply 
proofs ? Since the beloved diſciple declares, Theſe 
things have 1 written unto you, that believe on the name 
F the SON of 60, that Jou May know that ye have | 
eternal 8 
| Ther. True, Alpaſin. This coincide: with my ap- 
f prebenfiors; - "The ſcriptures are written, —firſt, that 
we may believe, and bz intitied to eternal life ;—next, 
that we may have the #zow/edpe of our belief, and a 
conſciouſneſs of our title. The apoſtle ſuppoſes his 
correſpondents to poſſeſs the former, yet not to have 
attained the latter. 

Ap. Is it certain, that he makes ſuch A ſuppolition? 
le writes, I imagine, not with a view of leading them 
'to either, but of confirming them in both.—He inti- 
mates, that the privilege and the comfort ſhould go 
together. If we believe, that CHRIST is our Sure- 
ty; we ſhould be perſuaded, that he has paid our 
debt, and ſatisfied juſtice to the very uttermoſt far- 
thing. If we believe, that CHRIST is our bride- 
groom ; we ſhould reſt aſſured, that his righteouſneſs, 
his inheritance, and his kingdom are ours. And why 
an we : take yur to N what GOD's word 


and | 


2 - Pet. i. 13. EM TEADS or Ares, ſignify to the end. But 
txt, as far as I can recollect, is never uſed in this ſenſe, either 
by ſacred or profane writers. It may be rendered perfecte, integre, 
» In this e cum firma fiducia, with a firm afflance. | 
| = + Heb. iii. 6, 
- You 11. FI 1 
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and the very nature of things have united? Will this 
turn to our advantage? mult it not iſſue in our loſs ? 
—hBeſides, according to your own interprztation, who - 
ever falls ſhort of this cheering knowledge, falls ſhort 
of ce great end for which the ſcriptures were written. 
Hle receives not his full reward. He only glears, 
where he might reap ; is toſſed on the ocean of un- 
certainty : whereas Hey that have believed, have gained 
the port, have dropped their anchor, and enter into reſt“. 
Ther. Believed ! What? that our ſins are laid upon 
CHRIST ? that he was obedient in our ſtead ? that all 
{piritual bleſſings are thereby procured for our—even 
our enjoyment ? %% og 
Ap. The bleflings you mention, are evidently the 
purport of the goſpel. And I know of no other juſti- 


_ tying faith, but that which relates to the goſpel, and 


believes its report . Nor can I think, that any other 
belief will adminiſter the tranquillity, or produce the 
reſt, ſpecified by the apoſtle.— But here, I find, lies 
the core and root of our controverſy. This is the pre- 
ciſe point to be ſettled; What it is to Believe? what 
is included in this very important word! —This queſ- 
tion might renew our diſpute, and cauſe the paſt ar- 
guments to recur. Whereas, I would gladly get rid 
of diſputation, We have already been too long de- 
tained in theſe diſagreeable paths. However, ſince 
you have given the occaſion, I may juſt touch upon 
another text or two. For I would willingly drive this 
nail to the head; and not leave my friend unconvin- 
ced, on a ſubject of the utmoſt conſequence. _ : 


The LORD declares by his prophet, I, even I au 


he, that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions. To believe is to 
ſubſcribe this declaration; to ſubſcribe with our hand, 
and profeſs from our heart, LORD, it is done, as 
© thou haſt ſaid.” — Faith is, if I may ſo ſpeak, the 
echo of the divine voice. It eagerly catches, and 
punctually reverberates the joyful ſound. Does GOD 
ſay, Thou art my people? Faith replies, Thou art my 
D*; not barely deſiring, but confidently averring, 
an intereſt in his favour. This explanation of faith is 
* Heb. iv. 3. J II. lui. r. * Hoſ. ik 23 ¼ 
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given us by a wiſdom which cannot be deceived, by a 


fidelity which cannot deceive, — Once more, Our 
LORD bears this teſtimony concerning Thomas ; Th. 
mas thou haſt believed. Now then, I think we have 


t an infallible touchſtone. Let us examine, what 
that is which JESUS CHRIST calls believing. What 


ever it be, it is the determination of truth itizlf ; and 
ſhould paſs for a verdict, from which there lies no ap- 
peal. And this, this is the confeſſion of Themas, My 
_ LORD and my GOD þ. This, this expreffes what our 
divine MASTER calls belicving. When, therefore, we 
confeſs with our lips, and are perfuaded 1 in our hearts, 
that JESUS js our LORD, who bought us with his 
blood; that JESUS zs our GOD, who will exert all 


his adorable perfections for our good; then we truly 


believe. We believe, in our SAVIOUR's ſenſe of 
the word, we have that faith, which be allows to be 
5 genuine. 3 


Ther, Ts this the ata language of faith ? 3 | 


| cording to this account, there is no difference between 
the infant and the adult ; between the new-born babe, 
and the full-grown man in CHRIST. Your ſpiritual 
children, pare, muit be men from their birth; nay, 
born in all the vigour of manhood. Whereas: the 
apoſtle makes an evident difference between the babes, 
the young men, and the fathers ; between faith, the aſſur- 


ance of faith, and the full aſſurance of faith. If we 
are told of a patriarch, who was ftrong in faith ; we 


read of ſome Roman converts, who were weak in the 
faith; and we hear our LORD ſpeaking to diſciples, 
who were fearful and of liitle faith. 


Aſp. Between faith, and the full aſſurance of f faith, 


the apoſtle makes a difference. The one is the moſt 
exalted pitch, where the other is but an inferior ele- 
vation. Yet both are rounds of the ſame ladder.— I 
don't remember, that the ſacred writer any where diſ- 
tinguiſhes between faith and aſſurance. Ns and Herbideig, 
— faith and wo area; are N in the epiſtle to the 


Ebbeſtans. 
+ Joby x3, 28, 29. 
TO 
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Epbeſiant. It is the opinion of the beſt critics, that 
the ſenſe of the latter is included in the former. The 
_ ericic's opinion is confirmed by the apoſtle's declaration, 
e have acceſs with confidence through faith *. Could 


vonder ſun diffuſe warmth through the air, if it had _ 


no warmth in itſelf? No more could faith produce can- 
lence in the believer, if, in its own nature it did not 
contain the ſame. ge ww 09 OY 
The caſe of /ittle faith, I think, may be explained 
from our LORD's own expoſtulation ; O thou of little 
faith, wwherefore didft thou doubt“ Here was a faith, not 
only in CHRIS T's power, but alſo in his will. Nay, _ 
here was an appropriating faith, by which the apoltle 
applied both to himſelf. —< I verily believe, that my 
divine MASTER is able to preſerve me, even tho” 
] venture to tread upon this tempeſtuous ſea. I am, 
« perſuaded likewiſe, that he ./ uphold me, and not 

«« ſuffer his ſervant to periſh in the hazardous enter- 
„ priſe,” Nothing leſs than this could have produced 
that hazardous enterpriſe, or haye emboldened him 
to walk upon the rolling billows. „„ 
Do you not diſcern, in this inſtance, ſome degree of 

perſonal application, ſome real aſſurance of faith ? Tis 
true, this faith was violently aſſaulted by doubts, and 

greatly enfeebled by fears T. Yet ſtill it was of the 
applicatory kind. He can, he will, were expreſſive of 
its nature; though the boiſterous winds, and the ter- 
rifying appearance of things, almoſt drowned its voice, 
or ſtifled the words in their utterance. 3 
- Ther. If you allow no difference between faith and. 
confidence, I am very ſure St 7ohn puts a difference 
between baber, young men, and fathers. 55 

»„Eph. iii. 12. TELE: 


+ I muſt beg of the candid reader, to take particular notice of 
this limitation; and muſt intreat the impartial examiner, not to 
forget this conceſſion. We no where ſuppoſe, that a freedom from 
all fears, or a ſuperiority to all doubts, are ineluded in the nature of 
faith. We only affirm, that an appropriating perſuaſion or aſſu- 
rance are neceſſary to the being of faith. This aſſurance may be 
encumbered with donbts, and may cor flict with fears, But till it 
is afſurence, real aſſurance, and proves itſelf to be ſuch, by oppo» 
eng and ſtruggling with the contrary principle. 
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;. He does, Theron. And ſo would 1. Neither 
can I think of any thing more proper to explain my 
meaning, or eltablilh my tenet, than your own com- 
pariſan — lu ſom? fruittul family, you may ſee one 
child in leading-ſtrings; another able to walk by it- 
ſeli; a third come home, improved and cultivated,. 
from the ſchool of literature. Obſerve their ſpeech. 
One liſps our a few broken ſentences; another talks 
intelligibly, but very incorrectly; the Jaſt has learned 

to expreſs hi;mlelf with tolerable propriety, Yet each 
ſpeaks the /ame language, nOotwithltanding the various 
degrees of fluency in their utterance, or purity in their 
diction.— So faith always ſpeaks one and the ſame uni- 
form language. Whether lie liſps or ſtammers; whe- 
ther ſhe whifpers in faint accents, or raiſes her voice 
in a more inanly tone: this is (lil the unvaried im- 
port of her ſpcech; GOD, even our own GOD, will. 
give us his bieſſing. Lan you forget how St John 
addreſſes even his little children? Iurite unte you, little 
children, becauſe your fins ARE FORGLYEN . 

Ther. Will not this account diſcourage ſome, and | 
offend others, Who are not arrived at ſuch an exalted 4 
pitch? | | "f 

7 _ 1 would not offend the raeaneſt, nor diſcou · | 
rage the weakeſt of my KEDEEMER's ſervalits, — | 
As tor offence, that cannot be given, and ought not. 

| 


—— a 


to be taken, when all we advance is ſtrictly conform- 

able to the unerring oracles. Whereas, to qualify 

and attenuate the ſcriptural deſcriptions of faith, in. 
complaiſance to our own experience ;—to make the 
unhappy fluctuations and unworthy ſuſpicions, which | 
poſſeſſes the breaſts of ſome particular Chrittians, — 
to make them the rule of explaining, or the meaſure 
of enforcing ſo capital a duty ; this, ſure, would be: 
an offence to GOD, an injury to his word, and detri- | 
mental to the welfare of ſouls _ | 

With regard to diſcozragement, I cannot conceive, 
how this ſhould . from ee the poor ſin- 

= ner, 
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Hh 3. 


366 THERON axv' ASPASIO. 


ner, chat be has a right to apply CHRIST, and alt 
CHRIST'*s merits to himſelf; or from exhorting the 
poor ſinner to do this, without any heſitation, and 
with a reſolute dependence. In this cafe, to doubt is 
to be diſcouraged; as much as you want certainty, 
fo much you want conſolation. The proper way to 
comfort theſe diſtreſſed people, is, not to allow, but 
to diſſipate their doubts; to blow away thoſe dead 
alhes, that the ſmothered embers may ſhine and glow. 
Were we to inquire after the cauſe of that diſquie- 
tude and deſpondency which are ſo common among 
modern profeſſors, I am inclined to ſuſpect, we ſhould 
find it lying hid in their wrong apprehenſions both of 
CHRIS T, and of faith. —They look upon CHRIST, 


as a rigorous and forbidding monarch, who inſiſts up- 


on ſome hard terms and high qualifications. Where» 
as, his heart and his arms are ever open: his heart as 
open, as infinite love can ſet it; his arms as open, 


as infinite merit can make them. — They look = _ 


faith, as containing a poſſibility only, or at molt a 
probability of ſalvation through his name. It is with 
them a kind of peradventure; a fituation of mind, 
fluctuating and pendulous. Perhaps I may ſucceed 
„% and be eternally bleffed. Perhaps 1 may be rejec- 
« ted, and eternally ruined.” Such a ſtate of ſuf. 
penſe, in an affair of everlaſting conſequence, cannot 
but create uneafineſs and anxiety. : 
This uneafinefs and anxiety ſeem to have been nitle 
known in the earker and better days of the church. 
And why? Becauſe Chriſtians were then expoſed to 
the rage of perſecution? Becauſe they were placed 
nearer the time of CHRIS T's ſojourning on earth? 
I rather think, becauſe they were taught this particu - 
lar and comfortable application of CHRIST and his 
righteoufneſs. They exerciſed a configent affiance on 
JESUS, as their own REDEEMER ; and were ſhewn 
a more direct way to obtain this Allbranes, than mere · 
ly to ſearch after their own renewed qualities. | 


Ther . ly Heal. 0, in chis particular Jou differ, ; 
non 
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| not from me only, but from the generality of the or- 
|  thodox. Y 5 

| Aſp. I am ſorry to gad myſelf under a neceſſity of 
55 differing from any worthy perſons, much more of dif- 


agreeing with the generality. This I can ſafely aver, 
that it is not from an affection of novelty, or any 


fondneſs for diſputing, but from a diſintereſted regard | 


to the truth of the goſpel. I ſhould be glad to have 
the concurrence of all the ferious, and all the pious. 


But I dare hot purchaſe their approbation, I dare not 


attempt a coalition of ſentiments, by diminiſhing the 


| boundleſs riches of grace, or reſtricting the abſolute 
freeneſs of ſalvation by CHRIST. 

You are pleaſed to remind me of the orthodox. 
: Pray, my dear friend, what is the ſtandard of ortho- 
doxy ?—Is it the word of revelation ? This ſpeaks 


once, yea twice, nay, ſome hundreds of times in our 


favour, —Ts it the doctrine of our reformers from Po. 
pery? With theſe we jar not, but exactly harmonize, 
— Ts it to be taken from the old confeſhons of faith, 
and the catechiſms of Proteſtant churches ? To theſe | 
We appeal, and have the ſanction of their authority. 
Has the modern way of treating and ſtating this mo- 
mentous ſubject ſo much to alledge for its ſupport? 
Let me farther aſk, Are we better than our fa- 
thers? Is Chriſtianity ma thriving condition, or 
practical religion on the advancing hand? The re- 
verſe, the melancholy reverſe is undeniably true. 
When our yriters enforced, and our preachers urged, 
what I am defending, proſeſſors were alive, and ani- 
| mated with the power of godlineſs. Whereas now 
we ſeem to be degenerated into the mere form; we 
have a name to live, but are languid, liſtleſs, and if 
not dead , yet ready to die.— It behoves. us there- 
fore to conſider, whether the declenſion, the decays, 
the unfruitfulneſs, ſo. juſtly lamented in the preſent | 
age, be not owing to the abſence of this approprin 
tin belief, or this aſſured perſuaſion. 
A ſweet aſſurance of pardon, a comfortable per- ; 


ſualion 
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ſuaſion of our reconciliation with GOD, an eſtabliſhed: 
hope of eternal glory through ESN CHRIST 3. 


theſe will be operative in the ſoul, as „ a torch in 


s the ſheaf.” Theſe will enkindle love, and increaſe 


watchfulneſs ; theſe- will beget the true humility of 
mind, and work an unfeigned abhorrence of ſin; 
theſe will enlarge the heart with charity, and exalt 
the affections above the world. Theſe are the proper, 
and the only eff: ctual means of making the man of GID: 


Lerſect, that is, 1horoughly furniſhed to every good work f. 


But the doubting frame is not fitted to yield any 


of theſe fruits, Nay, I am apprehenſive, there are 


ſeveral graces, which can hardly be exerciſed, ſeveral _ 


duties, which can ſcarcely be performed, io Jong: as 
this ſpirit of diffidence prevails. | | 
'Ther. Name them, Aſpaſio. 


Aſp. I am afraid, leſt I ſhould ſocts. to arrogate the - 


office of a teacher; which neither becomes my con- 
condition, nor is agreeable to my temper. 


Ther. I beſeech you, my dear friend, let us ware 


ceremony, and have nothing to do with compliments. 
Mz 


- 4 For the diſplay and confirmation of theſe points, 1 do, with 


great pleaſure, and without any diffidence, refer to Mr Marſbal!s 
Goſpel Myſtery of Sancti cation. Which I ſhall not recommend in 


the ſtyle of a critic, or like a reader of taſte, but with all the ſims 
plicity of the weakeſt Chriſtian; 1 mean, from my own experi- 
_ ence, Is has been made. one of the moſt uſeful boo 


be one of the two, and perhaps the firſt that 1 would chuſe. 


Should any perlon, hitherto a ſtranger to the work, purchaſe it 


on this recommendation, I muſt deſire to ſuggeſt one caution ;— 


That he be not ſurpriſed, if, in the beginning, he meets with 
ſomething new, and quite out of the common rod: :or, if ſurpri- 


ſed that he would not be offended, but calmly and attentively pro- 


ceed. He will find the author's deſign opening itſelf by degrees, 
He will d'fcern more and more the propricty of his method: and 
what might, at the firſt view, appear like a ſtumbling-bloek, will. 5 
prove to be a fair, compendious, and ample avenue —to the palaee 
of truth, — to 8 a of an to the bowers of. — 


_ neſs. 


s to my own. 
ſoul. I ſcarce ever fail to receive ſpiritual conſolation and ſtrength . 
from the peruſz] of it. And was I to be bariſhcd into ſome deſo- 
late iſland, paſſeſſed only of to books beſides my Bible, this ſhould 
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5 My fout i is in jeopardy, My preſent comfort, and my 
everlaſting happineſs are at ſtake. And ſhall we ſuf-- 


fer any little Nadi to overbear ſuch weighty con- 


ſiderations? 


Suppoſe you are a. teneher z I have great need, and 
am very deſirous, to become your ſcholar, For I frees 


ly confeſs, that, knowing as I may ſeem in other in - 


ſtances, I am very ignorant in the great peculiarities. 


of the goſpel. Nay, though I have read the ſerip- 
tures in a critical view, I have been an utter firanger 
to their ſpiritual meaning, Here I am uninſtructed as 
a babe, Here, therefore, I ought to be teachable as 


a babe, Yes, in this reſpeck 1 would become as a 
little child, that I may enter into the knowledge, and 


poſſeſs the privileges of the kingdom of heaven. 


AG, Your anſwer, Theron, ſhall be a law. Love 
to GOD, is the firſt commandment ; and, without all 


: peradventure, is the principle grace. But is it eaſy, 
is it poſſible to love GOD, before we have any per- 
ſuaſion vf his love to us? This is what the apoſtles 
did not, could not do. And, if it exceeded their a- 


bility, it will doubtleſs be above the reach of our ca- 
Pacity. The thing may be attempted ; the practice 


may be urged; we may ſee the neceſſity of it, and de- 
_ fire to perform it: but we ſhall never, never be able 
to exerciſe it, till we have ſome comfortable appre - 
henſion of GO D's reconciliation and good- will to us. 
a We love HIM. Wherefore? from what inducement ? 


Becauſe he firſt loved us * ; and becauſe this love hath. 
been made evident to our confciences, by the light of 


What think you of delight in GOD? This alfo.is a 


_ Chriſtian grace. But how can two walk together, ex- 
| cept they be agreed? We never covet an intimacy with 
the perſon, who declares himſelf our enemy. Nay, 


if there be only a ſuſpicion, that he bears us a ſecret- 


ill. will, we ſhall be jealous of truſting him, and averſe 
to approach him. This was the cafe of our firſt pa- 
rents, immediately alter the fall. | Inſtead of drawing 


near 
= + x John iv. 10. 
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near to the CREATOR, with pleaſure and gratitude; 


they fled from him, with anxiety and terror. And 


_ why? Becauſe they were under the alarming apprehen - 
ſions of his difpleaſure —Whereas, let us once be- 
lieve, what the apoſtle affiems, When we were enemies, 

Wwe were reconciled to GOD by the death of his SON * 
Let us cordially credit, what the prophet repeatedly 


declares, Therefore will the LORD wait that he may be 


gracious unto you ; and therefore will he be exalted, that _ 
he may have mercy upon you, t. Then we ſhall ſeek his 
face with alacrity. Our affections wilt be on the wing 
to falute their almighty BENEFACTOR. We lhalt 
jay in GOD through our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


Ther. To the enjoyment of ſo many ſpiritual conſo- 


_ lations, and the exerciſe of ſeveral delightful graces, 


F acknowledges, an affared faith is neceſſary ; bu. 


Aſp. Ay, Theron, you may well heſitate. It wilt 
be difficult to fill up the chaſm in your diſcourſe. For 
my part, I know not any duty of holineſs, which can 
be performed aright, without ſome degree of this 


1 


Nom. v. 106. 


II. xxx. 18. That admirable commentator VIT&INGA, who 
generally draws his how with a ſteady hand, and ſhoots his arrow 
with the exacteſt aim, here ſeems to miſs the mark. He appears to 


have thought, that waſting to be gracious, implies a delay in the ex- 
erciſe of the attribute, and is the ſame as to ab/tain from being gra- 


cions. Had this been the meaning, the language would probably 
have been, not £22579 but PI2LNDR—Ts wait to be gracious, ſig- 
nifies, to ſtand over a people with the continued tenders of grace 
and mercy, even while they refuſe to accept them. This was the 
caſe with GOD and Jrael. GOD promiſed to defend the Vael- 


ites; they obſtinately refuſed to confide in his protection. GOD 


diſſuaded them from truſting in the ſuccour of Egypt, they pre- 
ſymptuouſly reſolved to rely on that broken reed, Therefore, ſays 
GOD 7 wil/—withdraw my lighted mercy ? deny my deſpiſed af- 
ſiſtance? This would be the manner of human procedure. But 
the LORD's ways are not as man's ways. His long-fuffering tri- 
umphs over our perverſeneſs. Therefore he ſays, - I will not turn 


away from them, in diſpleaſure; I will even wait for them, and 
% wait upon them, till they ſee their error, and accept my favour.” 
Amazing condeſcenſion and goodneſs! I was going to ſay. But 


divine condeſcenſion and goodneſs are, is I may ſo ſpeak, infinitely 


more than amazing, 


1 „ Aux <4 
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ewho hath called us to his kingdom and plory * but if we 
doubt, whether we in particular are called, how can 
this influence our converſation'?—We are to be fo/lrww- - 
ers of GOD, as his dear children T. But if we do 
not, cannot, will not believe, ſo as to cry Abba, 

« FATHER,” how can fuch a conſideration ſway 
our hearts? - Nay, upon what principles can ſuch a 
| perſon addreſs himſelf to diſcharge any office of the 
Chriſtian life? We are to abound in the works of the 


LORD, fromthe animating proſpect of a glorious re. 


ſurrection }. This he cannot do; becauſe he appre- 
Hends himſelf to have no lot or portion in the bleſſed 

hope. We are to open our hands in charity to others, 
from a view of that heavenly kingdom, which was 
prepared for us from the foundation of the world 5 : 
we are to cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleth 
and ſpirit, on account of thoſe precious promiſes, 
which are freely given to us in CHRIST JESUS |}: 
but where unbelieving doubts predominate, theſe en- 
dearing and invigorating motives are loſt, The man 
has no intereſt in the encouraging promiſes, has no 


title to the bliſsful inheritance ; conſequently, theſe 


ſine ws of evangelical obedience, with rape to him, 
are benumbed, withered, dead, | 
Ther, Such a man may make prayers and ſupplica- 
tions. Though he cannot rejoice in the privileges, 
he may requeſt them at the throne of grace. _ 

Aſp. Prayer is a great duty, and as great a privi- 
lege. I with my dear Theron the ſpirit of grace and 
ſupplication. This will be better, incomparably bet- 
ter and more advantageous, than a key to hidden 


treaſures. But how can you pray with humble bold- 


neſs, or with lively hope,. unleſs you believe ? believe, 
that CHRIST is your High PRIEST; is your Inter- 
ceſſor with the FATHER ; and, wh the incenſe of 
his infinite merit, preſents your petitions? Then, and 
then only, can you have, what the apoſtle calls, bold- 


2 


| * 1 Theſſ. i li. 1. , Eph v. r, | t i Cor. xv. 58. 
$ Matth. xxv. 34. 1 2 Cor. „ 
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- force, or ſuperſedes the neceſſity, of the following illuſtration. 
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neſs and acceſs with confidence *. Take notice of theſe 
vigorous expreſſions; and at your leiſure conſider, 
whether they countenance the ſuſpicious and miſgiving 
temper.— At preſent obſerve, how yonder lark war - 
bles and mounts in the armament ; as if ihe was 


bidding adieu to the earth, and going to mingle with 


the ſkies. An image 7hzs of believing prayer! Should 
a fowler ſhoot the ſoaring ſongſter through the wing, 


how would ſhe fall from her elevation, and flutter 


on the ground! An emblem that. of diſtruſting 


Prayer. 


I know not how to leave this ſubject, without at- 


tending to the teſtimony of St James: than which 


nothing can be more awful or more deciſive. It 


| ſhould really alarm the doubting diſpoſition, as much 


as any ſolicitation to the moſt horrid fin. It ſhould 
alarm the whoſe religious world, as much as the bea- 
cons ſuddenly kindled, and all on a flame, would a- 


farm the inhabitants of the maritime coaſts. Let him 
pray in faith, nothing donbting | ; for he that doubteth 


is like a wave of the ſea, driven by the wind, and toſ- 
ſed. Nay, the apoſtle adds,—and it is an addition 


greatly to be regarded. It ſhould abide with weight 
on our conſciences ; for it comes from a caſuiſt, who 
could neither be too indulgent, through an excels of 
compaſſion; nor too rigorous, through an extrava- 


gance of zeal.—Let not that man, the doubting ſup- 
ns | 7 plicant, : 


Eßpb. iii. 12. TIpeoxTuſny acceſs with a cheering and graceful a- 
Furance,; ſuch as thoſe petitio ers enjoy, who are introduced to the 


royal preſence, by ſome diſtinguiſned faveurite —Ilzggnoin, 4 bold- 
neſs or unreſtrained liberty of ſpeech; ſuch as children uſe, when 


they preſent their addreſſes, and make krown their requeſts, to an 


indulgent father. —Ev xe, with a well-grounded and ſteady con- 
fidence, that we ſhall. obtain both a favourable acceptance, and a 
gracious anſwer, — And all this, through the faith of CHRIST, thro' 
the worthineſs of his perfor, and the prevalenee of his interceſſion. 

Fam. i. 6. N. B. Nothing doubting, is the apoſtle's explanation 


of fail My Jos is, in our tranflation, nothing waver- 


ing. But the very ſame expreſſion is rendered, Acts x. 20 Nothing 


doubting. The ſenſe is, either way, alike, Though, I think, no- 


thing wa uering, correſponds too nearly with the compariſon, /ike a 
wave; makes ſomethiny of a diſagreeable jingle; and flattens the 
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plicant, think, that he ſhall receive any thing of the 


LORD. 

Never then, my worthy friend, never more be an 
advocate for doubtings. Purſue them with fire and 
ſword. Give them no quarter. Deal with them as 


Saul was commanded to treat the Amalekites. 


Ther. If we are e grieved at the ednjentbrance of paſt 
ſin, and feel an averſion to all ſin; if the prevailing 


bias of our affections be to the divine REDEEMER, 
and the habitual breathing of our ſouls after a con- 


formity to his image; may we not Tuppoſe ourſelves 


poſſeſſed of the truth and reality, though we have not 


the confidence and rejoicing of faith? I ſay we; be- 

cCauſe I apprehend, this is not my pecuhar caſe, but 

common to myſelf, and many other Chriſtians of the 
weaker ſort. I afk, therefore, in their name and in 

my own, "May we not humbly ſuppoſe our condition 

_ ſafe, though we do not preſume to uſe the language 


of the ſpouſe, My BELOVED is mine, and I am his © 
Aſp. So you are ſtill inclined to ſpare Agag; be- 


cauſe delicately and ſpecioufly diſguiſed, under the ap- 
pearance of tenderneſs to weak fouls. I thould have 
thought, the text from St James m-11t have done exe- 
cution, like the prophet Samuel's ſword. But ſince 
_ <corroſives ſucceed not, let us make trial of lenitives. 


When the great JEHOVAH is pleaſed to ſay, / 
am the LOKD thy GOD; then, upon this authentic 
warrant, to'uſe the language of the ſpouſe, is neither 


more nor leſs thaw to declare; I am perſuaded, 
„ that CHRIST is faithful and true; that he ſays 
e what he thinks; and will do what he ſays,” Where. 


as, to deny this, by downright unbelief; or to queſ- 
tion this, by living in ſuſpenſe ; is not humble duty, 
but proud diſobedience. Might not the LORD IE 
80s juſtly complain, What iniquity have ſinners found 


iin me? What unkindneſs, or what unſaithfulneſs, thax 
they are ſo much afraid of cankcing | in my grace, and 
— believing my word? 


Lou alk, Whether the ſtate of theſe perſons i is ſafe, 
Vor. It, „ and 


. 
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and their faith real? I anſwer, Why ſhould not their 
ſtate be Happy, and their faith afured? Why thould , 
vou, or they, or any one, plead the cauſe of unbelicf, 
and veil it with the plaufible pretext of humility ? Let 
' theſe perſons know, whatever their names or their 
_ circumſtances are, that they have as good a right to 
adopt the words of the ſpouſe, as we have to walk in 
_ theſe gardens, and enjoy their refined delights. —Yet _ 
5 they will do well to remember, that thoſe qualifica- 
tions, however amiable, are by no means the ground 
of their right. They are to advance their claim, and 


hold faſt the bleling, not as men ornamented with 
fine endowments, but as poor, indigent, guilty ſin- 


ners. For ſuch the SAVIOUR is provided; to ſuch 
his benefits are Propoſed, and on 1 his a will i 


be magnified. 


Ther. Do you elude wy queRion, or give up your 8 
point? One or the other my Aſpaſio certainly does; 
Aſp. Since my friend fo peremptorily affirms, I 

will not have the ill manners to deny. I will own the 


former charge, the latter I cannot admit. I will own, 


that, at preſent, I had much rather act as a comforter, 
than as a diſputant. On ſome other occaſion I will 
undertake to conſider, and endeavour to anſwer, all 


your objections.— In the mean time, I am far from 


giving up the poiat, barely by inquiring, Why ſuch | 


perſons ſhould loſe their time, and perhaps embarraſs 


their minds, in theſe leſs pr ofitable ſuppoſitions 1 5 
when there is a direct, a compendious, and a certain 


method of obtaining peace, by appropriating CHRIST 


and his merits z WIDOW recurring to any: ſuch Walt 


Hcations. 


Nevertheleſs, if you inſiſt upon a poſitive reply, 3 
am obliged to declare, that faith conſiſts in none of 


thoſe qualifications which you deſcribe. The lan- 
guage of faith is not, — “ I feel ſuch an averſion ; I 


« am actuated, with ſuch a bias; or a breathe ſuch a 
« defire.” But—c« GOD has freely loved me 
& CHRIST has graciouſly died for me; and the 
« HOLY GHAOST will antes i me in the 
6+ 3 beliefs ; 
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te belief, the appropriating belief of theſe e 


6 truths *. Ws 


ut bee e vonder black and low: bung cloud 
poipts this way. It ſeems big with a ſeower; it 
marches on apace z and will ſoon be over our heads. 


We mult inſtantly fly to ſhelter. N 
Tuer. It is well we have this ſummer konſe for our 


| | ſhelter, The thickeſt boughs would be inſufficient to 


125 : e VirgtPs enervated repre 


| ſcreen us. I think, I never ſaw a more impetuous 
| burkt of rain. A ſhower! No, 'tis a deſcending da- 
| Jage. The large, ropy, reeking drops, come down 
like a torrent F.—Surpriſing | What a dreadtul fa/h. 
was there! A ſheet of ſulphureous fire, launched from 
the diſmal gloom, and wraping the whole ſkies in a 
blaze !—Not a moment's interval between the light. 
ning's rage, and the thander's roar. How ſudden 
and vaſt the expluſion ! What a deep, prolonged, 


tre mendous 


If the reader finds this dialogue too long, here he will have a 
convenient reſting-place. 

+ Come down like a torrent —This is the import of that ſtrong 
pictureſque werd n Pſal. IXxvii. 17. In'this manner, The eleuds 
8 poured out water ; while the air thundered; and the arrows of the AL» 
MIG HTY went abroad. Mr Addiſon, if 1 remember right, admires 
| the pſalmiſt's deſcription of a form at /ea; becarſe it dwells only 

upon the grand and moſt Bring circumſtances ; without deſcending, 
ſentation, to ſr. ch little particulars, a 

the cries of men, and the noiſe of oars. Clamorgue virum, ſtridor- 
gee rudentum.— This deſcription of a tempeſt is, I think, equally | 
admirable on the ſame account. The three Sd” and moſt ter- 
rible peculiarities are ſelected; and exprefi:d with all the conciſes 
neſs, yet with all the vigorr, which language can unite. Z 

I have not met with any commentator „who enters into the ſpirit 
of the next verſe. Ard in our liturgy tranflation, its majeſty ſinks 
iato meannrefs, its propriety degnerates into tautology. Whereas, it is 
by no means a vain repetition; but heightens and enJarges the for- 
midable idea, by diſplaying the effects of what had been deſeribed, 
in the foregoing tines. The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven 2 
the volleys not only reſounded, but reſounded from pole to pole, 
and filled $2532 the ve ſt circumference of the fies. The Ig hen. 

ings lightened the world, the flaſnes not only ſuhone, but ſhone far 
and near, and illuwiretedeibe whole world with their blaze. The 
tart trembled to Its cenire, and | its inhabitants % with horror. 
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| tremendous peal enſues! It ſeems as if the poles ef 


earth, and the pillars of nature cracked! 5 | 
See, my dear Appaſio ſee the direſul havock; the 


horrid eſtes of this elementary tumult. — Vonder 
oak, which reared its towering head aloft, and ſpread- 


vide 1:5 graceful branches, is, in the twinkling of an 
eye, turned into a naked trunk, There it ſtands, fin- 
ged and tore; ſtripped of its verdant honours ®, and 


{urrounded with its own ſhattered fragments. How. 
_ fearful is the artillery of heaven! 5 


Aſp. And why —why did not the blow fall on this 


guilty breaſt? Why was not the fiery bolt, which 
flew ſo near, commiſſioned to pierce our hearts? — If 
our heavenly FATHER has been ſo tenderly careful 
of theſe periſhing bodies, will he not be much more 
gracious to our. immortal „hu, Will he not clothe. 
them with that immaculate robe, which is the only ſe- 
curity from the ſtroke of eternal vengeance ?—And. 
let me aſk, can this be a ſecurity to us, unleſs we are 
veſted with it? Could this building, though very ſub- 

fntial, have ſecured us from the ruſhing rains, if we 


had not betaken ourſelves te its friendly covert? 


CHRIST 1s repreſented, in the prophecy of IJſaiab, 
by this very image; as 4 place of refuge, and as 4 co - 
vert from the ſtorm and from rain f. That is, his. 
merit and death are a ſure protection from the curſe 


of the law, and the damnation of hell. No fury of 


the elements ſo terrible as %%; no bulwark of ſtone 

To impregnable as 2%. — If this is a proper emblem 
of CHRIST, to what ſhall we liken faith ? To a per- 
\ ſuaſion, that the Helter of the ſummer- bouſe is free 


for our uſe? To a high eſteem of its accommodation, 


an earneſt defire after its protection, or an habitual. 
8 N tendency 


Does not this give us the moſt awſul and grand ſenſe of Pſal. 
Aix. 9 ? The voice of the LORD, when uttered in thunder, and 
accompanied with lightening, y Y na , not diſcovereth the thick 
_ buſhes, but ftrips. the foreſts; lays bare the branching woods; redu- 

ces tke moſt magnificent and fleurithed cedars to naked and withers 
ed trunks, 5 


4. II. iv. 64 
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tendency towards it? Would this defend us from the 
inclemencies of the weather? Would this keep us 


dry, amidſt (what you call) the deſcending deluge t' 


Would this eſteem, defire, or tendency, unleſs carried 


into actual entrance and poſſeſſion, be a proper ſafe- 
guard, or indeed any manner of enen to our 
perſons? | 
e Aſpaſe fo; neither would: 2 perſuaſion that 
the ſummer houſe is e 

Aſp. True: but a belief that CHRIST is mine, is ; 
like entering the ſummer-houſe. When the divine 
SPIRIT reveals the obedient and dying SAVIOUR. 
in my heart; when I am enabled to believe, that his 
death was the deſert of my fins, and his obedience is - | 
the matter of my jultific ation; when I live in the ex- 
erciſe of this appropriating faith, then I find that 
comfort, and I receive that: benefit which correſpond 
with the repoſe and ſecurity we now enjoy from this 
hoſpitable itructure. | 
Ther. May I then, from this tall ant, look upon 8 
CHRIST, his glorious perſon, his perfect righteouſ- 
neſs, and his precious death, as my certain inheri- 


tance? May I firmly believe, that through this grand 


_ immenſely meritorious cauſe, I ſhall have pardon and 


acceptance, true holineſs and endleſs ſalvation ? © 
Aſp. Why thould you not belteve all this firmly ? 


You have the ſame reaſon to believe with a ſteady con- 
| fidence, as to believe with any degree of affiance. It 


is the free promiie of the goſpel, addreſſed to firners, 


10 that warrants the latter; and the very ſame promiſe, 
under the ſame circumſtances of unmerited munificence, L 


authoriſes the former. 


Vou have heard my opinion, hear now -what our 
LORD himſelf ſays; Let him that is arhirſl, come; 
and whoſoever will, let him take the water of life free | 
* He may partake of my ſpiritual and unſpeakable | 
bleſſings, as freely as he makes uſe of the moſt com- 
mon reſrelments: : as a as he drinks of the running 
Aren 5 


, Rev. xxii. 15. 


1 
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ſtream. This is his royal proclamation.— Hear 8 
gracious invitation. Look, unto me, and be ye ſaved | ;- 
ſaved from your diſquieting ſears, by juſtification 3. 


ſaved from your domineering corruptions, by ſanctifi- 


cation; ſaved from every evil, by complete and eter- 
nal redemption. To whom is this moſt affectionate. 
call directed? Not to a few diſtinguiſhed favourites 
only, but to all the ends of the earth. None are ex- 
cepted; none are prohibited; and can my Theron ima- 


Nay farther, hear our LORD 's earneſt intreaty;- 
hear his tender and repeated importunity; As though. 
GOD did beſcech you by us, we pray you in CHRIS T's. 
lead, be ye reconciled to GOD *. Hark! Tis the voice. 
of infinitely. condeſcending love, ſpeaking by his am- 
baſſador :—** Sinners, accept my great ſalvation, En- 
joy what J have purchaſed for you, by my dying a- 

„ gonies. Do. not ſuſpect my kindneſs, or refuſe my- 

„gifts. This will. wound me deeper, than the ſpear _ 
Which pierced my heart.“ Oi the grace of our 


exalted KING. He bows from his celeſtial throne, 


He almoſt kneels to his guilty creatures. He begs, 
he even begs of obnoxious finners, not to reje& his. 
mercies.— After all this, can you entertain the leaſt. 
doubt Theron, whether you-have a permiſſion to be- 


Heve firmly ? 


Ther, This is extraordinary goodneſs indeed! I. 
have often read theſe paſſages, but never ſaw them, 


till this hour, in a light ſo engaging and ſo encoura- 


* Ih. Should not. this. threefold eord- be ſtrong. 
enough to draw my dear friend; let me add (what: 
muſt abſolutely ſuperſede all objections) the plain ex- 
preſs, peremptory command of the ALMIGHTY :. 
This is his command, that-we ſhould believe on the name 
ef. his Son FESUS.CHRIST J Pray, examine the 
language; not he a/lows only; or barely adviſes; but. 
commands, We are not only permitted, but ſtrict. 


1 IC, . 24. * 2. Cor. v. 20. 1 John ili. 23. 
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iy required. It is not only our privilege, but COD's. 
poſitive injunioa —Upon the diſcovery of ſuch a 
SAVIOUR, methinks every heart ſhould cry; „O 
« that I might be allowed to approach him! to ſo- 
4 licit an intereſt in him! How gladly would I wait, 

« eyer ſo long a time, in ever ſo mean a poſture, if I. 
4 might at the laſt receive him as my portion ? PP 
The ſuperabundant goodneſs of GOD. prevents our 
| Wiſhes, and exceeds our hopes. „ I freely give my 

big ” ſaith the LORD, „ and all his riches to 

66 U beſeech you, as a compaſſionate friend, not 
46 ts refuse him. I injoin you, as an uncontrollable 
t Sovereign, to® believe on him.“ Ho gracious !' 
moſt amazingly gracious is this command! And give 
me leave to hat, it is the greateſt and moſt import» 
ant command that ever iſſued from the throne of glo- 
ry. If this be neglected, no other can be kept; if 

this be obterved, all others will be eaſy.— Now, 7% 

ron, will you not receive CHRIST, and look upon his. 
all. ſufficient merits as your own ? Is not your warrant. 
clear and e re nay, i is not your u 

ſtrong and indiſpenſable ? 

"Ther, Truly, 4ſþa/ 79, you put all my miſtenfifal ap- 
prehenſions to the ſtand. Here is a proclamation from 
the bleſſed GOD, — ſeconded by his invitation, —ac- 
companied by his intreaty, —and all enforced by bis 
command. I know not what can be a fuller-proof of: 
| your point, or a ſtronger inducement to believe. 
As. Yes, my friend, I can produce (if ſuch a thing 

be poſfſible) ufer proof ſtill; ſuch as, J hope, will; 


totally rout un elief, are drive all her forces from the 


field. 


GOD has not only invited yon, intreated you, and 
commanded you to live under the ſweet perſuaſion, 
that his SON is your SAVIOUR ;- but he has given 

you the grandeſt ratifcation of this precious truth,—. 
He has paſſed his word; he has made you a firm pro- 
miſe; nay, he has given you many and various pro- 
miſes, of this ine ſtimable bleſſing. And GOD is not 
a man, that he ſhould lie: or the SON of man, that be. 


— 
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ſhould repent. Hath he ſaid, and ſhall 4. not "do it! p- 
or hath he. ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it pwnd 5 ? Hea- 
ven and earth may drop into nothing, ſooner than one 
promiſe, or indeed one jot or title of his Promiſe, . 
ſhould fall to the ground. 
Beſides this, he has given you, if I may ſo ſpeak; a | 
note under his own hand. He has recorded his pro- 
miſes in the Bible, and written them with an everlaſt- 


ing pen: ſo that they will ſtand conſpicuous and in- 


_ delible, like a bill. drawn upon heaven, and a baſis laid. 
for faith, ſo long as the ſun and moon endure. 


es Co 


Nay, he has confirmed all, by the moſt ſolemn ſane- 


tion imaginable ; by his oath ; by hit own. oath ; by. 
the oath of a GOD. Thoug ch his word is ſure, and. 
his promiſe immutable, he Side (aſtoniſhing condeſ- 
cenſion ! aderable benignity 1) he adds nis oaTH to 
all.— He not only ſpeaks, but ſwears, ſwears by him» 
ſelf ; ſwears by his own eternal exiſtence ; that his. 


promiſes belong -o %]; Mark this particular with _ 


the moſt exact attention. To whom do thoſe promiſes - 
belong, which are ratified in this unequalled and in- 
violable manner: To the holy, the upright, the ace. 


compliſhed To thoſe, . ſays the ſcripture, who fly for - 


refuge to. the hope ſet before them *; the hope fer before 
them in the propitiation, | the righteouſneſs, the inet»: 
fable merits. of CHRIST. 


Ther. May I then believe, firmly believe, abel 


believe, that FESUS the Mediator, and all the rich 


benefits of his mediation, are mine? Pardon me, A. 
paſio, for reiterating the queſtion. I am really, with 
reſpect to the obedience. of faith, too much like that 
Saxon monarch, who, for his remilliels and inactivity, . 
was ſirnamed The Unready . | | 
Asp. I do more.than pardon my dear Theron. . 
feel tor him, and I ſympathize with him; If there is 
| ſome of that Sexon prince's diſeaſe running in his re- 
| ligion ; : I am ſure, there is too much of it in mine: 
and I fear it is an epidemical diſtemper. | But let us. 
reflect. 


„ Numb. xxiii. 19 * Heb, vi. 17, 18. f Eibelred. 
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> N reſtect a moment. Suppoſe any neighbour of ſub- 
- |  - ſtance and credit, ſhould bind himſelf by a deliberate 
- 5 promiſe, to do you ſome particular piece of ſervice z— 
Ii he ſhould add to his promiſe a note under his own 
by hand ;—if he ſhould corroborate both by ſome authen- 


tic pledge ;—if he ſhould eſtabliſh all by a moſt awful 
and ſolemn 94th could you ſuſpet the ſincerity of 
his engagement, or harbour any doubt with regard to 
its execution? This would be moſt unreaſonable in 
any one; and to your generous temper, I am very 
I certain, it would be impoſſible.— Let us remember, 
; that GOD has given us all this cauſe for an aſſurance 
of faith, and more. Nay, I will defy the moſt timo- 
rous and ſuſpicious temper, to demand from the moft 
treacherous perſon on earth, a greater, ſtronger, ful- 
ler ſecurity, than the GOD of infinite fidelity has 
granted to you and me.—After all this, one would 
think, diffidence itſelf could no longer heſitate, nor 
the moſt jealous incredulity demur. Shall we, can 
we with hold that affiance from the unchangeable 
CREATOR, which we could not but repoſe on a fal - 
lible creature? 
__ Ther. You roufe and animate me, Helo. 01 that 
| L may ariſe, and, with the divine aſſiſtance, ſhake off 
this ſtupor of unbelief! Certainly, it can never be ho- 
nourable to GOD, nor e to e nor 
profitable to ourſelves. 
Ab If it be, then cheriſh it ; maintain is and ne- 
ver relinquiſh it.— But how can it be honourable to. 
GOD ? ? It depreciates his goodneſs ;- it is a reproach. 
to his veracity ; nay, the apoſtle ſcruples not to affirm, . 
that it mates him a liar *. Whereas, they who believe 
his teſtimony, glorify his faithfuineſs ; ; glorify his be - 
neficenee; and, as John the Baptiſt ſpeaks, /et to their 
cal that C0 D is true t. — I have been informed, that, 
When the late Zlector of Hanover was declared, by the 
parliament of Great Britain, ſucceſſor to the vacant 
throne; ſeveral perſons of diſtction waited upon his 
: Highneſs, in order to make timely 4 for 2 7 
| moir : 
"x John, 10... | | 4 John ii libs 33. 
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moſt valuable prefertments. Several requeſts of this 
nature were granted, and each was confirmed by a 
kind of promiſſory note. One gentleman, particular 


ly, ſolicited for the Mafter/hip of the Rolls, Being in- 


dulged in his deſire, he was offered the ſame confirma- 
tion, which bad been vouchſaſed to other ſucceſsful 
petitioners. Upon which, he ſeemed to be under a 

| pang of graceful confuſion and ſurpriſe ; begged, that 
he might not pur the royal donor to ſuch unneceſſary 


trouble; at the ſame time proteſting, that he looked 


upon his Highneſs's auord, as the very beſt ratification. 
of his ſuit.— With this conduct, and this compliment, 


the Elector was not a little pleaſed. This is the 


« gentleman,“ he ſaid, who does me a real ho- 


nour; treats me /ize 4 king; and whoever is diſap - 


« pointed, he ſhall certainly be gratified.” So, we 
are aſſured by the teſtimony of revelation, that the 


patriarch, who aggered not through unbelief, gave, 
and in the moſt ſignal, the moſt acceptable manner 


 glary to GOD *. 


- Is it pleaſing to CHRIST !—Quite the reverſe. It 


diſhonours his merit; it detrads from the dignity of 


his righteouſneſs ; it would enervate the power of his 
interceſſion. Accordingly you may obſerve, there is 
nothing which our LORD ſo frequently re proved in 
his followers, as this ſpirit of unbelief — What ſays he 
to his diſciples, when he came down from the mount 
of transfiguration? O faithleſs and perverſe || generation! 
They were perverſe, becauſe faithleſs.— What fays he 
to the travellers, whom he overtook in their journey 
to Emmans ? O fools, and flow of heart to believe |! 
They were 11 85 becauſe flow to believe.— What ſays 


7 he 


Kom. IV. 20. 


4 8 Matth. xvii. 17. A belleving date of lad, is 
like ſome well-arra nged and beautify! ſy ſtem of limbs. Unbelief | 


/terts the harmonious frame, and disfigures _ 


d ſlocates the parts, 
comely proportion. 


t. Avondel, Luke xxiv. 25. Not thous ble * but fupid creatures 3. 


void of undetſtanding; as we ſay in Zug 


ww common ſeuſe r 
er, as Horace would have ſeid in Latin, 


O tribus Anticyria capui in 1d; ” ! 
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dr to the apoſtles, after his reſurrection ? FESUS up- 
braided 142m with their wnbelief*, He took no notice. 


of their cowardly and perfidious behaviour; he in- 
veighed againſt none of their other follies and infir- 
murics; but he upbraided them with their unbelief. 
Not gently rcbuked. No; this was a fault fo unrea- 


. for.able in itſelf, ſo reproachful to their MAS'TER, 


{5 pernicious to themſelves, that he ſeverely reprimanded 
them for it; with an air of vehemence, and with a 
mixture of inne Pinner 88 
Is it profitable to ourſelves ? Nothing leſs, It.damps 
our love, and diminiſhes our comfort, It ſubjects us 
to that fear, which hath torment ; and diſqualifies us 


for that obedience, which is filial, In a word, this 
diſtruſtful and unbelieving temper weakens every prin» 


eiple of piety, and impoverithes the whale foul. — 


 Whence come ſpiritual ofcitancy and remiſſneſs? 
whence proceed ſterility and unfruitfulneſs in the 
| knowledge of CHRIST? St Peter aſcribes them all 


to an habitual unbelief. Such perſons, he ſays, have 


Fergotten that they were purged from their former ſins *. 


Un the regenerate, where it remains, it is very de- 


trimental ; for they that will not believe, ſhall not 36% 
eſtabliſhed **, In the unregenerate, where it prevails, 
it is abſolutely deſtructive; and though it may not 


Fill like an apoplexy, it waſtes like a conſumption, 


7 


They could not enter in, becauſe of unbelief Tf. 
Let us then, my dear friend, cal away this fin, 


which /e eaſily beſets us both. It cloggs our feet; it 


hampers 


Mark xvi. 14. The word is not exrc1:@yoor, as in Luke xvii. 


3. not eacyte, as in Tit. i. 13. but ovedice. Which ſignifies, not 
| barely a rebuke, but a rebuke accempanied with keen and flinging 


reflections; ſuch as may cover the face with bluſhes, and wound | 


: the heart with anguiſh.—It is uſed, by the evangeliſt Luke, and by 
the apoſtle Peter, to deſcribe thoſe calumnies, invectives, and re- 


proaches, with which the perſecutors of Chriſtianity endeavoured 


to gall and offi the Chriſtians. Luke vi. 22. 1 Pet. iv. [4.— 
Though our LORD FESUS was moſt amiably tender and gentle; 
yet, when feverity was neceſſary and wholeſome, he knew how to | 
de ſevere. Our all wiſe PHYSICIAN could apply the cauſtic, as 


well as adminiſter the cerdial. . 5 
1 2 Pet. i. 8, 9. U. wi. 9. f Heb. m. 19. 
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hampers all our powers ; and hinders ns from running, 


with alacrity and ſpeed, the race. that is ſet before us. 
What ſays David? GOD hath ſpoken in his holineſs 6; 
hath made an expreſs and inviolable promiſe, that 1 


ſhall be ruler of his people Iſrael. I will rejoice there- 


fore; away with alarming apprehenſion ; I will even 
exult and triumph. Nay more; I will divide Sbechem, 
and mete out the valley of Succoth ; I will look upon 
the whole land as my own. I will divide it, and diſ- 
poſe of it, juſt as if it was already in my pofiefſion. |} 
Why ſhould not you and I alſo ſay? 60D hath ſpoken 
An bis holineſs ; hath expreſsly and ſolemnly declared, 


"The-promiſe of an all-fuficient SAVIOUR #s t you. 


We will rejoice therefore; confiding in this moſt faith= 
ful word, we will bid adieu to all diſquieting fears, 
and make our boaſt of this glorious REDEEMER. 
Tes; notwithſtanding all our unworthineſs, CHRIST 
And his atonement, CHRIST and his righteouſneſs, 
are ours. GOD hath paſſed his word; and, amidſt 
all our temptations, his word is our anchor; its hold 
is firm, and its ground immoveable ||, LC 
Ter. | have heard ſome people diſtinguiſh between 


the faith of reliance, and the faith of aſſurance ; be- 


tween the reflex and the direct act of faith. Methinks, 
J approve theſe ſentiments, though I diſlike the terms. 
The ſentiments are happily adapted to the relief of 
human infirmity; though the terms are rather tov 
Abſtruſe for ordinary capacities to underſtand.  =*t_ 


A. I cannot fay, that I am very fond, either of 


. 8 Pful. Ix. 6. „ | 
This very important doctrine is more 'copiouſly diſplayed, in 


ſome ſermons of Mr Ebenezer Erſkine's, on the affurance of faith, 
vol. III. p. 201.“ — Was I to read, in erder to refine my taſte, or 
improve my ſtyle; I would prefer Biſhop Atrterbury's ſermons, Dr 
Bate's works, or Mr Sced's diſcourſes. But was I to read, with a 


"fingle'view to the edification of my heart, in true faith, ſelid com- 


fort, and evangelical holineſs; I would have recourſe to Mr Erſkin, 
and take his volumes for my guide, my companion, and my own fami- 


liar frie _ 


* This refers to a ſele& collection of Meſſ Ebenezer and Ralph Erikine's fers 
mons publithed at London, in thrte volumes octavo. The ſermons on the 3. 
ſurance of faith are to be found in the firk volume of Mr Ebenezer Erikine's 


— 


a6 printed at Edinburgh iu 1761. 
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the one, or of the other, In my opinion, they both 
| Partake too much of the ſubtilty of the ſchools; and 


are more likely to create perplexity, than to rn 


ſter godly edifying. For which reaſon,.I ſhould chuſe 
to drop the difficult phraſes, and not to dwell on the 
nice diſtinctions. Yet, if we muſt not diimils them, 


ik without ſome notice, I would juſt remark, — 


That the faith of reliance, in its true ſcriptural - 
ſenſe includes or preſuppoſes a degree of aſſurance. — 
Includes; for what is reliance, but a rzpoſe of the 
mind, which is attended with tranquillity, and ex- 

cludes perturbation ? how can this take place, if there 
be no ſort of conviction, that the LORD #s Mm 4 b 
and my ſalvation ? Preſuppoſes ; for who woüfd rely. 


bon a ſatisfaction made, without being perſuaded, that 


the ſatisfaction is for him and his iniquities,?, Reliance, 
ſeparated from this perſuaſion, ſeems to, be neither 


comfortable, nor reaſonable. 


As to thoſe who inſiſt upon what they call the reflex 
act of ſaith ; ſure, they miſtake the nature of the thing. 
This, if 1 underſtand them aright, is their way of 
| urgoing ; « am a new creature; 1 love the LRD 
% FESUS in fincerity z J have the fruits of the 

« SPIRIT. From whence i, is plain, that CHRIST 
« and his ſalvation are mine.” Now, in all this pro- 
cedure, I cannot diſcern the leaſt footftcp of faith; 
no not the leaſt trace of receiving a teſtimony, or re- 
lying upon a SAVIOUR. Here is nothing more 
than a logical deduction of one propoſuion from ano» 
ther; a concluſion drawn from giving premiſes. Grant 


| the latter, and any perſon, without any aid from the 


SPIRIT, will infer the former, It may, therefore, 
more properly be reckoned an act of reaſoning, than 
of believing; it is founded on what we ourſelves feel, 
not upon the record of a faithful GOD; and it is ſty- 
led, by judicious writers, the aſſurance of fenje, x ra- 

5 ther than"of faith. 

When, in conformity to the cated opinion, : 
we are adviſed to prove our .ticle to comfort, by ge- 
nuine marks of converſion; ; and taught on this co- 
. . 3 i lumn | 
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lumn to fix the capital of aſſurance; I would rather 
propoſe a queſtion, than advance objections.— Is not 
this ſomewhat like placing the dome of a cathedral 
upon the ſtalk of a tulip? . 

Ther. No, ſay they; it was the practice of the a+ 
poſtle himſelf; and he has left it upon record, as a 
pattern for all poſterity to copy. Ve know that we 
are paſſed from death unto fe, becauſe we love the bre- 
thren. 

Aſp. Obſerve, Theron, the proceſs of the apoſtles 
reaſoning. It is like the form of an inverted. cone; 
where you have firſt the point, and from thence pro- 
ceed to the baſe. So the ſacred writer begins with 
„the leſs, and aſcends to the greater proof. He ſays, 
in one of the following verſes; Hereby perceive ue 
the love of GOD *, becauſe he laid down his life, not 
merely for Gnoers, but /r ws in particular,— Here, 
you ſee, is aſſurance by the direct act of faith. From 
this truth believed, from this bleſſing received, the 
love of the brethren takes its riſe. Which may very 
juſtly be admitted as an evidence, that our faith is 
real, and eur aſſurance no deluſion. As yonder 
leaves: may ſerve to diſtinguiſh the particular ſpecies, 
and aſcertain the healthy (tate of the trees on which 
"hop grow. 

When your tenants bring i in cheir rent, this afords | 
no contemptible evidence, that the lands which they 
reſpectively occupy are yours. But this is a proof 

which does not occur, every day or every week ; it 

| is 


5 * Jun! iii. 16. The word GOD is not in "oh original. It 
was omitted by the apoſtle, juſt as the particular name is omitted 
1 Mary, when ſhe ſpeaks to the gardener ; Sir, if thou haſt borne 
him hence ;—and by the church, when ſhe. e the ſacred. object 
of her affection; Let him æiſt me with the kiſſes of his mouth ; John 
XX. Ig. Cantic. i, I,,—ln all which places, there is a language, a 
very emphatical language, even in the ſilence. It declares, — 
deeply the heart was penetrated, how totally the thoughts were poſ- 
ſeſſed, by the beloved and illuſtrious ſubjet. It expreſſes alſo the 
ſuperlative dignity and amiableneſs of the perſon meant: as the? 
he, and he alone, either was or deſerved to be known and admired 
by all. For which reaſon, to mention his name, or difplay his ex- 
eclleucies, ſeemed as needleſs, as to-lhew light to the opened eye. 
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is occaſional only, and of the ſubordinate kind. — 
The grand demonſtration, that which is always at: 
hand, and always forcible, is your poſſeſſion of the 


deeds of conveyance. Thus, the promiſe of GOD in 


his divine word is our charter, or the authentic con - 
veyance of our right to pardon and ſalvation. Make 
Juſt the ſame difference between this promiſe and your 
own holineſs, as you make between the writings of 
_ your eſtate and the receival of the revenues; you will 


then judge aright, becauſe your Judgment, will co- in 
cide with the apoſtte? 5. | 


Beſides, this method of ſeeking peace abd Wan e 


1 fear, will perplex the ſimple - minded; and cherith, 
rather than ſuppreſs, the fluctuations of doubt. For, 
let the marks be what you pleaſe, a love of the bre - 
|  thren or a love of all righteouſneſs, a change of heart 
or an alteration of life ; theſe good qualifications are 
fometimes like the ſtars at noon-day, not eafftly, if at all 
diſcernable ; or elſe they are like a glow worm in the 
night, g/immering, rather than ſhining ; conſequently _ 
will yield, at the beſt, but a feeble, at the work, a 


very precarious evidence If, in fuch a manner, we 


ſhould acquire ſome little aſſurance, how ſoon may it 
be unſettled by the incurſions of daily temptation, or 


deſtroyed by the inſurrection of remaining ſin! At 


ſuch a juncture, how will it keep its ſtanding ! how 
retain its being! It will fare like a tottering wall, be 
fore the tempeſt; or be as the "gn without mirc, and 
the flag without water * 


| Inſtead therefore of poring on our own hearts, to 
diſcover, by inherent qualities, our intereſt in CHRIST, 


I thould rather renew my application to the free and 
| ſaithfol promiſe of the LOKD; aſſert and maintain 
my title, on this unalteralle ground. —“. Pardon is 
4 mine, I would ſay grace 1s mine, CHRIST and 
, all his ſpiritual bleſſings are mine. Why ? becauſe 
Tam conſcious of e operations in my o. V 


a breaſt? 
* Job vii. 11. 
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« breaſt ? Rather becauſe G0 D hath ſpoken in his holi- 
* neſs; becaufe all theſe precious privileges are con- 
„ ſigned over to me in the everlaſting goſpel, with a 
«« clearneſs unqueſtionable as the truth, with a certain- 

« fy inviolable as the oath of GOD.” 

- Caſt your eye into vonder meadow. Take notice 
of that induſtrious herman; how intent he is upon 
the purſuit of his buſineſs. He has juſt thrown his 
net, and taken a conſiderable booty. ou do not ſee 
him ſpending his time in idle triumphs, on account of 
his ſucceſs. He does not Rand to meaſure the dimen» 
ſions of the fiſh, or compute the value of his prize. 
But having, without delay, ſecured the captives; he 
prepares for another caſt, and — for another 
draught. 

80 let us, inſtead of exulting in any paſt acquiſi· 
tions, ſeek afreſh to the inexhauſtible fulneſs of our 
SAVIOUR, for renewed communications, If we 
have been bleſſed with any taſte of his goodneſs, or 
any tokens of his love, let us not too fondly dote up- 
on the ſweetneſs of ſuch experiences, Let us not, 
make them the foundation of our confidence, but on- 
ly ſo many encouragements tb perſevere and advance 
in believing: that, having life and having peace from. 
our divine HEAD, we may have them more abun · 
dantly . Then will be fulfilled the ſaying which is 


written ; ; The juſt, the righteous in FESUS CHRIST 


ball live, ſhall not only be delivered from condemn- 
nation and death, but ſhall thrive in comfort, and 
flouriſh in holineſs : — How? by reflecting on their. 

ſanctification, or viewing their own attainments? No; 
but by the infinitely more encouraging views of their 
completeneſs in CHRIS7, and by a freſh, a repeated, a 
never ceaſing exerciſe en , on that HOLY ONE 
of GOD. 


This, I verily think, nay this, the zpokile teftiGen, 


is the mot eſßectual way of feeding that lamp, and A 


quickening that flame ; which, having cheered us in 
. pm 2 dur 
, John x. Io, | | Rom i. 17. 
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our earthly pilgrimage, will be how pate * into 
immortal gory '? in the heavens. 


Here they went in; and, after a flight reſreſhment, 
took coach. —As they were returning home, Thercn 
obſerved, not without concern, the changed and me- 


lancholy aſpect of things, in the territories of the 


huſbandman. The fields of corn, which, a little 
while ago, were gracefully erect, or ſoftly inelining 
to the breeze, lay ſunk, and flatted under the impe- 
tuous rains.— Such, added Aſpaſio, ſuch I apprehend 
will be our faith, if it aſpires not after aſſurance, or if 
its aſſurance is erected on any endowments of our own. 

Ther. If this is the caſe, what can be the reaſon, 
why ſo many people are totally deſtitute of all religi - 


ous aſſurance? have no notion of it, much leſs aſpire 
_ after it? and as to full aſſurance, they would be much 


ſurpriſed, perhaps highly diſguſted, at the very men- 


tion of ſuch a doctrine? 


Aſp. 1f people never aſpire after the rener of 


faith, or an appropriating intereſt in CHRIST, I ve- 


ry much queſtion, whether they are truly awakened, 
or really in earneſt. They are like the men of Bipbras 


im, whom the prophet ſtyles à cake not turned; 


neither bread, nor yet dough ; neither abſolute repro- 
bates, nor real ſaints, Or, as our LORD explains 
the proverb, in his charge againſt the church of Lao- 
dicea; they are neither hot nor cold +; not frozen in 
inſenſibility, tis true; at the ſame time, nor fervent 
in ſpirit; but indifferent and lukewarm in the con- 
cerns of religion. —As to a full allurance, or the high 
eſt degree of this grace, was I to declare myſelf more 
explicitely upon this point, it ſhould be in the calm 
and moderate words of a judicious divine; © 1 do 
« not affirm, that, without a full aſſurance, there is 
& no faith. But this I maintain, that where-ever the 
4 latter exiſts, chere will be a figcere Purſuit of the 
660 former.” . 
| Among 
. Hol. vii. 9, | 3 | Rev, Ui. 1 3. | 
es IE 
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Among the reaſons why ſo ſew perſons attain this 


eminent bleſſing, we may reckon the following. 
They underſtand not the perfect freeneſs of grace, nor 


the immnienſe merits of CHRIST. They never conſi- 
der the unſpeakable value of an aſſured faith; neither 
are they aware, that it is intended for the enjoyment 


of /inners. —Either they ſeek it not at all; or elſe 
they ſeek it where it is not to be found; from ſome 
works of righteouſneſs in themſelves, rather than 


from the gracious promiſe of GOD in his word, which 
is altogether as ill judged, and as ſure to iſſue in diſ- 

1 as if a perſon ſhould go in queſt of ice 
amidſt the torrid zone, or expect to find ſpicy iſlands 
under the northern pole. 


But whether people conſider it or no, the value 
of an aſſured faith is indeed unſpeakable. When this 
is wrought in the heart, peace will ſtand firm, and 
afflictions drop their ſting. ' Prayer will return laden 
with treaſures, and death will approach ſtripped of 
its terrors. The ſoul will be as a watered garden, 
and all her graces %% m as a roſe. -When this is 
wrought in the heart, the goſpel of CHRIST will ap- 
Pear with new charms, and operate with new energy. 
Its hymns will no longer be a ſtrange language to 
your ear, nor its privileges as forbidden fruit to your 
palate. You will then, as you peruſe each ſacred 


page, feel it to be the power of GOD, and 7aſte that 


the LORD is gracious *. You will reap a benefit, and 
enjoy a delight, as much ſuperior to thoſe of the 
doubting reader, as the pleafure of eating this delici - 
ous peach is ſuperior to the mere deſcription of its 
agreeable reliſh. oi 


Bear with me a moment longer, Theron, For you 
can hardly imagine, what an improvement and exal- 


tation this will give to every ?rath you contemplate, 
and every object you behold. — When you contemplate |} 
the riſe of kingdoms, and the fall of empires; when 
you recolle& the many great and aſtoniſhing events 
recorded in the hiſtory of nations; how highly de- 


1 | lightful 
1 et. ii. 3. 5 | 


r e 
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lightful mult it be to fay, « All theſe paſſed under 
t the ſuperintendency of that hand, which was pier- 
& ced with the bloody nail, and faſtened to the cur- 
« ſed croſs for me „When you behold the magni- 
ficence of creation, and the richneſs of its furniture; 
the grandeur of nature, and the variety of her works 
what a heightened pleaſure muſt they all impart, if, 


as you view the glorious ſcene, your thoughts make 
anſwer to your eyes; All theſe were brought into 


4 exiſtence by that adorable PERSON, who ſuſtained 
« my guilt, a wrought out my juſtifying rights» 


&« ouſneſs !? 
O! that we may poſſeſs this precious faith * ! that 


it may grow inceſſantly, grow exceedingly + ! till. it be 


rooted, like thoſe tull-grown oaks, under which we 
lately walked! and grounded t, like that well-built 
_ edifice, w which is ſtill in our view! 


Ther. 1 join with my Apaſio in this wiſh z and moſt | 
beg of him to inform me, how I may attain fo deſi- 


rable a bleſſing. 


Aſp. You have entirely Me: of ao: 


king apologies : would to GOD I might be as ſucceſs- 
fully inſtrumental in delivering my friend from his 


doubts ! that the goſpel might come to us, as it came 
to the Theſalonians, net in word only, but in fewer and 


in the HOLY GHOST, and in much aſſurance g. 


Prayer is the firſt expediert. Every good giſt. is 


from above, and cometh down from the FATHER 
of lights. CHRIST is not only the object, but the 


author and finiſher of our faith. LORD, increaſe our 
faith, was the requeſt of the diſciples, and ſhould be 


the prevailing language of our hearts. 


Lay up many of the divine promiſes in your memo - 


ry. dtock that noble cabinet with this in valuable trea- 
: ſure. 


9 Pot £4 OE | 1 2 Theft. i. 3 


| = Roc ed and gro- unded, 5 * „ Theſe are 
the apoſtle's beautiful ideas, or rather expreſſive N each 


comprehended | in a 8 word, Bob, iti. 18. 
8 I Thefl, te 1 oo 
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fure. Faith cometh by hearing ||, by meditating on, 
dy praying over, this word of life, and word of grace. 
—And never, never forget the freeneſe, with which 
the promiſe is made, and its good things are beſtowed. 
You are to receive the one, and apply the other, not 
with a full but with an empty hand; not as a righte · 
ous-perfon, but as an unworthy creature. | 
Make the trial, Exerciſe yourſelf in this great ſe- 
cret of true godlineſs. I am ſatisfied, it will be pro- 
ductive of the moſt beneficial effects. Look unto FE 
SUS as dying in your ſtead, and purchaſing both grace 
and glory for your enjoyment. Come unto GOD as 
a poor finner, yet with a confident dependence; ex- 
petting all ſpiritual bleſſings, through him that loved 
you, and gave himſelf for you. —He that believeth, with 
this appropriating faith, Hall not be confounded *, nor 
fruſtrated in his expectations. He that believeth, with 
this appropriating faith, hall have the witneſs in him- 
elf f. Nothing will bring in fuch light and peace, 
ſuch holineſs and happineſs to his ſoul.— The Ephe/ians 
thus believing, were ſealed with that holy SPIRIT of 
promiſe f. The diſperſed of /rael, thus believing, 
rejoiced with joy unſpeakable 9h. Thoſe were marked out 
as rightful heirs, theſe were bleſſed with ſome de- 
lightfal foretaſtes and both were prepared for the 
complete fruition, of life and immortality. O! that 
we may be followers of their example, and ſharers of 
their felicity ! By | VU 
As for thoſe doubts, which have given you ſo much 
perplexity, and coſt us ſo long a diſquiſition, look up- 
on them as ſome of your greateſt enemies. Oppoſe 
. | | them 


I} Rom. x. 17. On which account the ſcriptures are ſtyled, ihe 

words of faith, 1 Tim. iv. 6. | | . 4 
333 ee nn: . Jabn'y. 100 

} Eph. i. 13. Thrtvoavits ropaſiebnle, not after that ye believed, 
ye were ſealed; but believing, ye were ne In the way of belie- 
ving, ye became partakers of this ſcaling and ſanctifying SPIRIT, 
Conformably to the expoſtulation of the apoſtle on another oeca- 
ſion, Received ye the SPIRIT, by the works of the law, or by tit 
bearing of faith? 1 F 0 | 

| | 5 & I Pet. i. 8. 


. 


DIALOGUE xvn. 353 


them, with all the reſolution and all the vigour of 
your mind. —-Nay, look upon thoſe unreaſonable 
doubts, as ſome of your greateſt fins. Confeſs them, 
with the deepeſt ſhame ; and pray againſt them, with 
the utmoſt ardour.—With equal aſſiduity and zeal, 
let us preſs after a ſtedfaſt, an immoveable, a trium- 
phant faith.— Faith is the vehicle .and the inſtrument 
of every good; All things are poſſible to him that be- 
lieveth *, —Faith is the immediate and grand end of 
the whole goſpel ; Theſe things are written, that ye _ 
might believe || Let us therefore covet, earneſtly let 
us covet this beſt of gifts, and /hew all diligence to the 
FULL ASSURANCE of l OE T, 


* Mark ix, 23. John xx. 31. j Heb, Vil. 11. 


K 5 next morning, Theron ordered a cold colla- 
tion to be prepared, and his pleaſure -boat to hold 
itfelf in readineſs, —Breakfaſt being diſpatched, and 
| ſome neceſſary orders relating to the family given t—_ 
Now, ſays he ta Aſpaſio, let me fulfil my promiſe z or 
rather let us execute our mutual engagement; and 
confign the remainder of this mild and charming day 
to a rural excurſion. . 
We will take the route along one of the fineſt roads 
in the world: A road incomparably more curious and 
durable, than the famous cauſeys raiſed by thoſe puiſ- 
ſant hands which conquered the globe: A road which 
has ſubſiſted from the beginning of time; ard, tho' 
frequented by innumerable carriages, laden wich the 
heavieſt burdens, has never been gulled, never want- 
ed repair, to this very hour. Upon this, they ſtep in- 
to the chariot, and are conveyed to a large navigable 


river, about three quarters of a mile diſtant from the 


houſe. —Here they launch upon a new element, at- 
. „ tended 


K 
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' tended by two or three ſervants, expert at handling 


the oar, and managing the nets. . 
Is this the road, replied Aſpaſto, on which my friend 


beſtows his panegyric? It is indeed more curious in its 


ſtructure, and more durable in its ſubſtance, than the 


celebrated Roman cauſeys: though I mult aſſure you, 


the latter have a very diſtinguiſhed ſhare of my eſteem. 


I admire them far beyond Træjan's pillar, or Caracal- 
la's baths; far beyond the idle pomp of the Pantheon, 
or the worſe than idle magnificence of the amphi- 


theatre. They do the trueſt honour to the empire; be- 
cauſe, while they were the glory of Rome, they were 


a general good “; and not only a monument of her 


grandeur, but a benefit to mankind. 


But more than all thefe works, I admire that excel. 
lent and divinely-gracious purpoſe, to which Provi- 
dence made the empire itſelf ſubſervient. It was a kind 
of road or cauſey for the everlaſting goſpel, and af - 
forded the word of life a free paſſage to the very ends 
of the earth. The evangelical dove mounted the wings 
of the Roman eagle; and flew with ſurprifing expedi- 
tion, through all nations. Who would have thought, 
that inſatiable ambition and the moſt bloody wars (hould 
be paving a way for the PRINCE of humility and 
peace? How remote from all human apprehenſion was 
ſuch a deſign: and how contrary to the natural re- 
ſult of things was ſuch an event! Moſt remarkably 
therefore was that obſervation of the Pſalmiſt verified; 
His ways are in the ſea, and his paths in the great ua- 
fert, and his footſteps are not known |. 


Converſing on ſuch agreeable ſubjects, they were 


carried, by the ſtream, through no leſs agreeable 


. ſcenes. 


* Theſe roads ran throngh all 7taly, and ſtretched themſelves in- 
to the territories of France. They were carried acroſs ihe Alpe, 


the Pyrenean mountains, and through the whole kingdom of Spain. 


Some of them, towards the ſouth, reached even to Ethiopia; and 


ſome of them, towards the north, extended as far as Scotland. 


The remains of ſeveral of them continue in England to this day: 


though they were made, it is probable, above 1600 years ago- 
lp eng Woe the I Pal, IXxvii. 19. | 


Ce a a tte a as os vos dla. oo Mo 


upon the ſky; how their diminiſhed tops are dreſſed | 
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ſcenes. They paſs by hills clothed with hanging woods, 


and woods arrayed in varying green. Here, exclud+ 


ed from a ſight of the outſtretched plains, they are 


_ entertained with a group of «r/ub/zartial images, and 


the wonders of a mimic creation. Another ſun ſhines, 
but ſtript of his blazing beams, in the watery concave : 


while clouds fail along the downward ſkies, and ſome- 


times diſcloſe, ſometimes draw a veil over the radiant 


orb. Trees, with their inverted tops, either flouriſh 


in the fair ſerene below; or elſe paint, with a pleaſing 
deluſion, the pellucid flood. Even the mountains are 
there, but in a headlong poſture; and, notwithſtand- 
ing their prodigious bulk, they quiver in this floating 


mirror, like the poplar leaves which adorn their ſides, 


Soon as the boat advances, and diſturbs the placid 
ſurface ; the waves, puſhed haſtily to the bank, bear 


off, in broken fragments, the /iguid landſcape. The 


ſpreading circles ſeemed to propheſy, as they rolled; 
and pronounced the pleaſures of this preſent ſtate, — 


the pomp of power, the charm of beauty, and the 


echo of ſame; - pronounced them framſient, as their 


ſpeedy paſſage ; empty, as their unreal freight.—Seem-- 


ed to propheſy ? It was more. Imagination heard 


them utter, as they ran, 


Thus paſs the ſhadowy ſcencs of life 3 | | 


= Emerging from this fluid alley, they dart amidſt f 


the level of a ſpacious meadow. The eye, lately im- 
mured, though in pleaſurable confinement, now ex- 
pands her delighted view, into a ſpace almoſt bound- 
leſs, and amidſt objects little ſhort of innumerable. 
Tranſported for a while, at the numberleſs variety of 


beauteous images, ponred in ſweet confuſion all around, 


ſhe hardly knows where to fix, or which to purſue, 


Recovering, at length, from the pleaſing perplexity, 
the glances, quick and inſtantaneous, acroſs all the 


intermediate plain, and marks the diſtant zvouritains ; 
how cliffs climb over cliffs, till the huge ridges gain 


In 


398 TIIERON av ASPASIO. 


in blue, or wrapped in elouds; while all their leafy 
ſtructures, and all their fleecy tenants, are loſt in air. 
Soon ſhe quits theſe aereal ſummits, and ranges the 
ruſſet heath : here ſhagged with brakes, or tufted with 
ruſhes ; there interſperſed with ſtraggling thickets, or 
folitary trees; which ſeem, like diſaffeted partiſans, . 
to ſhun each other's ſhade.—A ſpire, placed in a re- 
mote valley, peeps over the hills Ser/e is ſurpriſed 
at the amuſive appearance; is ready to ſuſpect, that 
the column riſes, like ſome inchanted edifice, from the 
rifted earth. But reaſon looks upon it, as the earneſt 
of a hidden vale, and the ſure indication of an adja- 
cent town; performing, in this reſpect, much the 
ſame office to the eye, as faith executes with regard 
to the ſoul, when it 1s the evidence of things not ſeen *, 
Next, ſhe roves, with increaſing pleaſure, over ſpa- 
Cious tracts of fertile glebe, and cultured feldes; where 
cattle, of every graceful form, and every valuable 
quality, crop the tender herb, or drink the chryſtal 
rills.— Anon, ſhe dwells with the utmoſt complacen- 
cy, on towns of opulence and ſplendor ; which ſpread 
the ſacred dome, and lift the ſocial roof: Towns, no 
longer ſurrounded with the ſtern forbidding majeſty 
of unpaſſable intrenchments, and impregnable ram- 
parts ; but encircled with the delicate, the inviting 
appendages of gardens and orchards : tho/e, decked 
with all the ſoft graces of art and elegance; theſe, 
bluſhing and pregnant with the more ſubſtantial trea- 


ſures of fruitful nature.—Wreaths of aſcending ſmoke _ 


intermingled with turrets and lofty pinnacles, ſeem to 

_ contend which thali get farthe/? trom the earth, and 
neareſt to the ſkics. Happy for the inhabitants! if 
ſuch was the habitual rendency of their deſires +; if 

no other contention was known in their ſtreets. | 


5 „ 97 Sorin h | | 
+ This compariſon I thirk, cannot appear,vulgar to thoſe per- 
ſons, who have read, and ho revèrerce, the book e Canticles. 
There, the church, aſcendins continvally in devou affect'ons, to 


ber beloved FESUS, and to her heavenly home, is characterized by 


this very ſimilitude: Who is ibis that cometh out of the W dae 
. 5 . | „ Pillars 


- 


. 


R 
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Villas, elegant and magnificent, ſeated in the cen- 
tre of an ample park, or removed to the extremity of a 


lenpthened lawn; not far from a beautiful reſervoir of 
 Randing waters, or the more ſalutary lapſe of a limpid 


liream. — Villages, clad in homely thatch, and lodged. 


ia the boſom of clullering trees. Kuſtics, ſinging at 
their works; ſhepherds, tuning their pipes, as they 


tend their flocks ; travellers, purſuing each his reſpec- 
tive way, in eaſy and joyous ſecurity, 

How pleafing, ſaid Aſaſſo, is our ſituation How 
delighrſul is the aſpect of all things! One would al- 


molt imagine, that nothing could exceed it, and that 


nothing can increaſe it. Yet there is a method of in- 


creaſing even this copious delight, and of beightening 
even this exquiſite pleaſure, Let me deſire my friend, 


anſwered Theron, to explain bis remark ; and not onty 


to explain, but to exempliſy.—If we view, reſumed 


Aſpaſio, our own proſperous, and compare it with the 
aſſlicted condition of others, the method I propoſe, will 


be reduced to practice. Such a dark and mournful 


contraſt 


pillars of ſmoke ? Cine, i. 6 Pha it mult be confeſſ.d, that 

this ſimilitude, like many cf the illuſtrations uſed in ſcripture, 
might have a fort of /zcal propriety ; pecaliar to the people of that 
age, country, end religion. It miglit probably reſer to th-fe co- 
lumns of {moke, which arofe from the burni-effering, or fumed 


tom the altar of incenſe, If fo, this croumſtance muſt give a ſo- 


lemnity and dignity to the idea, of u lich many readers are not at 
all aware, and which indeed no modern reader can fully cor ceixe. 
May [ take leave to mention another compæriſon cf this kird? 


The enemzes of the LOKD Hall conſame as ite fot of lamus; yea, even 
delle ſmoke ſha'l they conſume a,. Pal, xxxvii. 20.—As the fat 
of lamis, is not fo us a ſtriking repreſentation. But to theſe who 


attended the alter, who faw the vi.cuous and muſt combuſtible 


parts of the victim blazing in the ſacred fire, it pieſer ted a very 
lively image: which was ſtill more appakte and liguifcant, if this 


alm was ſung, while the ſacrifice was burning. — None, 1 believe, 
iu ſuch a caſe, could forbcar either objerving or adm! iring the beau- 
titul gradation : hey ſhall perith as yonder fat, which is fo cali'y 
:* ſet on fire; and, when once in a flame, is fo ſpeedily conſumed. 
* Nay, they ſhall be as tife ſmoke, which is ſtill more trarſent ; 
* whoſe light unſubſtantial wreaths but juſt make their appearance 
15 to the A and, in a moment, vaniſh into empty air.“ 


Vor. | | 1. | 5 1 1 
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contraſt muſt throw additional brightneſs, even upon 
the brighteſt ſcene, 

Above, the ſkies ſmile with ſerenity; - below, the 
fields look gay with plenty ; ; all as the ſportive 
Sales, 


Fanning their odoriferns wings, diſpenſe 
Vati ve "perfumes ; and Wy Whence they "ne 
Thuje balmy ſpoils x. 


Vi ith us all circumſtances are as eaſy, as the waf⸗ 
ture of the boat; as ſnooth, as the flow of the ſtream.— 
But let us not forget thoſe grie vous calamities, which 
befal our brethren, in ſome remote tracts of the earth, 


or diſtant parts of the ocean. How many ſailors are 


Rruggling, vainly lruggling, with all the fury of 


rending winds, and daſhing waves! while their veſſel, 
flung to and fro, by tempeſtuous billows, is "mounted. 


into the clouds, or plunged in the abyſs. Poſſibly, the 


. miſerable crew hear their knell ſounded in the ſhatter- 
ed maſt, and ſee deſtruction entering at the burſting. 
planks. Perhaps, this very moment, they pour the 


laſt, diſmal, dying ſhriek; and fink, irrecoverably 


fink, in the all-overwhelming ſurge. —The traveller, 
in Africa's barren waſtes, pale even amidſt thoſe glow- 
ing regions, pale with prodigious conſternation, ſees 
ſudden and ſurpriſing mountains riſe ; fees the ſultry | 
deſert, aſcending the ſky, and ſweeping beſore the 
-whielwind. What can he do? whither fly? how eſ- 
cape the approaching ruin? Alas]! while he attempts 
to rally his thoughts, attempts to deviſe ſome feeble 
_ expedient, he is overtaken by the choking ſtorm, and 
ſuffocated amidſt the ſandy inundation. The driving 
heaps are, now, his executiòner; as the dritted heaps : 
will, ſoon, be his tomb 


W hile we poſſeſs the valuable pride ges, and taſte 


the delicious ſweets of liberty, how many partakers of 
our common nature are condemned to perpetual exile, 
or chained to the oar tor lile! How many are immu- 


red 
4 MI Tov, book IV. 
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red in the gloom of dungeons, or buried in the caverns” 
of the mines, never to behold the all-enlivening ſun 

| again! While reſpect waits upon our perſons, and 

reputation attends our characters; are there not ſome 
unhappy creatures, led forth by the hand of vindidive 
juſtice, to be ſpectacles of horror, and monuments of 
vengzance ? ſentenced for their enormous crimes, to 
be broke limb by limb on the wheel, or to be impaled 
alive on the lingering ſtake. To theſe, the ſtrangling 
cord, or the deadly ſtab, would be a moſt welcome 

| favour. But they muſt feel a thouſand deaths, in un- 

; dergoing one. And this, too probably, is but the be- 

ginning of their ſorrows; will only conſign them over 

| to infinitely: more terrible torment, 

While eaſe and pleaſure, in ſweet conjunction, end 

; ans paths, and ſoften our couch! how many are toſ- 

1 ſing on the fever's fiery bed, or toiling along afſlic- 
tion's thorny road! Some under the excruciating, but 
neceſſary operations of ſurgery: their bodies ripped 
open, with a dreadful inciſion, to ſearch ſor the tor- - 
turing ſtone; or their limbs lopt off by the bloody 
knife, to prevent the mortification's fatal ſpread,” Some 
emaciated by pining ſickneſs, are deprived of all their 
animal vigour; and transformed into ſpectres, even 
before their diſſolution &. Theſe are ready to adopt 
the complaint of the Eſalmiſt; [ am withered like graſs : 
my bones are burnt up; as it were a firebrand: I go hence 
lite the ſhadow that departetb. While . health, that ſta- 
ple bleſſing ; which gives every other entertainment 
its flavour and its beauty; adds the gloſs to all we fee 
and the gout to all 'we taſte ; health plays at our 
hearts; dances in our ſpirits; and mantles in our 
cheeks, as the e e lately ſparkied | iu 
our glaſs. 
: We are bleſſed with a calm poſſeſſion. of ourſelves ; 7 


with. 
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A; very little excurſion of thought will cafily convince the rea · 
det, that there is no period of time, in which ſome of theſe cala - 
| mities do not befal our elo vereatures, in one part of the. wen. .. 
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with tranquillity in our conſciences, and an habitual 


harmony in our temper. Whereas many, in the dole- 
ful cells of lunacy, are gnaſhing their teeth, or wring- 


ing their hands; rending the air with volleys of hor-. , 


rid execrations, or burdening it with peals of diſcon- 
folate ſighs. And O!] what multitudes, even amidſt 
courts and palaces, are held in flendid vaſalage, by 


their own domineering paſſions, or the vanities of a. 
bewitching world! Far leſs innocently, far more de- 


Plorably diſordered +, than the fettered madman, they 


are gnawed by the envenomed tooth of envy? they 
are agitated by the wild ſallies of ambition; or feel 
the malignant ulcer of jealouſy, rankling in their. 


. 8 © 
breaſts, In ſome, avarice, like a raveniag harpy, 


gripes. In ſome, revenge, like an implacable fury, 
rages, While others are goaded by lordly and impe- 

rious Juſts, through the loathſome ſewers of impure. 
_ochigat; and left, at laſt, in thoſe hated and execra- 
ble dens, where remorſe rears her ſnaky creſt, aud in- 


famy ſharpens her hiſſing tongue. 


Why this long pauſe? replied Theron. Your ob- 

ſer vations are as uſeful, as they are juſt. We ſhould 
all be acquainted, at leaſt in ſpeculation, acquainted 
with grief; and fend our thoughts, if not our feet, 
to viſit the abodes of ſorrow: — that, in this ſchool, 
we may learn a ſympathiſing pity for our diſtreſſed 
fellow creatures; and fee, in this glaſs, our inexpreſ- 
V | ſible. 


+ Give me any plague, ſays an apocrypbal wrizer, but the plague” 
of the heart, Eeclus. xxv, 13. Upon which judicious and weighty 


apophthegm, Meafluiſſa's ſpeech in Mr Thomfon's Sophoni/ba, is 2 
very pertinent and affecting paraphraſe. 5 


0! ſave me froen the tumult of ihe foul! _ 

From the wild beaſt within !— Fur circling ſands, 
 TVhen the fwift-whirlwind whelms them o'er the lands; 
The rouring deeps, that to the clouds ariſe, _ | 
I hile thwarting thick the mang/ed light uing flies 

The monſter-brood, to which this land gives birth, 
The blazing city, and the gaping earth; T 
All deaths, all tertures in one pang combin'd, 
Are gentle to the tempeſt of the ming, 


A 


1 


4 a nn 2 


A 


DIALOGUE XVI. 02 


ſable obligations to the dilinguiſhing goodneſs of Pro- 7 


vidence; which has crewned our table with abun. 
dance, and repleniſhed our cup with delicacies ; per- 
mitting neither penury to ſtint the draught, nor ad- 


verſity to mingle her gall. —Go-on, I mult intreat you, 
with your defcription of comparative felicity, We have 


a large circuit (till. to make, before we arrive at our in- 
tended port. And I could wiſh, that your difcourle | 
might k2ep pace with the current. 

Since you approve the ſubject, anſwered Alpafh fo, 1 


will purſue it a little farther. —We, the inhabitants of 


this favouged ifle, breathe an air of the moſt agreeable 
temperature, and molt wholeſome qualities. But how 
many nations languiſh under brazen ſkies, vaulted as 


it were with fire? They welter amidſt thoſe furnaces 
of the ſun, till their „ viſage is burnt, and black as 
„ a coal *. What. is far more diſaſtrous, beds of 


ſulphur and combuſtible materials lye in ſubterraneous 


ambuſh, ready to ſpring the irreſſſtible mine; ere long, 


perhaps, on fome day ot univerſal feſtivity +,-or in 


ſome night of deep repoſe, to be touched by heaven's 


avenging hand.— Then with what outrageous violence 
will they burſt! rock the foundations of nature! 
wrench open the pPongerous: Jaws. of earth! and ſwal- 
low 4 

Lam. iv. 8. „ 
+ There i is a ae paſſage in P/al. Iviti. 9. which ſeems 0 
denote ſome ſuch unexpected, but ſpeedy and inevitable doom. The 


ſenſe is darkened, not a little, hy the verſion admitted-inio our li- 
turgy. I believe, the true tranſſation may be ſeen in the following 


Italic, and the true meaning learned from the interwoven para- 


phraſe —Speedily, or before your pots can perceive the warmth of 
blazing thorns, ſpall ZE that ruleth over all, ſweep away the wicked: 


ſweep him away by a ſtroke of righteous indignation, as by a fierce 


and mighty tempeſt; fo that, even from the fulneſs of his ſuffi- 
ciency, and the height of his proſperity, be {hall be plunged into 
utter deſtration.—The word N, which is very unhappily rendered 
raw, ſignifies a ſtate of proſperity or-pleaſurable enjoyment. -x Sam. 
zxv. 6.— The whole verſe, in a gradation ef ſtriking images, gives 
us à molt awful diſplay of divine vengeance: vengearce quite ſud- 
den; utterly irreſiſtible; and overtaking the ſecure ſinner, analy vi 
all the carcls What the Nori calls, fertune, | 
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low up aſtoniſhed cities, in the dark, tremendous, clo- 
{ing chaſm 


Theſe earthquakes, it may be, both precede and 


portend, the pe/iilence that walketh in darkneſs, and the- 
Sickneſs that deſtreyeth at non. day *. They are at once, 
a fearful omen, and a ruinous blow. The ſtagnating 
atmoſphere, rank with malignant vapours, becomes 
a ſource of deadly infection; or, replete with poiſon- 


_ ous animalcules, is one vaſt ee eloud of living 2 


bane. If the active gales ariſe, they ariſe only to ſtir 
the ſeeds of diſeaſe, and diffuſe the fatal. contagion. 
far and near. — Unhappy people! The plagge, that ſe- 
vere miniſter of divine indignation, fixes her. head - 
quarters in their blaſted provinces; and ſends death 
abroad, on his. pale horſe 4, to empty their. houſes,. 
depopulate their towns, and crowd cheir graves. 


Our iſland is ſeldom viſited. with either, of theſe- 


dreadful judgments; and has never ſuſtained any ve- 


ry conſiderable calamity from the former. However, 


Jet us not be preſumptuouſly ſecure. We have, not. 


long ago, received an awiul warning. The rod has 
s been brandiſhed, 


been ſhaken, or rather the ſword 
over our territories. Who can forget the general con- 


ſternation, which ſeized our metrope/ir, on. occaſion, 


of the late earthquake? And not without reaſon. For 
of all divine viſitations, this is the moſt terribly vin- 
dictive. The whirlwind is {ow in its progreſs ; war 


is gentle in its afſaults ; even the raging peſtilence is 


a mild rebuke; compared; with the inevitable, the al/- 
over ꝛoſelming fury of an earthquake. When it be- 


gins, it alſo makes an end “, puts a peried, in a few. 
minutes, to che work of ages, ruins all, without di- 
ſtinction; and there! is no defence from * deſtruckive 


froke. 


Should alivighty vengeance tir. up again thoſe 3 | 
ſubterranean commotions ; ſhould the moſt high GOD 
bid ſtrong convulſions tear the bowels of nature, and 
make the foundations of the world tremble like a leaf: 


* wr 


"+ 
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what, O ye careleſs ones f, what will ye do? whither 
will you fly ?—See ! the pavement -fi:ks under your 
feet. Your. houſes are tottering over your heads. The 
ground, on every ſide, cracks and opens like a gaping 
grave; or heaves and ſwells like a rolling fea. A noiſe. 
of craſhing | is heard from without, occaſioned by the 
rending ſtreets, and falling ſtructures. Thunders, 
infernal thunders 5, bellow from beneath; mingled. 
with deſpairing ſhrieks, and dying groans from thoſe. 
wretched creatures, who are jammed between the clo- 
ſing earth, or going down alive into the horrible pit l. 
+ If. xxxii. 11. en 1-20: 
§ Before the overthrow of Catania, by an earthquake, a noiſe 
was heard, vaſt and horrid, as if all the artillery in the world was 
diſcharged at once. 1 THe „ . 
I Very memorable, and equally tremendous, is the account of 
the earthquake, that viſited - S:c?/y, in the year 1693.—f t ſhook the 
whole iſland. The milchief jt cauſed, is amazing. Fifty-four _ 
cities and towns, befide an incredible number of -villages, were ei» 
ther demulithed, or greatly damaged. Catania, one of the molt fa- 
mous and flouriſhing cities in the kingdom, was entirely deſtroyed. 
Of 18 914 inhabitants, 18, o periſhed. _ | . 

A other earthquakizuhmoſt as dreadful, and in the ſame year, 
ſpread. deſolation through the colony of Jamaica. In two minutes 
time, it (hook down, and laid under water, nine tenths of the 
town of Port-royal, In leſs. than a minute, three quarters, of the. 
houſes, and the ground they ſtood onz together with the inhabi- 
tants, were qui: e ſunk ; and the li tle part left behind; was no bet». 
ter than heaps of rubbiſn.— The ſhake was ſa violent, that it threw. 

people down upon their knees, or. their faces, as they were running 
about for ſhelter. The ground heaved and ſwelled, like a rolling. 

| fea; and ſeveral houſes, ſtill ſtanding, were ſhuffled ſome yards out: 

of their places. The carth wonld crack and yawn; would open 
and ſhut, quick and faſt. Of which hurrid openings, two or three. 
hundred might be ſeen at once. In ſome whereof, the people went 
down, and were ſeen no more. In ſame they deſcended, and roſe 
again in other ſtreets, or in the middle of the harbour, Some 
iwiftly ch»fing, ſeized the miſcrable creatures, and preſſed them to 
dcath; leaving their heads, or half their bodies above ground, to 
be a ſpectacle of terror, and a prey to dogs. Out of others would 
iſſue whole rivers of water, ſpouted to a great height in the air, 
and threatening a delage to that part, which the earthquake ſpared, 
—Scarce a planting houſe or ſugar- work was left ſtanding in all the 
iland. Two thouſand lives were loſt, and a thouſand acres of 
land ſunk, The whole was attended with frightful noiſes, with 
Ns brimſtone blaſts, and offenſive ſmeils. The noiſome vapouts 
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Where now will you fly ? To your ſtren ; 88 * 


They are ſhattered in pieces. To the ſtrong rocks? 


They are thrown out of their place, — To the open 


fields? They are a frightful gulf, yawning to devour 
you. — Where ever you fly; in the wildneſs of your 


diſtraction, where-ever you ſeek for ſhelter; it ſhall 


be, as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him; 


or went into the houſe, and leaned his hand upon the wail, 


anda ſerpent bit him *. 
Vet there is one place of refuge, which will prove 
an inviolable ſanctuary, and a perfect ſecurity, I 
mean, the great, the gracious, the adorable RE- 


DEEMER's righteouſneſs. Hither let us betake our- 


ſelves. Now, before the day of deſolation cometh, let 


us betake ourſelves to this ftrong-hold. Then ſhall we 


have no reaſon to fear, though the earth be moved, 
and though the hills be carried into the midſt of the 
ſea. For thus ſaith GOD, the omnipotent and faithful 
' GOD; The ſun and the moon ſhall be darkened, and the 
fears ſhall withdraw their ſhining, The LORD alſo 


/hall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Feruſa- 
lem. The heavens and the earth. ſhall ſhake ; but the 
LORD FESUS CHRIST will be the hope of his people, 


and the flrength of the children of 1ſracl f Or, if the 
true believer is involved in the fame undiſtinguiſhed. 


ruin with the ungodly; even this ſhall turn to his 


ain. It ſhall exempt him from the lingering pains, 
and the melancholy ſolemnities of a dying bed. Like 


Elijah's fiery chariot, it ſhall ſpeedily waft his ſoul to 


the boſom of his SAVIOUR. While the . hideous - 


comes, and the day of reſurrection dawns. 


e lift up our eyes, and behold the radiant colours, 
which fluſh the forehead of the morning: we turn, 
and 


cavern, that whelms his body in the centre, ſhall be 
jts chamber of reſt, till the beloved BRIDEGROOM Go 


belched forth, corrupted the air, and brought on a general ſickneſs ; 3 
which ſwept away more than three thouſand of thoſe who eſcaped 


the fury of the earthquake, See CHAMB. Dit. on the word earth : 
quake. 


Amos v. 19. | + Joel in. 15, 16. 1 
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and gaze upon the no leſs beautiſul tinges which im- 
Purple the cheek of -evening. We throw around our 


view, and are delighted with numberleſs forms of fer- 
tility, which both decorate and enrich aur plains.— 
Whereas, other countries are over - run with immenſe 


ſwarms of /ocu/is ; which intercept, where- ever they 
fly, the fair face of day; and deſtroy, where-ever they 


_ alight, the green treaſures of the ground. 


Ah! what avails it, that the laborious hind ſows: 


; bis acres, or the ſkilful huſbandman prunes his vine- 
yard? that Spring, with her prolific moiſture, ſwells 


the bud; or, with her delicate pencil, paints the bloſ- 
ſom? Nor grain, nor fruit, can hope ſor maturity, 
whiie theſe rapacious and baleful creatures infelt the 


neighbourhood. They ravage the gardens. They ſtrip 


the trees, and ſhave the meadows. Scarce a ſingle 


leaf remains on the boughs, or ſo much as a ſingle 
_ ſtalk in the furrows. A fire devoureth before them, and 


behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of 
Eaden before them, and behind them a defelate wilderneſs 3. 
yea, and nothing can eſcape them *, : 

Now, let the dreadful artillery roar from all its iron 
throars, and diſgorge the heavieſt glut of mortal hail. 
Now, ye ſons of ſlaughter, men ſkilful to deſi ey r, 


now hurl the ſulphureous globes, which kindle into a 


hurricane of fire, and burtt in ragged inſtraments of 
ruin.—To no purpoſe, The linked thunderbolts are 
turned into ſtubble, the burſting bombs are accounted. 
as ſtraw. Theſe armies of the air laugh at all the for- 
midable preparations. of war; and when they fall on the: 

| Feworas d 


# 4 fire devoureth tf them, = bebind thew a flame harueth, | 
Joel ii. 3. This is one of thoſe bold and expre ſii ve metaphors, in 
which the Hebrew lenguage delights, and by which it is eminently. 
diſtinguiſhed. It ſignifics a total devaſtation of the vegetable pro- 


duce; ſuch as mult enſue, if a raging and reſiſtleſs fire attended the 


progreſs of theſe pernicious animals; burning wich ſuch 2 | 


impetuoſity, that mane could quench it; ſpreading ſuch ex: «dir; 
hayock, that nothing on eſcape it. | 


+ Ezek. xxi. 31 5 
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ſword, they ſhall not be wounded *,—Surpriſing and 
awful deſtination of the everlaſting GOD! at once, 


to ſtain the pride, and chaſtiſe the guilt of man! 
Theſe are a deſpicable and puny race; clad in no coat 


of mail, but cruſhed by the flighteft touch. They wear 


neither ſword, nor ſcymitar, nor any offenſive weapon. 


Yet, in ſpite of oppoling legions, they carry on their: 
depredations, and path their conqueſts. Terror mar- 


ches in their front, and famine brings up the rear, 


They ſpread univerſal devaſtation, as they advance + 
and frequently give the ſignal for the peſtilence to fol- 


Jow. Potent armies loſe their hands, and haughty 
tyrants tremble for their dominions. 5 
O!] that the natives of Great Britain would bethink 


themſelves! would break off their ſins by righteouſ- 
neſs, and their iniquities by cheriſhing the infſuences 


of the divine SPIRIT! leſt this overflowing ſcourge f, 
; VF under. 


* The prophet Joel, foretelling the plague of locuſts, gives, un- 


der the image of an embaltled hot, a moſt alatming diſplay of their 
terrible appearance; their impetuous progreſs; the horrible dread 


they raiſe, as they advance; and the irreparable miſchief they h 


leave, as they depart: adding, among other amazing circum ſtan- 


ces, When they fail upan the word. they ſhall not be wounded. Which 


_ Implies, I apprehend, that no method of ſlaughter ſhould prove 


deſtructive to their troops; or, that every expedient, contiived for 
their ſnppreſſion, ſnould be utterly baffled: being, through their im- 


menſe numbers, as invincible, as if every one was abſolutely invui- 


nerible, For, though millions and millions ſhould periſh by the. 
weapons of war; even ſuch a blow, in reference to their whole co/- 


lective body, ſhould ſearce be perceived as a loſs, ſcarce be felt as a 
wound; neither diminifhing their ſtrength, nor retarding their, 


march, Joel ii 8. ; | 

+ Overflowirg ſcourge, Iſ. xxviii. 15. It is the property of a 
fcourge to /aſh, of a river to overflisw. The ſacred writer (by an e- 
legant Taporopuacix, which beautifies the original, but cannot be. 


| Preſerved in the tranſlation) has connetted theſe different ideas and 


different effects. The vindictive viſitation, with which he threa- 


tens the diſobedient Jews, ſhall pierce deep as a ſcourge, and ſpread 


Wide as an inundation. They ſhall feel it to their very ſouls; and 
it ſhall involve the whole nation in,miſery, anguiſh, and ruin. | 
There ſeems to be ſuch a ferm of expreſſion in the ſervice of our 


ckurch; when we pray, in behalf of our fellow-Chriſtians;“ Pour 


„ upon them the continual dew of thy bleſſing;“ that which may 
be refreſhing and ſalutary as me dew, yet copious and abundant as 
the ſhower, | | = 
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under which ſome neighbouring kingdoms have ſe- 
verely ſmarted, ſhould be commiſſioned to viſit cur 


borders, and avenge the quarrel of its MAKER's 
honour. — Diſtant as thoſe countleſs legions are, with 


40 


interpoſing ſeas between; yet, if GOD lift up a ſtan- 


dard from far, or but hiſs * unto them from the ends 


of the earth, they come with ſpeed ſwiftly.—Who will | 


convey this wiſh to the ears, who will tranſmit it to 
the hearts of my countrymen ? that our land may al. 
ways appear, as it does at preſent, like the darling of 


Providence; may always reſound with the voice of 


joy, and be filed with the fruits of plenty; may al. 


ways wear the robe of beauty, and be adorned with 
the ſmile of peace. „ 5 


How great are the advantages of peace ! ſaid Theron, 


Peace at her leiſure plans, and leads out induſtry to ; 


execute, all the noble and commodious improvements, 


which we behold on every fide. Peace ſets the mark 


of property on our poſſeſſions, and bids jullice gua- 


rantee them to our enjoyment. Peace ſpreads' over 


us the banner of the laws, while we taſte, free from 


outrage, and ſecure from injury, the milk and honey 


of our honeſt toil F.—Amidit the tumultuous confu- 
1 | 5 e ſions 


Hiſßs unto them, If. v. 26. a With great ſiguificancy, and pecu- 


Har grandeur, the prophet applies this exp eſſion to the LORD 


GOD of hoſts, influencing the moſt powerful armies; 9g. d. They 


„ come, without a moment's delay, and from the remcteſt regions 


„of the earth, to execute all his pleaſure. Formidable and innu- 
merable as they are, they come, —!I ſay not, upon his repeated 
injunctions, or at his ſtrict command, —but at the firſt, the very 


«6 ſmalleſt intimation of his will;“ - ſuch as the fhepherds uſed to 


that unconcerted eaſe of action, without any of the offenſive famili- 
arity of dict on. | | | | 


+ Pax optima rerum, ſays the Latin poet —But the Orientals, il 
think, diſcover the moſt ſu; erlative eſteem for this bleſſing, by 


a. 


their flocks; ſuch as the bec-men, of old, to their ſwarms; or 
ſuch as we, in theſe days, to ſome of our domeſtic animals. — The 
Hebrew pay? I would net tranſlate, at his whiſtle; becauſe this 
phraſe, in our language, creates a valgar ſound, and conveys a low 
1dca: but ſuch is the import of the original; which denotes all 


making it the conſtant form of their ſalutations, and the ſubject of 


their moſt cordiel wiſhes for their friends; PEACE BE UNTO 
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ſions of war, who could have a heart to contrive, or 
a hand to accompliſh, any ſuch works of dignity and 
uſe? In thoſe days of darkneſs and diſtraction, how 
languid to the fight are all the dewy. landſcapes of 
ſpring? How inſipid to the taſte are all the delicious 
flavours of autumn ?—When the nation is over run 
with armies, and embroiled in ſlaughter, a trembling. 
heart, and failing of eyes, and forrow of mind *, are 
the diſmal diſtinction of the times. Inſtead pf a calm 
acquieſcence in our portion, our we. lite hangs in 
continual ſuſpenſe, 

But what are all the benefits of external peace, 
though diſplayed in the faireſt light, and enlivened by 


the ſtrongeſt contraſts. —What are they all, compared 


with the bleſſings of the goſpel? by which. ſinners 
may have peace with 6 through J'S CHRIST 

eur LORD. © 

This, reſumed Ahafio ſuggeſts a freſh inſtance of 
happineſs, which others want, and we poſſeſs; an in- 
Nance never to be omitted in our catalogue of pecu- 
lar mercies; I might add, never to be forgotten, by 
any Chriſtian, on any occaſion.— While many king- 
doms of the earth are ignorant of the true GO, and 
know neither the principles of piety, nor the paths of 
felicity; ; the day: ſpring from on high hath viſited us, is 
give the knowledge of ſalvation, and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace — While millions of rebellious an- 
gels, cal from their native thrones, are reſerved in 

| chains 


THEE An this ſhort ſentence, they "ING to have compriſed 2 
whole volume of mercies: meaning, by their ſingle i all that 
the Greets expreſſed by their xaipw, viz, fre; i. e. a 
confluence of that joy of mind, that health of body, that proſpe- 
rity of outward circumſtances, which complete the happineſs of | 
mankind, 

We have a fine deſcription of peace, and its various bleſſi ings, 
1 Maccab. xiv, 8, 9, &c. The picture is very exact, though per- 
fectly artleſs. Nothing ſhould hinder me from tranſcribing the 
paſſage, but a fear of being too diffuſive in my notes. Leſt the 
reader, who expects a treat, ſhould complain of a glut; or have 
reaſon to objeQ, that the: fide-board is more copiouſly Furniſhed than 
the dis. - 

* peut · xxviii. 65. 
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chains of darkneſs, unto. the judgment of the great 
day; we, though rebellious and apoſtate ſinners of 
mankind, are delivered from the wrath to come. 
The holy FESUS. (bleſſed be his redeeming goods 
neſs !) bas endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, 
on purpote to reicue us from thoſe daleful and igno- 


minious dungeons z where the priſoners of mins a 
Vengeance 


W onverſe with groans, 


Unreſpited, unpitied, unrepriev d, 4 
Ages of hopelefs end f. bob, 


Yes, my dear Theron; let me e repeat your own ims 
portant words; “ What are all the benefits of exter- 
nal peace, though diſplayed in the faireſt lip ht, and 
e enlivened by the ſtrongeſt contraſts ;—what. are 
they all, compared with the ble/ings of the goſpel 2”? 
— This brings the olive-branch from heaven, and 
glad tidings of reconciliation with our offended GOD. 
This compoſes the tumult of the mind; diſarms the 
warring paſlions; and regulat-s the extravagant de- 
fires, This introduces ſuch an integrity of heart, and 
benevolence of temper, as conititate the health of 
Tbe ſoul. This ſpreads ſuch an uniform beauty of 


holineſs through the conduct, as is far more amiable 


than the moſt e engaging forins of material nature. 


O! that thou wouldſt bow the heavens! that thou 
wouldſt come down, celeſtial VISIT ANT; and make 
thy ſtated, thy favourite abode in our iſle! that every 
breaſt may be animated with thy power; and every 
community, every individual, may wear thy reſplen- 
dent badge !—Then ſhall it be the Icaſ? ingredient of 
our public felicity, that the ſword of ſlaughter is beats . 
en into a plough-ſhare, and the once bloody fpear bent 
into a pruning hook. It ſhall be the loweſt upon the 
liſt of our common bleflings, that violence is no more 
beard i in our Land SEAS and Gefir ultren within our 
I | Voce, | 
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borders. Our very officers will be peace, and our ex- | 
actors righteouſneſs. We ſhall call (and the event will | 
_ correſpond with the name) our walls ſalvation, and 1 1 
dur gates praiſe. Then ſhall every harp be taken | 
down from the willows, and every voice burſt into a | 
ſong.—“ In other climes”—will be the general accla- 
mation | | | 


In other climes, let myriads of curious inſech 

& ſpin the delicate thread, which ſoftens into velvet, 
% ſtiffens into brocade, or flows in gloſſy ſatin; which 
6 reflects a lovelier glow on the cheek of beauty, and 

« renders royalty itſelf more majeſtic. We are pre- 
-6 ſented with infinitely finer robes, in the imputed 

& righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, and the inhe- 

-« rent ſanctification of his SPIRIT ; which beautify 

ce the very ſoul, and prepare it for the illuſtrious aſſem- 

« bly—of ſaints in light, —cf angels in glory. 

% Let .caftern rocks ſparkle with diamonds, and | 
give birth to gems of every dazzling tincture. We 
c have, hid in the field of cur ſcriptures, the Pearl 

© of great price; the white. and precious ſtore | of 
'« perfect abloluticn; a diadem, which will ſhine with 
© undiminiſhed luſtre, when all the brilliant wonders 
c of the mine are faded, extinguiſhed, loft. 
„Let richer ſoils nouriſh the nobleſt plants, and 
warmer ſuns concoct their exquiſite juices; the le- 

+ mon, pleaſingly poignant ;z the citron, more mild- 


AI. n-17, Officers and exaFors ſigrify perſons veſted with 
public authority; who have it in their power te rule with rigour. 
But theſe, inſtead of abuſing their power, ſhall conduct the admi- 
niſt ration with all poſſible equity and gentleneſs; with a perental 
"tenderneſs, rather than a magi/terial auſterity. So that, though the 
title and office of an exactor may remain; nothing of the demi- 
ncering inſplen-e, or oppreſſive ſeverity, ſhall continue. —The pro- 
phet, who always delivers his ſentiments with the utmoſt emphalis, 
ſays, They thall be, not barely peaceable and righteous, but poſſeſ - 
ſed of theſe qualities in the higheſt degree. Or, which implies 
more, than any other words can expreſs, they ſhall be peace and 
righteouſneſs itſel.— The ſame heautifel figure is uſcd in the next 
elauſe, which deſcribes the inviolable ſecurity of the city, together 
. *With the univerſal both joy and piety of the inhabitants. 
+ | 


\ 


« TER, which not only make a 
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e ly delicious; or that pride of vegetable life, and 
„ compendium of all the blandiſhments of taſte, the 
pine apple. We enjoy far more exalted dainties, 
e in having acceſs to the Tree of life, whoſe leaves are 


« for the healing of the nations T ; whoſe boughs are 
« repleniſhed with a never - failing abundance of hea- 


« yenly fruits; and the nutriment they diſpenſe, is 
« bliſs and immortality. 


« Let Dberiar vines ſwell the tranſlucent cluſter; F 


4e and burſt into a flood of generous wine: let the' 


% Tuſcan olive extract the fatneſs of the earth, and 


% melt into a ſoft melliflaous ſtream. We ſhalt nei⸗ 
«ce 


ther envy, nor covet theſe inferior gifts, ſo long as 
we may draw water out of the wells of ſalvation : 
ſo long as we may receive that untfion from the 
HOLY ONE, thoſe influences of the COMFOR- 
a cheerful counte- 
| nance, but gladden the very heart: imparting ſuch 
a refined ſatisſaction, as the whole world cannot 
give; ſuch a permanent ſatisfaction, as no calami- : 
6« ties can take away. 
« Let Ethiopian mountains be ribbed wich marble, £ 
and Peruvian mines embowelled with gold. We 
want neither the impenetrable quarry, nor the glit- 
tering ore; having, in our adored MESSIAH, 
a.ſure_fourdation for all our eternal hopes, and an 
4% inexhauſtible fund of the divineſt riches; LEES 
Be it fo, that our js is but a creeping drop; and 
« the Thames itſelf no more than a ſcanty: rivuletz 
compared with the magnificent ſweep of the Gan- 


ct 


2 


% pes, or the ſt upendous amplitude of Ris de la Pla- 


% ta f. The wretohed natives, even on the banks of 
. 4 e + thoſe 


7 Rev. xxii 2. | | a > John ii. 20. FN 

+ This river is near two Podien miles broad, where it diſcharges | 
{elf into the ſea; It pours ſuch an immenſe quantity of the liquid 
element into the Atlantic ocean, that freſh water may be taken up 


for the ſpace of many a league It continues thus amazingly vaſt thro” 


a cou: fe of ſix hundred miles; when it divides into two mighty: 
branches, the Parana and the Paraguay: which, having run in ſe» 


* 0. channels, ſeveral thouſand miles along the OUT unite 2t 
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thoſe ſtately rivers, are at a diſtance from all the 

ſprings of true conſolation, Whereas we have a 

fountain, we have a river, that iſſues from the o- 

cean of eternal love. With incomparable dignity, 

and with equal propriety, it is ſtyled the river of 
li iſe *, It viſits the houſe of the mourner, and re- 

vives the ſpirit of the forrowful. It makes glad 

the city, and makes happy the ſervants of. our 

GOD. It quickens even the dead; and every. hu- 

man creature, that drinks of its water, lives for - 
ever. 

s Let Aſatic iſlands boaſt their mountains of 

er and hills of frankincenſe: let Arabian 

groves, with a {aperior liberality, diſtil their beal- 

ing gums; and ripen, ſor vigorous operation, their 

vital drugs. We have a ore ſovereign remedy, 

than their moſt powerful reſtoratives, in the great 


ME DIATOKR's atoning blood. We have a more 


refrejking banquet, than all their mingled ſu eets, 
in commemorating his . and participating his 


merits. 


In ſhort, we have an equivalent, far more than 


6c 
16 


at; 


an equivalent, ſor all thoſe choice productions, 


which bloom in the gardens, or baſk in the orchards 
of the ſun. We have a goſpel, rich in precious. 
privileges, and abounding with ineſtimable promi- 
ſes: we have a SAVIOUR, full of forgiving good. 


neſs, and liberal of renewing grace. At whoſe auſ- 


picious approach, fountains ſpout amidſt the bur- 
ning deſart; under whoſe welcome footſteps, the 


fandy waſte ſmiles with herbage; and beneath his 72 

tent touch, the wilderneſs buds and blofſoms as a roſe Þ. 

. to ſpeak more Plainly, the deſolate and barren. 
: 46 foul! 


and form, by their kia: this magnificent, and . 


ſtream : ;. which js ſuppoſed to be the very largeſt in the world. —To 


conceive a proper idea of its prodigious dimenſions, we may ima- 


gine a current of waters, taking its riſe beyond Jeruſalem, and, 


. after having received all the rivers of Europe into its capacious bed, 


making its entry on the Brit ocean, by a mouth extending trom 


Ds ver to Briſtol. 


Rev. xxii. „5 | + If. XXV. 1. 
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& ſoul brings m_ thoſe fruits of the SPIRIT, 


&« which are infinitely more ornamental than the ſilken 


* gems of ſpring; infinitely more beneficial than the 
4 ſalubrious ſtores of autumn. 


„% We have a SAVIOU R, — tell it out among the 


“% Heathen, that all the nations on earth may partake 


« of the gift, and join in the ſong, —a SAVIOUR”. 
«© we have, whole radiant eye brightens the gloomy © 
& paths of affliction ; whoſe efficacious bleſſing makes 


& all things work together for the good * of his people. 


„Death, gilded by his propitious ſmile, even death = 
« itſelf looks gay. Nor is the grave under his be- 


nign adminiſtration, any longer a den of deftruc- 


c tion; but a ſhort and ſhady avenue to thoſe ime 
« mortal manſions ; whoſe foundations are laid with- 
ee fapphiress whoſe Winde we arc of agate: the gates 
% , carbuncle; and all the borders of pleaſant flanes f“ 

Pardon my rhapſody, dear Theron. Your own re- 
mark, added to the grand and lovely views, have 
warmed, have animated, have almoſt tranſported me, 
— Theron anſwered not a word; but ſeemed fixed in 
thought. —While he is indulging his contemplation, . 
we may juſt obſerve ſome other peculiarities: of the 
proſpect. 


Here and there, a loneſome cottage ſcarcely lifts its 
humble head. No pompous ſwell of projecting ſteps 
ſurrounds the door; no appendent wings of inferior 
offices ſkirt the- e RN no ſtately hall, ſlabbed with 
marble, and roofed with ſculpture, receives the ga- 


zing ſtranger. But young:eyed Health, and white- 


robed Innocence, with ſweet · ſeatured Contentment, 
adorn the habitation. While Virtue lends her graces, 
and Religion communicates her honours, to digniſy 
the abode; rendering the blameleſs hut ſuperior, in 
real majeſty, to a diſfolute court. 0 
At ſome diſtance, appear the hoary remains of an 
ancient monaſtery. Sunk beneath the weight of re- 


| 1 | volving 
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volving years, the onee venerable fabric: is levelled 


with the duſt. Phe lofty and ornamented temple lyes 
rudely overgrown with moſs, or {till more ignobly 


covered with weeds. The walls, where fainted Ima - 
gery ſtood, or idolised painting thone, are claſped 
with twining ivy, or ſbagged with horrid thorn.— 


Throvgh-iſles, that once echoed to the chanter's voice, 


| mingled with the organ's majeftic ſound, the hollow 


winds rore, and the daſhing ſtorm drives. Where 
are, now, the ſilent cells, the vocal choirs, the duſky 
groves, in which the romantic ſaints prolonged their 


tonely vigils, by the midnight taper ; or poured their 


united prayers, before the lark had waked the morn, 


or ſtrolled, in ever-muſing melancholy, along the 


moon- light glade.—Surely, thoſe mouldering frag- 
ments now teach, (and with a much better grace, 


with a much Aron ger emphaſis,) what formerly theft. 
unſocial and gloomy reſidentaries profeſſed. They. 

, teach the varizy of che world, and the fragſitory dura 
tion of all that is moſt. ſtable, i in this region of thadows.. 


Behold, in yond:r- eminence, the rueful memorials: 


of a magnificent caſile. All difmantled, and quite 
deqmoliſhed, it gives a ſhading of ſolemnity to the- 
more lively parts of nature's picture; and attempers 


the rural delight, with. ſome touches. of alarming. 
dread.— Var, deſtructive war, has ſnatched- the fhe 
from the hand of Time, and hurried on the ſteps of 
Peſtiny, Thoſe broken columns, and battered walls; 


thoſe proſtrate towers, and battlements daihed to the- 


ground, carry evident marks of an immature down- | 
tal. They. were built for ages, and for ages might have- 


Rood, a defence and accommodation to generations. 


vet unborn, if haply they had-eſcaped the dire aſſaults 


of hoſtile rage. — But what-vigilance of man can pre- 
vent the miner's dark: approach? or what ſolidity of 


bulwark can withſtand the bellowing engine's impe · 
tuous ſhock? 

Thoſe, perhaps, were the rooms, in which licentl- 
ous Mirth crowned with roſes the ſparkling bowl, and 


tuned to the filver-ſounding lute the Byren's inchant- 


ing 
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ing ſong. Thoſe, the ſcenes of voluptuous Indulgence, 
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* 

* 


ö where Luxury poured her delicacies; where Beauty, 
k inſidious Beauty, practiſed her wiles; and ſpread, 
. with bewitching art, her wanton fnares.— Now, in- 
* ſtead of the riotous banquet, and intrigues of lawleſs 
1 love, the owl utters her hated ſcreams by night, and 
8 the raven flaps her ominous wing by day. — Where 
v are the violet couches, and the wood bine bowers, 
* which fanned, with their breathing ſweets, the polluted _ 
y flame? The ſoil ſzems to ſuffer: for the abuſes of the 
ir * owner, Blaſted and diſhonoured, it produces nothing 
£ but ragged briecs, and noiſome nettles; under. whole 
a. odious covert, the hiſſing ſnake glides, or the croak- 
We.” ing tod crawls. —- Fearful intimation of that ignomini- 
g= eus and doleful cataſtrophe, which awaits the ſons of: 
Cy riot! when their momentary gratifications will drop, 
er. like the faded leaf; and leave nothing behind, but 
ey pangs of remorſe, keener far than the pointed thorn, 
a» | and more envenomed than the viper's tooth. 95 
WS. Perhaps, they were the beauteous and. honoured a- 
als bodes, where Grandeur and Poiitenz/s walked their dai. 
ite ly round, attended with a train of guiltleſs delights ;.. 
the. | where amiable and refined Friendſtip was wont to fit. 
zers | and ſmile, looking love, and talking the very ſoul: 
ing. where Hoſpitality, with Oeconomy always at her ſide, 
the. ſtood beckoning to the diſtreſſed, but induſtrious ® poor; 
; of | 5 17 5 VV 
VERY I fay diſtreſſed, but induſtrious. poor ;—becauſe T would not be - 
the | underſtood es encouraging, in any degree, the relief of eur common. 
wn i beggars, —Towards the former, I weld cultivate a tender and ever- 
have Fearning vompaſſion; would anticipate their complaints and, as 
: a ſacred. writer-direfts, would even SEE K io do them good —But as . 
10ns to the latter, I frankly own, that I look upon it as my duty, to 
aults diſcourage ſuch cumberers of, the ground. They are, generally 
pre · fpcaking, luſty drones; and their habitual begging is no beiter than 
vor 2 ſpecious robbing of the public hive, Por ſuch ſturdy ſupplicants, 
* who are able to under go the fatigue of travelling; able to endure 
* the inclemencies of the weather; ard conſequently, much more 


| able, were they equally willing, to exercife themſelves in ſome ſpe- 
genti- cCies of laudable induſtry ;—for theſe, the-bouſe of correction would 


ad be a far more ſalutary previſion, than any ſupply from our table; 
z A and confinement to labour, a much more beneficial charity, than the 
hant- _ liberality of the purſe, JJ ĩ˙ I ones we BY 
WeS::- D 
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and ſhowered bleſſings from her liberal hand. But 
war, deteſted war, has ſtretched over the ſocial and 
inviting ſeat, the line of confuſion, and the /lones of emp- 
tineſ; *. Now, alas! nothing but defolation and hor- 
ror haunt the ſavage retreat. The ample arches of 


the bridge, which ſo often tranſmitted the wondering 


_ Paſſenger along their penſile way, lye buried in the 
„„ PIs dreary 


We ſhould remember, and they ſhould be taupht, that the laß 


_ ordained by the court of heaven, is, Ha man will not work, neither 
fall he eat. If then we contribute to fupport them in idleneſs, do 
we not counteratt and fruſtrate this wiſe regulation, eſtabliſhed by 
the great SOVEREIGN. of the univerſe ?—ls it not alſo a wrong 
to the deſerving poor, if we ſuffer theſe wens on the body politic 
to draw off the nouriſhment, which ought to circulate amongſt the 
valuable and uſeful members? Money or victuals beſtowed en theie 


worthleſs wretches, is not real beneficence, but the earneſt- penny of 


floth. It hires them, to be good for nothing; and pays them, for 
being public nuiſances. KN | 


Let us then unanimouſly join, to ſtake off theſe dead weights . . 


from our wheels, and diſlodge theſe ſwarms of vermin from our 
ſtate. Let us be deaf to their moſt importunate clan, ours; and aſ- 
ſure ourſelves, that, by this determined inflexibility, we do G00, 
we do our community, we do them, the moſt ſubſtantial ſervice... 
Should they implore by the ixjured name of JESUS; for the ho- 


nour of the LORD FESUS, let us reſolutely with-hold our alms, 


Their meaning 1s,—*<< | capnot go on in my preſent ſhameful. and 


„ iniquitous courſe, I can no langer continue to act the wicked and 


'  ſlethful ſervant; unleſs you will adminiſter ſome kindly perni- 


«-cious atfiſtance. For CHRIS T's ſake, therefore, aſſiſt me to dif- 


% honour my Chriſtian name, and to live more infamouſly than 
% the. vileſt beaſts. For CHRIST 's ſake, help me to be-a-re- 


« proach and burden to my native country; and to perſiſt in the 


ic. way which leads to eternal deſtructian.“ This is the true import 
of their petitions. And whether the ſar. on of that moſt vene- 


rable name, added to ſuch a requeſt, ſhould move our com miſera- 


tion, or excite our abhorrence, let every thinking perfon judge. 


I truſt, the reader will be ſo candid, as to excuſe this long digreſs 


ſive note; and do me the juſtice to believe, that I am not plead- 


ing againſt, but for the rea! poor; not io herden any one's heart, 
but ra her to direct every one's hand. — Give, out of ygratitnde to - 
C1TRIST, out of compaſſion to the needy, and be for ever bleſſed: 
but give not to incorrigible vagrants: to maintain impiety, and 
pamper indolence; leſt it be demanded one day, Who hath required 


this at your hans! leſt, by ſupporting diſſolute creatures in that a- 


bandoned ſloth, which is the nurſe of all vice, we.became partakers 


of their guilt, and acceſſary to their rum. 
A * If, XXXIv. IL, . 


DAL OG U E Xvii a» 


dreary moat. — Thoſe relics of the mally portals, na- 


ked and abandoaed, ſeem to bemoan their melancholy 
condition, Noſplendid chariots, with their gay retinue, 
frequent the ſolitary avenues, No needy ſteps, with 
cheerful expectations, beſiege the once bountiful gate. 
But all is a miſerable, forlorn, hideous pile of rubbiſh, 
Since riches ſo often tak to themſelves wings, and 

fly away; ſince houſes, great and fair, reel upon their 
foundations, and ſo tumble into duſt ; how wiſe, how 


ſalutary, is our divine MASTER's advice! Make to 


yeurſelves friends with the mammen of unrighteonſneſs ; 
that when the world fails around you, when the ſprings 
of nature fail within you; they, as witneſſes of your 
charity, and vouchers for the fincerity of your 
faith, may receive you into everlaſting habitations *.— 


I his is to lay up treaſure or ourſelves F: whereas, what - 


ever elſe we amaſs, is for our heirs, for our ſucceſſors, 
for we know not who. This wealth is truly and em- 
phatically called our owr f: it is an advowſon; we 
have the perpetuity, Whereas, whatever elſe we poſ⸗ 
leſs, is ours only for a turn, or in truſt,  —» 

See the dreadful, dreadtul ravages of civil Diſcord ! 
Where-ever that infernal fury ſtalks, ſhe marks her, 


ſteps in blood, and leaves opulent cities a ruinous heap 9. 


E What 

* Luke xvi. 9. + Matth. vi. 20. / Luke xvi. 12. 

§ The effects of what Virgil calls bella, horrida bella, were never 
diſplayed” in colours that glow, and with figures that alarm, like 


thoſe which are uſed by the prophet Jeremiah, chap. iv. 19, &c, 


As this is perhaps the greateſt maſter-piece ot the kind, the reader 
will permit me to enrich the notes with a tranſcript of the paſlage, 
Firſt we ſee, or rather we feel, the effects of war on the human 
mind; the keeneſt anguiſh, and the deepeſt diſmay. My bowels ! 
niy bowels ] J am pa ned at my very heart, My heart msketh a noiſe 
in me; I can got hold my peace: becauſe thou haſt heard, O my ſrul, 
the ſound of 1he trumpet, the alarm sf war, —D:ſtruflion upon dejlruce 
tion is cried; for the land is ſpoiled. Suddenly are my lents ſpoiled, 
and my cur*8ins in a moment. — How long ſhall T ſee the ſtandard, 
and bear the ſaunud of the trumpet? © 
Then we ſze the diſmal devaſtations of war; and who des not 


Mulder at the fight ? the whole country laid in ruins! deprived of 


all its ornaments, and all its inhabitants! reduced to a ſolitude and 
a chaos. I beheld the earth, and {o! it was without form, and void: 


and 


1 
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 W hat thanks then, what ardent and ceaſeleſs thanks 
are due to that all-ſuperintending, ever | gracious 
LORD, who hay daſhed the torch from her hand; 
has broke her murderous weapons; and driven the 


| baleful peſt from our and May the ſame almighty 
goodneſs ſhortly baniſh the accurſed monſter, from 
| alt lands! baniſh the monſter, with her hated aſſoci - 
ate Rapine, and her inſatiavle purveyor Ambition, ta 
the deepeſt hell, Branded with everlaſting infamy, 
and bound in adamantine chains, here let them gnaſh. 
their teeth, and bite the inevitable curb! — Waite. 
Peace, deſcending from her native heaven, bids her 


olives ſpring amidſt the joyful nations; and Plenty, in 


league with Conmerce, tcatters bleſſings from her co- 


pious horn While Gladngſt ſmiles in every eye; and 
Love, extenſive univerſal love, levelling the partition- 


wall of bigotry, cements every heart in brotherly af- 
fection. „ 5 5 


Near thoſe heaps of havock, lyes the ſpot, ever-me- 


morable and ſtill revered, on which an obſtinate and 
fatal battle was fought —The huſbandman, as he 
breaks his fallow land, or rends the graſſy turf, often 
diſcovers the horrid implements, and the more horrid | 


effects, of that bloody conflict. He ſtarts, to hear his 


coulter ſtrike upon the boſſes of a ruſty buckler, or 


gride over the age .of a blunted ſword. tie turns 


pale, to ſee human hones thrown up before his plongh ; 
and Rands aghaſt to think, that, in cutting his furrow, 
he opens a grave. — The grey-headed fire often relates 

to his grandſons, hanging with eager attention on the 


tale, and trembling for the event; relates the diſmal, 


the glorious deeds of that important day. —How the 


fields, now covered with waving crops, were then 


| | 5 „„ loaded 
and the heavens, und they had no ligbt.— ] beheld the mountains, and 


* 


to! they trembled, and all the hills moved lig htiy.— I beheld, and Is ! 


there was ro man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, | 


and ls ! the fruitful place was a wi'derneſs, and ail the cities thereof 
were broken down, at the preſence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. 

If, after all this profuſion of imagery, bold and animated even to 
aſtoniſhment, we can have any reliſh for the cold correctneſs of a 


Heathen genius, we may find ſomething of the ſame nature in Hos 
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loaded with mangled and ghaſtly corpſes. How the 
paſtures, now green with herbage, were then drench- 


ed and incrimſoned with human gore. 


« On that extended common,” he ſays, whers 
the buſy ſhepherd is erecting his hurdled citadel, 


et the tents were ſpread, and the banners diſplayed ; 


„ the ſpears briſtled in air, and the burniſhed keſmets. 


* glittered to the ſun. On yorder riſing ground, 


where the friſking lambs play their harmleſs frolies, 


ce battle-array ; ſtood war, with all its dollected hor- 
& rors, like ſome portentous cloud, ready to burſt in- 


„ reflew, whizzing with death. The arrows lighten- 


Ge ed * from the firings; and drenched their keen 


« points, and dipped their ſeathery wings in blood. 
46 — Soon as this ſhower of miſſive ſteel ceaſed, inſtant- 
« ly outſprung thouſands of flaming ſwords. They 
« clafh on the brazen ſhields; they cut their way 


“ in many a gallant dauntleſs heart. Here, on this 


60 diſtiaguiſhed level, the proud preſumptuous ene- 5 
ee my, confident of victory, and boaſting of their num 

bers, poured in like a flood. There, a bold deter- 
mined battalion, of which myſelf was a part, planted _ 
„ themſelves like a rock, and broke the fierce attack. 


% Then,” adds the brave old warrior, „ then the 


% coward herd fied before the vengeance of our con- 


28 quering 


Hab. ii, 11. TI PAD literally tranſlated, 8 us with 


that beautifully bold figure, the lightening of thy ſpear. — Which, 


with innumerable other graces of ſpecch, that give dignity and ſpi- 
rit to our modern compoſitions, are borrowed from the language of 
Zion; are tranſplanted from the ſchool of the prophets, —If we 


{tart into a pleaſing amazement, at Homer's Jeu paar; have 


we not equal reaſon ts be charmed and ſurpriſed at Nahum's 2597 


orm? every chariot fraged with violence and impetuofty; 3 was 


Eager was even mad to deſtroy. Nah. ii . 


ſtood the martial files, clad in mail, and ranged in 


4 to an immediate ſtorm.— On the zearer plain, where 

e the quiet ſteed grazes in ſafety, and thoſe ſober 
„c oxen chew the juicy. herb, the fierce encounter 
cc mixed. There, the Javelins, lauzched from ner- 
vous arms, and aimed by *vengeful eyes, flew and 


through the riven armour ; and ſheath their blades ' 


— 
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« quering arms. Then, theſe hands ſtrewed the 
. « plains with a harveſt, different far from their preſent 
productions. Then the fathers, ſmitten with in- 
« expreſſible dread, /ooked not back on their children * ; 
& though ſhuddering at the liſted ſpear, or ſcreaming 
« under the brandiſhed ſword. The fathers locked not 
& back on their children, though they fell among the 
& ſlain, gaſhed with deadly wounds; or lay expiring, 
ce in groans of agony, under our feet.” | 


We leave the warrior, to repeat his ſhocking ſtory, 
and enjoy his favage ſatisfaction. For calmer ſcenes, 
and ſofter delights, we willingly leave him.—The eye 
is pleaſed with the elegant gaiety of the parterre; the 
ear is ſoothed with the warbling melody of the grove; _ 
but grand objects, and the magnifceuce of things, 
charm and tranſport the whole man. The mind, on 
ſuch occaſions, ſeems to expand with the proſpect, and 

| > 0 os lecretly 
Por this very ſtriking, and moſt terrific image, we are obliged 
to the prophet Jeremiah: who, in a few words, but with all the 
pomp of horror, deſcribes the din of approaching war, and the 
conſternation of a vanquiſhed people. At the noiſe of the flamping 
of the hoofs of bis ſtrong horſes, at the ruſhing of his chericts, and at 
the rumbling of bis wheels, the fathers ſhall not look back unte their 
children, for feebleneſs of bands, Jer. xlvii. 3. | 

Not to mention the thunder-like ſeund of the dition ; and that 
in a langn:ge much leſs ſonotous than the original; I appeal to e- 
very reader, whether the Jaſt circumſtance does not awaken the 
idea of ſe tremendouz, a ſcene, and fo horrible a dread, as no words 
can expreſs, Virgil has imitated the prophet's manner, in that very 
delicate deſcriptive touch : where, repreſenting the prodigious a- 
larm, excited by the yell of the infernal fury, he ſays, 


Et trepidae matres preſſere ad pettora natos. 


That is, Each frighted mother clæſped the infant to her fluttering boſom, 
No one, I believe, need be info: med, that the panic is painte 
with a ſuperior energy, by the poet of heaven, In the Pagan's 
draught, the effect of fear reſulis from the conſtitution, and co- in- 
cides with the bias of humanity. Whereas, in the propber's pic- 
ture, it counterafs, it feſpcuds, it entirely overbears, the tendereſt 
workings and ſtrongeſt propenſities of nature; though inſtigated, 
on one hand, by the moſt importunate calls of exquiſite diſtreſs; 
and ſtimulated on the other, by all the ſolicitations of the moſt 


Fearning compaſſion, 
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fecreily exults in the conſeiouſneſs of her greatneſs.— 
Intent upon theſe large and excurſive views, our 


ſriends ſcarce advert to the minuter beauties, which 


addreſs them on every fide, The fwan, with her 


fnowy plumes, and loſtily bending head; notwith- 


ſtanding all her ſuperb air, and lordly late; 3 rows 
by, without exciting admiration, or obtaining notice, 


— Equally nnnoticed is both the array, and the action 


of the duck ; her gloſſy neck, and finely.chequered 


wings; her diving into the deep, or her darting up 
into day.— The favallow, ſkimming the air in wanton 
circles, or dipping her downy breaſt in the flood, 


courts their obſervation in vain.— Nor could the n 
ſholes attract their regard, though they played before 
the boat in ſportive chace; or, glancing quick to the 
ſurface, ſhewed their pearly coats, bedropt with gold. 
— Thus they, engaged in ſublime, negle& inferior 
ſpeculations. And if the ſons of religion overlook 
the diminutive, tranfient, deluſory forms of pleafure, 


which float en the narrow ſtream of time, or flit alon 


the ſcanty bounds of ſenſe ; it is only to contemplate 
and enjoy a happineſs in their GOD, which is eleva - 
ted, ſubſtantial, and immortal. Compared with which, 


whatever the eye can ſurvey, from pole to pole, from 


the ring to the ſetting fun, is a cockle ſhell, a butter · 


fly, a bubble. 


From this open and enlarged "WY they s enter the 5 


ſkirts of a vaſt, umbrageous, venerable bre. On 


either ſide, the furdy and gigantic ſons of earth, rear 
their aged trunks, and ſpread their branching arms. 
Trees, of every hardy make, and every mageſtic form, 

in agreeable diſorder, and with a wild kind of gran- 


deur, fill the aereal regions. The huge, expanſive, 


roaming boughs unite themſelves over the current, 
and diffuſe “ their umbrage, broad and brown as 


« evening.” —The timorous deer ſtart at the claſhing 


of the waves. Alarmed with the "unuſual ſound, 
they look up, and gaze for a moment: then fly into 
covert, by various ways, and with precipitate ſpeed ; 


vaniſhing, rather than departing, from the glade. 


4 
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How aw/ul to reflect, as they glide along the ſhel- 
ving ſhores, and the moſs grown banks; as they ſail 
under the pendent ſhades of quivering poplar, of 
whiſtling fir, and the ſolemn- ſounding foliage of the 
oak, — how awful to reflect; “ theſe were the lonely 

4 haunts of the Druids, two thouſand years ago! 
« Amidſt theſe duſky mazes, and ſyinpathetic gl. oms, 
b the penſive ſages ſtrayed. Here, they ſought, they 
3 found, aud, with all the ſolemnity ot ſuperſtitions 
„ devotion, they gathered their iſletoe . Here the 
« yiſionary rccluſes ſhanned the tumultuous ways of 
& men, and traced the myKe rious paths of Provi- 
„ dence. Here they explored the lecrets of nature, 
„ and invoked their fabl:d gods,” 

Sometimes wrapt in a ſudden reverie of thought, 
ſometimes engaged in converſation on the ſolemn ap- 
pearance of things, the voyagers ſcarce perceive their 
| Progreſs. Before they are aware, this venerable ſcene 
is loſt; and they find themſelves advanced upon the 
borders of a beautiful lawn. The foreſt, retiring to 

the right hand, in the ſhape of a creſcent, compored 
what Milton ſtyles, a verdurous wall of ſtatelieſt aſ- 
< pect;“ and left, in the midſt, an pls [pace for 
the fouriſhing of herbage. 

Here, ſaid Theron, if you pleaſe, we will alight; and 
leave the bearer of our floating ſedan, to purſue his 

ceaſeleſs courſe, —to enrich the boſom of other val- 
leys, and lave the feet of other hijls,—to vilit cities, 
and make the tour of counties, to reflect the image 


of. 


* If the reader pleaſes, he may ſee theſe pompous ſolemni:ies_ 
Aeli in NaN IERII Præd. Ruſt. pag. 125. Ke. Where the 
curious narrative of Pliny is embe'liſhed with the harmonious num- 
bers of Virgil,—With regard to the reflections occaſioned by this 
à count; 1 gompliments laviſhed on the French, their religion, 

and their monarch; I believe, the judicious Proteſtant will confeſs 
3 me, that as our charming author has copied the language, 
and entered into the ſpirit of the ancients; he has alſo catched a 
tincture of their ſuperſtition; imbibing, together with all their e- 
| legancies and graces, Jome of their fanciful and legendary levities. 


| Verum audi plura nilent in coming, non ego paucis 
Of: cudar ma: ulis. HoR, 
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of many a ſplendid ſtructure, which adorn his banks; 
and, what is far more amiable, to diſtribute, all along 


his winding journey, innumerable conveniencies both 
for man and beaſt: acquiring, the farther he goes, 
and the more benefits he confers, a deeper flow, and 


"a wider ſwell; to the remarkable confirmation of that | 


beneficent maxim, There is that ſeattereth, and get in- 
creaſeth *. 


Theron and ee walking acroſs the ſpacious am · 


Phitheatre, ſeated themſelves at the extremity of the 


bend. Beſore them, lay a verdant area, quite even; 


perfectly handſome; but ſar from gay. Green was all 
the dreſs, without any mixture of gaudy flowers, or 
glittering colours. Only, now- and- then, a gentle 
breeze, ſkimming over the undulating mead, impreſ- 
ſed a varying wavy gloſs on its ſurface. The whole 


ſeemed to reſemble the decent and ſober ornaments of 


 maturer age, when it has put off the trappings, and 


bid adieu to the leviti-s of y-uth.—The broad tranſpa- 


rent ſtream, ran parallel with the lips “ of the chan- 


nel; and drew a line of circumvallation, as it were, 


to guard the calm retreat. It appeared, Where ſhaded 
with beughs, like a barrier of poliſhed ſteel; where 
open to the ſun, like a mirror of flowing eryftal. — 


The eaſtern edges of the river, were barricaded with 
a kind of mountainous deelivity; on whoſe rude and 


rocky ſides, the timorous rabbit burrowed, and the 
bearded goat boowzed. Not far from the ſummit, 
two or three fountains guſhed : which uniting their 


currents, as they trickled down the ſeep, formed a 


natural caſcade : here it was loſt in the ruſhy dells, or 
_ obſcured by the twilling roots; there it burſt again 
into view, and playing full in the eye of day, looked: 


kike a ſneet of ſpouting filver. 
In this romantic eee, ſaid Theron, we are 


_ quite 


Prov. xl. 24 


he Greek, which is above all languages happy, i in its beaifat: 
variety of compound words, very — INE this _ ance by 


Ns rn n. 


| Nnz 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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quite ſequeſtered from ſociety. We ſeem to be in a 
world of our own; and ſhould almoſt be tempted to 
forget, that we are encompaſſed with a kindred fpe- 


_ cies z did not the muſic of thoſe filver tongued belly, 


poured ſrom a diſtant ſteeple, and gliding along the 

gentle ſlream, bring us news of human kind. 
Etcaped from man, and his buſy walks, methinks, 

we are come to the houſe of tranquillity, Such a 


deep, undillurbed compoſure reigns all around | It is 


as if ſome auguſt perſonage was making his entrance, 
or ſome majellic being was upon the point to ſpeak, 
and all nature ſtood fixed in attentive expectation, 
No place better fitted to cherith, or to infpire a con- 


 temp/ative ſedateneſs. 


Obſerve the ſimplicity and grandeur of thoſe ſur- 
rounding trees; the noble plainneſs of their verdure, 


and the prodigious ſtatelineſs of their aſpet. What a 
ſpeck are our gardens, and what a mere dwar/ are our 
_ groves, compared with theſe vaſt plantations !— Here 


is none of your nice exaQneſs, but all is irregularly. 
and wildly great. Here are no traces of the ſhears, 


nor any footſteps of the ſpade, but the handy work of 


the DEITY is apparent in all.— Give me the ſcenes, 


which diſdain the puny aſſiſtance of art, and are infi- 


nitely ſuperior to the low toils of man. Give me the 
ſcenes, which ſcorn to bribe our atteution, with a lit. 


tle borrowed ſpruceneſs of ſhape; but, by their own. 


native dignity, command our regard. I love the pro- 
ſpects, which, the moment they are beheld, ſtrike the 


| ſoul with veneration, or tranſport it with wonder; 
and cry aloud, in the ear of reaſon, 4/cribe ze great - 
nfs to our C Such, I think, in a very eminent 


degree, is the foreſt; 


8 Flizh awaving er the Fills, 
Or to the vaſt horizon wide diffus'd, 
A boundleſs deep rumenity of ſhade. 


Aſp. Solomon's refined genius ſeems to have been 
fond of the ſame ſituation, and. delighted with the 
De 3 1 805 ſame 
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ſame objects. Therefore, at a great expence, and in 
the molt curious taile, he built % houſe of the foreſt. 

— ljaial”s divine imagination was charmed with the 
ſame grand ſpeQacle, More frequently, than any of 
the prophets, he derives his illuſtrations from it, One 
compariſon J particularly remember, Speaking of the. 
Aſjyrian king, and his military forces, he I\Kens them 
to ſuch an aſſemblage of trees; numerous, as their 
amazing multitudes ; frong, a5 their maſly trunks, 
Let, numerous aud potent as they were, they ſbould 
al be brought low, and laid in the duſt. Tar behold 

the LORD, the I. Ole D of hafts fhall laß the boug h with 
terror, and the high ones of flature ſhall be hewn denen, 
aud the haughty ſhall be humbled ; and hz ſhall cut dun 
the thickets of kis foreft with iron, and Lebann V all if [ul 
by a miphty one“. | 
Then he paſſes, by a moſt beautiful tranſi: ion, to 
his darling topic, the redemption of ſinners, He 
gives us, together with one of the fineſt contraſts | 
_ imaginable, a view of the MESSIAH and his great 
ſalvation. When thoſe lofty cedars are levelled with 
the ground, there ſhall come a rod, a twig ſhall ſpring. 
frem the ſtem of Felſe, and a branch ſhall grow cut of 
his roots | + which, notwithſtanding its mean origi- 
nal, and unpromiſing appearance, {hall rear its head 
to the ſkies, and extcud its hade 1 che ends of the. 
earth. | 
Ther. You do well, Alpaſie, to Tenni my roving 
thoughts, This magnificent ſolitude had captivated 
my imagination, and I was giving 2 looſe to the uſral 
allies of my fancy, But, with a willing compliance, 
I turn to a more excellent fubjed.— Oaly I muſt aſ- 
ſure you, that your bas a painful idea in 
* IC. X. 33, 34- | 5 
+ This fine contraſt, and that artiul tranſition are, by the inju- 
dicious diviſion of the two chapters, very much obſcured, if not 
quite loſt, to many readers, The chapters, 1 think, ſhould by no 
means be ſepara: ea; Eut the tenth and the oct, as a continua 


tion of, ws ſame prophecy, ſh ſhonld be united. 
1. i. 1. 


NV. 33 
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y mind, though a joyful one in your own, For my 
hopes, which were once high and- lifted up, are now 
too much like that devoted proſtrate foreſt. 
Ap. My dear Theron, give me leave to ay they 
were never rightly founded. They were, what Shake- 
ſpear calls, the baſeleſs fabric of a- viſton. Now the 
| ſhadowy and tranſient hopes are demoliſhed, that ſo- 
lid and everlaſting joys may ſucceed. Let them reſt 
on CHRIST, the infinitely glorious REDEEME R, 
and they thall never be overthrown, never be remo- 
ved any more. | 5 
Caſt a look upon yonder ivy. What can be more 


feeble? It has not ſtrength enough to withſtand the | 


ſhghteſt blaſt. Nay, if left to itſelf, its own weight 
would cruſh it to the earth. Yet, by twiring around 
the oak, how high it riſes, and how firm it ſtands? 
An emblem of our ſtate, and a pattern for our imita- 
tion. — Thus let us, who in ourſelves are nothing, of 
ourſelves can do nothing, let us fly to CHRIST; rely 
on CHRIST; and, as Barnabas (that true fon of con- 
ſolation ) ſpeaks, cleave to the LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
with full purpoſe of heart *, Let us determine to 
know nothing to deſire nothing, to depend on no- 
thing, but FESUS CHRIST, and him crucified. Let 
this be the motto for our faith, this the language of 
our ſouls, CHRIST is all. Then ſhall our virtues, 
though hitherto ſmitten with a blaſt, revive as the 
corn; then ſhall our hopes, though in themſelves. 
weaker than the ivy, mount like the cedars. 

Ther. You can hardly imagine, how a ſenſe of guilt 
and unworthineſs opprefſes my mind. I am often diſ- 
couraged, and cannot bring myſelf to be edfaſt in 
faith, or joyful through hope. 

Ap. You cannot bring yourſelf, but GOD alwighs 
ty's power and grace can bring to paſs theſe deſirable 
effects. And hear what the prophet ſays farther, 
upon the charming topic. which introduced our diſ- 
courſe. Whenever the eloquent 1ſaiah undertakes to 
Giplay a truth, he gives it all the energy, all the beau- 


t 


- 
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ty, and every heightening touch, which it is capable- 


of receiving.— This humble ſhoot, ſpringing from the 
ſtem of Feſe, ſhall riſe to ſuch a pitch of elevation, 


| that it ſhall be conſpicuous far and near, and and 

for an en/ign of the people. It ſhall be ſeen, not like a 
| beacon upon the top of an hill, by the 1/razlites only, 
or the natives of a ſingle territory; but like the great 
luminaries of heaven, ſhall be viſible in every coun- 


try, and by the whole inhabited world. — To it hall 


theſe perſons, though ſavage in their nature, and de- 


his reſt ſhall be glorious “. 


From this we learn, that all the bleſſings of CHRIST's 5 
mediation are deſigned for Gentiles ; tor the moſt a- 
bandoned and abominable ſinners.— That they are ſo 


full and conſummate, as to create a calm of tranquil. 


lity ; a glorious reſt; in the myſt troubled, afflicted, 
guilty conſciences.—Ard I dare challenge even my 


the Gentiles ſeek ; not only from the remoteſt, but from 
the moſt burbarous and indolatrous climes Theſe, even 


| teſtable in their manners, ſhall be freely admitted, and 
find reſt under his ſhadow. Nay, the refreſhment : 
which he yields, and the comfort which they receive, 
| ſhall be not ſeaſonable only, but of ſovereign. elbesey 3 


Theron's miſgiving- mind. to ſpecify any want which: 


is not ſupplied, any grievance which is not redreſſed, 
by the righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. I formerly 
encountered your obiectioan, let me now combat your 


ſeruples. 


Fhber. Sometimes T have a deep and- diſtreſſing con- 
viction of my extreme ſiuſulneis.— Tis like a ſore. 


burden, too heavy for me to bear.—' Tis like the vi- 


let filth, and renders me odious to myſelf ;z how much: 
more loathſome to the all-ſeeing eye ?-—It appears like 
a debt of ten thouſand talents, and I have nothing, 
no, not any thing to pay. — Then I experience, what. 
the Phalmiſt ſo pathetically laments ; My ſins have talen. 
uch hold upon me, that I am not able to loot up; e,. 


5 are more in number than tbe hairs of my head, and 


4 11. A. G 
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my heart is ready to fall: wy hopes are upon the poĩat 
to expire. 


Aſp. Then, Theron, fly to that juſt and righteous 


ONt, who is the ſtrength of our hearts; the life of 


our hopes; and our portion ſor ever. 

If fin is a ſore burden; look unto CHRIST, who 
bore. it all, in his own body on the tree; and remo- 
ved, entirely removed that tremendous load, which 
would otherwiſe have ſunk the whole world into the. 


nethermoſt hell.—If fin renders us f/thy ; let us have 


recourſe to that blood of ſprinkling, which cleanſes, 
not from a few ſtains only, bur. from all guilt, By 
which the moſt defiled tranſgreſſors become fair as the 
faireſt wool, nay whiter than the virgin ſnows *. — If 
in is a debtF ; ſubjecting us to wrath, and binding 
us over to puniſhment ; ; let us confide in that gracious 
SURETY, who has taken the debt upon himſelf, and 


made it all his own : and not oaly ſo, but has paid it; 
paid it to the uttermoſt farthing, to the very laſt mite 5 


ſo that juſtice itſelf can demand no more 


Let me confirm and illuſtrate this comfortable nch : 


by a ſcriptural ſimilitude. No ſimilitudes are more 


exact, and none ſo ſtriking. I Have blotted out as a. 
thick cloud your tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud your fins T. 
A little while ago, the whole expanſe of yonder ſky 


was covered with clouds. Nothing could more ſtrong» 


ly repreſent a multitude of corruptions beſieging the 


heart, and a multitude of iniquities overſpreading the 
life. But where 1 is, now, that immenſe arrangement 


of 


* Pſol. li. 7 


+ By theſe es images, the Plalnaft düplayz the horrible and 
deſtructive m lignity of fin, together with the fice nature and inva- 
lvabie worth of evange'ical for gireneſs. Bleed is he whoſe tranſereſs - 
ſian, as an inſupportahle load, (0%) is bore or taken away; whoſe - 
ſin, as being the moſt abomina e filth, (dz) is covered, unto 
whom the LORD imputeth not (2197 85) that moſt ruinous of ail 
debts, ixiguity. It is pleaſing to obferye the vehemerce and ardour, 
with which the royal penitent ſpeaks on this favourite topic, He 
breaks out with a kind of holy abruptneſs, and pours his foul in a 
variety of warm expreſſions; as one who thought, he could not 
poſſibly enter upon the ſubject t ſoon, or dwell upon it 760 gr. 


. XBxii. in ; * 


* II. xliv. 22. 
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of gloomy vapours ! The ſun has ſhone them, and 
the wind has ſwept them clean away. There are 


none, neither great nor ſmall, remaining. From one 


end of the wide extended hemiſphere to the other, we 
ſee nothing but the clear and beautiful blue of the fir- 


mament. 80, ſaith the SPIRIT of GOD to the true 
believer, /o totally is your guilt, however horrid and 
enormous, done away through the dying FZESUS, - 
Ther. It is not poſlible to conceive, nor will the whole 
creation aſford, a more exquiſitely. fine compariſon, 


Perhaps nothing can ſo emphatically deſcribe the moſt 


prodigious multitude, entirely obliterated, without 
the leaſt trace of their former exiſtence. — But I am not 
only chargeable with pa/? iniquities: I am alſo liable 


to daily miſcarriages, I relapſe into ſin ; and when 
I would do good, evil is preſent with me.—Nay, my 
beſt: hours are not free from ſinful infirmities, nor 


my beſt duties from ſinful imperfections; which, like 
a worm at the core of the fruit, eat away the vigour: 


of my graces, and tarniſh the beauty of my ſervices. 


Aſp. Becauſe, through the frailty of your mortal 
nature, you cannot always ſtand upright; becauſe + 
even the 7% nan falleth daily, and daily contracteth 


defilement ; therefore a fountain is opened for fin and for. 


Ae : The blood and atonement of CHRIST 
are compared to a heavenly. fountain. In which pol-- 
luted finners may waſh daily, waſh hourly; and be 
conſtantly, perfealy clean.—A cifiern may fail; may 
be broken or exhauſted, But it is the property of a: 
real fountain, never to be dried up, always to yield: 
its waters. Such is the efficacy of CHRIS T's deach * 
not to be diminiſhed by univerſal and by inceſſant uſe. 
It removes the iniquity of the land . It takes away the 
fin of the world f. It is new, for our application. 
every morning ; new, for this blefſed purpoſe, every 


moment. On which account, it makes complete pro- 


viſion for our cleanſing, our reſtoration, and our 


comſort—Eipecially, CO ir! is not only e in it- 
8 | . ſelf 


bs Zech. All The T Zech. i. 9. «4 John i 294 | 
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ſelf, and always free for our reproach, but is ever 


| Pleaded by a great HIGH PRIEST in our behalf. 
Therefore the inſpired caſuiſt direQs us to this ſource 


of conſolation, under all the upbraidings of conſcience, 


and all the remains of inbred depravicy. VH any man 
fem, we have an advocate with the FATHER, JESUS 


CHRIST the righteous, and he is the propitiation fer our 


ſins r. 


: We; st. John reckons himſelf in the number of 


thoſe frail oflending creatures, who ſtand in _necd of 


CHRIST, as a perpetual Intercciſor. This is writ» 


ten, not to encourage us in the commiſſion of fin; 
but that we may be the leſs diſcouraged, under a ſenſe 
of our infirmities.—We have; not we poſſibly may; 
but we actually have. A ſoul burdened with guilt, 


cannot be ſatisfied, cannot be eaſed, with a bare per- 
haps. It is therefore poſitively affirmed, as a matter 
of eſtabliſhed. certainty, of which we {ſhould not ad- 
mit a doubt, —We have fer our advocate, not a mean 


perſon, but HIM who received an illuſtrious teſtimo- 
ny from the moſt excellent glory, This is my beloved 
SON. Not a guilty perſon, who ſtands in need of 
pardon for himſelf, but FESUS CHRIST the rigbte- 
on- Not a mere petitioner, who relies purely upon 


liberality; but one who has merited, fully merited 


whatever he aſks; he is the propitiation for our ſins, 
has paid our ranſom, and purchaſed our peace. — In 
_ conſequence of which, he claim rather than aſks our 


renewed, our irrevocable forgiveneſs. —This he claims, 


not from an unrelenting Judge, but from his FA- 
THER and our FATHER.—And can ſuch a plea 


meet with a repulſe ? Can ſuch an advocate mifcarry 
in his ſuit ?—lIt the prophets of old were reckoned the 


chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof *,; becauſe, 


like 


%%% — 


2 Kings ii. 12. Kili. 14. Thee is a peculiar beauty, and moſt 

appoſite ſignificancy, in this proverbial ſaying, as uſed by the an- 

cjent Jraelites. Hirſes and chariots were deemed, in thoſe ages; 
the principal ſtrength of the battle, the moſt formidable apparatus 


of war. Of theſe the Jraelites were entirely deſtitute, 14 4 
| | e SES is _ GOD 
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like their anceſtor Jacob, they had power with GOD, 


and prevailed in prayer; O! what æ defence! what a 
| ſecurity, is the divinely excellent, and ever -prevailing 
interceſſion of FESUS CHRIST ! WO TOE er 


« Your graces,” you complain, “ are ſullied, and 
&« your fervices defeQive.”— Then, my dear friend, 
renounce them in point of confidence; and gladlyre- 
ceive, cordially embrace, the all- perfect righteouſneſs 
of your LORD. 80 ſhall your juſtification be com- 
plete; and your ſervices, though deficient in them-_ 


| ſelves, be © accepted in the BELOVED.”—I have 


ſomewhere ſeen, -painted upon a flat ſurface, an awk- 
ward and diſagreeable countenance ; in waich was no— 
thing regular, nothing graceful, but every feature 
diſproportionate. Yet this very ſace, reflected from a 


cylindrical mirror, has put off its deformity ; the li- 


neaments became well adjuſted ; ſymmetry connected 
every part, and beauty ſmiled throughout the whole. 


Like the former our virtues appear, when compared 


with the immaculate purity of GOD, or the ſublime 
perfection of his law. But they acquire the amiable» 


neſs of the latter, when preſented to the FATHER 


by our divine MEDIATOR, and recommended by 
his inconceivably-precious oblationn. | 


Milton, 


60D had expreſs!y forbidden them to multiply horſes; and we 


never read of their biinging any conſiderable number of cavalry in- 
fo the field —But, ſo long as they enjoyed the preſence of their 
prophets, they wanted not this arm of feth, They had more than 
an equivalent for chariots and horſ's, in the fert ent, the effettual 
prayers of thoſe holy men of GOD. or ans | 

They, the perſons and performances of frail men, ſhall come 
up with acceptance on mine altar, ſat: he LORD, If, 1x. 4.— Which 
is explained by St Peter's comment; Je re an bely prieſthood 10 . 
fer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable unto GOD oy FESUS CHRIST, © 
1 Pet. ii. 5,; and (till farther aſcertaired by St Paul's practice; 
who, when he addreſſes the MAJESTY of heaven with any peti- 
tion, or preſents the tribute of praiſe, preſumes not to do either 
the one or the other, but in the bleſſed ME DIATOR's name: be- 
cauſe, ſecluded from this grand recommendation, they would be 
offenſive to the awful JIEEOVAH, as ſmoke iv his noſtrils ;* 
accompanied with it, they are acceptable, © as the Fweet-ſmelling 
« incenſe.” | Tons 8 e | ; 
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Milton, taking his hint from the revelations of $t 
Jobn, repreſents our great HIGH PRIEST in this 
glorious and delightful attitude z repreſents him offer- 
ing up the ſupplications and penitential duties of our 


firſt parents; mixing with them the incenſe of his own | 


merits; and thus inter ceding before the throne. 


See, FATHER! what firſt fruits on carth are ſprung = | 


From thy implanted grace in man! Thefe ſighs 
Aud prayers, which, in this golden cenſer mix'd 
With incenſe, I thy PRIRS 7 before thee bring. 

—— Vow therefore bend thine ear | 

Ts ſupplication ; hear his /ighs though mute ! 
Unſkilful with what words to pay, let ME 
Interpret for him; ME his advocate 
And propitiation. All his works on ME, 
Good, or not good. ingraft : MY merit thiſe 


Shall perfect; and fr ye MY death ſhall pay +. | 


The poet's words are very enpbatical. Yet minds 
can no more expreſs the prevalence of our LORD's 


negetiation, than the picture of the ſun can diffule its 


ſplendor, or convey its warmth. 
_ Ther. My ſpiritual wants are many. I have many 
duties to diſcharge, and many temptations to with- 
| Rand; many corruptions to mortify, and many graces 
to cultivate, or rather to acquire. Yet have I no 
ſtock, and no ſtrength of my own. 

Aſp. I rejoice, that my Theron is ſenſible of his own 
indigence The good LORD keep us both, in chis 
reſpect, as little children; whoſe whole dependence 
is upon their nurſe's care, or their parents? bounty ! 
Then may we, having ſuch a ſenſe of our poverty, 
and having a great HIGH PRIEST over the houſe 
of GOD, come boldly to the throne of grace. We 
may apply, through the righteouſneſs of FESUS 
CHRIST, for all needful ſuccour, and for every de- 
ſirable bleſſing.— If Selomen could ſay, LORD remem- 
ber David, and all bis trouble, If Moſes could ſay, 
5 x LORD, 
+ Par. Loſt, book XI. I. 22, Cc. 
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LORD, remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob thy fer- 


vantr, How much more confidently may we ay, 


„LORD, remember FESUS, the Son of thy love! 


% remember JESUS, and all his ſufferings ; FESUS, 
% and all his merits. Shall 7hey be ſent empty away, 


4% who have their SAVIOURK's obedience to plead ?” 


No verily, Though they are altogether unworthy . 
in themſelves, yet worthy is the LAM that was 


Nlain, for whoſe ſake their petitions ſhould be ran 


and their every neceſſity ſupplied. 

Let merepeat to you a moſt beautiful and encoura- 
ging portion of ſeripture; which you may look up- 
on, under all your wants, as a charte blanche put in- 
to your hand by GOD all-ſufficient : Having there> 


fore, brethren, boldneſs to enter inte the holieſ} by the 
| bload of FESUS, by a new and living way which be 
| has conſecrated for us, through the vail, that is to ſay, 


his fleſh ; and having an HIGH PRIEST over the houſe 


of 600 D] let us draw near with - 4 true heart; in fall 
| aſſurance of faith *. 


The apoſtle, in this place, and throughout this 


whole epiſtle, alludes to the Moſaic ordinances, in or- 
der to ſhew, that the privileges of the Chriſtian dil- 
penſation were typified by, yet are greatly ſuperior 


to, thoſe of the Fewi/h.—Among the Jews, none but 


the high prieſt was permitted to ſet a foot within the 
holy of holies ; and he, only on the ſolemn day of 


expiation. Whereas, all Chriſtians are allowed to en- 
ter into the immediate preſence of the moſt high GOD; 


may have the neareſt acceſs to HIM, who dwells in 
the heaven of heavers; and this, not once in the 


year only, but at all times, and on all occaſions.— 


The high prieſt never made that awful approach, but 


with the blood of a faugbtcred animal. We have 
blood of infinitely richer value, to atone for our fail- 


ings, and recommend our addreſſes ; even the blood 


of the crucified TS US. Aaron entered through „ 


Vail 
P Heb, x. 19, 20, 11, 22. 
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vail of the temple; a way, which was ſoon to become 
antiquated, and for ever to be aboliſhed. We enter 
by a far more noble way; by the fleſh of our bleſſed 
REDEEMER ; given as a propitiatory ſacrifice for 
our fins. Which way is both zeu and living; ſuch 
as never waxes old, will ſubſiſt to the end of time, 
and leads to eternal life.—Trufling in this ſacrifice, 
and entering by this way, which are conſecrated on 
pur poſe for our uſe, we may not only draw near, but 
draw near with boldneſs, with an humble filial confi- 
dence ; and preſent our ſupplications with faith, — 
with aſſurance of faith, —with fl/ aſſurance of faith. 
How ſtrong is the contraſt, and how fine the gra- 
dation ! how precious the doctrine, and how free the 
privilege! What ſhall we fear, if we believe this 
doctrine ! what can we lack, it we improve this pri- 
vilege ?—And why ſhould not we believe the former, 
why ſhould we not improve the latter ? Since they 
both are founded, not on any excellent endowments, 
not in any recommending actions of our own, but 
purely, ſolely, entirely on the blood of JESU $ 
CHRIST. 

Ther. There may come nde of deſertion when 
all graces are languid, if not dead ; when the light 
of GOD*'s countenance is ſuſpended, if not turned 

into darkneſs; and the man is more like a liſeleſs log 
than a zealous Chriſian. Theſe frames of mind I. 
| have heard mentioned, and I begin to know {ome- | 
thing of them by experience. | 
Ah Then, Theron, when you walk i in darkneſs and 
fee no light of ſenſible comfort, trujt in the name, the 
unchangeable grace, of the LORD, and flay upon the 
righteouſneſs, the conſummate righteouſneſs, of your 
60 D*. This is not barely my advice, but the di- 
rection of an infallible guide. — This agrees alſo with 
rhe character of a real Chriſtian, as it is moſt exaclly 
drawn by an unerring pen; We rejoice in CHRIST 
1 US, 


1. Los, 
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FES US, and have no confidence in the fleſh +; no re- 

liance on any thing of our own, either for PEN : 
joy, or future glory. 

To rely on the elevation of our ſpirits, or the en- 
largement of our devotion, is like building our houſe 
upon the ice; which may abide for a ſeaſon, but, up- 
on the firſt Aan of weather, ceaſes to be a ſoun- 
dation, and becomes “ water that runneth apace.“ 
Whereas, to drive our confolation from the MEDIA- 

 TOR's righteouſneſs, and JEHOVATs faithfulneſs, 
is to build our edifice upon the rect; which „ may 
c not be removed, but ſtandeth faſt for ever.” The 
former of theſe, even amidit all our changes, is 
| invariably the ſame. The latter, notwithſtanding all 
our unworthineſs, is inviolably ſure. Therefore the 
fruit of that righteouſneſs 1 is peace, and the efett of 
this faithfulneſs is, if not e joy, yer guictneſs = 
and aſſurance for ever . 
$0 that, when it is winter in my ſoul, and there 
ſeems to be a dearth on all my ſenſible delights, 5 
would ſtil] ſay with the Pſalmiſt, . Ih, art thou ſo 
&« difquicted, O my foul ! CHRIST i is the ſame amidſt 
« all thy derelictions. Ze is a green fir tree , which 
4 never loſes its verdure. Under his ſhadow thou 
« mayeſt always find repoſe. His merit and atone- 
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ment are ſtill mighty to ſave; they conſtitute an 
« everlaſting and infinite righteouſneſs. The pro- 
40 


miſes of GOD, through his editions. are yea, 
| | | . and : 
£ ; ; | : | 


+ Phil. iii. 3. Exafly drawn—Perhaps there is no where extant 
2 » finer, a more complete, or ſo lively a picture of the true Chriſtian 
'Tis in miniature,-lown; but it comprehends all the maſter lines 
and every diſtinguiſhing feature. We are they, who worſhip GOD in 
the ſpirit; with the ſpiritual homage of a renewed heart; with faith, 
love, refignation. And rejoice in CHRIST JESUS; in him look 
for all our acceptance with GOD ; from him derive all the peace of 
our minds; and on him place all the hope of our final felicity. 
And have no cenfidence in the fleſh, renouncing ourſelves, 


in every.” 
| view, as unprofitable ſervants; ditclaiming : all our own works and 
E Utainments, as defective ſervices. 1 
e | + Hol. xiv, 8. 
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% and amen |; are unqueſtionably and unalienably 
« thine.” . 1 i 
Ther, Tis very probable, I may meet with affic- 
Lions; death in my family, or diſeaſe in my perſon. 
Diſappointments may fruſtrate my deſigns. Provi- 
_ dence may wear a frowning aſpeR, as though the 
LORD had a controverſy with his ſinful creature, 
and was making him to poſſeſs the iniquities of his 
youth. And what will be ſufficient to ſupport and to 
| Cheer, in ſuch a gloomy hour fl? 55 
Aſp. The righteouſneſs of CHRIS T. Nothing is ſo 
ſovereign, to calm our fears, and remove all appre- 
henſions of che divine wrath. Apprehenſions of the 
divine wrath would draw the curtains ef horror a- 
round our ſick beds, and throw upon our langnith- 
ing eye - lids the ſhadow of death“. But a believing 
improvement of CHRIST's ſatisfaction for our offen- 
ces, clears up the mournful ſcene, and fakes away the 
fling of tribulation. „ 
Attending to this great propitiation, the ſufferer 
| ſees his ſins forgiven, and his GOD reconciled. From 
whence he concludes, that the ſevereſt afflitions are 
only fatherly corrections; ſhall not exceed his ability 
to bear; and ſhall aſſuredly obtain a gracious iſſue. 
He can fetch comfort from that cheering word, I wil 
be with him in trouble; and expect the accompliſhment 
of that moſt conſolatory promiſe, I will deliver bim, 
and bring him to honour F.—Theſe iupports have ena- 
bled the ſaints, to kiſs the rod, and bleſs the e 


| 5 } 2 Cor. i. 20. DER: | | 

$ The ſufficiency of CHRITST's rightcouſneſs, to anſwer all 
theſe important and delightful ends, is excellently diſplayed in Mr 
RAwLIN's ſermons, on CHRIST the righteouſneſs of bis people. In 
which the public have ſeen the grand and amiable eſſentials of the 

_ goſpel, delivered in maſcuiine language; defended by nervous rea- 

ning; and animated with a lively devotion. | | 


'* Alluding to that deſcription of tribulation and mas; which, 
T believe, no perſon of ſenſibiiity can read without ſhuddering ; My 
face is foul with weeping, and on my eye-lids is the ſhadqw of* dealo, 


Job xvi. IG Ss 
„ | + Pal, xci. 15. 


DEA L o G U E XVII. 47 


which chaſtiſed them; to »offeſs their ſouls, not in 
patience only, but in thanktulneſs alſo. While they. 
have hoked inward, and diſcerned their abſolute need 
of thele bitter but ſalutary medicines ; have /coked up- 
ward, and beheld the cup in a moſt wiſe and tender 
_ PHYSICIAN's hand; have ed forward, with a 
joy ful hope, to that better world ; where GOD will. 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there ſhall be: 
no more ſorrow, nor any more pain. | 
Ther, The laſt occaſion of need is the trying howe- 
of death, and the tremendous day of judgmert. Will 
this righteouſneſs carry us, with ſafety, through the 
darkſome valley, and preſent us, with acceptance, at 
the dreadful tribunal? : 
Asp. It will, it will. —This Glences all the curſes of. : 
the law, and diſarms death of every terror. To be- 
lieve in this righteouſneſs, is to meet death at our SA- 
_ VIOUR's ſide; or rather like good old Simeon, with 
the SAVIOUR in our arms. — They overcame, ſays the 
beloved diſciple, they overcame the laſt enemy, not 
by natural fortitude, or philoſophic refolutien, but by. 
the blood of the LAMB * ; by a believing application 
of the victorious REDEEMER's merit. - I know, adds 
the heroic- apoſtle, whom have believed ; I am aſ- 
ſured, that my ZESUS is infinitely faithful, and will 
not deſert me; that his ranſom is abſolutely ſufficient, 
and cannot deceive me. Therefore with a holy bra- 
very, he bids defiance to death; or rather triumphs 
i over it, as a vanquithed enemy; Thanks be to GOD 
3 who giveth us the victory, through our LORD JESUS 
6 CHRIST |} !—Nay, through the wonderſul efficacy 
of CHAXIST's propitiation, death is ours g; not our 


{ foe, but our friend and deliverer. We may number 
it among our. treaſures ; and reſt ſatisfied, that to dic, 
ug | it gain. | | 
- — though our ben. ſee corruption ; though | 
this. 
> | „Rev. Xii. 11. 1 2 Tim. i. 12. 11 Cor. xv. 37. 
”. | | | § 1 Cor. iü. 22. 1 155 
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this body, vile at preſent, be made viler ſtill, by Twet: 
ling amidſt worms, and mouldering in the duſt? yet 


through HIS righteouſneſs, who is the reſurrection 


and the life, it ſhall ſhake off the diſhonours of the 
grave; it ſhall riſe to a new and illuſtrious ſtate of ex · 
x tence! it ſhall be made like the glorious and immortal 


body of our triumphant LORD. — If the body be ſo 
refined, ſo exalted ; what will be the dignity, what 


the perfection, of the ſoul? or rather of ſoul and body- 
both, when they are happily and indiſſolubly united, 
at the reſurrection of the juſt? — Shall they have any 


thing to fear, when the judgment is ſet, and the books 


are opened? 'Tis probable there will be no accuſation, 


tis certain there is no condemnation, to them that are in. 


CHRIST FESUS |}, Who ſhall lay any thing to their 


charge? It is 60, — not man, or angel, or any 
creature, but GOD—that t4u/tifies them. The GOD: 
whoſe law was broke, the GOD to whom vengeance- 
| belongeth, he himſelf pronounces them innocent, be. 
| cauſe their iniquities have been laid upon CHRIST; 
he himſelf pronounces them ri2hteeus, becauſe they are 


iatereſted in the obedience of their REDEEMER; on. 
theſe accounts, he himſelf pronounces them Sed, 


and gives them an abundant- entrance. into the.) Joy of: 


their LORD. 


But what can 1. expreſs, or who. can | imagine them: 
happineſs, when they take up their abode, in the pa · 


laces of heaven, amidſt the choirs of angels, and un- 
der the light of GOD's countenance ! !' when they poſ- 

ſels the hope of righteouſneſs *; when they wear the 
crown of righteouſneſs ; and receive that great, that. 


eternal ſalvation, which is an adequate recompe: ſe 


for the humiliation and ole of. 5 US an > 


5 #he e. . 


come chen, wy. dear T anne, let us | henceforth be 
a8 


5 Hap 4, Rom, vül. "FREY e e 
* Gal. v. Jo. 1 2 Jim. iv. 8. 12 30 J. 11. 15 
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as branches, ingrafted into the heavenly VINE ; de- 


rive all our ſap, all our moiſture, all our conſolation, 
from his fulneſs. Let us hve upon our all ſufficient 
REDEEMER, as the Iſraelites ſubſiſted on their man- 


na from heaven, and their waters from the rock, and 


not wiſh for ether, as we cannot poſſibly _ better 


fuſtenance. 


Ther. Is this ho meaning - our LORD's exhor- 


tation, when he ſhews the neceflity of eating | his Velo, 
and drinking his blood ? 


Aſp. Tis the very ſame. A repeated and inceffant 


| application of our SAVIOUR's merits, for all the pur». 


poſes of piety and ſalvation, is the kernel of this nut, 
the meaning of this metaphor.—Mhen we habitually. 


advert to FESUS CHRIST, as dying for our fins, _ 
and riſing again for our juſtification; performing all- 


righteouſneſs, that we may be intitled to an eternal 
crown; and interceding in heaven, that we may be 


filled with all the fulneis of GOD: then. we eat his 


fleſh, and drink his blood; then we derive a life of 


ſolid comfort, and real godlineſß, from his mediato- 
rial offices; juſt as we derive the continuance of our 
natural life, from the daily uſe of alimentary recruits. 


Ther. Your diſcourſe brings to my remembrance - 


that magnificent and beautiful paſſage in ſcripture. 
where CHRIST is called I'uE $UN. OF. RiGHTEOUS». | 
n kss. Your doctrine ſets the compariſon in a very ad- 


vantageous: light; gives it the utmoſt force and the 
greateſt propriety.— The righteouſneſs of CHRIST 


according to your account, is as extenſively uſeful in 


the Chriſtian lite, as the beams of that grand luminary 
are in niaterial nature — The ſun fills the air; where 
it diffuſes light, and creates day.— The ſun penetrates 


the ocean; from whence it exhales vapours, and forms 


the clouds. In the vegetable creation, the ſun raiſes 


the ſap, and protrudes the gems; unfolds the leaves, 
and paints the bloſſom; diſtends the fruit, and con- 
cocts the juices. Torn we to the animal world; the- 


lun delights the eye, and gladdens the heart. Ir. 
awakens. 


if 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
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awakens millions of inſects into being; and imparts 
chat general joy, which every ſenſible creature feels. 


Indeed there is. nothing hid from the beat th reof. 


Aſp. Thus the LORD FESUS CHRIST, that true 


7 and only Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſes on his people ir. 
healing in his wings 80 various, ſo efficacious, and 


ſo extenſive are his ae Like a ſun, he enlight - 


ens and enlivens; like wings, he cheriſhes and pro- 
tects; like a remedy, he heals and reſtores: and all, 
by virtue of his righteouſneſs, on account of his righ. 


teruſneſs,—Nor can we doubt, nor need we wonder, 


if we conſider its nature and its author. Its nature; 
it is conſummately excellent, has every kind, and e- 
very degree of perfection. Its author ; it is the righ- 
teouſneſs and obedience of that incomparable PER- 


SON, in whom dwells all the fulneſs . the- GOD-- 


HEAD. 


It muſt therefore, you will permit me to ſum up 


in a word, what has been diſplayed at large, —it muſt 
be fully anſwerable to the demands of the lau, even in 
its higheſt purity, and utmoſt exactneſs. It is infi- 
nitely ſuperior to the d emerit of fin, and entirely ab- 


ſolves from all guilt, entirely exempts from all con- 


demnation.— It is a moſt valid and never -ſailing plea, 


againſt the accuſations of Satan, and the challenges of . 
conſcience.— It eſtabliſhes an undoubted title to every. 


bleſſing, whether in time or in eternity, whether of 
grace or of glory.—lt is a ſure ſupport for the Chriſ- 


tian, in an hour Bf deſertion, and in the agonies of 
death. Caſting anehor on this bottom, he may diſs 


miſs every fear, and ride out every ſtorm. Leaning 


upon this ſtaff, he may go down to the repoſe of the 
grave; and- neither be appalled at the folemn harbin. 


gers of diſſolution, nor terrified at its far more awful 
_ conſequences. —The merit of this righteouſneſs, and 
the power of its DIVINE AUTHOR, will unſeal 
the tomb; will bring forth the ſleeping duſt from the 
chambers of putrefaction; and build, up the whole 
man into e and r By this he will be - 


e 


| „Mal. iv. FRY 
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orefhnced without ſpot * ; preſented faultleſs +; yea 
be preſented per/ed t, and with exceeding joy, before 
the throne. 


What a gift then is the righteouſneſs of CHRIST 1— : 
Bleſſed be GOD, for all the indulgent diſpenſations 


of Providence! Bleſſed be GOD, for all the beneficial 
productions of nature ! but above all, blefſed be 
- GOD, for the tranſcendent and unſpeakable gift of 


| CHRIST. —— {or the We and inänes treaſures 
; of HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


„ . Yori. 
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